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. pers of my deceaſed. friend devolved upon me 
at a time when I was depreſſed by ben af 


flictions. 


In that ſtate of ind; I heſitated to Boo 
take the taſk of ſelecting and preparing his Ma- 
nuſcripts for the preſs. The warmth of my 
carly and long attachment to Mr. Gibbon made 
me conſcious of a partiality, which it was not 
proper to indulge, eſpecially in reviſing many 
of his juvenile and unfiniſhed compoſitions. I 
had to guard, not only againſt a ſentiment 
like my own, which I found extenſively dif- 
fuſed, but alſo againſt the cagerneſs occaſioned 
by a very general curioſity to ſee in print every 
literary relick, however ane. of ſo dif- 
bye. rx a writer. 

Being aware how diſgrecefulty Aptos of 
Eminence have been often treated, by an in- 
diſcreet poſthumous publication of fragments 
and careleſs effuſions; when I had ſelected 
| thoſe Papers which to myſelf appeared the ſit- 
teſt for the public eye, I conſulted ſome of our 
common friends; whom I knew to be equally 
anxious with myſelf for Mr. Gibbon' s fame, 

Vor. I. a and 


ig] 


1 1 
and fully com pe tent, from woe S to 
> protect => 
Under ſuch a ſanction it is, Ut no om | 
ſuſpecting myſelf to view through too favoura- 
ble a medium the compoſitions of my Friend, 
I now venture to publiſh them : and it may 
here be proper to give ſome information to the 
Reader, reſ ** the Contents of theſe Ye- 
x Peng 3 
The moſt ! RAR . 5 Me- 
moirs of Mr. Gibbon's Life and Writings, a 
work which he ſeems to have projected with 
peculiar ſolicitude and attention, and of which 
he left Six different ſketches, all in his own 
hand- writing. One of theſe ſketches, the | 
moſt diffuſe and circumſtantial, fo far as it pro- 
ceeds, ends at the time when he quitted Ox- 
ford. Another at the year 1764, when he 
travelled to Italy. A third, at his father's 
death, in 1770. A fourth, which he continued 
to a ſhort time after his return to Lauſanne i in 
1788, appears in the form of Annals, much 
leſs detailed than the others. The two remain- 
ing ſketches are ſtill more imperfect. It is 
difficult to diſcover the order in which theſe 
ſeveral Pieces were written, but there i is reaſon 
to believe that the moſt copious was the laſt. 
From all theſe the followin g Memoirs have 
| | been carefully ſelected, and 8. together. 


. * 1 
MF kefitarion' in piving theſs * Memoirs to 
the world aroſe, principally, from the circum- 
| Nance of Me. Gibbons appearing, in ſome ref = 
| pect, not to have been ſatisfied with them, as | 
he had ſo frequently varied their form: yet, — 
notwithſtanding this diffidence, the compoſi- — | 
tions, though unfiniſhed, are ſo excellent, "that i 
they may juſtly entitle my Friend to appear as 0 
his own biographer, rather than to have that -— 
taſk undertaken by any other N leſs ow. ls 1 
| lified' for it. : | 
This opinion has coilieied" me anxious to -- 
publiſh the preſent Memoirs, without any un- 
neceſſary delay; for I am perfuaded, that the 
Author of them cannot be made to appear in 
a truer light than he does in the following 
pages. In them, and in his different Letters, 
which I have added, will be found a complete 
picture of his talents, his diſpoſition, his LR 
dies, and his attainments. 
- Thoſe flight variations of cpr, which il 
E naturally aroſe in the progreſs of his Lie. — 
be unfolded in a ſeries of Letters, ſelected 5 


from a Correſpondence between him and my- 
"ſelf, which continued full thiry youu and 
a ended with his death. 
5 It is to be lamented, that all the ſketches of 
3 hs Memoirs, except that eompoſed in the form 
of Annals, and which ſeems rather deſigneg 


# a2. 2s 


LT adi 875 future Work; ce 415 out tweh⸗ 
tr years before Mr. Gibbon's death; and con- 
ſequently, that we have the leaſt detailed ac- 
count of the moſt intereſting part of his Life. 
His Correſpondence during that period will, 
in great meaſure, ſupply the deficiency. It 
will be ſeparated from the Memoirs and placed 
in an Appendix, that thoſe who are not diſ- 
poſed to be pleaſed with the repetitions; fami- 
| larities, and trivial circumſtances 6f r olar 7 
Writing, may not be embarraſſed by it. "Dy". | 
many, the Letters will be found a very inte- 
_ reſting part of the preſent Publication. They 
will prove, how pleaſant; friendly, and amia- 
ble Mr. Gibbon wes in private life; and if, in 
publiſhing Letters fo flattering to myſelf,” I in- 
cur the imputation of vanity, I ſhall meet the 
charge with a frank confeſſion, that I am ina 
dee highly vain of having enjoyed, for fo 
many years, the eſteem, the confidence, and 
the affection of a man, whoſe ſocial qualities 
ndeared him to the moſt accompliſhed ſociety, . 
| and whoſe talents, great as they were, muſt - 
be acknowledged to have been fully equalled 2 
; by the ſincerity of his friendſhip... © - 
Whatever cenſure may be pointed againſt 
=. the Editor, the Public will ſet a due value on 
=: 1 the Letters for their intrinſic merit. I muſt, 
*Þ indeed, be blinded, either by vanity or affecti- 


on, 


of t Sr | 15 ſuch Aa . as v7 | 
: iw increals the immber of du narben 8 "= 


mor —_ ee A mark the cha- | 
| rater of the Writer, and the omiſſion of them 
would ee enen, | 
_ larity of authentic letters. 5 b 
Few men, I believe, ee & fullerene 
veiled their own character, by a minute narra- 


tive of their ſentiments and purſuits, as Mr. 


Gibbon will here. be found to have done; noet 
with ſtudy and labour not with an affected 
frankneſt but with a genuine. confeſſion of 
bis little foibles and peculiarities, and a good- 
humoured and natural pe of: e con- 
aye, and opinions. 

Mr. Gibbon began a. Journal, A 7 5 dil 
unc from the ſketches already mentioned, in 
the early part of his Lil. youth. the following | 


declaration : © - 2 
857 71 propoſe 2 this a Auguſt 24th 


«- 1761. to keep an exact Journal of my acti- 
« ons and ſtudies, both to aſſiſt my memory, 
« and to accuſtom me to ſet a due value on 
% my time. I ſhall begin by ſetting down 
0 ſome few events of my paſt life, the me 
of which I can remember.” £4 
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| aly in French, under ee tiles, n ah. | 


Mer, or of 'Longim 
| whoſe works he happened to read in the courſe 
of the day; and he often paſſes from à Re- 


the minuteneſs, fidelity, and liberality of a 


© mind refolved to . oer and —.— it⸗ F 


ſelf. 7 
The me a 80 WS. different ti- : 


1 tles; and is ſometimes very conciſe, and ſome- 
times ſingularly detailed. One part of it is en- 


titled © My Journal,” another Ephemeri 


or Journal of my Actions, Studies, and Opi- 
E nions.” The other parts are entitled, ( Ephe- 
E merides, ou Journal de ma Vie, de mes Etudes, 
*« et de mes Sentimens. In this Journal, | 
among the moſt trivial circumſtances, are mix- 
ed very intereſting obſervations and diſſertati- 


ons on a Satire of Juvenal, a Paſſage of Ho- 
inus, or of any other author 


mark on the moſt common event, to a critical 


Diſquifition of conſiderable learning, or an 
Enquiry into ſome abſtruſe point of Philoſophy. 


It certainly was not his intention that this 


1 private and motley Diary ſhould be preſented 


to the Public; nor have 1 thought myſelf at 
liberty to preſent it, in the ſhape in which he 


left it. But by reducing it to an account of 


ts literary Wan it n ſo ſingular 
= 5 


Ae. 7 7 
Sarded as a valuable a quifition by the Literary 
World, and as an acceflion of fame to the 
memory of my Friend. With the Extracts 
. from _ Gibbon's Journal will be printed, 
his Diſſertations entitled -« Extraits raiſonnss 
de mes Lectures: and Recueil de mes 
_ «Obſervations, et Pieces detachées fur dif- 
4 ferens Sujets. A few other paſſages from 
other parts of the Journals, introduced in 
Notes, will make a curious nee to N85 
— | 
His Firſt Publication; 1 Elf fur VEcads 
« dela Litterature, with corrections and ad- 
ditions from an interleaved: copy which my 
Friend gave to me ſeveral 1 Is re- 
2 as part of theſe volumes. 
Three more of his ſmaller Publications are | 
alto reprinted. 1. His mafterly Criticiſm on 
the Sixth Book of Virgil, in anfwer-to Biſhop 
Warburton. 2. His own Vindication of the 
| Fifteenth and- Sixteenth Chapters of his 3 
tory, in anſwer to Mr. Davis and others. And 
3 His Reponſe a VExpoſe de la Cour de 
France, —an occaſional compoſition, which 
obtained the higheſt applauſe in Foreign Courts, 
dens which he A 


ſure, | 


IF eech pinky 155 b deilieg his own fe e. 4 
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ation, which he had 
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, & World.” py aſhes ny Diſlerta 
ſhewn to a few friends, on that curious ſub- 
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. ject, „L Homme au Maſque de Fer. 3. A 
= more conſidera ble work, * The 2 
46 * the Houſe of Brunſwick ;” an 1dif: 
| about- the year. 1790. In 
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it} . 8 reign: and, 3. To the Britiſh Suc- 
ceſſion of the Houſe of Brunſwick. Toe 


Manuſcript cloſes in completing the I. L 
ne Ni bj. e Ae 
ong the moſt ed age at b 
| rar work may be enumerated, the cha- 
_ 8 racters of Leibnitz and Muratori: A ſketch of 
1 Alhert-Ago ſhe ecu i 2 Prince wins ow 
| if : * At Neben and Vienna l it was 8 Cera | 
| 0 | 13 a Corps Diplomatique, that the Engliſh Mi iniſtry had pub- 
28. | liſhed.a Memorial written not only with great ability, but 
. 5 alſo in French, 1 correct, that my muſt have . 55 a 
Frenchman. 
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The laſt beer of theſe Volumes be, we 
mournful on e a en inter- 
| e than my V Friend's e 2 roi * | 
tion of hiſtorical knowledge attended him to 
the laſt. It is entitled merely « An Addreſs ;” . 
and expreſſes a with that our Latin memorials 
of the middle ages, the . Scriptores Rerum 
* Anglicarum,” may be publiſhed in England, | 
in a manner worthy of the ſubject, and of the 
Country He mentions Mr. John Pinkerton 
as a eh well qualifiec I'for the conduct 75 Þ 
ſuch a national undertaking 

In the collection of . which I am 
now ſending to the preſs, there is no article 
that will ſo much engage the public attention 
as the Memoirs. I will therefore cloſe all I 
mean to ſay as their Editor, by aſſuring the 
Reader, that, although I have in ſome mea- 
ſure newly arranged thoſe intereſting Papers, 
by forming one regular narrative from the Six 
different ſketches, I have nevertheleſs adhered 
with ſcrupulous fidelity to the very words of 
ure Author's and I'uſe the letter 8. on— 


„ . PT "IR: 


. 


. —— Eꝗ— cena ä eee ERECT eee 
2 — . a l . . : 
iis * * n «i n J 7 E «£ r * * * . 7 r 9 
. py 4. 8 * 


— 


—— — 


; 
| 
15 
| 


1 
} 
! 


n 
— — 


32 — > 


4 
P ˙ AA ] . ̃]—⁰ um , 
"ec 8 e 2 2 "ps 


** 
* 
— 


r 


wt Wei 


. C8 ot 


7 8 * 
reer eee 


— —— ̃ —u— . 1p. nn : 
— e 


1 
7 
2 
a 


2 
8 
v SO 


» * r . 
ne TY FEY 


Ti 
La 


r 


— Ce an Ar wo Pain. tdi Re n 2 , 
. 


har es 


* — 


— 


(=) 


ſuch Notes os; ny own, as 111 ſee 
ind tte oe 
It remains MOR 4 en will} the 
Pen this lateſt office of affection, 
regard to the memory of my Friend may ap- 
_ pear, as J truſt it will do, proportioned to the 
high ſatisfaction which I enjoyed for — 
years in poſſeſſing his entire confide | 

"yy _ attachment. 


SHEFFIELD. 


„ 
as . 


SnzrrIzID- PAST, 


| Tart ApTROR's INTRODUCTION. 0 | | » Wy 


Account and anecdotes of his family. . 


South Sea ſcheme, and the bill of pains and We | 


4 againſt the Directors; among whom was the Au- 
* thor's grandfather. „ 
Character of Mr. William n he by 
Mr. Gibbon's birth; he is put under the care of Mr 
| Kirkby ; ſome account of Mr. Kirkby. 9 
The Author is ſent to Dr. Wooddeſon's ſchool, ie 


he is removed on the death of his eben- | 


onate obſervations on his oy Mrs. Catharine | 


Porten. 7 4 FR 


Is entered at Weſtminſter ſchool y/i is p——_ on been 


of ill health, and afterwards placed 1wnder the care 
| 26 
Enters a Gentleman Commoner at Magdalen College, 15 


of the Rev. Mr. Francis. W of 


Oxford. Remarks on that Univerſity.— Some ac- 
count of Magdalen College. Character of Dr. 
| Waldegrave, Mr. Gibbon's firſt tutor. ee Ing 
The Author determines to write an hiftory; its ſubject— 
Solution of a chronological difficulty Mr. Gibbon 
1s converted to the Roman Catholic religion; cites 
the examples of Chillingworth and Bayle; their 


characters. Mr. Gibbon obliged to leave Oxford — | 


Farther remarks on the Univerfity. - 

The Author is removed to Lauſanne, and placed — 
the care of Mr. Pavilliard.— Reflections on his 
change of ſituation .— Character of Mr. Pavilliard, 


and an account of his manner of reſtoring Mr. Gib- 


bon to the Proteſtant Church, Mr. Gibbon re- 
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28 


41 
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; Ks Gibbon makes the tour of Swi 


Mr. Gibbon publiſhes his firſt RN Efei fur # Etade' de 


"The uber s manner oa paſſing ase de Hampidire 


The Author paſſes ſame time at Paris, gives an a 


dna Lord Sheffield. Remarks on their meeting. > 


Mr. Gibbon and Mr. Derverdun engage i in a paricdicel: 


+ 


e in i the church * L 
| eben 1754. | 
The Author's. account of the: book he ra, ad of the | 

courſe of ſtudy. he purſued. e 60 


reſpondence with ſeveral literary character is intro- 
duced to Voltaire, and ſees him perform i eral cha-.. 

___ raQtersin his own \ play-—Rentncks on his acting. bp 

Some account of Mademoiſelle Curſhod, (afterwards Ma. ; 

| dame Necker) Reflections on his. eduestlen - + 

Lauſanne; he returns to ns —his manner of / | 

{ſpending his time. 55 4p.) 5 e = 


la Litieratura.— Some obſervations on the plan, and: 
te 2 ormance. nn. 
Maty. 7 ty, eee . 


militias, and reſlections upon it. | . 59 
Mr. Gibbon reſumes his ſtudies; dn tw. . 
ſome biſtorical ſubject; conſiders various ſubje&s, and 
makes remarks upon them for that purpoſe.— Sees 
Mallet's Elvira performed. Character of that plex. | 4 


of the perſons with whom he chiefly aflociated ; pro- 
8 | cecds through Dyon and Babara. ere 
Fee eee with Mr. Holroyd, 


nene of. Mr. Gibbon's ſtudies at Lauſanne, pews. . 
paratory to his Italian journey. He travels into 
Italy; his feelings and obſervations upon his arrival 
at Rome. —He returns to England. His reflections 
upon bis ſituation.— Some account of his friend Mr. 
Deyverdun.— He writes, and communicates to his 
friends, an hiſtorical Eſſay upon the Liberty of the 
Swifs,——Their. unfavourable Renee 
Hume's opinion 121 


work, intended as a continuation of. Dr. Maty's 
n | : | Journal 
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Gibbon publiſhes | his Obſervations on the VIth 
© Zneid of Virgil, in oppoſition to Biſhop Warbur- 


oe th Grand: Procter erp of the 1 


e e hypothefis. Mr. Heyne's and Mr. Hayley? 


opinions of that Eſſay. Mr. Gibbon determines to 


write the Hiſtory of the Deoline and Fall.— His pre- 
_ paratory ſtudies. Reflections on his domeſtic eir- 


cumſlances; his father's death and character. 


Deeline and Fall. Becomes a Member of the Houſe 


Mr: Gibbon ſettles in London. Begins his Hiftory of the © 


of Commons. Characters of the principal ſpeakers. 
© —Publilhes his firſt volume; its reception. Mr. 


\ 


ſecond: viſit to 


Hume s opinion, ina knee to the Author Makes a 
His diſpute with the Abbes 


f ©, Mably.—He enumerates and charaQeriſes the wri- 


ters who wrote againſt his 15th and 16th Chapters.” 


* 
. I n 
14 5 


Mr. Gibbon, by the defire of Miniſtry, writes the Me- 


Zy the intereſt of Lord Loughbo- 2 


| rough is pe one of the Lords of Trade. Pub- 
liſhes his ſecond and third volumes of his Hiſtory; 
their reception. Mentions Archdeacon Travis's at- 

| tack upon him, and commends Mr. Porſon's anſwer 


to the Archdeacon—Notices alſo 2 2 e 
cenſure. WE 
The Author proceeds in kis | Hiſtory: Ae Talia and 
- ſettles at Lauſanne, in the houſe of his friend Mr. 


Deyverdun; his reaſons for doing ſo.— Reflections 
on his change of ſituation.— Short characters f 


Prince Henry of Pruflia and of Mr. Fox, both of whom 


he ſees at Lauſanne.—Proceeds in, and finiſhes his 


Hiſtory.—Intereſting remarks on concluding it. 


Mr. Gibbon pays a viſit to Lord Sheffield in England. — 


Remarks on Lord Sheffield's writings; publiſhes the 
remainder of his Hiſtory; returns to Lauſanne; his 


manner of employing his time.— The death of Mr. 


Deyverdun.—Obſervations of the Author upon the 


French revolution, the government of Berne, and his 
own aan. — dem. 


171 


Narrative 


. Narrie cominued by Lord Shefhl, and by Ie rom 
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wi e ts 


Mr. Gibbon, 85 8 


| Fage 

186 8 

Mr. Gibbon's aceount of bis. Noon to, 0 . at, Ik: 
Lauſanne. The fiate of Mr. Deyverdun's health, and 


an account of a viſit from Mr. Fox and Mr. Douglas. 
work, Sur la Monarchie Prufſieang, and his 


orreſpondence Secrette / e Deyver- 


4 s death, Reflections on that event. Mr. Gib- 
bon thinks of purchaſing Mr. Deyverdun's eſtate at 


Lauſanne.— Reflections on the French revolution. - " 


Private circumſtances diſcuſſed. Farther reflections on 
the French revolution.—Some” account ** _ 'Gib- 5 
| | 205 
Account of Monſieur Necker, —Charater of Mr. Burke's 


bon's health. * 


book on the French revolution. Mr. Gibbon pro- 
poſes a declaration to be ſigned by the moſt conſidera- 
ble men of all parties. Obſervations on Lord Shef- 
| Hield's election for Briſtol.— Reflections on his own 
fituation at Laufanne.—[nvitation from Mr. Gibbon 


to Lord Sheffield and his 2 to viſit kim at Lau- 


ſanne. - 


ys 


Narrative continued by Lord Sheffield. —An a account of bid 8 


viſit to Lauſanne.— Letter from Mr. Gibbon to the 


Honourable Miſs MD. e e of a viſit to 


NM. Necker. No ag: 


= 
Political refletions.—Slave Trade. -<Jotkey Club —Mr. 


Grey's motion. Conduct of the French n 8 


neva.— French affairs. 


count (in anſwer) of the Maſſacre auæ Carmes.—Ac- 


241 
Second letter to the Honourable Mifs Holroyd.—Her a 


count of General mann ag Ge- 


neva. 3 


Severy s death. Reflections on public affairs 


Lady Sheffield's death. —Mr. Gibbon g returns to Eng- 8 


land upon that event. yh 


| Narrative continued by Lord Sheffield. DARIEN of M. 


Gibbon's health; his death; et. Abſtradt 
of Mr. Gibbon's mill 1 3 


258 


Perſonal reflections on Mr. Gibbon's fuaion REY de 


272 
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ſome moments of my leiſure in reviewing the ſimple ttanſac- 


tions of a private and literary life. Truth, naked, unbluſn- 


ing truth, the firſt virtue of more ſerious hiſtory; muſt be 
the ſole recommendation of this perſonal narrative. The 


ſtyle ſhall. be ſumple and familiar: but ſtyle is the image of 
character; and the habits of correct writing may produce, 
without labour or deſign, the appearance of art and ſtudy. 


My own amuſement is my motive, and will be my reward: 
and if theſe ſheets are communicated. to ſome diſcreet and 


indulgent friends, they will be ſecreted from the publie eye 


till the author ſhall be removed m the reach: of . . 


or ridicule Nr 


Vos. I. OE WT © 8 r 


| Dh e e Ee Di 
to have been the firſt written, and which was laid afide-among looſe papers. 


Mr. Gibbon, in his communications with me on the ſubject of his Memoirs, 
a ſubject which he had never mentioned to any other perſon, expreſſed a de- 
termination of publiſhing them in his lifetime; and never appears to. have 
departed frorh that reſolution, excepting in one of his letters annexed, in 

which he -intimates a doubt, though rather careleſaly, whether in his time, 


| or at any time, they would meet the eye of the publie. In a converſation, 


however, not long before his death, it was ſuggeſted to him, that, if he 


ſhould make them a full image of his mind, he would not have nerves to - 


publiſh them in his lifetime, and therefore that they ſhould be poſthumous; 


— He anſwered, rather eagerly, that he was determined to publiſh them in his 


lifetime. 8. 5 | | 7 
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t. ade thee ir mut patio FEED 
Joge common prineinle inthe-minds of nen- We 
Tem 0 have lived, 5h the uber, ag if Erne it is 
he labour and reward-of vaniry to extend the term of this 
ideal longevity. Out imaginstion is always active to en- 
large, the narrow; circle in which Nature has confined us. 
„een updred years may be qllotted to an'individual, 
forwards beyond death with ſuch hopes as reli- 
5 l er 3 and we fill up the ſilent 
. B | Vacancy. that prece 5 our. birth,” by-aſſociating « outſelves'to 
the authors of, our exiſtence. Our calmer j wilt 
rather tend to moderate,: than to ſuppreſs,: the pride of an 
antient and urarthy race, - The ſatyriſt may laugh, the phi- 
Joſophoy may preach;: but Reaſon berſelf will reſpect he 
prejudice . ene 
| experience of mankind. 78. 
#2 neee the difinGion-of bing is allowed: to em a 
| * ſuperior order in che Rate, education and example ſhould 
=: _ al ways,: and will often, produee among them a dignity of 
En ſentiment and propriety. of conduct, which, is guarded from 
 diſhonour by their own and the public efteem. If we read 
BY | of ſomo illuſtrious line ſo antient that it has no beginning, 
fo worthy that it ought to have no end, we ſympathize in 
Bu its various fortunes;-nor can we blame the generous enthu« 
| ſiaſm, or even the harmleſs. vanity, of thoſe who are allied 
ts the- honours of its name For my own part; could I 
draw. wy pedigree from, a geueraly: a ſtateſtan, or a cele- 
 hrated author, I ſhould: Rudy their lives. with the diligence 
bi Klial love. In the inveſtigation of paſt events,. our eu- 
riofity is ſtimulated by the immediate or indirect reference 
to. ourſelves ;. but in the eſtimate of honour: we ſhould learn i” 
ta. value che gifts: of Nature above thoſe of Fortunes to 
eſtsem in our anceſtors the qualities that beſt promote the 
de eee e e re dan of a 
king leſs truly noble than the offspring of a man of genius 
E c 
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MY LIFE AND ame * 


bie, in the work, ae. Ge ae th / 


Ae loft in the 


venturies our barom und prinees of Eufepe 


darkneſs. of the middle ages bur, in the vaſt equility of the | 


empire of China, te poſterity ef Cotifiicius have wer 


tained, above two thoufand two hundred years, their pete. 


fal honours and perpetual ſueceſßon. er 


family is ſtill revered; by the ſovereign and tie people, h 


lively-image of the wiſeſt of munkind. The nobility of the 
Spencers has been illuſtrated and eritiched by the trophies of 
Marlboroughz but I exhdre them to conſidet the Fuiry 


expoſed my private feelings,” as I ſhall always do, without 
ſoruple or reſer ve: That theſe ſentiments are juſt,” or atTeaft 


naturaly 1 am inclined'to believe, ſince 1 do not feel” rmyfele 


intereſted in the eauſe; e e eee 
neither glory nor ſhame. | 
Vet a ſincere and ſimple harra 
anole eee ee — (wie and 
perhaps with juſtice, to the imputation'of vanity. I may 
judge, however, from the experience both of EX 
n — carious to 


b the wil r n 
363 — get 
hereafter be placed among the thouſand articles of a Biogra« 
phia Britannica; and I muſt be conſcious, that no one is fo 


well qualified, as myſelf, to deſcribe the ſeries of my thought 


and uitions- The authority of uy waere, ol de. grave 1 


juſtify my denz but it-would not be difficult to produts 
a 2 long liſt of antients and moderna, who, in varivus forms; 
| have exhibited their own portraits. Such portraits are oftet 
the moſt intereſting; and ſometimes the only intereſting parts 
AS „ TOON? we eden cont 


plain 


Qu us th moſt precious jewel of their cotonet. I he 
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s of the authors” : we mile. without e 
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V Eibber⸗ The confeſfions of St. Auſtin 
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mentaries of the learned Huet have ſurvived his , evangelical 
"demonſtration ; and the memoirs of Goldoni are more truly 
dramatic than his Italian comedies. The heretic. and the 
5 churchman are ſtrongly marked in the characters and for- 
: tunes of Whiſton and Biſhop Newton; and even the dull- 
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2 1455 Eamily i is criginally derived from: the. county of we. 


- was formerly overſpread with the great foreſt Anderida; and 
even now omi ation ot the Mealiʒ or Woodland. 
In this diſtrict, and in the hundred and pariſh of. Rolyenden 

the Gibbons were poſſeſſed of lands in the year one thouſand 
three hundred and twenty-ſix; and the elder branch of the 
family, without much increaſe or diminution of property, 
ſtill adheres to its native foil, Fourteen years after the firſt 
appearance of his name, John Gibbon is recorded, as the 

Marmoxarius or architect of King. Edward the Third ; the 


and the grant of an hereditary toll on the paſſage from Sand- 


vulgar 


ns of Benevenuto Cellini, and the gay 1. 


Tau kilos the Keren of the human heart : the com- 


0 esd of Michael de Marolles and Anthony Wood acquires 
| _ ſome Value from the faithful repreſentation of men and man- 
N ners. That I am equal or ſuperior to ſome of theſe, the ef- 


« 1 —_— * is the reward of no 


—— 
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The ſouthern diſtrict, which borders on Suſſex and the ſea, : 


ſtrong and ſtately caſtle of Queenfborough, which guarded | 
the entrance of the Medway, was a monument of his ſxill; 


A 


1 


wulgar it 15 the Ae, of te wre the Gibbor 
are freque 5 mentioned: they held the ran e Ri 8 
in 26” . title Ss KY promiſcuouſly aff aſſi umed 
one | | e reign of K Queen Eva” Was Ci 
ain ct ofthe pers 75 and a free Tchook;/in 1 
1 town of Benenden, proc coclaimns the e ty Pü- 
lence mip. +: its founder. But time, of. their own 'Ov v obſcu f rity, as 
caſt a'veil of: oblivion over EY vir and vices' of my 1 ent 
iſh anceſtors; their charadte 3 
labours and pleaſures of a wen life: nor is it in my power 


wo follow the advice of the Poet, i in an enquiry after a name 


* Lal” . 


el ee * 6 Shine 
* Obes apt poo makes all en ERG 


80 recent is the inftitution of our 'pa pariſh regiſters.” Tii the 
beginning of the ſeventeenth century, a youbtger branch of 
the Gibbons of Rolvenden migrated from the country to he / 
city; and from this branch I do not bluſh to deſcend. The 
| law requires ſome abilities; the church impoſes ſome re- 

_ ſtraints ; and before our army and navy, our civil eſtabliſh- 
ments, and India empire, had opened ſo many paths of for- 
tune, the mercantile profeſſion was more frequently choſen 
by youths of a liberal race ane education, who aſpired to 
create their own independence. Our moſt 'reſpeQable fa- 
milies have not diſdained the ——— or even the 
5 bop; their names are inrolled in the Livery and Companies | 


of L onde] and in England, as well as in che Italian com- 
monwealths, 'heralds have” been compelled to — that 
4 barer not degraded by the exerciſe of trade. 


The armorial enſigns which, in che times — 

adorned the creſt and meld of e ſoldier, are now become 
an empty decoration, which every man, who has money to 
bulld à carriage, may paint according to his faney om the 
panels. My family arms are the ſame, which were borne 
dy ide Gibbons of Kent in an age, when the College of 
Herald "rdligioully” guirded” the diſtinctions of blood and 
me; a 4h e . between er ee 


Argent, 


* "With » 79 5 of lig 4K e de d ee 
mei bb had provoked bim by an unjuſt lsw.-le. But this | 
ſingular mode of revenge, for which he obtained the Gar 
| of Sir Willam Seagar, king at arms, ſoon expired With i | 
author; and, err n e Dea | 
Bo ea reger (nl beten) e ee e 
Dur alffances by marriage it is Sit 900 xcefyl ta menti a 
| Tue chief honour of my anceſtry is James Tiens, Baron Say . 
and Seale, and Lord High Treafurer'of England, in the 
| reign of Henry the Sixthz from whom by the Phelips, he 
_-Whetnalls, and the Cromers, I an lineally defended in 
the eleventh degree. His diſmifion and impriſ 4 
the Tower were inſufficient to appeaſe the popular elmer; 
and the Treaſurer, with his ſon-in-law Cromer, was be- 
headed (1450), after a mock trial by the Kemtiſh/inſurgents. | 
The black liſt of his offences, as it is exhibited in Shakef- | 
peare, Giſplays the ignorance and envy of a plebeian tyrant. | 
-Befides the vague reproaches of ſelling Maine and Nor- 
mandy to the Dauphin, the treaſurer is ſperially accuſed/of 
huxury, for riding on a foot-cloth and of treaſon, for ſpeax- 
ing French, the language of our enemies: „ Thou haſt 
& moſt traiterouſly corrupted the youth of the realm,” fas 
| Jack Cade to the unfortunate Lord, © in erecting a gram- 
mar- ſchool; and whereas, before our forefathers haft no 
& other books chan the ſcare and the tally,” thou baſt cauſed 
« printing to be uſed; RI IRS: 
8 e ee eee wy e ee 


| SEES lata Beets, NG en {te 
mily of Gibbon. The e eſcutcheon in the Temple, Hall | quarters 


Chancellor in e. 8. 
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death; bus af ers. ee wee om bout, 


ral, ot a grammar · ſehool, and afterwards in Jeſus College 


and wü es 


ed inte England, till ſevers).yeard after Tord Bay's 


be e ef his deſeone from a patron an martyr 


iug. ))%)Cͤõͤ AT oor ha Pos 2013 my 

\Indbetoghndogatielef comury Bobert. Gibbon, alas 
of Rolrenden in Kent, (who thed in.a618,) had a for. of the 
ſame name of Robert, who fettled.in London, and became 
2 member ef the-Cloth-warkers?, Company. His wife way 


1 daughter of the Edgars, who Rouriſhed: about four hun- 


dred years in the county of Suffolk, and produecg an emi- 
nent and wealthy ſerjeant-at-laws Sir Gregory Edgar, in 
the reign of Henry the Seventh. Of the ſons of Robert. 
Gibbon, (WO died in 1643,) Matthew. did het aſpire aboyg. 


_ "the ſation of a linen-draper in Leadenhall-fireetz but Jobs 
has given to the, public ſome curious memorials of his exißt- 


ence, his character, and. bis family; He was bern en the. 
34 of November in the year 26294 his education was liber 


at Cambridge; and he celebrgtes the retited content which = 
he enjoyed at Alleſbarough in Woreeſerſbire, in the houfs 


e Thomas Lord Coventry, where John Gibbon, was em- 


ployed as 2 domeſtic tutor, the ſame . office. which Mr. 


Hobbes exerciſed in ine Devonſhire family. Nut tho ſpirit 
of my kinſman ſoon immerged into more active life : he 


viſised forcign countries as a ſoldior and a traveller, ac- 


| quired the knowledge of the French and Spaniſh languages, 


paſſed ſome timo in the Iſſe of Jerſey, eroſſed the Atlantic, 


and refided upwards of a twelvemonth. (1659) in the rifing 


coloay of Virginia. In this remote province, his taſte, or 


F A CIICe 


at- danse of the native Indians. As they moved in 
; meaſured 


* 


be ies, 5 a — painted — — — vg 
of his favourite ſcience. At which I exceedingty-won- 


gered ; and concludec that heraldry was ingraſted nat. 
| rely into the ſenſe of human race. If ſos it deſerves 2 


© greater. eſteem than now-a-days..isputh upon it His 
return to England after. the Reſtoration was ſoon follow 
by dis marriage —bis ſettlement in a houſe in St. Catherine's 


„Cloyſter, near the Tower, which devolved to my grandfa- © 


"ther-—and his introduction into the Heralds? College (in 


1671) by the ſtyle and title of Blue · mantle Purſuivant at 


Arms. In this office he enjoyed near fifty years the rare 


felicity of uniting, in the ſame purſuit, his duty and ineli- 
nation: his name is remembered in the College, and man 
of his letters are ſtill preſerved. Several of the moſt-re- 


ſpectable characters of the age, Sir William Dugdale, Mr. 
Alhmole, Dr. John Betts, and Dr. Nehemiah Grew, were 


his friends; and in the ſociety of ſuch men, John Gibbon 


ki may be recorded without diſgrace as the member of an aſ- 
" trological club. . The ſtudy of hereditary honours is favour- 


. able to the Royal prerogative ; and my kinſman, like moſt | 
of his family, was a high Tory both in church and ſtate. 


In the latter end of the reign of Charles the Second, his 
pen was exerciſed in the cauſe of the Duke of Vork: the 


— 
3 


Republican faction he moſt cordially deteſted; and as each 


animal is conſcious of its proper arms, the heralds' revenge 
was emblazoned on a moſt diabolical eſcutcheon. But the 
triumph of the Whig government checked the preferment 
of Blue-mantle; and he was even ſuſpended from his office, 
till his tongue could learn to pronounce the oath of abjura- 
tion. His life was prolonged to the age of ninety ; and, in 
the expectation of the inevitable though uncertain hour, he 


: N rr to preſerye the bleſſings of health, competence, and 


"oY In the year 1682 he publiſhed at London his Zatro- 
At ad Latinam Blaſoniam, an original attempt, which 


| Gatlident had deſiderated, to define, in a Roman idiom, the 


terms 
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years ſince I acquiredß in ©foreigh ind] Tore Görteftie in. 
celligenee of my on amy; and this intelligence was Con- 
 veyetits Switzerland” from the heart bf Gefmary, L a 
formed um aequaintaner with Mr. Tunger; a Tively and in- 
| genivus ſcholar} 'while-he reſided at Laar d $ pfeceptor 
Hereditary Prince of Brunſwick. Of his return to 
his proper ſtation of Librarian to the Dutal Libtary of Wol- 
| fenburtel, he accidentally found among forme Tterdry rubbiſh 
a ſmall old Engliſh volume of heraldry,” inſcribed with the 
T name of Jahn Gibbon. From the title only Mr. Tanger 
| judged that it might be an aver nt to his friend; 
and he judged'rightly. © His manner is quaint and affected; 
| his order i confuſed but be bilptays ſome wit, more read- 
ing, und Rill” more enthuſiaſm; and if an enthilfialt be 
often abſurd; ke ver Mgüld. An Engliſh text is per- 
 petually interſperſed with Latin ſentences in proſe and verſe; 
but in his own poetry he claims an exemption from the laws 
of proſody. Amidſt a profuſion of genealogical knowledge, 
my kinſman could not be forgetful of his own name} and 
to him L am indebted for almoſt the whole of my informati- | 
on concerning the Gibbon family. From this ſmall work 
(a duodecimo of one hundred and ſixty-five pages) the au- 
thor expected immortal fame: and at the concluſion 925 
; Wray reps" in a ſtrain of ſelf=exiiſtation ; | Fe bs | 


cad « Uſque bn cominiter Mas Blaſonia per wen 
E © Verborumque dehinc barbara forma cadat. 

1 alien liber, wk ed ee eee 

: ao -..<. Teftis rite mea ſedulitatis erit. 

10 «,Quicquidaagat Zoilus, ——_— — 

21 Artis quod r ee 


* 8000 are the hopes of authors «+ In the failure of thoſe hope 
8 John Gibbon bas not been the firſt of his profeſſion, and 
very poſlibly may not be the laſt of his name. His brother 

| Matthew Gibbon, the draper, bad one Hughes, and two 
5B 
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—_— the e of John the bald would de 
much leſß precious, than thoſe of his nephew Edward: but 


an author proſeſſes at leaft to write for the, public benefit ; - 
and the flow balance of. neee. 0 choſe perr 
ſons, only, to whom it js. adva Fh ſucceſsſul 


1 grandfacher raiſed din abore the Jovel of | 
anceſtors ; he appears to have launched into 


. and extenſive dealings ; even, his opinions were © | 
ardinate to his intereſt; and I find. him in Flanders 
ing King William's troops, while he would have con- 
with more pleaſure, though not perhaps at a chæapet 
rate, for the ſervice of King James. During his xefidence - 
abroad, his concerns. at home were managed by his mother 
Heſter, an active and notable woman. Her fecond haſband 
was 2 widower, af the name of Adcon; they. united the 
children of their firſt nuptiak. After his marriage wich 
the daughter of Richard AQon, goldſmith in Leadenhall- 
| Kreet, he gave his own ſiſter to Sir Whitmore Acton, ff 
Aldenbam; and I am thus connected, by a triple alliance, 
with that ancient and loyal family of Shropſhire baronets. It 
conſiſted about that time of ſeven brothers, all of gigantie 
ſtature; one of whom, a pigmy of ſix feet two inchec% 
confeſſed himſelf the laſt and leaſt of the ſeven; adding, in 
te true ſpirit of party, that ſuch men were not born ſince 
the Revolution. Under the Fory adminiftration of the 
four laſt years of Queen Anne (1710—1714) Mr. Edward | 
Gibbon was appointed one of the Commiſfioners of the 
Cuſtoms he fat at that Board with Prior: — 0 
was better qualified for his ſtation than the poet ſince can 15 
Bolingbroke has been heard to declare, that he had never 
cConverſed with. a man, who more clearly underſtood the 
commerce and finances of England. In the year 1716: he 
was elected one of the DireQors of the South Sea, Camp 


ny; and his books a the proof that, before his ac- / 
ceptance 


| yo toes ad te hon — e 
gie d. Of the uſe or abuſe of the South Sen ſcheme, 

of Arie geen —— und his brother 
Directors, L am either a competent nor a diſintere ſted judge: 

Poet che equity of modern times myſt eendeton the violent | 
and arbitrary proceedings, which would have diſgraced the 
cauſe of juſtice, and would render injuſtice ſtill more odious. 
No ſooner had the nation; awakened from its golden dream, 
than a popular and even u parliamentary clamour derrianded - 
their victims; bot it was acknowledged: on all ſides that the 
South See Directors, however guilty, could not be touched 
by any known laws of the land, The fpeech of Lord 
e ge e A e Er wor man may 


| « The 3 123 hol 5 — 3 
« tenge of a parricide: but as ſoon as dhe firſt monſter ap- 
« peared,” he was ſown in a ſack, and caſt hegdlong into the 
« rivery and I ſhall be comtent to inflict the fame treatment 
on the authors of gur preſent ruin His motion was at 
literally adopted; but a bill of paing and penalties was in- 
troduced, a retroactive ſtatute, to puniſh the offences, which 
did not exiſt at the time they were committed. duch a per- | 
nicious vialation of liberty and law can be excuſed only by 
the moſt imperious necefhty ; nor could it be defended on 
this occaſian by the plea of impending danger or uſeful ex- 
ample, The legiſlature reſtrained the perſons of the Di- 
and marked their characters with a previous note of igno= 
miny: they were compelled to deliver, upon catch, the 
ſtrict value of their eſtates ; and were diſabled from making 
any transfer or alienation of any part of their property. © 
hae ns Wan pains and 8 . 
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- nar Bi WR ſhould be allowed for che future ſupport of 


a ee but it was ſpeciouſly urged, that in the Var. 
us ſhades of opulence and guilt ſuch an unec | 


Fu" VA light for many, and for ſome might pol ly be 
| £00 heavy. The character and conduct of each man were 
ſeparately weighed ; but, inſtead of the calm ſolemnity of Pl 
judicial inquiry, the fortune and henour of three and 9 
Engliſhmen were made the topic of haſty converſation, the 
ſport of a lawlefs majority; and the baſeſt member of the 


committee, by a malicious word or a ſilent vote, might 1 in- | 


dulge his general ſpleen or perſonal animoſity. Injury was 


4 * 1. 


nagęrayated by inſult, and inſult was embittered by pleaſantry. 
Allowances of twenty pounds, or bd thilling, were face- 

tiouſly moved. A vague repo 
merly been concerned in * by which ſome un- 
known perſons had loſt their money, was admitted as a 
proof of his actual guilt. One man was ruined becauſe he 
had. dropped a fooliſh ſpeech, that his horſes ſhould feed T 


that a Director had for- 


upon gold; another becauſe he was grown ſo proud, that, 


one Bin at the Treaſury, he had refuſed: à civil anſwer to 
perſons much above him. All were condemned, abſent and 


in arbitrary fines and forfeitures, which ſwept 


away the greateſt part of their ſubſtance, | Such bold op- 


preſſien can ſcarcely be ſhielded by the omnipotence of par- 


liament: and yet it may be ſeriouſly queſtioned, whether the 
| Judges of the South Sea Directors were the true and legal 
repreſentatives of their country, The firſt parliament of 
George the Firſt had been choſen (1715), for three years: 
the term had elapſed, their truſt was expired; and the four 
additional 3 years (1718—1722), during which th 
nued to ſit, were derived not from the 
themſelves; from the ſtrong meaſure of the — bil, 


6 be * il ſerar di cenſiglio of the 
| 5 Venetien 
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eee maintains the peace 4 Ba of 


3 As often as a tepeal has been moved in the 
| Houſe of Commons e e OO: 


and conſcientious vote. Gs 


My grandfather, could not expect to be treated with more 
lenity than his companions: His. Tory principles and Cons. 
nections rendered him obnoxious to the ruling powers: his 
name is reported in a ſuſpicious ſecret; and his well-known 


abilities could not plead the excuſe of ignorance or error. 


In the firſt proceedings againſt the South Sea Directors, 


Mr. Gibbon i is one of the few who were taken into cuſtody z 


and, in the final ſentence; the meaſure of his fine proclaims 
him eminently guilty. The total eſtimate which he deliver- 
ed on oath to the Houſe of Commons amounted to one hun- 


dred and fix thouſand five hundred and forty- three pounds 
five Hhillings and fix pence; excluſive of antecedent ſettle- 
ments. Two different allowances of fifteen and of ten 


4 thouſand pounds were moved for Mr. Gibbon; but, on the 
| queſtion being put, it was carried without a diviſion for the 
{ſmaller ſum. On theſe ruins, with the ſkill and credit, of 


which parliament had not been able to deſpoil him, my 


ber 1736, at the age of ſeventy 3. and by his laſt will, at 


Since inhabired by Ke Wood, Si Jn Shelly, te Dake of Nan 


Sc. 78. . = 


* 


Er nation: W "bs fel 95 I 


r at a mature age erecteg the edifice of a new for- 
tubs; the labours of ſixteen years were amply rewarded; 
and 1 have reaſon to believe that the ſecond ſtructure was 

not much inferior to the firſt. He had realized a very con- 
ſiderable property in Suſſex, Hampſhire, Buckinghamſhire, 

and the New River Company; and had acquired a ſpacious 

; houſe *, with gardens and lands, at Putney, in Surry, 

: where be reſided i in decent hoſpitality. He died in Decem- 


e 


age he e reconciled;)} eee 
- daughters, Catherine and Heften: The hormer became de 
wife of M Edward Elliſtong an Eaſt India baptzim: their | 
daughiter and heireſs Catherine was married in the year 1736 
1 Edward Eliot, eſq; (now! Lord Eliot); of Port Eliot, 
in che couttyof Cornwall; and their three ſons are my 
| neareſtmale telations on tho father's fide; A' life of devo» 
tion and celibacy was the choice of my aunt; Mre: Heſter 
- Gibbonz"whoy//ar the age of -eightysfive, ſtill reſides in 2 
Fee in Northamptonſhire; having long fur. 
vived her ſpiritual guide and faithful companion Mr; Wil- 
| me Lan whey! at an advanced age; about the year 1761, 
died in her houſe. In our family he had leſt the reputation 
of a worthy and pious man, who believed all that he pro- 
felled, and practiſedl all that he enjoined· The character of 
a nonjuror; which he maintained to the lafty is a ſuſficient 
evidence'of his principles in church and ſtate; and the ſa - 
crifice of intereſt to conſcience will be always reſpectable. 
Hisitheological writings; which -our-domaſtic connection 
has tempted me to peruſe, preſerve an imperſect fort of life, 
and I can pronounce with more confidence and knowledge 
on the merits of the author. His laſt compoſitions are dark. 
ly tinctured by the incomprehenſible viſions of Jacob Beh- 
men; and his diſcourſe on the abſolute unlawfulneſo öf 
ftage-entortainments is ſometimes quoted for a ridiculous in- 
temperance of ſentiment and language. The actors and 
u ſpectators muſt all be damned: the playhouſe-is che poreh 
«of Hell, the place of the Devil's abode, - here be holds 
© his fithy court of evil ſpirits: a play is the Devil's tri- 

4 umph, a ſacrifice performed to his glory, a8 8 
«the heathen temples of Barchus or Venus, &. Ste.? 
But theſe ſallies of religious phrenſy muſt not extinguiſſi the 
pruiſe, vhich is due to Mr. William Law: as a wit and a 
ſeholar. His argument on topies of leſs abſurdity is ſpeci- 
ous and acute, his manner is lively, his ſtyle forcible and 
„ and, had not his vigorous — been clouded by en- 

| thuſiaſm, 


. 


r bung a0 wirds "ty - 


ed wich the moſt agrevqble- and 


zen e ney nent eee 


Dr 


n d 8 0 eee: and the authority of the 
the Lord's — — the combat with Biſhop 


Hoadleyy.the object of Whig idolatry, and Tory -abhor- = 
rence 3 and at every weapon. of attack and deſence the non- 


juror, on the ground which is common to both, approves 


the Fable of the Beese he drew his pen againſt the licenti- 
ous doctrine that private vices are public benefits; und mo- 
rality as welt as religion muſt join in his applauſe.” Mr. 
E is ſtill read as a po- 


pular and powerful book of devotion- His precepts are 
rigid; but they are founded on the goſpel - his fatire is 
ſharp; but it is drawn from the knowledge of human life's 


and many of his portraits are not uaworthy of the pen of 
La Bruyere- If be finds a ſpark of piety im his reader's 
mind; he will ſben kindle it to a flame; and a philoſopher 


muſt allow that he expoſes, with equal ſeverity and truth; 


the ſtrange eontradiction between the faith and practice o 
the Chriftian world. 


then and the chriftian ſiſter. a 


at the age of 'thirteen he could ſcarcely feel: that he was 
dilinherited by act of parliament; and, as he advanced to- 
wards manhood, new proſpects of fortune opened to his 
view. A parent is moſt attentive to ſupply in his children 
| the deficiencies, of which he is conſcious in bimſelf: my 
grandfather's knowledge was derived from à ſtrong under- 
ſtanding, and the experience of the ways of men; but my 
father enjoyed the benefits of a liberal education as a ſeho- 
lar and a gentleman. . At Weſtminſter Schook, and after - 
wards at Emanuel College in Cambridge, he paſſed through 
a regular courſe of academical diſcipline; and te” 

by BB, Ro PTL ; | his 


int of the Heratiient of 


himſelf at leaſt equal to the prelate. On the appearance ef 


Under the names of Flavia and Mi- 
rands -he has/ . + Mans 


My father, EdvwedOidton, was dom in October por | 
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tected the retreat of the Spaniards. from Algiers. On m 


ne Mr. * Wh ath — But th. mind 'of : 2 ine 3 — 


Pw arty ro nant mare 
faſhionable exerciſes ; and as his temper Ws we eee. 


al, he-indulged-in thoſe pleaſures, for which the ſtrictneſs 
of his former education had given him a keener reliſh; . lle 


; afterwards-viſited ſeveral provinces of France; but his ens 
curſions were neither long nor remote; and the lender | 


knowledge, which he had gained of the French language, 


was gradually obliterated, His paſſage through Beſangon 


is marked by a ſingular. conſequence i in the chain of human 


events. In a dangerous illneſs Mr. Gibbon was attended, 
at his own requeſt, by one of his kinſmen of the name of 


Ron, the younger brother of a younger brother, who had 
applied himſelf to the ſtudy of phyſic. During the flow re- 
covery of his patient, the phyſician himſelf was attacked by 


the malady of love: he married his miſtreſs, renounced his 
country and religion, ſettled at Beſangon, and became the 


father of three ſons; the eldeſt of whom, General Acton, 
is conſpicuous in Europe as the principal Miniſter of the 
King of the Two Sicilies. By an uncle ; Whom. another 
ſtroke of fortune had tranſplanted: to Leghorn, 

cated in the naval ſervice of the Emperor ; 1 and his valour 
and conduct in the command of the Tuſcan frigates pro- 


father's return to England he was choſen, in the general 
election of 1734, to ſerve in parliament for the borough of 


Petersſield ; a burgage tenure, of which my grandfather 


poſſeſſed a weighty ſhare, till he alienated (I know not why). 
ſuch important property. In the oppoſition to Sir Robert 
Walpole. and the Pelhams, prejudice and ſociety connected 
his fon with the Tories, —ſhall I ſay Jacobites ? or, as they 
were pleaſed to ſtyle themſelves, the country gentlemen ? 


a with them he gave many a vote; with them he drank many 


a bottle. 


=_ ; a 3 9 


* 


of Aged, "OS. W fe enen 


fest without eaſure'o on the bounty of Nature, which caſt 


with a female, much about our own age; an affection per- | 5 


Stanier Porten} and three daughters : Catherine, who preſerved her maiden 


| Darrel of Richmond, and left two ſons, A n 
A ag We 


tle. . Without ac wiring the fame of an orator. or a 
an, he'eagerly joined, in the great oppaſitiop, which, 
he years chaſe, hunted down, Sir 2 to... 
pole: 4 "and in the g. lait of an unpopulat ini 7 
tified a private revenge againſt He, poor of an Þ. 
the South Sea perſecution, "RI I - : 
1 wis born at Putney, | | 


-=2 8 


| A . 
4 . 8 - — r 
— — r r . In TC 
et r . n 


thirty-feven 3" ff & r 
Gibbon, eig. and of Judith Porten . My lat might baye 


been that of 4 flave, a ſavage, or a peaſant; nor can Ice. 


7 


! birth in a free and civilized country, in an age of ſci- 5 
ence and philoſophy, in 4 family of honourable rank, and. : 
decently” endowed: with the gifts of fortune. From my 
birth I have enjoyed the right of primogeniture ; but I was 
ſneceeded by five brothers and one filter, all of whom were! 
ſnatched away in their infancy. My five brothers, whoſe. 
names may be found in the pariſh regiſter of Putney, I ſhall 
not pretend 1 to lament: but from my childhood to the A. 
hour T have deeply and ſincerely regretted my ſiſter, whole 
life was ſomewhat prolonged, and Nane remember to 
have ſeen an amiable infant. The relation of A brother and 
a ſiſter, <<) ally if they do not marry, appears to.me of 3. 
very fingular nature. It is à familiar and tender friendſhip 


by ſoftened by the ROT, influence of 5 but pure from f 


A 8 ” = 


"Tot. = a 4: 18 LATE «ts 1. 
r 17 e 15k | 77 
* The bee ee Lowe. my n b 
eſteem... Mr. James Porteng a merchant of London, reſided with bis family 
at Putney, in a houſe athoining to the bridge and church. yard, where I haye 
vaiſed- many happy hours of tny childhood. He left one ſon (the late Sir 


name, and of whom-1 mall hereafter ſpeak; another daughter married Mr. 
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8 , | pole, perc 
3 . vo 0 lead, 2 N in the Houſe of 
ommons, and prudently refed (after a dominion. of one' 
5 Uteeney years) the guidance. o the ſtate (1742). But. 
85 3 in of an unpopular miniſter way not ſucceeded,; accord- 
to \genera} ral expeFtation, by. a millenium eh ene wal 
rue: fome. courtiers loſk- their places, ſome 2 
| „ Lord Orford's offences vaniſhe 
| vibration, the Pe 


8 . on the old baſis « of the Whig ariſtocracy. Int the 
ed by 


VETS of 


. big 140. the throne and io on th 
a. pid bellion, \ which. does nat reflech muen onouf o 


N 1 to join * * ſtandard, and. his Ae (i 
E the people) allowed him to advance into the heart © 
0 the king 


daring, perhaps without defici 


75 


to aid t the rebels). m 70 Father invariably adhered. to. the Tory; 


oppoſition. In the moſt critical ſeaſon he IC | "Gf the 
ſervice of the party, the office of alderman in the city of 
nden? but the duties were ſo repugnant to his inelintti. 
oi and hahits, thy he refigned his gown at dhe ccd of x, ifex 
months. The ſecond parliament in which. be fat. was uy 
maturely diffolveck (1747): and as he was nnable or ü i- 
ling to maintain à fecond conteſt for Southam ton, j the, life. 
of the ſenator expired in thaz diſſolution, (let 
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3 this unfavourable chai Malone? Me EE : 2 


Likee, 80 feeble wer wy conſtitution, o precan- 
f. that. „ in e e | 2 tim of eich 'of my 3 85 
thy father's + prudence ſucceſſively repeated m my. chriſtian o name” 


of Sitar that, in eile of the depatture of the cet es 
is patror W e al be . YR e in 


rep e and to rear 27 tall « a age ME n moſt 1 | 
ality was ſcarcely ſulfiient; and my l "mother's S . 1 
Was FLAT diverted by tier frequent pregnancies | 
oo ve pation for her huthahd, and by the di ce o 
he FO, in which” his taſte ahd authority obliged her .ta, 
Bat the maternal offite* was ſupplied 57 my aupt, | 


kling g down my cheek: A'lite'of celibac) ans 


gr i trick 
erred” her” vacant, affection to her ſiſter's firſt child: m 


weakneſs "excited her pity ; het attachment was fortified by, 


s labour an dfuckels:- and if ere be aby, as Truft there, are, 


BY who. rejoice. that I live, to that deat and excellent, 
woman they muſt hold themſelves indebted, Many anxious, | 
and J {olitary days, did Ihe conſume in the patient trial of every, 
mode of relief aud amuſement. Many wakeful nights. did, + ba 
ſhe' fit by, my bed de in trembling expectation that each, 8 
hour would be my laſt. Of the various and frequent diſ- 

orders c of my e childhood my! own 1 1 70 is dark; nor 0 
ing a topic. Suffice. it to 
fay, that while every ptactitioner, from Sloane, and Werd | 
to the Cheyali ier Taylor, | was ſucceſſively ſummoned. to tor 
ture or relieve me, the care of my mind was too frequently, 
e ae Of. y health: colnpaſſion afways ſuggeſted 
Go es an 


SENT MEMOIRS. DF; ico 
an: excuſe 90 8 at Hb hem m: 1 of FO RY 
E and the chain of my. education was broken, 
238 often as I was recalled from the ſchool of. learning to ie 
bed. of ſickneſs. 121208 80 iin 44 Tad; 943.5 $41 824 07 | 
As ſoon as the uſe of ſpeech had prepared my infant rea- 
ſon for the admiſſion of knowledge, I-was taught the arts 
of reading writing. and arithmetie. 80 remote is the 
date, ſo vague is the memory of their origin in myſelf, that, 

« were not the error corrected by analogy, Tae 

ed 10 conceive them as innate... In my childhood I was 
praiſed for the readineſs, with. which I could multiply and 
divide, by memory alone, two ſums of ſeveral | figures: ſueh 
praiſe encouraged my growing talent; and had I perſevered 
in this line of application, I might have: en _- fame 1 
in mathematical. ſtudies. e ne Ky 
After this previous inſtitution at els 880 Adee 
at Putney, I was delivered at the age of ſeven into the hands 
of Mr. John Kirkby, who exerciſed. about eighteen months 
the office of my domeſtic tutor. His awn words, which 1 
ſhall here tranſcribe, inſpire in-his favour a ſentiment of pity. 
and eſteem. . During my abode in my native county of 
« Cumberland, in quality of an indigent eurate, I 'uſed 
« now-and-then in a Summer, when the pleaſantneſs of the 
” ſeaſon invited, to take 2 ſolitary walk-to the ſea-ſhore,. 
« which lies-about two miles from the town where 1 lived. 
Here I would amuſe. myſelf, one while in viewing at large 
<« the agreeable proſpe& which ſurrounded me, and another 
| c while (confining my ſight to nearer objects) in admiring, 
« the vaſt variety of beautiful ſhells, thrown upon the 
| 00 beach; ſome of the choiceſt of which I always picked up, 
Eto divert my little ones upon my return. One time 
4 among the reſſ, taking ſuch a journey in my head, I ſat 
& don upon the declivity of the beach with my face to the 
« ſca, which was now come up within a few yards of my 
@ feet; when immediately the fad thoughts of the wretched | 
« condition of my family, and the unſucceſsfulneſs of all 
© endeavours to amend it, came RIES into my mind, 
i ch 
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breed tears from my eyes.” Diſtreſs at laſt foroech him 

to leave the country. His learning and virtue introdubed ö 


n | Ct dee; 


him err and at Putney he might have found at 
1eaſt u temporary ſhelter had not an act of indifcretion 
again ditven him into the world. One day reading prayers 


im the pariſh church, he moſt unluckily forgot the name of 


Eing George: his patron, à loyal ſubject, diſmiſſed him 
with ſome reluctance, and a decent reward; and how the 


por man ended his days Lhave never been able to learn. 
Mr. John Kirkby is the author of two ſmall vdlumes z the 
Liner 'Automithes London, 1745), and an Engliſh and 


(London, 1745); which, as a teſtimony 


| &f 1 he dedicated (November Sth, 2745) to my 
father. The books are before me: from them the pupil 
may judge the preceptor; and, upon the whole, his judge 

ment will not be unfayourdble. The grammar is executed 

| with accuragy and frill; / and I know not whether any better 


exiſted ut the time in our language: but the life of Autos 
mathes aſpires to the honours of a philoſophical fiction. It 
is the ſtory of à youth, the ſon of a ſhipwrecked exile, 
who lives alone on a deſert iſland from infancy to the age of 

d. A hind is his nurſe ; he inherits a cottage, with 
many uſeful and curious inſtruments ; ſome ideas remain of 
the education of his two firſt years; ſome arts are borrowed 
from the beavers. of a neighbouring lake; ſome truths are 


revealed in ſupernatural viſions, ' With theſe helps, and his 


own induſtry, Automathes becomes a ſelf-taught though 
ſpeechleſs philoſopher, who had inveſtigated with ſucceſs 
his own rhind, the natural world, the abſtract ſciences, and 
the great principles of morality and religion. Fhe author 
is not entitled to the merit of invention, ſinet he has blend 
ed the Engliſn ſtory of Robinſon Cruſoe with the Arabian 


romance of Hai Ebn Yokhdan; which he might have read 


in the Latin verſion of Pocock. In the Automathes I can- 
not praiſe either the depth of thought or elegance of ſtyle; 


dut the book is not devoid of entertainment or inſtruction; 


and 
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In mp. ninth. year * ( anugry 2746). ina | — e RIVA 
_ comparative health, my father adopted the convenient and 
e of Engliſh education; and I wes. ſent to 5 

Kingſton upon Thames, to a ſchool of abgut ſeventy boyd, 
__ which was kept by Dr, We oo on and his aſſiſtants. Every 
 - time I have. ſince paſſed over Fytgey Common, I baue al- 
| - ways. noticed the ſpot where my mother, as wx drove: along 
in the coach, admoniſhed me that f was now going into the 
_. World, and mult learn to-think and a for myſelf. The 
expreſſion may appear ludigrous z, yet there is. not, in de 

? courſe of life, a more rkable change than the removal 


3 8 af 290 nt wr and freedom of 2 wealthy houſe, 
TOO, diet and tric. ſubordination of a ſchool ; from 
Toca of Fu and Fog 8 of tt 


| capricious ps Such hardſhips may bel the min 
and body againſt the injuries of forzune z but my timid re- 
ſerye was aſtoniſhed 1 the crowd and turgult of the ſchool; 

the wam ef Rirength and-aQliyity diſqualifed me for the 

{x 2 of the play-field; nor have 1 forgotten how often in 

1 the the year forty-ſix I was reviled and bufſened fox the ins of 

- my Tory anceſtors, By the common methods gf diſcipline, 
at the expence of many tears and ſome. blo 1 3 
te knowledge of the Latin ſyntax; and not long ſince 1 

was poſſeſſed of the dirty volumes of Phedrus and Corne- 

ius Nepos, which I painfully conſtrued and darkly under- 
Hood, The choice 1 theſe e is 705 Mar cken The 
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int, "his" brevity" Eopiouw: : he de fees” uf . 


mitiste a bung ftudent in che hiffory'of "Greece and — 
Tue uſe of fables or apologues has been approved in 
8 untient India to modern Eürbpr. The conyey in 
familiar images the truths of morality and prudencsz and 
the moſt chüldiſh underſtanding (L advert to the feruples of ; 
Rouſſeau) will not ſuppoſe either that beaſts & ſpeak, 'or | 
that men may lie. A fable repreſents the genuine characters 

of animals; and a Tkilful maſter right extra@t from-Pliny 
and Buffon ſome pleaſiüg leſſons af natural hiſtory, a ſci- 
ene Well adapted to the taſte and capacity of children. The 
Latinity of Phedrus is not exempt from an alloy of the 
fler age but his manner is conciſe, terſe, and ſententi- 
_ ous: the Thracian flave diſcreetly breathes the ſpirit of 2 
freeman; and when the tent is ſound, the ſtyle is perſpi- 
Eu6us. ' But his fables, after a long oblivion, were firſt 
publiſkied by Peter Pithou, from a corrupt manuſcript. 

"The labours of fifty editors confeſs the defefts of the'copy 
ks well as "the value of the original; and the 
may have been whipt for miſapprehending a paſſage, Which 
8 2 could not . and WS IL: candor 


e fea or ee e at ingftan-ſcbool of 


near two years, I was finally recalled (December 1747) by 


my mother's death, which was occaſioned, in her thirty- 


eighth year, by the conſequences of her laſt labour; I was 


too young to feel the importance of my loſs; and the image | 


of her perſon” and. converſation is faintly in in my 
memory. The affectionatt heart of my aunt, Catherine 


| Porteti, bewailed a ſiſter and a friend; but my poor father 
was iticonſolable,” and the tranſport of grief ſeemed to 
. Tan nei 


ver forget the ſcene 
of 
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health. Her natural good ſenſe was im 
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S At a conyivial meeting of his. friends, Me., 
* affect or enjoy a EN of cheerfulneſs,., but- 

ineſs was for ever deſtroyed: and after ;the: 

= of his Fe hl aps 4 hoy a world, of which. Ik 

the bulineſs, and pleaſures were to him irkſome or inſipid. 

frer ſome unſucceſsful trials be renounced the tumult-of ED 
hs and the war of, . and N bimſelf 1 , 


dridg c and e of my maternal g 


f in. 55 light of my proper and native | pak 7 apo er b | 
s Wat! | t I was allowed to ſpeud the greateſt part of py. times in 


fic nels. e or in health, during 47 vacatiens and my 955 
parents” reſidence in London, and finally. after, mp mother's 


= Ki any Peay and declared. He ſuddenly pf $4 
b but as his effects were not ſold, nor the houſe evacuated, 
6 the . Chriſtmas following, 1 enjoyed during. the whole. 
year r the ſociety of 1 my aunt, . without much conſciouſneſs of 
5 fate. ] feel a melancholy pleaſure in repeat: 
my obligations to that excellent woman, Mrs. Cathe- 

1150 Porten, the true mother of my mind as well as of y] 
oved by the po- 
ruſal of the beſt. books! in the Engliſh language; and if her 


realon Was ſometimes clouded by prejudice,. — ſentiments 


were never diſguifed by bypocriſy or affectation. Her in- 
dulgent tenderneſs, the frankneſs of ber temper, and my 


innate riſing canon, ſoon removed all diſtance between 


290 
us.: 


e months after that event, in the ſpring. gf. * 


— — r ber 050 

| reward-tq vbſerve the firſt ſhoots'vf my young ideas.” | 
and lauguor were often: foothed by the voice of inſtru tion 
and amuſement; and to her kind dare H a apy, £ 1 
bor dhe beats of India. Tad page he 0c 
were it poſſible to aſcertain the date, at which 2 favourite. 
tale was engraved, by frequent repetition, 'id my memory: 
the Cav. "of the Winds; che Palace of Felicity ; and be 
fatal moment, at the end of three months or centuries, when 
Prince Adolphus is overta n by Time, who had worn out 
ſo many pair' of wings in the purſuit. Before left King- 
ſtom ſeli6pl. I was well xcquainted with Pope's Homer and 

the Arabian Nights Entertainments, two books which will 

Aleupe plante by eech f de of hem W tn 
ſpeeious miracles: nor was I then capable of diſcerning that 

Pope's tranſlation is a portrait endowed with every merit, i 
excepting that of likeneſs to the original. The verſes of _ 

Pope accuſtemed my ear to the ſound of Poetic harmony: 

in the death of Hector, and the ſhipwreck of Ulyſies, 1 

_ taſted the new emotions of terror and pity; and ſeriouſly | 
diſputed with my aunt on the vices and virtues of the heroes 1 
of the Trojan war. From Pope's Homer to Dryden's Vir i 
gil vas an eaſy tranſition ; but I know not how, from ſome | 1 
fault in the author, che tranſlator, or the reader, the pious = | 
ZEneas: did not fo forcibly ſeize on my imagination; and! =. 
derived more pleaſure from Ovid's Metamorphoſes, eſpeci -H =_—_; 
ally in the fall of Phæton, and the ſpeeches of Ajax and ii 
Ulyſſes/ My grandfather's flight unlocked the door of a 
_ tolerable library; and I turned over many Engliſh pages of 
poetry and romance, of hiſtory and travels. Where a title | Z 
attracted my eye, without fear or awe I ſnatched the volume | 
from the ſhelf; and Mrs. Porten, who indulged herſelf in 
moral and religious r 
r NN 
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ws Darn gigs 


e ee 3 ew eb the - 
moſt propitious to the growth of my intenectual ftature- 
1  Therelies of my grandfather's fortune affojded u babe n- 
— ono pormpemreey and his daughter, 'my 
* aunt, udo had alrendy paſſed her fortieth year, wit let 
deſtitute; Her noble ſpirit ſcortied a life er obligation ond 
dependence; and after (revolving ſeyeral ſchemes, ſhe pre- 
berrod the humble induſtry of keeping a boarding-houfe for 
Weſtminſter· ſchool a, vrhere ſhe laborioufly earned u do- 
Petenee for her old age, This fingular* opportunity o 
| Blending: the advantages of private and public ed | 
_ cided my father. After the Chriſtmas holidays in January 
#749, I accompanied Mrs. Porten to her new houſe in Col: | 
lege · ſtroet; and was immediately entered in the ſetiool; of 
which Dr. John Nicoll was at that time head - maſter. At 
ſirſt I was alone: but my aunt's reſolution was praiſed; 
er character was eſteemed ; her friends were numerous 
and active: in the courſe of ſome years ſhe became the no- f 
har of forty or fifty boys, for the moſt part of fattiily and 
fortune; and as her primitive habitation was tos narrow; ſhe 
Puilt and occupied a ſpacious manſion in;Deai's Yard; 1 
hall always: be ready to join in the common opinion chat 
our public ſchools, which have produced fo many eminent 


5 3 enius and conſtitutioen 


vol che Engliſh people. Ae 
vious and practical experience of the world; and his play. 
lors may be the future friends of his heart or his intereſt. 
n a free intercourſe with his equals, the habits'of wrath, 
Feutitude, and prudence will inſenſibiy be matured. | Birth 
and riches ate meafured by the ſtandard of ‚ 
und tha mimic ſcene of a rebellion has Hſplayee; in their we 
cgplours, the miniſters: and patriots of the riſing generation. 
Qur ſeminaries of learning do not exactly correſpond with 
te mn FV | 
Ns a | . 83251 * © ſtructed 5 


'F . | It is Gid jo de family, „ 3 
ing by her affection for her nephew, whoſe weak conſtitution required her con | 
ſtant and unremitted attention. S. 


wy 
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| „ 
teenth gent 
teaching all chat they-pretend to teach, the Ladin and Greek 


laggugges: they depoſit in the hands of a diſciple the beys 
of tyvo valuable. cheſts; nor cen he complain, if chey are 


Afterwards laſt or neglected by bis own fault. The neceſ- 
ry. of leading in equal ranks ſo many unequal powers of 
ity and appljcatian, will prolong ta sight or ten years 


the juvenile Ries, which might be;dipatched in half dat 


time hy the ſxilful maſter of a ſingle pupil. Vet euan the 
repetition, of exerciſe and diſpipline contributes to ſix in a 


Vagant mind the verbal ſcience of grammar and profody:; 
and the private or ygluntary ſtudent, ho poſſeſſes the ſenſe 
| and ſpirit, of the clailics, may offend, by a falſe quantity, the Pe 


ſerupulous gar of a well-flagged critic, For myſelf, I mult 
be content with. a very ſmall ſhare of the: civil and literary 
fruits of a public ſchogl. In the pace af two years (1749, 
1758), interrupted. by danger and debility, I painfully 
 dimbed into the chird form ;/and my viper age-was leſt to 


S apd the rudiments ofithe | 


Iports ———— — — 
4: was kl * at w e ny te mitt 


0 The and * — — bad 
uſed my frequent abſence from, Weſtminſter- ſchool, at 
| Fn vp moi Mrs. Porten, with the advice of phyſicians, 


to conduct me to Bath: at the end of the Michaelmas vaca- 
tion (4750) ſhe quitted me with reluctance, and I remained 


ſeveral manths under the care of a truſty maid- ſorvant. A 
ſtrange nervous affection, which alternately contractedꝭ my 
legs, and produced, without any viſible ſymptoms, the moſt 
excruciating pain, was ineffectually oppoſed by the various 


methods 
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ol” But try i 


ed with che liburs Peart emp of 4 men Kent 


2 and inckead of 2 Wmeftic e o might Have 


-progitels'6f my Ivan — too eaſily co OE TE 


with duch ccraſional teachers; as the different plates 6f it * 
could fupply. T was never forced, and feldem Was 


1 5 theſs keen: yerT read with # hl 


gyman at Bath ſome odes of Horace, 

Virgil, which gave me an imperfet and trinfient enjo 

of the Latin poets.” It might no be apprehended tat : 
ſhould continue for life an illiterate eripple: but, 48 Laß 
proached my fixteenth year, Nature diſplayed in my favor 
her myſterious energies; my oonſtitution Was fortified\and 
fixed; and my diſorders, inſtead'of growi ag with my bh 
niſkied.. — polletſed er abe che inſolence of 
health: but ſince chat time few perſons habe been more 
exempt from real or imaginary ills; and, till I am admo- 
niſned by the gout, the reader will no more be troubled 
with the hiſtory of my bodily complaints. My unerpected 
recovery again encouraged the hope of my education; an 
I was placed at Eſher, in Surry, in the houſe of the Reve-: 
rend Mr. Philip Francis, in a pleaſant ſpot,” which promiſed”. 
to unite the is benefits of air, exerciſe, and ſtudy (Jas 
nuary 175). Thee tranſlator of Horuce might have taught 
me to reliſh the Latin pots, had not my friends diſcovered 
in a few werks, that he preferred the Pleaſures of London; 


to he inſtruction of his pupils. My father's perplexity t 
this time, rather that his prudence, Was urge to embrace 
a EF me * meaſure. Without preparation or 


delay 


e 


ur LIFE AND WRITINGS. 2 


F146 2282)... 3 8 — N en Fo 88 ot * 
2 82 Lal had been... my; 


12 ae . — delivered me 
from the exerciſes. . — equals. 


N m Aer 8 8 


ſought only to amuſe. and indulge me; — 17 0 | 


Bath and. Wincheſter, at Buriton and Putney,. a falſe cm- 


paſſion reſpected my ſufferings; and I was allowed, without L 


controul or advice, to gratify the wanderings of an-unripe. 
taſte. . My indiſcriminate appetite ſubſided by degrees in the 
hiſtoric line: and ſince phil, ' has. exploded. all innate. 


ideas and natural propenſities, I muſt aſcribe this choice to 


the aſhduous peruſal of the Univerſal Hiſtory, as the octavo 
volumes ſucceſſively appeared. - This, unequal. work, and a. 


treatiſe. of Hearne, the Dufter hiftoricus, referred and in- 
troduced me to the Greek and Roman hiſtorians, to as many 
at leaſt as were acceſlible. to an Engliſh reader. All that I 


could find wers greedily devoured, from Littlebury's lame 
Herodotus, and Spelman's valuable Xenophon, to the pom 
pous ſolios of Gordon's Tacitus, and a ragged Procopius of 
the beginning of the laſt century. The cheap acquiſition of 


ſo much knowledge confirmed my diſlike to the ſtudy of lan- 


gunges; and I argued with Mrs, Porien, that, were I maſter 


of Greck and Latin, I muſt interpret to myſelf in-Engliſh _ 


the thoughts of. the original, and that ſuch extemporaty ver- 
ſions muſt be inferior to the elaborate tranſlations of profeſſed 
halten ad Pom aa 1 ene w. 
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and 1 was immerſed in the” paſſage or the Goths er 

Danube; when the ſümmons of the dining 228 Co 

dragged nde hen wy intellectual Raſt This tranfient' 

| e than to appeaſe my curi ot ; 

on as T'retiirned to Bat I procured 89 fer nd and 

third vbumes of Howell's Hiſt ver Works Wien er 
hibit the Byzantine period ö a larger Lale! Mahomét and 
his Saracens ſoon fixed my-attenition er ge ialtind or 

eritieiſm directed me to the genuine ſources _ Simon Ok 

ley an original in every ſenſe Art opened ay 0 8 And T 
was led from one book” to "another, kilf I had ra Ste 


ie circle of Otzentaf hiſtory." Before I was fixtbeti, Thad" 
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exhauſted alf that could be learned in Engliſh of this Arabs | 
and Perſians; tlie Tartars and Turks; and the ſame ardout” 

urged me to gueſs at the French of D*Herbelst, and to con- 
rue the batbarous Latitt of Pöcock's Agha” Bock: 

 vigue%ant tuſtifatious reading could nö teach me to thinks. 

to wfte, or to act; and ttie only principle, that darted ata | 

of light into dle indigeſted chaos, was an early 2 and rational 5 
application to the order” of time and Place. The maps of 
Cehattus and Wells impritited in m) mind the picture of 

arieſent® Feography': from Wie . imbibed the elements 
at 
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of the happineſs of our boyiſn years, which-is'echoed wich ; 
ſo much aan eber _ wg rn 2 have! 
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and that thei felieity of a ſchool-· boy conſiſts in the 
erpetu | motion of thoughtleſs and playful agility, in hie 
1 was, never-qualified to excel. My name; it is moſt true, 
ee 2 rightly: een: 
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ch that fachods ſeft "of learning meh | 


„ V yeats in that Menge foclety, iti 

h carte of uſeful diciplitie and Kade, 
* A ſociety Where emulation without | 

* | with at tot vontention without ani 2 
iy . Trjented induſtry, and awakened' genius; where a 
* ' : ledye, and a genuine freedom. of f 


* «rag, was 'taiſedy  enoiraged, and puſhed forward by 
example, by commendation, and by authority. TT breath- | 
* e te armolphere that the Hook zxs, the Cn. 


* ite and" the Lockzs had breathed before z 
I ehevolence and. humanity were Lb: extenſix ve as 
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* — — — and liberal DAE as 
$ « muff che rule and law as the ſubje of their diſcourſe. my 
5 « And do you reproach me with my education i in this place, 

- and with my relation to this molt reſpectabſe body, which, | 
: e ſhall always eſteem my greateſt advantage and my higheſt, ... 
5 5 « bonour?'® T tranſcribe with pleaſure this, eloquent. paſy --: 
; ſage, without examining what benefits or " what, mT 
were derived by Hooker, or Chillingworth, or Locks, en 

5 their academical inſtitution; without 1 inquiring g whether, 3 
dis angry Gontroverſy the ſpirit of Lowth hirpſelf 1 
: = the intolerant zeal, which Warbu rton had. aſeti ed to 
5 the genius of the place. It may indeed be _obſeryed,, „ 
50 the atmbſphere of Oxford did not agree with Mr. Locke 

es tition, and that the * juſtly deſpiſed ab- 
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n 
den "rune . perſon, and condemned dl | 
principles, The: exprefiion; of gratitude. is 4 virtustand a 
— A W wi delights hers and cobra 


Stn months. the maſt idle 2 * 
life: the reader will. pronounce betu / een the ſohookand che. 
ſcholar; but 1 cannot affe 10 believe igt! ature had dy- 

| qualified me for: all literary purſuits} The —.— 
. — en age, imperfect pre ararion, and. 
F | haſty depatture, may doubtleſs be alleged r nor deo aſh t 

dota ſych excuſes of their proper weight. ef ina 
fixteenth. year I was not deyaid. of capacity. or | * 
even my childiſh reading bad diſplayed. 5 
propenſity for books; . te, aer ene might have 


In che "diſcipline of a; well-conftimual „Ne — 
J d Alban ug en paste 1 Meld Ed 
have from tranſlations, to gp. C wh 


Lat * claſs; dem dead 


„ the wanderings 15 Mm 7 $ 


bean et, 27 I ſhould; have eſcaped the temptations i = 
of idlenefs, which eee departure fm W = 
Oxford. 1 57957 Rot 5 2B . * . l : Aeli ch { 
Perhaps OP Ear anggtation- I may coolly examine 
the. fabulous and real antiquities: of our ſiſter uni verſi· t 
ties, a queſtion. which has Kindled ſuch. fierce and foyliſh 
diſputes. among theit fanatie ſons. In the mean while it t 


will be acknowledged, that theſe venerable bodies, are ſuf- n 
ficienty old to n and infirmi- . 


ties 


ur iter aun nes ©» 

| besen as, Ts otivols 6f Odier axt'Gutabtidige4rine 
Fdunded in a dark age of falſ# ant baybarous? Rithes 5 
and they Erol ſtill tainted with — cheir Sam. 


5 — e ene af Ke 
dom, are admitted wich ſlawy and ſullen reluctance in choſe 
proud. capparations,?aboye the: bear of . rival," and below | ; 
che confeſſion. of an err We may ſcarcel . : 
| A i ar and deeply a8 
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canturgy; is viſibly borrowed from the inechanic 'corps- 
rations ; in vchich an apprentice, after ſerving his time, 
obtains: a, teſtimonial. of his ſkill, and a Fg cg 
uſe chin; he, eee eee ſign 
apcbingmN ee and. 1 ſhould: ue L  infth: 
tution, if the degrees of batchelor or licentiate were be. 
ſtowed: as the reward of manly and ſuoceſsful ſtudy: if 
the name and rank of doctor or maſter were ſtrickly re- 
ſerved for the profeſſors: of ener; Who have an en 
their title to the public eſterm. ur ln 298 tinnen 5153; 
In all the univerſities] of Epropsr excepting; eres, 
the languages and ſciences: are diſtributed among à nu 
uf⸗ merous liſt of effective profeſſors: the ſtudents, iron 
n- ing to their a their calling, and their diligence, apply: 
ies D 2 themſelves | 


eee es de Peper maſts es 282 
| petition of public and private dera, theſe W 5 


5 


ſtance; of their leſſons? But all Hicks” vet . 
ſlenced by one ſhort and ſingular anftzer & That im 
« the univerſity of Oxford: the greater 1 5 ub- 
lic profeſſors : have for thefe many years given 
% together even the 'pret >” Inc 
as the fast may appear; I müßt reſt m ue Si rae 
poſitive and. impartiat evidence of à miifter of moral and 
political wiſdom; who hack himſdlf refided at Oxford.” Dr. 
Adam Smith afigns a8 the caſe of their Thdoleee, that, 
inſtead of being paid by voluntary Wneributivns,” \ which 
would urge them to increaſe the number,” and to de Serve 
the gratitude of their pupils, the Oxford p pi ſors "Are | 
ſecure in the enjoyment" of a* fixed Ripend, ig the | 
| neceſſity of labvur;- or the ap Aion of bohtroul.'"Te 
bos indeed been -obferved, ner is the "obſerva * 

that excepting in experimental fciences. h demand 
eoſtly apparatus and 4 dexterous hard, the Nh Valu-. 
able treatifes; that have been publiſhed on every fübfest 
of learning, may now ſuperſede the ancient mode of 'ofat 
inſtruction. Were this principle true in its utmoſt 
| titude,' I ſhould enly infer that the offices "and falaffts, 
which are become uſeleſs ought without delay to be 
aboliſhed. - But there ſtill remains à materfal 

een a book and a profeſſor ; the bour of the lec⸗ 

ture inforces attendance; attention is fixed by the pre- 
ſence, the voice, and the oceaſtonal queſtions of the 
teacher; the moſt idle will carry ſomething away ; and 
the: more diligent will compare the inſtructions, which 
{ . A Wo they 
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ES ee 2 which ber 
4 eee — admontlh, Ga - 
Eine chaſtiſe * ere and his vie 


nate in x beten bo $99 ag Wee che leifure - 
of his cle pronounced on public occaſions, and finally 
thread 2 te, pet I. obſerve with pleaſure, : that in 
univerſity; of. Oxford Dr. Loth, with equal elo- 
1 erudition, has executed this: taſk. in his in- 
emen, Fręlactimt on the. Poetry of the Hebrews. : 
college of St. Mary Magdalen was founded in 
the ffreogth century; by -Waigflect biſhop of Wincheſ⸗ 
ter and now conſiſts. of a - preſident, forty. fellows, and 
3 inferior ſtucents. It is eſteemed one of the 
largeſt and moſt wealthy of our academical corporation, 
which may be compared to the Bebedictine abbeys of 
I A holic countries; and I haye looſely heard that. the eſ- 
; rates belonging to. Magdalen College, which are leaſed. 
| by thoſe indulgent Jandlords at ſmall quit-rents and oc- 
caſional fines, might be raiſed, in the hands of private 
avarice, to an annual reyenue of nearly thirty thouſand 
ds. Our golleges are ſuppoſed to be ſchools of ſcir 
| ence, 23 el as of ęducation; nor is it unreaſonable to 
= :-; that a 2 body of literary men, devoted to a life. of 
; celibacy, exempt, from, the care gf their own ſubſiſtence, 
; and;amply x royided with books, ſhould devote their lei- 
] ſure, to the proſecuion ol ſtudy, and that ſome effects 
/ of their ſtudies, ſhould be manifeſted to, the world, The 


ſhelves of their library groan under the b of -” 
| BenediQtine foligs, of the editions of the fathe - | 
colleQions- of the middle ages, which have iſſued ye 
the fingle abbey of St. Germain de Prez at Paris. A 
compoſition of genius muſt be the offspring of one mind; 
r n among 

many 
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* 2 
— Cine muſt" be <ontiwbed: teria mango yetre;, 
ae 8 province of d ee ee 26-2 
— inquite/int6 die manufifRures' of the monkarof- Magdalen, 
1 Textend che inquiry te che ether velleges:v-Ogfort 
and Cambridge, a filent bluſhy or u foo frown, I 
be che only reply?? Tue fellows or mpnes of N _ 
were decent eaſy men, ho ſupinely enjpyec che gits ol 
che founder * their days were filled by a ſerles ef whifor 
oa ym the” OS and "th rs hr 2 ſe 


ds ati * topics eee, e 
ä evideeriacion ſtagnated in a rountof 8 8 


ani their” conſtitulional toaſts were not . 
moſt lively loyalty for the houſe of Hanover. A gene 
ril election was now approaching: the great Oxfordaire 
obnteft already blared with all the milevolence of pifrx 
zeil. Magdalen College was devoutly autsched to the 6d | 
intereſt! and the'names of Weninan' and Da | 
75 more a ee ron d, than thoſe ef Cicero al | 
Chi „The example of the tenior fellows: could 
not inſpire the under-grachiates'with. 4 liberal ſpirit er fi 
dious emulation; and 1 cannot deſeribe, as 1 nee Knew 
de Uiſcipline of college. Some duties may poſtibly have 
been 42 the poor fcholars, whoſe” ambition" 
pired to the peaceful honours of à felloꝶ up Lafer ibi put. 
etis ordinibus — == — - Deorum); but no index it mem- 
bers were admitted below the rank of a gentleman com. 
E A 
1 dite 
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ary, und win 8 be lage lt e pu. 
its themſelyek, „er their parents, are not indulged in the 
liberty, of choice or change. The Firſt tutor inte whoſe 
hands, I. was reſigned appears to have deen aue of the 
belt; of tue tribe: Bi. Waldegrave | was 3 Jearned and 
- man - of a mild diſpoſition, ſtrict wörals, and ab- 
fteimious life, who ſeldom mingled in the politics or the 
jollity of the college. But bis knowledge of the world 
ned to the oviverſiry ; his learning was of the 


e 


dolent ;. his faculties, *. which were not of the firſt rate, 
had deen related by the climate, and he was ſatisfied, 
like, his Fellodjs, with the flight and ſuperficial diſcharge 
of an importarit truſt. Asfoon 3s my tutor had ſounded 
ihe inlufficiency. of his diſc iple in {chool-leatning, he pro- 
poſed that we ſhould read every morning from ten to 
eleven the cothedies of Terence. The fam of my im- 


lat, rather than of the elt age; his temper was in- 


provement in the utiverſity of Oxford is confined to 


bree r ur Lau plays; and even the Rudy of an ele- 
gant 


* 


of Biftman er Pernoklli, — 


* 


rs e ee attended. r 
- een room hat as they appchred equal deyeid of 
_ riprahtcapd; ploaface, I was once gorypted, to ry: the kx: 
N 2 formal apolegy. The polegy was ac; 
„ ceptell wih a. mile, I repeated the offence with leſbce- 
| temony s the yexcuſe was admitted with the fame indul- 
| „e haghiphe motive, 3 or indiſpe 


„rd as 4 Worthy. impediment z nor 4 ap⸗ i 
par conſuicus of my abſence or veglect. Had the hour 
e lese been conſtantiy filled, à fingle hour was a fmal] | 
b N : 2 


V academic leiſure. . Na plan of ftudr was 
7 lech for my uſe 3 ng exerciſes: were. preſcribed 
nage inſpection and, at the moſt precious ſeaſon, of 
.- und whole days and weeks were ſuffered. to clapſe with- 
out Iabour-or amuſement, without advice or account, 
? -Ahould haue liftened.to. the voice of reaſon and ef my tu 
org his mild behaviour had gained my :onfic 
7 ferred his ſociety to that of the younger thidents ; and in 
our evening walks to the top of Heddington-hill, we we froely 
: 91 Konverſed on à variety of ſubjects. Since the days of Po- 
0 e and Hyde, Oriental learning bag always been the 
pfide of -Oxford, and I once expreſſed an inelination to 
- Rudy. Arabic. His prudence diſcouraged this childiſh . 
ext net he. neglected the fair occaſion of directing the | 
; -ardour of à curious: mind. During my. abſence in the 
Summer vacation, Dr. Waldegrave accepted a college Ur- 
„ Waſhington in A and on my return I no 
longer found him at Oxford. From chat time I 5 
1 loſt-ſight. of my firſt tutor z but at the end of thirty year 
(1781) he uns ſtill alive; and the practice of exerciſe and 
temperance had entitled him to a healthy eld age. 
TDydbe long receſs betwren the Trinity and Michaelmas 
I bm enpiles * OE as the — 
of 
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+ in Hanipthirey the ewe months of Auguſt and Septtmber, 
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e Weinen 1 ſpent, at my father u houfe nt 
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* dchimfßtel enough, that un om a L left Magdalen 
Sollege, y taſtr for-baoksbegan to revive ;/byt it Was the 
me dlin d ani · boyiſh tſte for the purſuit of exoti Riſtory. 


 -« Puproyided; with; original-learning, anformgd/inche Habits 


offt unſkilled in the arts 6f:compoſipions; Treu, 
edits: write Theo, The title of this firſt Ea be 
Ae of Sefaftris, vn was perhaps ſuggeſted by Voltsive' s Age 
of Lewis XIV. en Tee popular 3 but my wle 
chest was to inveſtigate: the-probable date uf the life md 
reign of the conqueror of Aſia. 1 was then enamoured of | 
Fir John Marſham's Canon Chronicus j an elahorate work, 
ol whoſe meritz and defects I was got yet qualified to judge. 
According to his ſpecious, . though narrow plan, I ſettſed 
1 the time of Solomon, in the tenth century 
before the Ohriſtian ra. It was therefore incumbent m 
me; punlefs I would adopt Sir Iſaac Newton's ſborter chro- | 
" nologyy- to remore a formidable objection ; and my folution, 
for a youth: of fifteen, is not devoid of ingenuity. In his 
eben el the Sacred Books, Manetho the bigh prieſt bas 
eiter Sethoſis, of Seſoſtris, with the elder brother: of 
„ who landed in Gceece, according to the Farian 


« Marble; fifteen hundred and ten years before Chriſt, But 


| N ſuppoſition the high, pri rieft is guilty of a voluntary 


error; flattery is the prolſe parent of falſehood. Mane- 


Al: 1/the's Hiſtory of Egypt is dedicated to Ptolemy Philadel- 
phut, Who derived a fabulous or Ulegitimate pedigree. from 
.41 the Macedonian kipgs of the race of Hercules. Danaus is : 
the anceſtor of Hercules ; and after the failure of the elder 

| branch, his deſcendants, "this Ptoiemies, are the ſale repre- . 
ſentatives of the royal family, and may claim by inheritance 
the kingdom which they hold by conqueſt. Such were my 
juvenile diſcoyeries; at a riper age, I no longer preſume to 
connect the Greek, the Jewiſh, . and the Egyptian antiqui- 
ties, which are loſt in a diſtant cloud. Nor i is this the only 
inſtance, in which the — and knowledge « of the child are 
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| with his other pupils, to his academical beir, whoſe literary. 
charaRer; did not command the reſpect of the college. 
Dr. well remembered that he had a falary to receiv 1 
and only forget that he had a duty to perform. - Inſtead of 
e ene ſtudies, and Watching over the behaviour of his 
iple, I Was. never ſummoned to attend eren the ceretbong 
of. a. lekture ; and, excepting one voluntary viſit to = 
rooms; during the . eight months of his titular. office, che 
| rulor and pupil lived in the ſame college as fira ange S cath! 
ther. The want of experience, of advice, and of oc 
pation, ſoon betrayed me into ho Rs improprieties of cojis/ 
duct, ill-choſen company, late houts, and inconſiderate exe, | 
pener. My growing dehts might be ſecret ;, but my fre- 
quent abſence. was. viſible and ſcandalous ; and a. tour to 
Bach, a viſit into Buckinghamſhire, ud Bot ee 5 
Landon in the ſame. winter, were coſtiy and dangerous 
fralics. They were, indeed, without a meaning, as with 
out an excuſe. Tbe. irkſomeneſs of 2 cloĩſtered life repea 
edly tempted me to wander; but my © chief pleaſure | was that i 
of travelling; and I was too young and baſhful to enjoy, 
like a manly Oxonian in Toyn, the pleaſures of London. I 
In all theſe excurſions T eloped | from Oxford; I returned to 
college; in a few, days J eloped again, as ft had been an 
independent ſtranger in a hired lodging, without once bear- 
ing the voice of admonition, without once feeling the hand 


| of control. Vet my time was loft, my expences were mul- . 
: tiplicd, 
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"7 Ar might ar deaf be expected, that an ccdefiallical fo 
| bur venerable mother had contrived to unite" the oppoſite 


extremes of bitgotry and indifference 3 an heretic; or unbe- 
lever, was n monſter in her eyes ; hut ſhe wus always, o 


every ſtudent; before he is matriculated, muſt ſubſcribe hie 


which are ſigned by more than read, and read by more than , 


| hould have accompliſhed my fifteenth 


ur Liv ann waxes. „ 
. 


e e . 3 
and my tender years would have juſtified: 


5 


of reſttaint and diſcipline : 280 2 xs POWs voy wo” 


vary degrees 


che orthodox principles ol religion. Bur 


often, or ſometimes, remiſs.in the ſpiritual education of her 
own children. According to the fatutes of ihe univerſity, 


afſent to the thirty nine articles of the church bf England 


believe them,” My "inſufficient age excuſed me, 
from the immediate ' performarice of this legal ceremony: 
mn OT 


me; in the mean while, to the infiryBion of ey” eafleys;” 


My college forgot to inftruft; I forgot to return, and was 
| myſelf forgotten by the firſt magiſtrate of the univerſity. 
Without 4 ſingle lecture, either public ar private, either 


chriſtian ar proteſtant, without any academical ſubſeyiptions - 
without any epiſcopal en make, 75 I was left by the dim 


light of my catechiſm to grope my way to the chapel and 


oommunion-table, where I was admitted, without a queſ- 
tion, how far, or by what means, I might be qualified to re- 
ceive the ſacrament, Such almoſt incredible neglect was 
produftive of the worſt. miſchivls, | From my, childhood © 


been often panicle by the uren whick ive Nove un be- 


lieve; nor had the elaſtic ſpring been totally broken by the 
weight of the atmoſphere of Oxford. The blind aQivity of 
idleneſs urged me to advance without armour into the dan-— 
gerous mazes of controverſy; and at the age of ſixteen, * 
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The Uega inc of 595 2 7 Pages i of argument were, req 
paled'b bya ſhield of prejudie ice. 1 ſtili revered the cha Qery 
or rather the names, of the lalntg and fathers whom Dr, 0 

iddleton” expoſes ; ; . could he deſtroy my. implicit lick | 
0 the | gift of miraculous powers was continued i in, the . 
| church, d Juring the firſt four or five centuries of chriſtianity, 5 
Bük 1 5 unable to reſiſt the weight « of hiſtorical eyidence, 
that within the ſame period moſt of the leading doctrines of | 
| e Already introduced jn thepry and practice: N 
Was my g concluſion abſurd, that miracles are the teſt of truth, 
and that the church muſt be orthodox and pure, Which was 
fo often "ap royed by the yiſtble interpoſition of the ; Deity, 
The "marvellous tales which are ſo boldly atteſted by the 
Bafifs and Che ryſoftor ms, the Auſtins and Jeroms, coinpelled 
me to gy oh the ae merits of celibacy, the inſtitu» 
gen of the monaſtic life, the uſe of the ſign of the croſs, of 
"holy oil, and even of i images, the invocation of faints, the 
worlhip. of relics, the rudiments of purgatory in prayers 
lot the dead, and the tremendous myſtery of the facrifice of 
"he body 5 ene Chriſt, which —— e 
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c books, . na. not through . What channel, were cony 
into hie Polten, 1 read, I applauded, I beli 


. 


dhe. roteſtant Variations, achieved my. gan 
verſion, and I ſurely fell by a noble bande, IL. have ſince 
examined the originals with a more diſc | wing eye, and ſhall 
not beſitate to pronounce, that Boſfuet is indeed a maſter 
of all the weapons of controverſy. In the Expoſition, 4 


ſpecious apology,. the orator aſſumes, with conſummate art, 
the tone of candour and {implicity :. and. the ten · horned 


| monſter i is transformed, at his magic touch, into thi 5 | 
Ro white hind, who muſt be loved as ſoon a8 the, is een, In 

5 the Hiſtory, a bold and well-aimed attack, he dil ah pit with 

on © happy mixture of narrative and argument, the faults | 
85 follies, the changes and contradictions of e nay 


ns. (as. he « 7, contends) are e the mark "OR 

| of hiſtorical error, while the perpetual unity of the ca atholic SO | 
church! is the ſign and teſt of infallible truth. To AT prer 
ſent feelings it ſeems incredible that 1 ſhould ey er believe 
* that I believed in tranſubſtantiation, But my < pena 
oppreſſed me with: the ſacramental words, Hog eſt . 
meum, and daſhed againſt each other the figurative h halt- 
meanings of the proteſtant ſects; every objection was re- 
ſolved into omnipotence; and after repeating at $1 t. Mary's 

| the Athanaſian creed, cr ett e the > myſtery, of 
the real * 15147 51 Foie by gets 
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* Mr. 6 ſubjeck of his et 0 
| pety but once; and then, he imputed his change to the work of Parſons the 


Jeſuit, who lived in the reign of Elizabeth, and whioy lie laid, wo; urged. all 
- the beſt arguments in favour of the Roman catholic religion. By 
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Je of perſecution; 2 E ee t the in 
of popery: and they are always loud to detlaim againft the 
toleration of priefts and: jefuit who peryert ſo many of his 
| majeſty's ſubjects from their religion and allegiance. On 
the preſent occaſion; the full of one: or more of ber ſons 
directet this ela mour againſt the univerſity 5 and ir was con- 
Atently affirmed that popiſn miſffonaries_ Were ſuffered, 
under various diſguiſes, to introduce themſelves into the 
colleges "of Oxford. But juftice obliges me to "declare; 
that, as far as relates to. myſelf; this affertion is falſe ; and 
that I never converſed with a prieft; or even witk a Ferit 
till my reſolution from books was abſolutely fixed. _ 
hft excurfion to London, I addreſſed myſelf to Mr. den 
# Roman catholie bookſeller in Ruſſell- ſtreet, Covent Gar- 
den, who · rerbmmended me to a prieſt, of whoſe name and 
order 1 am at preſent ignorant. In our firſt interview he 
don diſcoveredithat perfuaſion Was needleſs. After ſound» 
ing the motives and merits of my converſion, he conſemed 
to admit me into the pale of the church; and at his feet; on 
the eighth of June 1753, I ſolemnly, though privately; ab- 
jured the errors of hereſy. The ſeduction of an Engliſh 
youth of W fortune was an act of 2s much danger 
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* He deſcribed the letter to his father, A a as wilt 
ten with — the dignity, and Ll = * 
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* but he bravely. ovetlook — 
I was, not then falliciently informed; 1's! Where a perlos i is, 


« reconciled to h de 'of Rome) 1 be. 


luna of 5 bel — whith, condempe | 
perpetual impriſonment, and:transferred —— 
to his neareſt relation. An clabatat 
approved by my directar, and addreffed to my father, au- 


dae 


x and juſtified the ep which, F had taken, My. f- 

3s neither a bige iloſopher ; but bis affy&ti=.. 
en deplored he lob of an andy fans, and bis good ſens bag 
atonilped at y ſtran 5 
country. In. the firſt ly of p. on he divulged a.” 110 a 


which prüdenes might hae füppreſſed, and the gat 

Magdalen Sobre were: for. ever ſhut, againſt peat 
Many years. ds, when the name of Gibbon was be. 
evine 38 notorious as that of Middleton, it was induitcioully . 
whiſperedar Oxford, that the hiſtaxjan had formerly eur 


« ed papiſt:** my,charaGer d expoſed (s the reproach f | 


nconſtaney z and. this. invidious. topic would: have been 
Handled without; merey by, my opponents, could they, have: 
feparated my, cauſe from that of the uniyerſity. For wy. 
own part, I am proud of an honeſt facrifice of interelk,tc 
conſcience. I can, never bluſh,. if my tender od ins an: 
vg In the ſophiſtry that. ſeduced the acute and manly. . 
underſtandings. 2 Rol CHN won Tn and BAYLE PA af⸗ 
from ſuperſtition to ſcer Ty 
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5 ee Charkes the il 7 England, and was SY 
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5 A EE 5 1 was 3 
ine goreacntd by religious ſerupfes: he retü me, 
his ſtudies; been n, oaks, bade 
| his mind from the yoke of uthotity and fuperMition. 3 4 
ſole jpdges and private aten Gur Ale in etpteter : and he 
ably maintains this principle in the Reli IF PERL 5 
a book which, aber firing the'do@tors of Oe "fi 
efteenjed'the moſt ſolid defence of the Refornittidn.” "The" 
learning, the virtue, the recent tnetits of the'#tth6r, entitled 
him to fair preferment: but the ſlave hat do broken his” 
fetters j and the more he weighed; the'leſs was he diſpoſed to 
ſubſeribhe to the thirty-nine articles'of de church of Eng- 
land- In a private letter he declares, witli all the ehergy of 
languages. that he could not ſubſcribe to them without fub⸗ 
ſcribing to his own* damnstion ; and that if ever be ſhould | 
depart from this immoveable reſolutionʒ he would allow his 
friends to think bim a madman, or ai atheiſt.” As the let- 
ter is without: ve cannot aſcertain the humber f 
weeks onto that elapſed between this paſſionate : abhor⸗ 
rence and the Saliſbury Regifter, Which is ſtill extant, 5 
« Ego Gulielmus Ohilling worth) . onimibus hifce ar- 
er ticulis, . let ſingulis in iiſdem contentis volens, et 
« ex animo ſubſeribo et conſenſum meum iifdem præbeo · 
« 20 die Julii 1638. But, alas! the chaneellor and pre- 
bendary of Sarum ſoon deviated from his own ſubſeription: 
as he more deeply ſerutinized the article of the Trinity, 
neither ſeripture nor the primitive fathers could long uphold 
his 
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|  Bayle was was, the ln "Py WY, it 23 oe 
province of Frances at, the foot of e Pyrenees. - erer ph 
benefit of education,..the. proteſtants were tempted deri 0 
dren in the ea lic univerſities 3 andꝭ in the twenty - 
| e, young Bayle was ſeduced by the arts A + 
and arguments of the jeſuits.of Thoulouſe. fie 3 
about ſeventeen, months (igth March 669 ——Ag9th Ruguſt 
1670) in their hands, a voluntary captive; und a letter to 
his parents, which the new new convert Compaſedor ſubſerived iN 
(15th April 1670), is- darkly tinged with the ſpirit of — 
pery. But Nature had deſigned him to think as he pleaſed; 
and to ſpeak as he thought: his piety uns offended by the 
exceſſive worſhip. of gteatures; and the adh of phyſics | . 
convinced him of the impoſſibility of tranſubſtantiation, 
which is abundantly. refuted by the teſtimony of our ſenſes. 
His return to the communion of a falling ſrct was a bold 
and diſintereſted ſtep, that expoſed. him to the rigour of the 
laws; and a ſpeedy. flight to Genevn protected him from 
the reſentment of his ſpiritual. tyrants, . unconſcious as they 
were of the full value. of the prize, which they bad loft. 
Had Bayle adhered to. the cathalic church, had eee 95 
Vox. L : „ „ 
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coſcly to afumic*the take 6f the eee Zink, the: 
mpeg Jore7 and dra converſation'with the ingenſous 
Abbe {afterwards Cirdinal de Polignac, he fredly dfelefed 
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poſſibly, have. 
. prudently, ſpare-this plain, narzativg of wy. | 
de 1 f my;yidlenels;, and; pf the, uy 
che term of my ri 
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chance of 4 ter: 1c Tt will per- 
of forty, years many; im 
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ag am not uinwilling to believe, that ſome. tutors 
ave bee fan ore Mn ten Dh Waldegtave, 


— — 


pils what he Knew — fame Greek, 5 ion 


and metaphyſics ;;referri 


languageß and. ſciences. of.. 


more recent period, many Audents have; been rack 
of Sie William Scott, / fan nar 

ollege, and now, conſpicuous in the pr 
fion of the.civil law,;_ my, perſonal, acquaintance, 7 
patlemay, has inſpired me wich a jut eleem for his 
and knowledge.; (39d It; am allure aL ths. ; 


raluable treatiſe,, Under the Sabi ae pn Grow 
biſhop. of York, Dr. Markbam, himſelf an, Air ſcholars. 
a more regular diſciplige has-beenJintroduced,, 
at Chriff Quirels$; 4 conrfe of lacy? and 
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* This was writter on the Wr Mr. Cibbon had received, and ths 
obſervation he had made, previous to his late refidence at Lauſatme. 
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ſtudies is-propoſeds and even porſued, in that. 285 
made a duty, 2 8 
even a belbion S and ſeveral: young gentlemen do 
 the-college)/tingbich-they have how che ding 
SW hen well of dhe donor, the profit df the, ſecop OY 
Lord Clarerdon's Hiſtory has been applied to the eſtabliſh. 
ment of a riding-ſchool, that the polite exercifes might be 
_ - taught, I know not with what ſucceſs, in the univerſity.” 
: The'Viiierian profefſorſhip is of fu more ſerious twportinte ; 
the Laws of his country art the firſt fcience vr an Eng- 
uhmart of rar and fortune; who is Culled t beck en 
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: 1 8 ki laſt viie to Engfand, ee ee 
* ſame young men of the college above alluded to f. 2 action 
; e wir . * reg 


wie: nagar 

Bagot, Biſhop. of St. Afaph, e 

he was Dean of Chriſt Church College were pes 
18. at Oxford, with whoſe diteipline my frieri 485880 n 

without doubt, ä —— particulsh- 

RODEN: No ner ey en EE? | 


biſhop of. Ts. the latter under that of Dr. Eveleigh., It is 1 
be wiſhed that the general expence, or rather e wart e 


| at our Englith univerſities may be n u | 
in which they are permitted to indulgey — — 
muy degree of! hudy;| but with thoſe habits ofimorality; which ſhould;be,pro- e 
1 = moted, by all means poſſible, at fn early peried of life. An academical edu- BW . 
cation in En England i is at preſent an objeQ. of alarm ar d terror to every © 75 
parent of erate fo fortune. © It is the appt enten of che ez 7107 
* diffipation; and een equences / which-arife om le want n fro- | 
per reſtraint: at our oπαπ univcrñties that forces a 8 
x youths to thoſe of Scotland, and utterly, excludes Org 


academical inſtruction. If a charge be true, D o WN 
that the heads of our colleges ih Oxford and Cambridge Pa of having 
under their care chiefly men of opulence,” who may be ſuppoſed æxempt | 
from the neceſſity of economical controul, they are indeed highly cenſurable; 
fince the miſchief of allowing early habits of expence and diſſipation is great, 
in various reſpects, even to thoſe poſſeſſed of large property; and the molt 
ſerious evil from this indulgence muſt happen to. youths of humbler fortune, 
. | .. 
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giftrate, rand may hope. | 16'b4'a Lie, This: judici. 
ous inſtitution was coldly entertained by the graver doctors, 
ho complained {T have. bear the-complaint) that it would 
take the young” people frem their Dooks: but Mr. Viner's 
benefaRtioh is not unproſitablef ſinee it has at leaſt pro. 
duced the "excellefit bmmenterles 6 Bir William Black- 


bone 9112 nns 53 loc 2113 105: dooflt-gnibi? $ 310 Flag 7 
Zvi "9023; Qi e2199 "Lit thu 1% 10 onze, 3 r 
ing mer to : houſe of his friend 
Mr. blade, by whoſe philoſophy 1 was, rather, ende. 
| eceſſary.for. my father tg form 
a new plan of education, and fo deviſe ſome e which, 


After' much debare it was determined, from. the, advice and 
rr org of Mr? Eliot (now Lord "fix 


we, durinig ome year” ar Lafee in" Switzerland. Mr. 
Freya a. Swiſs we oo; of Bah), undertobk tbe con 

of the journey: We left London the 19th of June, croſſed 

the les from Dover to Calais, travelled poſt through ſeveral | 
provinces of France, by the direct road of St. "Quentin, _ 


Beſangong a 


arriyed' the 4 


June ab Lawſanncy where: I was immediately ſettled under 
ar e Mr. Pavilliard,” a Oalviniſt miniſter. 


«The The, rt 'matks' of my father's diſpleaſure” rather aſto- 
niſhed than aflicted me; when be threatened to baniſh, 
and difowny- and diſinherit a rebellious ſon, I cheriſhed a ſe= 
eret hop that he would not be able or willing to effect his 
menaces ; And the prise of conſcictice"enevaraged' me to 
futain dhe le. an. important part which T'Was now 
acting: My ſpirits: were raiſed. and kept Alive by t the rapid 
motion"of my Journey; the new an 1s ſeenes of the 
Continet öt, and tlie civility” of Mn Prey; # mam of ſenſe, 
who was. not ignorant of books 'or t the e world. But after 
he had reſigned me into Pavilliard's ha händ, and I was fixed 
in my new habjtation;*L bad leiſure to contemplate the 
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bands of 1555 Acre or 12 caſt to, confirm y eil and 
Wo n the” ppofe eman of the fai 1 0 
introduction to Lapſanne; a place where 1 ak. nearly five 
years. with pleaſure and profit, which I afterwards' reviſited 
without compulſion, and which T have finally ſelected as the 

| moſt RA | retreat for the decline of mY. life. e 
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of France: in Parilliard's family,” neceſlity- 
en and to fp &; and if L was at firſt 
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this opening Fa ink Zan revival of my loye 
1 ic 15 be lled. : at Oxford; and 1 ſoon 


Fa 


as oyery. without, much choice, almoſt all the French 
.. book s in my tutor's Ebrary.. Even theſe amuſements were 
.- produRtive of real advantage: my taſte and judgment were 
now ſome what riper. I was introduced to a new. mode of 
ſtyle and literature: by the compariſon of manners and opi- 
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M eee e Mr, Pavilliard, ratitude 
Vill, not; ſuffer me to forget: he was endowed witty a dear. 
bed and ja; arm heart; his innate benevolence had a 
ed the ſpirit of the church; he was rational, becauſe he 
was moderate : in the courſe of his ſtudies he had acquired 
9 knowledge of moſt branthes of Ha 
terature i by long practice, he was killed, in che At of, 
ws rk; and. be. laboured with aſſiduous patience to Ka 
r gain the affection, and open the mind of: hos: 
e 0 8 As _ as e e ee e 
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| 3 A Laufanne,'ce 25 Jos 17179 
fieu? de Ch e, ie ir far Grace de Dieu, et il me 
2 ſe trouve pas mal de notre Maiſon 3 3 J* i meme lieu is her qu * 
8 pri de Pattuchetent p "mM di. ce Hort 3 je fuis charm et que je trav 8 
a auge ter; parce ge! urs I oemmnngtard 0. e 
propoſt de lar dire. e 
| ei point encore entrepris de tut parler ſur les matieres de ln, parce 
. que je v entends pa Pas afſezla langue Angloiſe pour ſoutenir une longue converſa« 
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with pleaſure tara portion er he e dane 
eonſocrated to a pla of modern hiAGH an EUR TAPE and 
totheoritjedl perufuf ef the French Ahd La SY and 
much ſteps Þ fenrye invigorate bf the Rr tl 
tion and met, His prudence ed ind diffetm 
fome: youthful fallies 3 and as To6f is T Was boffrmed irt 
babits: of indüftry and wemperahreg be gave the ems ire oe 
_ on; halds, Hig fivenrdbIe" report of tny behib150] And 
progreſs gradually"6Btaited ſbimé Latitude e 
b ebe withed — — my | 
eee lic danger ..in 5 #fingular chance, 
the bock, as well as che man; which contributed'the foſt 
eſfoctuully to my education, nisuldnter dun om ft 2 f 
titude thai of my admiration, Mr. De Croumze then 
lary of Bayle and Pope, is not diſtinguiſhed by re 
or profound reflection; and even in his. own qo! I 
end of few years his name and wri | 7 
rated: © Burhigphitoſophy had been formed in de Ta 5 
Lockeg his divinity in that of rooted of Clerc; in 
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55 vfanne, ——— 
Monſieur de Gibbon b ports bien par la grace de Dieu j je Paime, et je me 
ſuis extrẽmement attachẽ à lui parce qu · il eſt doux et tranquille. Pour ce qui 


— 


. 


r quoique je ne lui aye encore rien dit la duſſus, id heu 


d'eſperer qu'il ouvrira les yeux A la verits. Je le penſe ainſi, parte qu'&tans 
dans mon cabinet, il a choi deux livres de controverſe qu'il a pris dans ſa 
chambre, et qu'il les lit. Il m'a chargẽ de vous offrir ſes tres humble reſpectu, 
et de vous demander la permiſſion de le laiſſer monter au mangge : cet exercice 
pourroit contribuer à donner de la force à ſon corps, c'eſt Videe qu'il ena, 
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academy of Lauſanne from Calviniſtic prejudion; and. he 
IE HE | the clergy avd people of the Pays de/ Vaud: Unit of 
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--mas<day 175% T received the" ſacrament in che church of | 
n 2 2 It was here that Tiilpended my religious ingui- 


Wn 7 2 acquicſeing with implicit belief in the tens aud wt. 
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| v3, Feen han, deferibed-to me tho aſtoniſhment. win which he ved 
| ..on-Mx, Gibban Randing hafore hint 4 this hate figure, with 4 large-heady 
reed and urging, with the gresteſt ability, all the beſt arguments that had 
den been, uſed in Ir. Cibbon many years ago became: 
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fion, qu'il a fallu du tems a Monſieur votre fils pour mäditer mcs raiſons, et 
pour y chercher des repariſes;”” Je label — — &:inds preunes 
et mes raiſons Ini parpifſÞicas er oui de. 
e re eee — Va peu de tenhs, 
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” Suck, Nc my arriyal at Lankan, during the gr eighs * 


teen or twenty months (July 1753—March 1755), were 


'my uſeful ſtudies, the foundation of all my future improve - 


ments. But every man whe riſes above the common level 


has received two educations; the firſt from his teachers ; 
the ſecond, more perſonal a more important, from him 


"ſelf." He will not, like the fanatics af the laſt age, define 


the moment of grace; but he cannot forget the æra of his 


life, in which his mind has expanded to its proper form and 


"dimenſions. My worthy. tutor had the good ſenſe and mo- 
deſty to diſcern how far he could he uſeful ; as ſoon as he 
felt that I advanced beyond his ſpeed and meaſure, he wiſely 


| left me to my genius; and the hours of lefſon were ſoon loſt 


in the voluntary labour of the whole morning, and ſome- 
ww of the whole * Be n e time, . 


7 ee e, 
ee ee jo Faural ard en ts Gogh hf Wot: Tele. 
ment que je compte vous marquer dans peu que cette ouvrage eſt fini; Js 
dois vous dire encore que, quoique j'ai trouvẽ M. votre fils tres ferme dans ſeg 
idbes, je Pai trouvẽ raifonnable, qu'il &eſt rendu à la lumiiere, et qu'il neſt - 
pas, os qui on appelle, chicaneur. Par rapport à Particle qu jeune le Vendredi .. 
et Samedi, long tems apres que je vous eps ecrit qui n'avoit jamais marque 
qu'il voulat l ohſerver, environ le commencement du mois de Mars je m' - Sper= 
zus am Vendredi qu'il ne mangeoit point de viande z je lui parlaje P * tuilier 
pour en ſavoir la raiſon, craignant que ce ne fut par indiſpofitiof:. 3 * he re= 

it qu'il Pavoit fait à deſſein, et qu; il avoit cru etre oblig de ſe conformer 
a la pratique d'une egliſe dont il etoit membre: nous parlames quelque tems ſur 


ce ſujet ; il m*affura qu'il n'enviſageoit cela que comme une pratique bonnes 


la verite, et qu'il devoit ſuivre, quoiqu'il ne la crfi pas ſainte en elle meme, 8 
nj @inſtitution divine. Je ne crus pas devoir infiſter pour lors, ni le forcer a 
agir contre ſes lumisres: Jai traits cet article qui eſt certainement un des 
eee des moins ſondẽs et cependant il m'a fallu un tems confi- 
derable pour le d&tromper, et pour lui faire comprendre qu'il avoit tort de 8'aſ- 
tojettir ala pratique d'une Egliſe qu'il ne reconnoiffoit plus pour infaillible ; que 
fi meme cette pratique avoit eu quelque utilits dans ſon inſtitution, cependant 
elle n'en avoit aucune en elle meme, puis qu'elle ne contribuoit en rien à la 
purets des mœurs, qu ainũi il n'y avoit aucune raiſon, ni dans Vinſtitution de 
cette pratique, ni dans la pratique elle meme, qui Pautoriſat A se ſoumet- 
tre : qu; aujourdhui ce n'etoit qu*une affaire d intẽret, puis qu*avec de Pargent 
on obtenoit des diſpenſes pour manger gras, &c. de maniere que je Pai ramenẽ 
a la liberts Chretienne avec beaucoup de peine et ſeulement depuis quelques ſe- 
maines. Je Tai engage a vous Ecrire, pour vous manifeſter les ſeatimens od 
ct, ee Fetat de fa fant6; . i 
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ed J the daes habit of early.riſing 3 to 
wa ays 0 With ſome fe r to ſeaſons 
F 18 ha py for my eyes and my health, | 
e ho ae el bean ſeduced to treſpaſs | 
on the hours of the "night Duting che aff three years of 
try telidence at Lau he, I n 


na) "aume the merit of ſerious 
ad ſolid application; but 1 am temy pied to diſtinguiſh the 
laſt eight months of the hear 1755, as the period of the 
moſt extraordinary d diligence and rapid progreſs *, In my 
French and Latin ae T adopted an excellent method, 
which, from my own ſucceſs, I would recommend to the 
imitation of ſtudents. I choſe ſome claſſic writer, fuch ad 
Cicero and Vertot, the moſt approved for purity and ele- 
gance of ſtyle. T tranſlated, for inſtance, an Fepiſtle of Ci- 
eero into. F rench; "and after throwing i it aſide, till the words 
and Pirales were obliterated from my memory, I re-tranflat- 
ed'my French into ſuch Latin as I could find ; and then 
compared each ſentence of 'my imperfect verſion, with the 
caſe," the grace, the. propriety of the Roman orator. A 
ſimilar experiment was made on ſeveral pages of the Revo- 
kutions of Vertot; I turned them into Latin, returned chem 
after a ſufficient interval into my own French, and again 
ſcrutinized the reſemblance or diſfimilitude of the copy and 
the original. By degrees I was leſs aſhamed; by degrees I 
. more fatloſiee” wich 2 818 and 1 ae in the 


FJ ͤ 12; ahrad 
: EE 8 ln finihing this year, 4 
favourable it was to my _ ſtudies. _ In the ſpace of eight montha, from tho be- 
Finning © of April, 1 learned the principles of drawing ;. made myſelf complete | 
maſter of the French and Latin languages, with which I was very ſuperficially 
acquainted before, and wrote and tranſlated a great deal in both; read Cicero's 

: Epiſtles ad Familiares, his Brutus, all his Orations, his Dalogues de Amicitia, 
| dd De Senectute; Terence, twice ; and, Pliny's Epiſtles, In French, Gian» 

: none's Hiftory of Naples, and I. Abbe Bannier s Myrhc „ and M. de. B 
hat's Men moirs fur la Suiſſe, and wrote a very eagle en of my tour. 

likewiſe began to. ſtudy Greek, and went through the Grammar. I begun to 
make very large collections of what Lread. But what 1 eſteem moſt of all, 

r che peruſal and meditation of De Croulſaz's Logic, 1 not only underſtood 4 

the principles of that ſcience, but termed mo e think 0 

anne ate e I e RE 
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25 58 ul dad acqilired the knowledge of both idoms, 


a: the command at heaft of a correct ſtyle. This uſeful 
| Writing wa: was | accompanied and fucceeded by the 
5 jones Arie Bri of reading the beſt authors. The 
r hs Röman claflics was at once my exetciſe and 
rewat#*"Pr. Middletön's s Hiſtory, which I then appreci- 
dated ab6ve lig true value, naturally directed me to the writs 
| guy Ciceroi® Tue thoſt Pente editions, that of Olivetz 


Wich may adorn che Thelves of the rich, that of Erneſtiz . 
whe ſhould le on the table of the learned, were not in my 


. For the familiar epiſtles I uſed the text and Engliſh 
coritcnaty ef Biſhop Roſs but my getieral edition was 
that 6f Verbut publiſhed at Amſterdam in e he 
volumes insfolis, with an indiff | 
1 rea, wich application and pleaſure, ill the epililes; all the. 
orations, and the moſt important treatiſes of rhetoric. and 
philoſophy; and as T ready I applauded. the obſervation of 
— of that every Rudent may judge of his own pro- 
 fickentey; by the fitisfaRtion which he receives from the Ro- 
man orator! I taſted the heautics of language I breathed 
the ſpirit of freedom, and I imbibed from his preogpts and 
examples the public and private ſenſe of a man. Cicero in 
Latin, and Xenophon in Greek, are indeed the two ancients 
whom T would' firſt propoſe to a liberal ſcholar ; not only 
for the merit of their ſtyle and ſentiments, but for the admi- 
table leſſons, which may be applied almoſt to every fitu#tion 
of : public and private Hife. 'Tictro's Epiſtles may in parti- 
Er ufferd the models of every form of correſpondence, from 
the "earclels effuſions of tenderneſs and friendſhip, to the 
veell· guarded declaration of diſcreet and dignified reſentment. 
After finiſhing rhis great zuthor, 4 library of eloquence and 
redn, I formed à more extenſive plan of reviewing the 
Latin claſſics *, n 1. hiſtorians, 2. 
| ports, 


. Jovaraty January 1736-1 dd b dead bee Latin Suns 


| in order; and read this year, "ag Salluſt, Lys Velletus Pareculut, Vas 
lerius 


ur Live AND warrrhes 


_ bets, 4 vrators, and 4- philo ſophers, in 2 chronological 
feries, from the days of Plautus and Salluſt, to the decline 
of the language and empire of Rome: and this plan, in the 
laſt twenty-ſeven months of my refidenee at Lauſanne G- 
nuary 1756—April 1758), I nearly accompliſhed. Nor was 
this review, however rapid, either haſty | or ſuperficial, 1 
indulged myſelf in a ſecond, and even a third peruſal of 
Terence, Virgil, Horace, Tacitus, &c. and ſtudied to im- 
bibe the ſenſe and ſpirit moſt congenial to my own. I never 
ſuffered a difficult or corrupt pallage to eſcape, till I had 
viewed it in every light of which it was ſuſceptible : though 
often diſappointed, I always conſulted the moſt learned or 
_ ingenious conimentators, Torrentius and Dacier on Horace, 
Catrou and Servius on Virgil, Lipfius on Tacitus, Mezi- 
riac on Ovid, &c.; and in the ardour of my inquiries, I 
embraced a large circle of hiſtorical and critical erudition. 
My abſtracts of each book were made in the French lan- 
guage: my obſervations oſten branched into particular ef 
fays; and I can ſtill read, without contempt, a diſſertation 
of eight folio pages on eight lines (287294) of the fourth - 
Georgic of Virgil. Mr. Deyverdun, my friend, whoſe 
name will be frequently repeated, had joined with equal zeal, - 
though not with equal perſeverance, in the fame undertak- 
ing. To hint every thought, every compoſition, was in- 
ſtantly communicated; with him 1 enjoyed the benefits of a 
free converſation on the topics of our common ſtudies. 

But it is ſcarcely poſſible for a mind endowed with any 
active curioſity to be long converſant with the Latin claſſics, 
without aſpiring to know the Greek originals, whom they 
celebrate as their maſters, and of CT 
. ſtudy and imitation; - WEE 


— exemplaria Som ; 
pops Verſate manu, verſate diurna. 


* R 


Te 


lerius Maximus, Tacitus, Ca — Jofting Fidrosy Shure 
Trance, n * and meditated Locke upon the Under- 


NO" 


1 MMS 10 N 5 

: 1 had been 

1 0 wall In fiekheſs or idleneſs, or mere idle reading 3 t that 1 
1 LES” condemned the perverſe method of our ſchoolmaſters, who, 
: by firſt" teaching the mother-language, might deſcend with 

ſo much eaſe and perſpicuity to the origin and etymology. of 

a derivative idiom. In the ninetsentn yer of my age I de- 

termined to ſupply this defect; and the leſſons of Pavilliard 
again contributed to ſmooth the entrance of the ROY the 
Greek alphabet, the grammar, and the pronunciation ac- 
cording to the French accent. At Ns earneſt, 2 we 
ing, ugh eth ag though glaſs, the true ir "A 
Homer, whom I had long fince admired in an Engliſh | 
After my tutor had left me to myſelf, lie e 
through about half the Tliad, arid afterwards interpreted alone 
a large portion of Xenophon and Herodotus. But my ar- 
dour, deſtitute of aid and emulation, was gradually cooled, 
and, from the barren taſk of ſearching words in a lexicon, 
I withdrew to the free and familiar converſation of Virgit 
and Tacitus. * Yet in my reſidence. at Lauſanne. I had laid a 
ſolid foundation, which enabled me, in a more propitious 

ſeaſon, to proſecute the ſtudy of Grecian literature. 

From a blind idea of the uſefulneſs of fuch abſtract ſci- 
ence, my father had been deſirous, and even prefling, that 
I owe: oy Foes ome time to' the mathematics * nor could 

5 ; 7 | 85 FE refuſe 
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Vous aver ſouhaitts que e e 0 vappliquiit à Talgebre; 13 


qu'il a pour les belles lettres lui faiſoit apprehendre quo l algebre ne nuiffit à ſes - 

; Etudes favorites; je lui ai perſuadẽ qu'il ne ſo falſoit pas une juſte idbe de cette 
- partie des mathematiques; Fobeifſance qu'il vous doit, jointe a mes raiſons, 

Ponte detefmin& à en faire un cours, Je ne croiois pas qu avec cette, re«- 


| pugnance il y fit de grand progres: je me ſuis tromp62. il fais bien tout ce T 
mul fait; il eſt exact à ſes legons, il s "applique a lire avant fa legon, et il th 
repaſſe avec ſoin, de maniere qu'il, avance beaucoup, et plus que je ne me bu 
ferois attendu: il eſt charm&. d'avoir commence, et je penſe qu'il ſera un Vi 
mn darhr erm aaa: the 
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— to comply with ſo reaſonable 2 wiſh, During two 
winters I attended the; private lectures of Monſieur. de 
Traytorrens, who explained the elements of 
geometry, as far ag the conic ſections of the Marguis..de a 


FHopitalz and appeared fatisfied with, my diligenge and: 
„ But as my childiſh zenſity: for num 
: Vor. 3 , $4 wy _ r 3 eee 


mois. Pendant quit fait ſes legons, il A M point relach# fur e os 

tres &tudes$ il avance befiucoup'daiis le Grecz et il a preſque lu Ia moitis 

de IIliade d' Homere; je lui fais t6gulierement: des legons ſur cet f 

il a auſſi fini- les Hiſtoriens Latins; il en eſt à prẽſent aux Pottes 3- 8 

il a lu enticrement Plaute et Terence, et bientöt il aura fini Lucrece. Au "A 
reſte, il ne lit pas ces auteurs A la legere, il veut Yeclaircir ſur tout 3 de fagon. 4 
eaves e Tenet nnen, Ab. n as” 
les ſciences. + _ 

Jai eu en 45 vous ire ciedeyant; que malgr6 foo duadey J yore 
compagnie z je puis vous le dire encore aujourd, „„ Ie; The 


"From the a Some, | ley bas 


Mandal; N 1 Do Jan. 145 n 
Jai eu Phonneur de vous 48 1 27 oillet 4 1 16 $bre paſſch, et 
je vous ai rendu compte de la ſants, des &tudes et de la conduite de Mon- 
feur votre fils. Je n'ai rien à ajouter A tout ce que je vous en ai dit? 
il ſe porte parſaitement bien par la grace de Dieu: il continue à 6tu- 
dier avec application, et je puis vous aſſurer qu'il fait des progres confi- 5 
derables dans les Etudes, et il fe fait extremement eſtimer par tous 255 
qui le connoiſſent, et j eſpere que quand il vohs montrerk en detail ce. 
qu'il ſait, vous en ſerez tres content. Les Belles Lettres qui ſont ſon ẽtude 
favorite ne Poccupent pas entiẽrement; il continue les mathẽmatiques, et 
ſon profeſſeur m'aſſure qu'il n'a jamais vu perſonne avancer autant que 
lui, ni avoir plus d' ardeur et d' application qu'il n'en a. Son genie heu- 
reux et penetrant eſt ſeconds par unẽ mẽmoire des plus heureuſes, telle 
ment qu'il n' oublie preſque rien de ce qui'l apprend. Je n'al pas moins ” 
leu d'etre content de ſa conduite z quoiqu'il ẽtudit beaucoup; il voit ce- 
pendant compagnie, mais il ne voit * des * le enn. 
lui etre utile. $3 | {7389 
* JourRNAL, January NE THE" began to ſtudy ates weil M. de 
Traytorrens, went through the elements of algebra and geometry, n * 
three firſt books of the Marquis de I' Hdpital's Conic Sections. I alſs fead fi. dg 
bullus, Catullus, Propertius, Horace (with Dacier's and Torrentius's notes), 
Virgil, Ovid's Epiſtles, with Meziriac's Commentary, the Ars Amandi, and 
the Elegies; likewiſe the Auguſtus and. Tiberius of Suetonius, and a Latin 


tranſlation of Dion Caſſius, from the death of Julius Cæſar to the death of Au- 
| guſtus, 
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s ſoon as I underſtaod the principles, I relinquiſhed for. 


* 
— 
5 _—_ 
DOTY _ — 
— . — — eg eg cs = 2 . - _ = G : _ = N N „ We png en 6 l l — 
3 2 . — . ˙ . — Son — 2 - —— =_ - ors * 8 8 vo —— — 6 
4 l 2 E n N 3 — — > * oe IA = « \ 
- 4 — an — — I : \ | - o — CErG. = 
1 p - - — — 22 1 3 - ad on OT 2 POR 5 Ls wa % a »% ws =_ 

. n bs I - 2 — = : g 

O 5 8 1 5 if Ro as — 4 1 o - 2 
— . . - . mc: G | 2 ; a ERR CLIPS — ow _ = l — a 

— as — W ag — — 2 * 1 1 — + —— — rn - 8 _ 
— — — — — — — 5 * — - — — C 4 
— —— 
- — Y — — . — hy 
- * » 2 . 
— 1 29 es — a N 
"A - — one + — * q = * * — — — + —— — „4 „ 
- 9 7 IP? Fr 8 88 1 2 l 10 ad? 4 9 * * Ae. "he +; * 22 rem a 

— q , > "0 c mo n . = x Ty FEES WI, r 9 ines TT? 9 Aye Res = „ * 

4 1 r 5 Nene N « 5 er 

" : J N 5 IR 
” 


IH W GCE 


to receive the paſive: imprefiion of my Profeſſbr's lee-" 
re. exerciſe of my own powers. 


ever the purſuit of the mathematles; nor can I lament 
that I deſiſted, before my mind was hardened by the habit 
of rigid demonſtration, ſo deſtructive of the finer” feel-' 


ings of moral evidence, which muſt, however, determine 


the actions and opinions of our lives, I liſtened with 


more pleaſure to the propoſal of ſtudying the law of na. 
ture and nations, which was taught in the academy of 


Lauſanne” by Mr. Vicat, a profeffor of ſome learning and 
reputation. But, inftead of attendin g bis public or pri- 
vate courſe, I preferred in my clofet the leſſons of his 
maſters, aud my own reaſon. Without being diſguſted 
by Grotius or Puffendorf, I ſtudied in their writings the 
duties of a man, the rights of s citizen, the theory of juſ- 
tice (it is, alas] a theory), and the laws of peace and 


War, which have had ſome influence on the practice of 
modern Europe. My fatigues were alleviated by the good 


ſenſe of their commentator Barbeyrac. Locke's Trea- 


tife of Government inſtructed me in the knowledge of - 


Whig principles, which are rather founded in reaſon than 
experience; but my delight was in the frequent peruſal 
of Monteſquieu, whoſe energy of ſtyle, and baldneſs of 


| hypotheſis, were powerful to awaken and ſtimulate the 
genius of the age. The logie of De Crouſaz had pre- 


pared me to engage with his maſter Locke, and his an- 
tagoniſt Bayle ; of hom the former may be uſed as a 


bridle, and the latter applied as a fpur, to the curioſity 
of a N Pip; Who "RISE to the nature of their 


 reſpedtive 


| ir 1 alſo oliver my e eee bids laſt y year with M. Abd 
&f Bex, and the Profeſſor Breitinger of Zurich; and opened a new one with the 
Profeſſor Geſner of Gortingen. | | 

N. B. Laſt year and this, I read St. John's Goſpel, with part of Xin 


Cyropeedia ; the Iliad, and Herodotus ; but, ws N Cee _ 


ths Rena r 5 


ans . tially de 1 was contend. 
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tefpedtive works, the ſchools of argurnent and objediony 
I carefully went through the Eſſay on Human Under- 


ſtanding, and occaſionally conſulted the moſt intereſting 
articles of the Philoſophic Dictionary. In the infancy 


my reaſon I turned over, as an idle amuſement, the mo 
ſerious and important treatiſe : in its maturity, the moſt 


trifling performance could exerciſe my taſte or judgment; 
and more than once I have been led by a novel into a 
deep aud inftrucive train of thinking, But I cannot 
ſorbear to mention three particular books, ſince they may 
have remotely contributed: to form the hiſtorian of the 


Roman empire. r. From the Provincial Letters of Paſ- 


cal, which almoſt every year I have peruſed with new 


pleaſure, I learned. to manage the weapon of grave and 


temperate irony, even on ſubjects: af | eccleſiaſtical ſolem- 


nity. 2. The Life of Julian, by the Abbe de la Bleterie, 


firſt introduced me to the man and the times; ; and I 
ſhould be glad to recover my firſt eſſay on the truth of 


the miracle which ſtopped: the rebuilding of the Temple 


of Jerufalem. 3. In Giannone's Civil Hiſtory of Naples, 
I obſerved with a critical eye the progreſs and abuſe of 


ſacerdotal power, and the revolutions. of Italy in the 


darker ages. This various reading, which I now con- 
ducted with difcretion; was digeſted, according to the pre- 
cept and model of Mr. Locke, into a large common- 
place book; a practice, hqwever, which I do not ſtrenu- 


5 


ouſly recommend. The action of the pen will doubtleſa 


imprint an idea on the mind as well as on the paper: but 
much queſtion whether the benefits of this laborious me- 
thod are adequate to the waſte of time; and I muſt agree 
with Dr. Johnſon, (Idler, No. 74) © that what is twice 

« read, is CY better pea than Ares is tran- 
« ſcribed.” | ELF 


During two years, if 1 9 ſome boyiſh exgurſions of | 


a day or a week, I was fixed at Lauſanne; but at- the 
end of the third ſummer, my father conſented that I ſhould 
make the tour of Switzerland with Payilliard: and our 

F 2 hort 
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Degel eneiisv vary 1 
ſhort, abſence. of one month {September 10 
20th, - 1755): was. 2 reward and relaxation of, my affiduous 
Kudlies?. ; ;The faſhion. of climbing the mountains and 
reviewing the Glacier, had. not yet been int rod uced 'by 
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' myſelf, As my father has given me leave to make a journey rougd 

Switzerland, we ſet out to-morrow. Buy a map of Switzerland, it will 
[coſt you but a ſhilling, and follow me. 1 go by Iverdun, Neufchitel, 

Rinne or Biel, Soleurre or Solothurn, Bale or Bafil, Bade, Zurich, Lu- 
' \cerne, and Bern. The voyage will be ef about four weeks ) ſo thit ! 
"Jope to find a letter from you waiting for me." As my father had given 
| me leave to learn what I had a mind, I have learned to rides and leam 


je 


actually to dance and draw. Beſides that, 1 often give ten or twelve houn 


a day to my ſtudies. I find 'a great many agreeable people here j fee 
them fometimes, and can fay-upon the whole, without vanity, that thoifh 
1 um the Engliſkman here who ſpends the leaſt money, I am he who's 
the moſt generally liked. 1 told you that my father had, promiſed to ſqpd 
me into France and Italy, I have thanked him for it; but if he would 
follow my plan, he won't do it yet a while. 1 never liked young tra- 
vellers; they go too raw to make any great remarks, and they loſe a ume 
T 
ſcheme would be, to ſpend this winter at Lauſanne 2 for though it is a 
very good place to acquire the air of good company and the French tongue, 
| we. have no good profeſſors. To ſpend (1 fay) the winter at Lauſanne; 
| £0 into England to ſee my friends a couple of months, and ' after that, 
Kniſh my ftudies, either at Cambridge (for after what has paſſed one'can- 
-not+think of Oxford), or at an Univerſity in Holland. .. Err m, 
Scheme, could you not propoſe it to my father by Metcalf, er ſomebody who 
has @ certain credit over him? I forgot to aſk you whether, in caſe my father 

writes to tell me of his marriage, would you adviſe me to compliment m 
mother-in-law? TURES Ne er ol are that I have-nothing 
Wanne 115 

eee eee this letter; che preparations for ou 
voyage gave me a thouſand interruptions. Beſides that, I was obliged to write 
in Engliſh. This laſt reaſon will ſeem a paradox, ga e N 
| an nene £ I E + vv 


ads " Lavsanxr, rn . Dien 


Sept. 20, 1755» 


foreign travellers, who ſeck the ſublime beauties of nature, 
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amidſt a favage ſcene of woods and mountains, ' a pa 
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gel boy's the forms and ſpirit of fo many various repub- 


lies from the jealous' governthent of the Ter the H- 
centious freedom of the mmi I contemplated With plea- 
ſure the new profpeRs of men and manterl; thõügh m7 
converſation with the natives would have been more free 
and inſtructive, had I poſſeſſed the German, as well as 
the French langnage. We. paſſed" through moſt" of the 
principal towns of Switzerland; Neufchatel, Bienne, So- 
leurre, Arau, Baden, Zurich, Baſil, and Bern. In every 
place we viſited the churches, e libraries, and all 
the moſt eminent perſons ;. and after my return, Id 
geſted my notes in fourteen or fifteen ſheets of a French 
journal, which 1 diſpatched to my father, as a proof that 
my time and his money had not been miſ-ſpent. - Had 1 


found this journal among his papers, I might be tempted 


to ſelect ſome paſſages: but I will not tranſcribe the 
inted accounts, and it may be ſufficient to notice a re- 


markable ſpot, which left a deep and laſting impreſſſn 


on my memory. From Zurich we proceeded to the Be- 
nedictine Abbey of Einfidlen, more commonly ſtyled Our 


Lady of the Hermits, I was aſtoniſhed by the profuſe 
oſtentation of riches in the pooreſt corner of Europe; | 


appears to have been erected by magic; and it was erect- | 
ed by the potent magie of religion. A crowd of palm. 
ers and votaries was proſtrate before the altar. The title 
and worſhip of the Mother of God provoked my indig- 


nation; and the lively naked image of ſuperſtition ſug- 
geſted to me, as in the ' fame place it had done to Zu- 
inglius, the moſt preſſing argument for the reformation 
of the church. About two years after this tour, I paſſed 


at Geneva a uſeful: and agreeable month; but this ex 
curſion, and ſome ſhort viſits in the Pais de Vaud, .did 
not materially interrupt my ſtudious and” ſedentary” N at | 
Lauſanne, . _ 5 
My thirſt of improvement, * the languid tate of 4 
ence at Lauſanne, ſoon prompted me to ſolicit a literary 
AO 


| d got an opport ity of perſot ly — 2 i In 
e peruſal of Liyy, (xxx. 44) I, had been ſtopped by 
= 4 ſeutenoe in A. ſpeech of Hannibal, which cannot be re. 
Fonciled by any torture with his character or argument. 

| The commentators diſſemble, or confeſs their perplexity. 
It occurred to me, that the change of 4 ſingle. letter, by 
: pſtituting otis inſtead of adio, might reſtore a, clear and 
confi ſtent ſenſe ; ; but I wiſhed to weigh my emendation 
in ' ſeales Jeſs, partial than my own. I addrefled myſelf to 
„Ererier e, the ſucceſſor of Rollin, and a profeſſor in 
he enter of Paris, who had publiſhed a large and 
valuable edition ef Livy. His anſwer was ſpeedy and | 

polite; he praiſed my ingenuity, and adopted my conjec- 

ture. 2. J maintained a Latin cotreſpondence, at firſt 

anonymous, and afterwards in my own name, with Pro- 
felfor Breitinger ſ᷑ of Zurich, the learned editor of a Sep- 
: uss int Bible. In our frequent letters we diſcuſſed many 
queſtions. of antiquity, many paſſages of the Latin, claſ- 
: ics. bh propoſed my interpretations and amendments. His 
 genlures,. for he did not ſpare my boldneſs, of conjecture, 
were ſharp and ſtrong; and I was encouraged by the con- 
feiguſneſs of my ſtrength, when J could ſtand in free fe- 
bye — a critic of ſuch eminence and erudition. g. 
nded on ſimilar topics with the celebtated Pro- 

: of tthew, Geſner 3, of the univerſity of Gottingen: 
and he accepted, . as courteouſly as the two former, t 
| invitation. of an unknown youth. But his abilities mig 
| poſſibly be decayed ; his elaborate letters were feeble and 
prolix; and when I aſked his proper direction, the vain 

old man covered half a ſheet of paper with the fooliſh 

enumeration of his titles and offices. 4. Theſe Profeſ- 

f fors of Paris, Zurich, and Gottingen, were ſtrange 
whom 1 preſumed to addreſs on the credit of their, name; 
= but 
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fiend, yarn whom 1 Sie a" more f. 
"reſting correſpondente. He was az langw 
of ſcience, and, above all, of diſpute; 8 | 
flexible logic could ſupport, with 72 e and per- 
haps with equal indifference, the adverſe ſides of & 
poſſible queſtion. His fpirit was active, but his pen h 
been indolent. Mr. Allamand had expoſed ig to 
much ſcandal and reproach, by an anonymous letter 61745 
to the Proteſtants of France; in which he labours to 
perſuade them that public worſhip is the excluſive right 
and duty of the ſtate, and that their numerous aſſemblies 
of diſſenters and rebels were not authoriſed by the Jaw 
or the goſpel. His ſtyle is animated, his arguments ſpe- 
cious; and if the papiſt may ſeem to lurk under the 
maſk of a proteſtant, the philoſopher is concealed under 
the diſguiſe of a papiſt. After ſome trials in France and 
Holland, which were defeated by his fortune or his cha- 
racer, a genius that might have enlightened or deluded 
the world, was buried in a country living, unknown to 
fame, and diſcontented with mankind. Ef facrificulus in 
pago, et ruſticos decipit. As often as private or eecleſiaſti- 
cal buſineſs called him to Lauſanne, I enjoyed the plea- 
fure and benefit of his converſation, and we were mu- 
tually flattered by our attention to each other. Our vor- 
reſpondence, in his abſence, chiefly turned on Locke's 
metaphyſics, which he attacked, and 1 defended; the origin 
of ideas, W of evidence; eee K 


M ; 785 
And "WET no end, f in wandering mazes. oſt” 


Z By fencing with fo ſkilful. a maſter, I acquired ſome dex- | 
 terity in the uſe of my philoſophic weapons; but I was {ill 
* flave of education and prejudice. He had ſome mea- 

ſures 
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3 ures to keep i nnd I auch ſucpet cat be never e wed m 
th true colours of his: ſecret ſhepticiſmy . #57 - e 
Before I-was, xecalled. from Switzerland, I had: che fatis 
fadtion of ſeeing the moſt extraordinary man of the age; 
2 poet, an hiſtorian, a philoſopher, who who has filled dirty 
quartos,; of proſe and yerſe, with his various productions, 
gſten excellent, and always entertaining. Need I add the 
name of Voltaire? After forfeiting, by his own miſconduct, 
the friendſhip of the firſt of kings, he retired, at the age of 
ſixty,. with a plentiful fortune, to a free and beautiful coun- 
try and reſided two winters (1757 and 1558) in the tou n 
or neighbourhood of Lauſanne. My deſire of beholding 
Voltaire, whom I then rated above his real magnitude, was 
| eaſily. gratified, He. received me with civility as an Engliſh 
youth ; but I cannot boaſt of any n notice or Ae, 
tion, Virgilium vidi tantum. — 
The ode which he compoſed on FO * W on the 
banks of the Leman Lake, O Maiſon d Ariſtippel O Fare 
din d Epicure, &c. had been imparted as a ſecret to the gens: 
tleman by whom I was introduced. He allowed me to read 
it twice; I knew it by heart; and as my diſeretion was not 
equal to my memory, the author was ſoon diſpleaſed by the! 
circulation af a copy. In writing this. trivial anecdote, I! 
wiſhed to obſerve whether my memory was impaired,: and 
I have the comfort of finding that every lige of the poem 
is ſtill engraved in freſh and indelible / characters-. The 
: higheſt . gratification which I derived from Voltaire's reſi⸗- 
| _ dence at Lauſanne, was the uncommon circumſtance of 
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hearing a great poet declaim his own productions on the 
ſtage. He had formed a company of gentlemen and la- 
dies, ſome of whom were not deſtitute of talentss A 
decent theatre was framed at Monrepos, a cauntry-bouſs:" 
at the end of a ſuburb; dreſſes and ſcenes were provided { 
at the expence of the actors; and the author directed 6 
the rehe⸗ als with the zeal and attention of paternal love. 1 
In two ſucceſſive winters bis tragedies of Zayre, Al- þ 


Zire, Zulime, and his ſentimental comedy of the Enfant 
Prodigue, 
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tion was ; faſhioned to the pomp and cadence of the eld ſtage; 
and he expreſſed tho enthuſiaſm of poetry, rather than the 
feelings of nature. My ardour, which ſoon became G- 
ſpicuous, ſeldom failed of ptocuring me x ticket! The Hs 
bits of pleaſure fortified my taſte for the French theatre and 
that taſte has perhaps abated my idolatry for the Ligne Se | 
nius of Shakeſpeare, which is"inculcated from our in ney 
as the firſt duty of an-Engliſhman. ” The wit and philoſophy 
of Voltaire, his table and theatre, refined, in a viſibledegree; . 
the manners of Lauſanne z and, however addicted to ftuly, 
l enjoyed my ſhare of the anfaſements of ſociety, After the | 
repreſentation of Monrepos I ſometimes ſupped with the 
actors. I was now familiar in ſome, and acquainted' in 
many houſes; and my evenings were generally devoted to 
cards and rr aan, yy in er n or Morn 

rous afſembligs,” - oy 
| +Fhefitate, from ths ran of ridicule, which Lap. 
| proach the delicate ſubje& of my early love. By this word 
] do not mean the polite attention, the gallantry, without 
hope or deſign, which has originated in the ſpirit of chival- 
ry, andis interwoven with the texture of French manners. 
Junderſtand by this paſſion the union of deſire, friendſhip, 
and tenderneſs, which is inflamed by a ſingle female, Which 
prefers her to the reſt of her ſex, and which ſeeks her pof- 
ſcflion as the ſupreme or the ſole happineſs of our bein-. 1 
need not--bluſh at recollecting the object of my chbice; 
and though my loye was difappointed of ſucceſs, I am rather 
proud that I was once - capable of feeling ſuch a pure and a 

exalted ſentiment. The perſonal attractions of Mademoi- : 
{clle Suſan Curchod were embelliſhed by the virtues and ta- 
lents of the mind. 'Her fortune was humble, but her a 5 
mily was reſpectable. Her mother, 2 native of Fränce, 
bad preferred | ber dirs nets to. her x poilitey. weren : 

+ * Ai of 
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tC 
phy of his temper, and he lived eontent with a ſmall ſalary 
and Jaborious duty, in the obſcure lot of miniſter of Craſſy, 
an the mountains that ſeparate the Pays de Vaud from the 
- ;cauaty of Burgundy a. In the ſolitude of a ſequeſtered vi- 
lage he beſtowed a liberal, and even education on 
bis only daughter. She ſurpaſſed his hopes by her proficien- 
cy in the ſciences and languages; and in her ſhort viſits to 
ſame relations at Lauſanne, the wit, the beauty, and erudi- 
tion of Mademoiſelle Curchod were the theme of univerſal 
applauſe: The report of ſuch a prodigy awakened my cu- 
rioſity; ſaw and loved. I found her learned without pe» 
dantry, lively in converſation, pure in ſentiment, and ele« 
gant in manners; and the firſt ſudden emotion was fortified 
by the habits and knowledge of a more familiar acquaintance, 
Phe permitted me to make her two or three viſits at her fa - 
ther 's houſe. I paſſed ſome happy days there, in the moun- 
. tains of Burgundy, and her parents honourably encouraged 
ſhe connection. In a calm retirement the gay vanity ef | 


| * Extradts from the Journal. ' 


N March 1757. I wrote fome critical obſervations upon Platitus. 
Mareh Sch. | 1 wrote à long diſfortatien on ſome lines of Virgil. | 
Junes: dn Jaw Miteroaille Curchod Omnia vincit "ny et unt ce. 
Auguſt. I went to Craſſy, and ſaid two days. 
Sept. 15th. I went to Geneva. 
Oct. „n. I came back to Lauſanne, baving patſed through Craſy. 


wen a. - I went te eint M. de Wattevlle a0 Len, and faw Mademols 
ſeielle Curchod in my way through Rolle. = | 
Nov. 15th, I went to Craſſy, and ſtaid there fix das. | 1 
Jan. 1738. a | In the three firſt months of this year 1 read Ov id's 1 EOAS * 
pPlhoſes, finiſhed the conic ſections with M. de Traytorrens, 4 

and went as far as the infinite ſeries; I likewiſe read Sir 

Iſaac Ae eee and wrote my ien aer, 

n.. ²˙ I 

n. l.  Iſaw Alzire afted by the ſociety at Monrepos. Voltaire aQed 2 
. _ Alvares; D'Hermanches, Zamore; de St. Cierge, Gui- g 
man; M. de Gentil, Monteze 3 and Madame Denys, Al- 


Zire. 


— 
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youth ng longer fluttered in her boſom z ſhe liſtened te the 
voice of truth and paſſion, and I might preſume to hope hat 
I bad made ſome impreſſion on a virtuous heart. At Craſſy 
and Lauſanne I indulged my dream of felieity: but on my 
return. to En gland, I ſoon diſcovered that my father would 


not hear of this ſtrange alliance, and that without his con- 


ſent I was myſelf deſtitute and helpleſs, After a painful 
ſtruggle I yielded to my fate; I ſighed as a lover, I obeyed 
8 4 fon *; my wound was inſenſibly healed by time, ab- 
ſence, and the habits of a new life. My cure was accele- 
rated by a faithful report of the tranquillity and chegefulneſs = 
of the lady herſelf, and my love ſubſided in friendſhip and 

eſteem, The miniſter of Craſſy ſoon afterwards died z his 
ſtipend died with him; his daughter retired to Geneva, 
where, by teaching young ladies, ſhe earned a hard ſubſiſ- 
tence for herſelf and her mother; but in her loweſt diftreſs 


| ſhe maintained a ſpotleſs reputation, and a dignified behavi- 


our. "A rich banker of Paris, a citizen of Geneva, had the 
good fortune and good ſenſe to diſcover and poſſeſs this ineſ- 
timable treaſure; and in the capital of taſte and luxury ſhe 
reſiſted the temptations of wealth, as ſhe had ſuſtained the 
hardſhips of indigence. The genius of her huſband has ex- 
alted him to the moſt conſpicuous ſtation in Europe. In 


every change of proſperity and diſgrace he has reclined on 


the boſom of a faithful Friend ; and Mademoiſelle Curchod 
is now the wife of M. Neckar, the miniſter, and perhaps 


the legiſlator, of the French monarchy. 


Whatſoever have been the fruits of my education, they 
muſt be aſcribed to the fortunate baniſhment which placed 


ies &* 


me at Lauſanne. I have ſometimes applied to my own fate 


the verſes of Pindar, which remind an Olympic champion 
that his victory was the conſequence of his exile; and that 


at 


* See Oeuvres de Rouſſeau, tom. xxxiii. p. 38, 89. oftavo edition. As 


an author 1 ſhall not appeal from the judgment, or taſte, or caprice of Jean 


Jaques: but that extraordinary man, whom I admire and pity, ſhould have 
been leſs precipitate. in condemning the moral character and conduct of a 
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. If my childiſh revolt againſt the religion a my country hag BY 
' notſtripped me in time of my academic gown, the five im 
portant years, ſo liberally improved in the ſtudies and con- 
verſation of Lauſanne, would haye been ſteeped in port and 
prejudice among the monks of Oxford, Had the fatigue of 
| Idlenefs compelled me to read, the path of learning would 
not have been enlightened by a ray of philoſophic freedom. 
I ſhould have grown to manhood ignorant of the life and 
language of Europe, and my knowledge of the world 
would haye been confined to an Engliſh cloiſter, But my 
religious error fixed me at Lauſanne, in a ſtate of baniſhment 
and diſgrace, The rigid courſe of diſcipline and abſtinence, 
to which I was condemned, invigorated the conſtitution. of 
my mind and body; poverty and pride eſtranged me from 
| my countrymen, - One miſchief, however, and in their eyes 
a ſerious. and irreparable miſchief, was derived from the ſuc- 
ceſs of my Swiſs education: J had ceaſed to be an Engliſh- 
man. At the flexible period of youth, from the age of ſix- 
teen to twenty-one, my opinions, habits, and. ſentiments 
were caft i ina yy" mould ; the faint and diſtant remem- 
| brance 
Thus, like the ereſted bird of Mars, at home "OF 
Engag' d in foul domeſtic j jars, ROD 
And waſted with inteſtine wars ö; Fo E 
Inglorious had*ſt thou ſpent thy vig*rous bloom: _ 12 
Had not ſedition's civil broils - edt trad] 
Expell'd thee from thy native Crete, EEE” 
And driv'n thee with more glorious mes is | Oey, 
- Th" Olympic crown in Piſa's plain to meet. : Ds Pinder 
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branee of England was almoſt obliterated ; my native lan« 


guage was grown leſs familiar; and I ſhould have cheerful- 
Iy accepted the offer of a moderate independence on the 


terms of perpetual exile. By the good ſenſe and temper of 
Pavilliard my yoke was inſenſibly lightened :- he left me 


maſter of my time and actions; but he could neither change 


my ſituation, nor increafe my allowance; and with the pro- 
greſs of my years and reaſon I impatiently ſighed for the 


moment of my deliverance. At length, in the Spring of 


the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty- eight, my fa- 
ther ſignified his permiſſion and his pleaſure that I ſhould 


- 
— 


immediately return home. We were then in the midſt of a 


war: the reſentment of the French at our taking their ſhips 
without a declaration, had rendered that polite nation ſome- 
what peeviſh and difficult. They denied a paſſage to Eng- 


liſh travellers, and the road through Germany was circui- 


tous, toilſome, and perhaps in the neighbourhood of the ar- 


mies, expoſed to ſome danger. In this perplexity, two 
Swiſs officers of my acquaintance in the Dutch ſervice, 
who were returning to their garriſons, offered to cond 
me through France as one of their companions ; nor did we 


ſufficiently reflect that my borrowed name and regimentals 


might have been conſidered, in cafe of a diſcovery, in a 
very ſerious light. I took my leave of Lauſanne on the 
I1th of April 1758, with a mixture of joy and regret, in 
the firm reſolution of reviſiting, as a man, the perſons and 
places which had been ſo dear to my youth. We travelled 


ſlowly, but pleaſantly, in a hired coach, over the hills of 


Franche-compte and the fertile province of Lorraine, and 


paſſed, without accident or inquiry, through ſeveral fortified | 


towns of the French frontier : from thence we entered the 
wild Ardennes of the Auſtrian dutchy of Luxembourg; 
and after croſſing the Meuſe at Liege, we traverſed the 
heaths of Brabant, and reached, on the fifteenth day, our 
Dutch garriſon of Bois le Duc. In our paſſage through 


Nancy, my eye was gratified by the. aſpect of a regular 


and beautiful city, the work of Staniſlaus, who, after the 
| ſtorms 


3 *r r . 


ef his er of Barn 10 our halt | at Maeftricht 
7 E viſited Mr. de Beaufort, a/learned critic, 'who was known 


tu me by his ſpecious arguments-againft the five firſt centu- 


ries of the Roman Hiſtory. After dropping my regimental | 
companions, I ſtepped afide to viſit Rotterdam and the 
Hague. I wiſhed to have obſerved a country, the monu- 
ment oi freedom and induſtry; but my days were number - 
ed, and a longer delay would have been ungraceful. I haſ- 


tened to embark at the Brill, landed the next day at Harwich, : 


and proceeded to London, where my father awaited my ar- 
rival. 'Fhe whole term of my firſt abſence from England 

| Ailing nr niogti ek ARGS Gi f 5 
I!, the prayers of the church our perſonal concerns are jus 

diciouſly reduced to the threefold diſtinction of mind, body, 
and at. The ſentiments of the mind excite and exercife 
our focial ſympathy. The review of my moral and literary 
character is the moſt intereſting to myſelf and to the public; 


aad I may expatiate, without reproach, on my private ſtu- 


dies;  fince they have produced the public writings, which 
can alone entitle me to the eſteem and friendſhip of my rea- 
ders. The experience of the world inculcates a diſcreet re. 


ſervr on the ſubjeR of our perſon andeſtate, and we ſoon 


learn that a free diſcloſure. of our riches or poverty would pro- = 

vokd the en r een een, 

contempt. ay 

"The only perſon in England whom I was impatient to ſes 
was my aunt Porten, the affectionate guardian of my tender 
years. Thaftened to her houſe in College · ſtreet, Weſtmin= 

ter; and the evening was ſpent in the effuſions of joy and 
confidence! It was not without ſome awe and apprehenſion 

that T approached the prefence of my father. My infancy, to 

ſpeak” the truth, had been neglected at home; the ſeverity 
of his look and language at our laſt parting {till dwelt on my 
memory ; nor could Þ form any notion of his character, or 
my probable reception. They were both more agreeable 
1 1 * — The domeſtic dKipline of our. anceſ- 
tors 
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deck Jus been relaxed by the philoſophy, and oftneſs of b. 


age; and if my father remembered that he had trembled be- 
fore a ſtern parent, it was only to adopt with his own'ſon an 


+ oppoſite mode of behaviour. He received me as a man and 


a friend; all conſtrait t was baniſhed at our firſt interview, 
and we ever afterwards continued on the ſame terms of eaſy 
and equal politeneſs. He applauded the fucceſs of my edu- 
cation; every word and action was expreſſiue of the moſt 
cordial affection; and our lives would have paſſed without a 
cloud, if his cxconomy had been equal to his fortune, or iti 
his fortune had been equal to his deſires. © During my ab- 
ſence he had married his ſecond wife, Miſs Dorothea Patton, 
who was introduced to me with the moſt unfavqurable pre- 
judiee. I conſidered his ſecond marriage as an act of diſ- 
pleaſure, and I was diſpoſed to hate the rival of my mother. 
But the injuſtice was in my. own fancy, and the imaginary | 
monſter was an amiable and deſerving woman. I could not 
be miſtaken in the firſt view of her underftanding, her 
knowledge, and the elegant ſpirit of her converſation : her 
polite welcome, and her affiduous care to ſtudy and gratify 
my wiſhes, announced at leaſt that the ſurfaes would be 
| ſmooth; and my ſuſpicions of art and falſehood were gra- 
dually difpelled by the full diſcovery of her warm and exqui- - 
ſite ſenſibility, After ſome reſerve on my fide, our minds 
aſſociated in confidenee and friendſhip ;. and as Mrs. Gibbon 
had neither children nor the hopes of children, we more 
eaſily adopted the tender names and genuine characters 
mother and of fon. By the indulgence of theſe parents, I 
was left at liberty to conſult my taſte or reaſon in the choices | 
of place, of company, and of amuſements ; arid my excur- 
fions were bounded only by the limits of the iſland, and the 
meaſure of my income. Some faint efforts were made 10 
procure me the employment of ſecretary to a foreign embaſ- 
ſy; and I liſtened to a ſcheme which'would again have tranſ- 
ported me to the continent. Mrs. Gibbon, with ſeeming 
wiſdom, exhorted me to take chambers in the Temple, and 


devote my leiſure to the ftudy of the law. 1. 3 
of 


— 


"i 0s (#17 - 


5 of having neglected her advice. the Ga without the 


ſpur of neceſſity, have reſolution to force their way through 


the thorns and thickets of that gloomy labyrinth. Nature 
5 had not endowed me with che bold and ready eloquence | 
Which makes itſelf heard amidſt the tumult of the bar; and 


I ſhould probably have been diverted from the labours of 
literature; without acquiring the fame or fortune of a ſuc- 


ceſsful pleader. I had no need to call to my aid the regular 
duties of a profeſſion; every day; every hour, was agreea- | 
bly filled; nor have I known; like ſo many of wy Oy | 


men, the tediouſneſs of an idle life. 
Of the two years (May 1758—May 1760,) baton my 


return to England and the embodying of the Hampſhire mi- 


litia, I paſſed about nine months in London, and the re- 
mainder in the country. The metropolis affords many 
amuſements, which are open to all. It is itfelf an aftoniſh- 


ing and perpetual ſpectacle to the curious eye; and each taſte, | 


each ſenſe may be gratified by the variety of objects which 


will occur in the long circuit of a morning walk. I aſſidu- 


| ouſly frequented the theatres at a very propitious æra of the 
| Rage, when a conſtellation of excellent actors, both in tra- 


gedy and comedy, was eclipſed by the meridian brightneſs. 
of Garrick: in the maturity of his judgment, andwvigour of 
his performance. The. pleaſures of a town-life are within 


tte reach of every man who is regardleſs of his health, his 


| money, and his company. By the contagion of example 1 


was ſometimes feduced ; but the better habits, which I had 
formed at Lauſanne, induced me to ſeek a more elegant and 
. rational ſociety ; and if my ſearch was leſs eaſy and ſucceſs- 


ful than I might have hoped, I: ſhall at preſent impute the 


failure to the diſadvantages of my ſituation and character. 
Had the rank and fortune of my parents given them an an- 
nual eſtabliſhment in London, their own houſe would have 
introduced me to a numerous and polite circle of aequaint- 
ance. But my father's taſte had always preferred the higheſt 


_ the loweſt company, for which he was equally qualified; 


and after a twelve years retirement, he was no longer in the 
27 memory 
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myſelf a ſtranger in the midſt of a vaſt and unnò 


family parties, and ſome ſcattered connections, which were 
not ſuch as 1 ſhould have choſen for myſelf Tue mot 
uſeful friends of my father were the Mallets: they re- 

ceived me with civility and kindneſs at firſt woes An? 


and afterwards or my on; and (if 1 may uſe Lord Cheſ- 
terfield's words) I was ſoon ahmęſbicated in their houſe! = 


Mr. Mallet, a name among the Engliſh poets; is praiſed 
by an unforgiving enemy, for the eaſe and elegance of his 
converſation; and his wife was not deſtitute of "wit or 
learning. By his aſſiſtance I was introduced to lady Her- 


vey, the mother of the preſent earl of Briſtol. Her age 


and infirmities confined” her at home: her dinners were 


ſelect; in the evening her houſe was open to the beſt com- 
pany of both ſexes and all nations; nor was I diſpleaſed at 


her preference and affectation of the manners, the language, 


and the literature of France. But my progreſs in the Eng 


liſh world was in general left to my own efforts; and thoſe 
efforts were languid and flow. I had not been endowed by 


art or nature with thoſe happy gifts of confidence and ad- 
dreſs, which unlock every door and every boſom; nor would 4 
it be reaſonable to complain of the juſt conſequences of my 


ſickly childhood, foreign education, and reſerved temper. 


| While coaches were rattling through Bond- ſtreet, I have 


paſſed many a ſolitary evening in my lodging with my books. 


My ſtudies were ſometimes interrupted by à ſigh, which T. 


breathed: towards Lauſanne; and on the approach of Spring, 
I withdrew without reluctance from the noiſy and extenſive 
ſcene of crowds. without company, and diffipation without 
pleaſure. In each of the twenty-five years of my acquaint- 
ance with London (#758—1 783) the proſpect gradually 
brightened ; and this unfavourable picture moſt properly 


belongs to the n e alter he return from Switzer= 
land. 
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5 1 father's refidence in Hampſhire, : where we paſſe, 
many light, and ſonie heavy hours, was at Buriton;' near 
| —— mile from the Portſmouth: road, and at the 
eaſyo diſtance of -fifty=cight; miles from London *. An old 
manſion, in ai ſtate of decay, had been converted into the 
faſhion-ant:convenience of a modern houſe; and if, ſtrangers 
bad nothing to ſee, the inhabitants had litle to: deſire. The 
pot was not happily choſen,-at the end of the village aud 
ddme bottom of the hillz but the aſpect of the adjacent 
grounds was various and cheerful ; the dawns commanded 
2 noble proſpect, and the long hanging woods: in fight | 
of the houſe could not perhaps have been improved by 
art or ecpenee. My father kept in his own hands the 
whole of the eſtate, and even rented ſome additional land; 
and whatſoever might be the balance of profit and loſa the 
farm ſupplied him with amuſement and plenty. 8 
duce maintained a number of men and horſes, which were 
multiplied by the intermixture of domeſtic and rural ſer 
vants; and in the intervals of labour the favourite team, 
a handſome ſet of bays or greys, was harneſſed to the coach 
Phe economy of the houſe was regulated by the taſte and 
prudence of Mrs. Gibbon. She prided hetſelf in the ele- 
gance of her occaſional dinners; and from the uncleanly 
avarice of Madame Pavilliard, I was ſuddenly tranſported 
to the daily neatneſs and luxury of an Engliſh table. Qu 
immediate neighbourhood was rare and ruſtic ; but from the 
verge of our hills, as far as Chicheſter and Goodwoad, the 
weſtern diſtrict of Suſſex was interſperſed with noble ſcats 
. - and hoſpitable families, with whom we cultivated a friendly, 
and might have enjoyed a very frequent, intercourſe. 
my ſtay at Buriton was always voluntary, I was recęived 
and diſmiſſed with ſmiles ; but the comforts of my retire 
ment did not depend on the ordinary pleaſures of the 
e Ds n could never Kaos Met 3.” 
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and knowledge of farming T'never handted u gun I fel- 


dom mounted an horſe 5:and my philoſophic walks were : 
ſoon terminated by à ſhady bench; where I was long de- 


25 by the fedentary amuſement of reading gr inedita-. 
At home I occupied a pleaſant and ſpacious apart - 


N the library on the ſame floor was ſoon conſidered as 
my peculiar domain; and I: might ſay with truth, that 1 


was never leſs alone than when by : myſelf. 0; My fole 
complaint, which L pioufly ſuppreſſed, aroſe from the kind 
reſtraint impoſed on the freedom of my ti By PE 
habit of early riſing I always ſecured. a ſacred Sw ag | 
the day, and many ſcattered moments were ſtolen and em- 
ployed by my ſtudious induſtry. But the family hours 

of breakfaſt, of dinner, of tea, and of ſupper, were regu · 
lar and long: after breakfaſt Mrs. Gibbon expected my 


company in her drefling-room ;. after tea my father claimed 
my converſation and the peruſal of the newſpapers; and 


in the midſt of an intereſting work I was often called 
down to receive” the viſit of ſome idle neighbours. Their 
dinners and viſits required, in due ſeaſon, a fimilar returnz 
and T dreaded the period of the full moon, which was 
uſually reſerved for our more diſtant excurſions. I could 
not refuſe attending my father, in the ſummer of 17 59, to 
the races at Stockbridge, Reading, and Odiam, where he 
had entered a horſe for the hunter's plate; and I was not 
dipleaſed' with the fight of our Olympic games, the 
beauty of the ſpot, che fleetneſs of the horſes, and the 
gay tumult of the numerous ſpect ators. As ſoon as the 
militia: buſineſs was agitated, many PER were | tediouſly 
conſumed in meetings of deputy-lieutenants at Petets- 
field, Alton, and Wincheſter. In the cloſe of the fame 
year, 1759, Sir Simeon (then Mr.) Stewart attempted an 
unſucceſsful conteſt for the county of Southampton, againſt 


Mr. Legge, Chancellor of the Exchequer : a well-known 
conteſt, in which Lord Bute” s influence was firſt exerted 
and cenſured. Our canvas at Portſmouth and Goſport 


laſted ſeveral days ; but the interruption of my ſtudies 
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was compenſated in ſome degree by the * of Eng- 
ſiſh manners, and the 8 of ſome 3 Know. x 
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ledge.” 1 


If in a es bonitic or more diffipated ſcene my 7 


plication was ſomewhat relaxed, the love of knowledge 


was inflamed and gratified by the command of books ; and 5 
1 compared the poverty of Lauſanne” with the plenty of 


London. My father's ſtudy at Buriton was ſtuffed with 
much traſh of the laſt age, with much high church di. 
vinity and politics, which have long ſince gone to their 
proper place: yet it contained ſome aaa: editions of 


the claſſics and the fathers, the choice, as it ſhould ſcem, 
of Mr. Law; and many Engliſh publications of the times 


had been occaſionally added. From this ſlender, beginning 
T have gradually formed a numerous and ſelect library, the 


foundation of my works, and the beſt comfort of my life, 


both at home and abroad. On the receipt of the firſt quar- 
ter, a large ſhare of my allowance was appropriated to 
my literary wants. I cannot forget the joy with which I 
exchanged a bank-note of twenty pounds for the twenty 
volumes 'of the Memoirs of the' Academy' of Inſcriptions; 
nor would it have been eaſy, by any other expenditure of 
the ſame ſum, to have procured fo large and laſting a fund 


of rational amuſement. At a time when I moſt afſiduouſly 


frequent! d this ſchool of antient literature, I thus ex- 
preſſed my opinion of a learned and various collection, 
which fince the year 1759 has been doubled in magni= 
tude, though not in merit Une de ces ſocietes, qui ont 
mieux 'immortaliſe Louis XIV. qu' un ambition ſouvent 


« pernicieuſe aux hommes, commencoit deja ces recherches | 


« qui. reuniſſent la Juſteſſe de Peſprit, Pamenets & Ierudi- 
c tion: ou Von voit tant des decouvertes, et quelquefois, 
« ce qui ne cede qu'a peine aux decouvertes, une ignorance 


et modeſte et ſevante.” The review of my library muſt 


be reſerved for the period of its maturity; but in this place 


I may allow myſelf to obſerve, chat I am not conſcious of 


having « ever er bought 3 a book” ics? A motive of oftentation, 
* p » i ] that 
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that” every volume, Pede it was depoſited on "he faclf, 
was either read or ſulficiently examined, and that I ſoon - 
| adopted the tolerating maxim of the elder Pliny, .< nullum 
« eſſe librum tam malum ut non ex aliquâ parte prodeſſet. 
I could not yet find leiſure or courage to renew the pur- 
ſuit of the Greek language, excepting by reading the leſ- 
ſons of the Old and New "Teſtament every Sunday, when 
I attended the family to church. The ſeries of my Latin 
authors was leſs ſtrenuouſiy completed; but the acquiſi- 
tion, by inheritance. or purchaſe, of the beſt. editions of 
Cicero, Quintilian, Livy, Tacitus, Ovid, c. afforded a 
fair proſpect, which I ſeldom neglected. I. perſevered in 
the uſeful method of abſtracts and, obſervations and a 
ſingle example may ſuffice,: of a note which had almoſt 
ſwelled into a work. The ſolution of a paſſage: of Livy 
(xxxviii. 38.) involved me in the dry and dark treatiſes of 
Greaves, Arbuthnot, Hooper, Bernard, Eiſenſchmidt, Gro- 
novius, La Barre, Freret, &c. ; and in my French eſſay 
(cchap. 20.) 1 ridiculouſly ſend the reader to my own man- 
feript remarks on the weights, coins, and meaſures of the 
ancients, which were e terminated 75 che a 
drum. | | 
As I am now entering on a more * feld of fociety | 
and ſtudy, I can only hope to avoid a yain and prolix gar- 
rulity, by overlooking the vulgar crowd of my acquaint- 
ance, and confining myſelf-to ſuch intimate- friends among 
books and men, as are beſt entitled ro my notice by their 
own merit and reputation, or by the deep impreſſion which 
they have left on my mind. Vet 1 will embrace this oc- 
caſion of recommending to the young ſtudent a practice, 
which about this time I . myſelf adopted. After glancing 
my eye over the deſign and order of a new book, I ſuſ- 
| pended the peruſal till I had finiſhed the taſk of ſelf-exami- 
nation, till I had revolved, in a ſolitary walk, all that I 
knew or believed, or had thought on the ſubject of the 
whole work, or of ſome particular chapter: I was then 
qualified to diſcern how much the author added to my ori- 
. 5 ginal 
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T Ask; and F was ſometimes ſatisfied ty te agree. 
T was ſöte tim armed BY: the ppoſitist, 'of our 
Je! PHE ed] Giga 
Thghſh whiters" ſinee UE Re/Turicn they "breatlls the 
Ipifit of reaſoft und fiberty; and they'moſt ſeafonably con. 
| erlduted to'feftore the purity of my own kengu⸗ & 2 
had been corrüpted by the long uſe of à foreign idiom. By 
| this Jucteious advice of Mr. Male, I Was directed to the 
tings of Swift and Addifon ; wit and ſimplicity are their 
| Kocemndn atttjbutes: but the ſtyle of Swift is ſupported by 
Manly" ofiginal yigour; that of Addiſon is adorned by the 
fertile graces of elegance and mildneſs. The old reproach, 
Yhat 0 Britiſh'altars had been raiſed to the muſe of 'biſtory, 
Vs recently diſproved by the firſt performances of Robert- 
Joni and Hume, the hiſtories of Scotland and of the Stuarts. 
I will alone the preſumption of ſaying, that I was not un- 
Worthy to read them: nor will T diſguiſe my different feel- 
ings in the repeated peruſals. The perfect compoeſition;' the 
net vous language, the well · tuned periods of Dr. Robertſon, 
inflamedd me to the ambitious hope that I might one day 
tread in his footſteps: the calm philoſophy, the carelefs Ini. 
*tHhitable Beauties of his friend and rival, often forced me to 
loſe the volume with a mixed ſenſation ve delight _ de- 
Afr. be BE 5 Me 
The deſign of my firſt work, the „Ely on the Sy of 
"Literature, was ſuggeſted by a refinement of ' vanity, che 
Veſire of juſtifying and praiſing the object of a favourite 
Purſuit. "In France, to which my ideas were confined, the 
earning and language of Greece and Rome were neglected 
*y 4 philofdphie age. The guardian of thoſe ſtudies,” the 
emy of Inſeriptions, was degraded to the loweſt rank 
among the three royal ſocieties of Paris : the new ippelli- 
Yon of Erudits' was contemptuouſſ y app] ied to the ſucceſſors 
of Bipfius and Caſaubon; and I was provoked to hear "(ſee 
M. d'Alembert Diſcburs preliminaire 2 PEncyclopedie) 
that” the exerciſe of the memory, their ſole merit, had been 
fuperfeded by EN nobler faculties of the imagination and the 
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judgment, I was ambitious of proving by my own exyn- 
ple, as well as by my; precepts, th gultles of ne 
mind may be exerciſed-and. diſplayed. by the tudy of angipnt 
literature: I began to- ſelect and adorn; the proofs 
and illuſtrations which had offered themſelves. in reading 
the claſſies ; and the firſt pages or chapters of my eſſay, were 
e ompoſed before my departure from Lauſaune. The burry 
of the journey, and of the firſt- werks of my Engliſh life, 
ſuſpended all thoughts of ſerious application : but my object 
was ever. before my eyes; and no more than ten days, from 
the firſt to the eleventh of July, were ſuffered-to elapſe after 
my ſummer eſtabliſhment at Buriton. My eſſay was. finiſh- 
ed in about ſix weeks; and as ſoon as a fair copy had been 
tranſcribed by one of the French priſoners at Petersfield,, I 
looked round for a critic and judge of my firſt perfor 
A writer can ſeldom be content with the doubtful. recom- 
pence. of ſolitary approbation ; but a youth ignorant of the 
world, and of himſelf, muſt deſire to weigh his talents. in 
ſome ſcales leſs partial than his own: my conduct was natu- 
ral, my motive laudable, my choice of Dr. Maty judicious 
and fortunate. By deſcent and education Dr. Maty, though 
born in Holland, might be conſidered as a Frenchman;z.but 
he was fixed in London by the practice of phyſic, and an 
office in the Britiſh Muſeum. His reputation was juſtly 

founded on the eighteen volumes of the Foternal Britannique, 
which he had ſupported, almoſt alone, with perſeverance and 
fucceſs. This humble though uſeful labour, which, had 
once been dignified by the genius of Bayle and. the learning 
of Le Clerc, was not diſgraced by the taſte, the knowledge, 
and the judgment of Maty : he exhibits a candid and pleaſ- 
ing view of the ſtate of literature in England during a pe- 
riod. of fix years (January 1750 Decęmber 1755); and, 
far different from his angry ſon, he handles the rod of Criti= | 
ciſm with the tenderneſs. and reluctance of a parent. The 
author of the Journal Britannigue ſometimes aſpires to the 
character of a poet and philoſopher: bis ſtyle is pure and 


elegant; and in his virtues, or even in his defects, he may 
be 
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1 SITY one of the laſt diſciples of the ſchool of - Fonte.. 


nelle. His anſwer. to my firſt letter was prompt and polite: 


-after a careful examination he returned my manuſcript, with 


ſome animadverſion and much applauſe; and when I viſited 
London in the enſuing winter, we diſcuſſed the deſign and 
_ execution in ſeveral free and familiar conyerſations. In a 
hort excurſion to Buriton I reviewed my eſſay, according 
to his friendly advice; and after ſuppreſſing a third, adding 
a third, and altering a third, I conſummated my firſt labour 
by a ſhort preface, which is dated February 3d, 1759. Vet 


I ſtill ſhrank! from the preſs with the terrors of virgin mo- 


-deſty : the manuſcript was ſafely depoſited in my deſk; and 
as my attention was engaged by new objects, the delay 
might have been prolonged till I had munen the precept of 


. Horace, «-nonumque prematur in annum.” Father Sir- 


mond, a learned jeſuit, was ſtill more rigid, ſince he adviſed 
a young friend to expect the mature age of fifty, . before he 
gave himſelf or his writings to the public: (Olivet Hiſtoire 
.de PAcademie F rangoiſe, tom. ii. p. 143.) The counſel 
was ſingular; but it is ſtill more ſingular that it ſhould: have 
been approved by the example of the author. Sirmond was 
himſelf fifty-five years of age when he publiſhed (in 1614) 


bis firſt work, an edition of Sidonius Apollinaris, with many 


valuable annotations: (ſee his life, before the great edition 


of his works in five volumes r n r6ghs e A 


| Pw years — i in FO but f in the. ſpring of 1785 
1 yielded to the authority of a parent, and complied, like a 


pious 1 with the wiſh of my” own heart v. My private 
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4 W March sth, 1758. 2 began my Effai for Etude de la Lit- 


terature, and wrote the 23 firit chapters, (excepting the oth. ones, 11, 
12, 13. 18, 19, 20, 21, 22.) before I left Switzerlanc. 

July 13th. I again took in hand my Eſſay; and in about ar weeks finiſhed 
it, frcm C. 23—55. (excepting 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33+ and note to C. 
38.) beſides a number of chapters from C. 55. rg A which are now 
Kruck out. 

Feb. 11th, 1759. I wrote the chapters of my — 27, 25, 29, 30, 31. 
the note to C. 38. and the firſt part of the preface. | 


April 
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reſolves, were influenced by the ſtate of Europe. About 
this time the belligerent powers. had made and accepted 


oyertures oft peace; our Engliſh plenipotentiaries were 


named to aſſiſt at the Congreſs of Augſbourg, which never 


met: I wiſhed to attend them as a gentleman or a ſecretary; 


and my father fondly believed that the proof of ſome literary 
"talents might introduces me to public notice, and ſecond the 


recommendations of my friends. Aſter a laſt reviſal I con- 


ſulted with: Mr. Mallet and Dr. Mary, who approved the 


N deſign and promoted the execution. Mr. Mallet, after 
hearing me read my manuſcript, received it from my hands, 


and delivered it into thoſe of Becket, with whom he made 
an agreement in my name; an eaſy agreement: I required 
only a certain number of copies; and, without transferring 


my property, I deyalved on the bookſeller the charges and 


profits of the edition. Dr. Maty undertook, in my abſence, 
to correct the ſheets: he inſerted, without my knowledge, 
an clegant and flattering epiſtle to the author; which is 
compoſed, however; with ſo much art, that, in caſe of a 
defeat, his favourable report might have been aſcribed to 
the indulgence of a friend for the raſh attempt of a young 
Engliſh gentleman. The work was printed and publiſhed, 
under the title of Eſſai fur l' Etude de la Litterature, a 
Londres, chez T. Becket et P. A. de Hondt, 1761, in a 
{mall re in duodecimo: * dedication to 1 father, a 


As proper 


April 23, 1761. Being at . by eee e 
publiſh my Effay, 1 reviſed it with great care, made many alterations, ſtruck 
out a conſiderable part, and wrote the pens e which I was 
obliged myſelf to copy. out fr. 

June 10th, 1961. Finding the printing of my book proceeded but ends: 
1 went up to town, where 1 found the while was finiſhed. I gave Becket 
orders for the preſents ; 20 for Lauſanne ; copies ſor the Duke of Richmond, 


Marquis of Carnarvon, Lords Waldegrave, Litchfield, Bath, Granville, - 
| Bute, Shelbourn, Cheſterfield, Hardwicke, Lady Hervey, Sir Joſeph Yorke, 


Sir Matthew Featherſtone, M. M. Mallet, -Maty, Scott, Wray, Lord Egre- 
mont, M. de Buſſy, Mademoiſelle la Ducheſſe d' Aguillon, and M. le Comte 
de Caylus great part of theſe were only my father” s or Mallet's acquaint« 


_ ance, 


— —— ——— — —  — 
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proper a and 8 was compoſed the twenty eiglith 
of May: Dr. Maty's letter is dated the x6th-of Jurie; and 
I received the. firſt copy (June 23) at Alresford, two days 
before I marched with-the Hampſhire militia. * Some weeks 
afterwards, on-the ſame ground, I preſented my book to the 
late Duke of York, who breakfaſted in Colonel Pitt's tent. 
By my father's direction, and Mallet's advice, many lite. 
rary gifts, were diſtributed to ſeveral eminent characters in 
England and France; two books were ſent t6 the Count de 
Caylus, and the Ducheſſe d' Aiguillon, at Paris: I had re- 
 ferved twenty copies for my friends at Lauſanne, as the firſt 
fruits of my education; and a grateful token of my remem-. 
brance: and on all theſe perſons I levied an unavoidable tax 
of civility and compliment. It is not ſurpriſing that a work, 
of which the" ſtyle and ſentiments were fo totally foreign, | 
ſhould have been more ſucceſsful abroad than at home. 1 
was delighted by the copious extracts, the warm commenda- 
tions, and the flattering predictions of the Journals of France 
and Holland: and the next year (1762) a new edition (I be- 
lieve at Geneva) extended the fame, or at leaſt the circula- 
tion, of the work. In England it was received with cold 
indifference, little read, and ſpeedily forgotten: a ſmall im- 
preſſion was flowly diſperſed ; the bookſeller murmured, and 
the author (had his feelings been more exquiſite) might have 
wept over the blunders and baldneſs. of the Engliſh tranſla- 
tion. The publication of my Hiſtory fifteen years after- 
wards revived the memory of my firſt performance, and the 
Eſſay was eagerly. ſought in the ſhops. But I refuſed the 
permiſſion which Becket ſolicited of reprinting it: the pub - 
lic curioſity; was imperfectly ſatisfied by a pirated copy of 
the bookſellers of Dublin; and when a copy of the original 
edition has been diſcovered in a ſale, the primitive value of 
half-a- crown; bas 1 to the * 5 of a d or 

thirty ſhillings. 
T have expatiated © on the beuy e nd prijunt 


of my firſt . 2 memorable æra in the life of a 
" _ 
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Ft 
ftudent, when; he ventures 66 reveal the meaſure of his. 
mind: his hopes and fearw'are multiplied by the idea of felf. 
importance, and he believes for a While ahnt the eyes t 
mankind are fixed on lis petſon and mee. Whites 
ver may be my preſent neputation, it no longer reſts on the | 
merit of this: firſt efſiy$/ and at the end of twenty-eigbt 
years I may appreciate my juvenile work with the impartia« 
lity, and almoſt with the + indifFerence, of a ſtranger. In 
his unſwer to Lady Hervey, the Count de Caylus admires, 
or affects to admire, les livres ſans nombre que Mr. Gib 
bon a lus et tres bien lus &. But, alas] my ſtock of 
erudition at that time was ſcanty and ſuperficial; and if I 
allow myſelf the liberty of naming; the Greek maſters, my 


genuine and perſonal acquaintance was confined to the Latin 


claſſics. The moſt ſerious defect of my Eſſay is a kind of 
obſcurity and abruptneſs which always fatigues, and may | 
often elude, the attention of the reader. Inſtead of a preciſe 
and proper definition of the title itſelf, the ſenſe of the 
word Litterature'is looſely and variouſly applied: a number 
of remarks and examples, hiſtorical, critical, philoſophical, 
are heaped on each other without method or connection: 
and if we except ſome introductory pages, all the remaining 
chapters might indifferently be reverſed or tranſpoſed. The 
obſcurity of many paſſages is often affected, brevis efſe la- 
bore, obſcurus fio ; the deſire of expreſſing perhaps a common = 
idea with ſententious and oracular brevity: xs ! how fatal 
has been the imitation of Monteſquieu! this obſcurity 
| ſometimes proceeds from a mixture of light and darkneſs in 
the author's mind; from a partial ray w ich ſtrikes upon 
1n angle, inſtead of ſpreading itſelf oven the ſurfues of an 
DCoject. After this fair confeſſion 1. preſume to ſay, 
that the Eſſay does credit to a young writer of two ans 
twenty years of age, who had read with taſte, who thinks 
with freedom, and who writes in a foreign language with 
ſpirit - and elegance. The defence of the early Hiſtory of 
i -a_tG Sir Iſane Newton form 


aße 


see Appendix, Letter, No. X. 
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a ſpecious argument. The patriotie and political gage 


the Georgics is happily conceived; and any probable con- 
jecture, which tends to raiſe the dignity of the pot and the 
poem, deſerves to be adopted, without à rigid ſerutiny. 
Some dawnings of a philoſophie ſpirit enlighten the general 
remarks on the ſtudy of hiſtory and of mam I an. not diſ- 
pleaſed with the inquiry into the origin and nature of the 
gods of polytheiſm, which might deſerve the illuſtration of 
a riper judgment. Upon the whole, I may apply to the 
firſt labour of my pen the ſpeech” of a far ſuperior artiſt, 
when he ſuryeyed the firſt productions of his peneill. After 
viewing ſome portraits which he had painted in his youth, 
my friend Sir Joſhua Reynolds acknowledged to me, that he 
Vas rather humbled than flattered by the compariſon with his 
preſent works; and that after ſo much time and ſtudy, he 

had conceived his beer . to Bode en . an de 
found it to have been. vu | 
At Lauſanne I compoſed the firſt ce of my EG i 1 

French, the familiar language of my converſation and 
ſtudies, in which it was eaſier for me to write than in my 
mother- tongue. After my return to England I continued 
the ſame practice, without any affectation, or deſign of 
repudiating (as Dr. Bentley would ſay) my vernacular idiom; 
But I ſhould. have eſcaped ſome Anti-gallican clamour, had 
TI been content with the more natural character of an Eng- 
liſh author. I ſhould have been more conſiſtent had I re- 
jected Mallet's advice, of prefixing an Engliſh dedication to 
a French book ; a confuſion of: tongues that ſeemed to ac- 
cuſe the ignorance of my patron. The uſe of a foreign 
dialect might be cxcuſed by the hope of being employed as a - 
negociator, by the deſire of being generally underſtood on 
the continent; but my true motive was doubtleſs the ambi- 
tion of new and ſingular fame, an Engliſhman claiming a 
place among the writers of France. The Latin tongue had 
been conſecrated by the ſervice of the church, it was refined 
by the imitation of the ancients ; and in the fifteenth and 
ſixteenth ceuturies the ſcholars of er. enjoyed the ad- 
Vantage, 
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vantage, which they have gradually reſigned; of converſing. | 
and writing in a common and learned ĩdiom. As that idiom 
was no longer in any country the vulgar ſpeech,' they all: 
ſtood: on a level with each other; yet a citizen of old Rome 
might have ſmiled at the beſt, Latinity of the Germans and 
Britons : and we may learn from the Ciceronianus of Eraſ- 
mus, how difficult it was found to ſteer a middle courſe be- 
tween pedantry and barbariſm. The Romans themſelves 
had ſometimes attempted a more perilous taſk, of writing in 
a living language, and appealing to th: taſte and judgment of 
the natives. The vanity, of Tally. was doubly. intereſted 
in the Greek: memoirs. of his own conſulſhip; and if he 
modeſtly ſuppoſes that ſome Latiniſms might be detected in 
his ſtyle, he is confident of his own {kill in the art of Iſo- 
crates and Ariſtotle; and he requeſts his friend Atticus to 
diſperſe the copies of his work at Athens, and in the other 
cities of Greece, (ad Atticum, i 19. i. 1): But it muſt 
not be forgotten, that from infaney to manhood Cicero and 
his contemporaries had read and declaimed, and compoſed 
with equal diligence in both languages; and that he was not 
allowed to frequent a Latin ſchool till he had imbibed the 
leſſons of the Greek grammarians and rhetoricians. In 
modern times, the language of France has been diffuſed by 
the merit of her writers, the ſocial manners of the natives, 
the influence of the monarchy, and the exile of the pro- 
teſtants. Several foreigners have ſeized the opportunity of 
ſpeaking to Europe in this common dialect, and Germany 
may plead the authority of Leibnitz and Frederic, of the 
firſt of her philoſophers, and the greateſt of her kings. The 
juſt pride and laudable prejudice of England has. reſtrained 
this communication of idioms ; and of all the nations on 
this ſide of the Alps, my countrymen are the leaſt practiſed, 
and leaſt perfect in the exerciſe of the French tongue. By 
Sir William Temple and Lord Cheſterfield it was only uſed 
on occaſions. of civility and buſineſs, and their printed let 
ters will not be quoted as models of compoſitian. Lord 
Bolingbroke we have publiſhed in French a (ketch-of his 
- was — Refloes 
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Refletions en Exile: but his reputatio! now repoſes on che 
addreſs of Voltaire, & Docte ſermenes utriuſque Hiiguæ 3 
andi by his Engliſh dedication to Queen Carline; and his 
FEſy on Epie Poetry, it ſhould ſeem that Voltaire himfelf 
uwilhedito deſerve a return of the ſame compliment. The 
exception of | Count Harniſton cannot fairly be urgedy 
though an Iriſhman by birth, he was eddeated in France 
from his childhood. Vet I am ſurpriſed that a long reſidence 
in England, and the habits of domeſtie converſation, did not 
affect the eaſe and purity of bis inimitable ſtyle; and I re- 
gret the omiſſion of his Engliſh verſes, which might have 
afforded an amuſing object of compariſon. © I might there- 
fore aſſumt the primus ego in patriam, &c.; but with what 
ſucceſs J have explored this untrodden path muſt be left to 
the decifion of my French readers. Dr. Maty, who might 
himſelf be queſtioned as a foreigner, has ſecured his retreat 
at my expence. Je ne crois pas que vous vous piquiez 
« &etre moins facile a reconnoitre pour un Anglois que 
Lucullus pour un Romain.“ My friends at Paris have 
been more indulgent, they received me as a countryman, or 
at leaſt as a provincial; but they were friends and Pari- 
Hans v. The defects which Maty inſinuates, Ces traits 
« faillans,'-ces- figures hardies, ce ſacrifice de la régle au 
« ſentiment, et de la cadence à la force,” are the faults of 
and laborious exerciſe of my own language, I am conſcious 
I have already hinted, that the publication lege 
was delayed till I had embraced the military profeſſion. I 
ſhall now amuſe: myſelf with the recollection of an active 
ſcene,” which bears eee, to tht other. e ol my 
N eren e lie. 1 Ops | 1 


KT The copious Ade hich 10095 given in the — "IEAM, by Mr. 
Suard, 2 judlelous critic,” muſt ſatisfy both the author and the public. E may | 
here obſerve, that I have never ſeen in any literary review a tolerable account 
of my Hiſtory. The manufacture of journals, at leaſt enn is 
miſerably debaſed. 


dn; the. outſet of a 3 e e e had 
been defended by the aid of German mercenhries. A na- 

tional, militia has been the cry of every patriot ſincethe Re- 
volution and this meaſure, both in parliament: and in the 
field, was ſupported by the country: gendemen or Tories, 
who inſenſibly transferred their loyalty to the houſe of Ha- 
aover: in the language of Mr. Burke, they have changed 
the idol, but they have preſerved the idolatry. In the act of 
offering our names and receiving: our commiſſions, as major 
aud captain in the Hampſhire regiment, (June 12th, 175%, 
we had not ſuppoſed that we ns. e away, my fas; 
ther from his farm, myſelf from my books, and condemned, 
during two years, and a half, (May 10, 1760 December 
23, 1762,).'tq:a wandering life of military ſervitude. But 
a weekly or monthly exerciſe of thirty thouſand provindiais 
| would: have. leſt them uſeleſs and ridiculous z and aftet the 
pretence of an invaſion had vaniſhed, the popularity af Mr. 
Pitt gave a ſanQion to the illegal ſtep of keeping them till the 
end of the war under arms, in conſtant pay and duty, and 
at a diſtance from their reſpective homes. When the King's 
order far qur embodying came down, it was too late to re- 
treat, and too ſoon to repent. The South battalion of the 
Hampſhire militia was a ſmall independent corps of ' four 
hundred and ſeventy- ſix, officers and men, commanded by 
lieutenant-colenel Sir Thomas Worſley, who, afteraprolix 
and paſſionate conteſt, delivered us from the tyranny of the 
lord lieutenant, the Duke of Bolton. My proper ſtation, 
as firſt captain, was at the head of my own, and afterwaids 
of the grenadier company; but in the abſence, or even in 
the preſence, of the two field officers, L was entruſted. by 
my friend and my father with the effective labour of - diftat- 
ing the orders, and exerciſing the battalion. With the help 
of an original journal, I could write the hiſtory of my blood- 
leis and inglorious campaigns ; but as theſe events have Joſt 
much of their importance in my own eyes, they ſhall, be 
diſpatched in a few words. From Wincheſter, the. firſt 


place of aſſembly, (June 4 3760,) we were removed at 


) 37 2 
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our TAY for the benefit of a foreign education, , By 


| the arbitrary, and often capricious; orders of the War-office, 
the battalion ſucceſſively marched to the pleaſant and hoſpi pi- 


Table Blandford (June 17); to Hilſea barracks, a ſeat of 


diſeaſe and diſcord September 1); to to Cranbrook in the 
weald of Kent (December 11); to the ſea-coaft of Dover 
(December 27); to Wincheſter camp (June 25, 1761); 


do the populous. and diſorderly town of Devizes (October 


23); to Saliſbury (February 28, 1762); to our beloved 
Blandford a ſecond time (March 9); and finally, to the 
faſhionable reſort of Southampton (June 2); where the o- 
lours were fixed till our final diſſolution (December 23). 


On che beach at Dover we had exerciſed in light of the Gal- 
lic ſhores. But the moſt ſplendid and uſeful ſcene of our 


life was a four months encampment on Wincheſter Down, 
under the command of the Earl of Effingham. Our ar 


conſiſted of the thirty-fourth regiment of foot and fix militia 
corps. The conſciouſneſs of our defects was ſtimulated by 


friendly emulation. We improved our time and opportuni- 


ties in morning and evening field- days: and in the general 


reviews the South Hampſhire” were rather a credit than a 
diſgrace to the line. In our ſubſequent quarters of the De- 


vines and Blandford, we advanced with a quick ſtep in out | 


military ſtudies ; the ballot of the enſuing ſummer renewed 


- our vigour and youth; and had the militia ſubſiſted another 


year,” we might have conteſted che _ wie the moſt per. 
fect of our brethren. t 


The loſs of ſo many buſy and idle "RT was not compen- 
ſated by any elegant pleaſure; and my temper was inſenſibly 
ſoured by the ſociety of our ruſtic officers. In every ſtate 


there exiſts, however, a balance of good and evil. The 
habits of a ſedentary life were uſefully broken by the duties 
of an active profeſſion: in the healthful exerciſe of the field 
I hunted with a battalion, inſtead of a pack; and at that 


time I was ready, at any hour of the day or night, to fly 2 
from quarters to London, from London to quarters, on the 


lighteſt call of private. or regimental. buſineſs, - But my 


185 | cal? 
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prindipal uid to the militia was the making me un | 
— hrys.ory ſoldier. After my foreign education, 
with my reſerved temper, I ſhould long have continued a 
ſtranger in my native country; had I not been ſhaken in this 
various ſcene of new faces and new friends: had not expe- 
rience forced me to feel the characters of our leading men, 
the ſtate of parties, the forms of office, and the operation of 
our civil, and military ſyſtem. . In this peaveful ſervice, I 
imbibed the rudiments of the language; and ſcience of tac- 
tics, which opened a new field of ſtudy and obſervation. I 
diligently read, and meditated the Aderivires Militdires of 
Quintus Teilius, (Mr. Guichardt,) the only writer who has 
united the merits of -a profeſſor and a veteran. Tho diſci- 
pline and evolutions of 4 modern battalion gave me a clearer 

notion of the phalanx and the legion j and the captain of 
been uſeleſs to the hiſtorian of the Roman empires 
A youth of any ſpirit is fired even by the play of arms, 
and in the firſt ſallies of my enthuſiaſm I had ſeriouſly at- 
tempted to embrace the regular profeſſion of a ſoldier. But 
this military fever was cooled by the enjoyment of our 
mimic Bellona, who ſoon unveiled to my eyes her naked 
deformity. How often did I ſigh for my proper ſtation in 
ſociety and letters. How often (a proud compariſon) did I 
repeat the complaint of Cicero in the command of a pro- 
vincial army: « Clitellz bovi ſunt impoſitæ. Eft incredi- 
© bile. quam me negotii tædeat. Non habet ſatis magnum 
_ « campum ille tibi non ignotus curfus animi; et induftriz 
© mez præclara opera ceſſat. Lucem, libros, urbem, do-. 
« mum, vos deſidero. Sed feram, ut potero; fit modo an- 
« nuum. Si prorogatur, actum eſt s. From a. ſervice 
. without danger I might indeed haveretired without diſgrace ; 
but as often as I hinted a wiſh of reſigning, my fetters were 
rivetted by the friendly intreaties of the colonel, the pa- 
rental authority of the major, and my own regard for the 
honour and welfare of the battalion, When I felt that my 
Vor. 3 | 2 | - 


* Epiſt. ad Atticum, lib. v. 15: 


— — r ˙ . —  — 
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oe og my ſervicade was protracted fur beyond the annudl 
patience of Cicero; and it was not till after the prelimina- 
ries of peace that I received my: diſcharge, from the 8 * 
nn e e 9 


— — 


: We N 1 e ts deen 4 Ut 6 months of 
4 mo Ufagreedbly attive'life, 1 have hall no ſtudies to ſet dom; indeed, 
I wurdly took a book in my hand the whole time. The firſt bps ana 


Blandford, I ght have done ſomething; but the novelty of the thing, of 


2 for ſome time I was ſo fond as to think of going into the army, our 
-days, our dinners abroad, and the drinking and late hours we got into, 


— Prom the day we marched from Blandford | 


i tad hardly a moment 1 eduld call my on; almoft continually in motion 
_ if 1 was fed ſor a day, it was in the guard - room, a barrack, or an inn. Our 
diſputes conſumed: the little time 1 had left. Every letter, every memo. 


rial relative to them fell to my ſhare 3 and our evening canferences were uſed 


to hear kl the morning hours Arie, At laſt I gor'to Dover, and Sir Thomis 
left us for two months. The charm was over, 1 vas fick of fo hateful a fer. 
vices I as ſettled in a comparatively quiet tuation. "_ 
taſte the pleaſure of thinking. 


| RecolleQing ſome thoughts T had formerly had in relation to Go 


Paganifin, which I intended to make uſe of in my Emmy, 1 reſolved to read 
Tany de Naturs Deorum, and Rniſhed it in about a month. don tome tie 
de 1 roche recover my habit of application | 
Oct. ag. Our firſt deſign was to march through Marlborough ; bur finding 
on inquiry that it was a bad road, and a great way about, we reſolved to puſh 
for the Devizes in one day, though nearly thirty miles. We acco:dingly a ar- 
rived there about three o'clock in the afternoon. | 


Wo. 2d Ir have very little to ſay for this and the following miocith. No- 
ching could be more uniform than the life I led there. The little civility of the 


neighbouring gentlemen gave us no opportunity of dining out 5 the time of 


year did not tempt us to any excurſions round the country; and at firſt my in- 
dolence, and afterwards a violent cold, prevented my going over to Bath. I 
belle ve in the two months I ne ver dined-or lay from quarters. I can therefore 
odly Tet down what 1 did in the literary way. Defigningto recover my Greck, 
whichI had ſomew hat negiected, 1 ſet myſelf to read Homer, and finiſhed 
the four firſt books of the Iliad, with Pope's tranflatlon and notes; at the 
fame time, to underſtand the geography of the Iliad, and particularly the ca- 
 talogue, I read the 8th, gth, 10th, 12th, 24th, and 14th bocks of Strabo, 
-Cafaubon's Latin tranſlation : I likewife read Hume's Hiftory of . 
the Reign of. Henry the Seventh, juſt publiſhed, ingenious but t ſuperficial; and 
the Journals des Scavans for Auguſt, September, and October 1761, with 
the Bibliotheque des Sciences, &c. from July to OQtober' : Both theſe 3975 


you very handſomely of mths 


* 1 my bedk de te : 
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Doe Ene upon finiſhing . 
view of what I have done, [ am not diffatisfied with what did in it, upon 


making proper allowances On the one hand, I could betin nöthimg before 


the middle of January. The Deal duty loft me part of February; although 
1 was at home part of March, and all April, yet ele@ionicering is no friend 
eo the Muſes, May, indeed, though di diffipated by our fea parties, was pretty 
quiet; but June was abſblutely loft, upon the march, at Alton, and ſertling 
ourſelves in camp. The four ſucceeding months in camp altowed me little 
ifure, and little quiet. November and December Wert indeed ks much my 
own as any time can be whilft 1 remain in the militia ; but ſtill it is, at beſt, 
not a life for 4 man of letters However; in this tumuſtudus year, (befides 
ſmaller things which 1 have fet down,) 1 read four Books of Homer in Creek, 
fix of Strabo in Latin, Cicero de Natura Deorum, and the great philoſophical 
and theological work of NM. de Beauſobre : 1 wrote it the fame time a tong 
diſſertation on the ſucce mon of Naples; reviewed, fitted for the preſs, and 
augmented above a fourth, my Effai ſur Etude de la Literature. : 


In the fix Weeks I paſſed at Beriton, as 1 never ſtirred Hom it, every day 
was like the former. 1 had neither viſits, hunting, or Walkipg. My only 
reſources were myſelf, my e ana . ee to me 
theſe were great reſources. 

April 24th, 1762. JI waited upon Colonel W in tlie wos ds 
get him to apply for me to be brigade major to Lord Effingham, as a poſt : 
hould be very fond of, and for which I am not unfit. Harvey received ine 
with great good-nature and candour, told me he was both wilting and able ts 
ferve me; that indeed he had already applied to Lord Effingfam for , 
one of his 6wn officers, and though there woutd be mors than one brignds 
major, he did not think he could properly recomm̃end two 3. but that if 1 chi 
get ſome other perſon to break the ice, he would fecondit, and believed he 
ſhould ſucceed : ſhould that fail, as #**#*** was in bad cireumſtancss, lie ber 
lieved he could make a compromiſe with him (this was my deſire) to fer me do 
the duty without pay. I went from him to the Mallets, Pw ee S- w_ 
Sr Charles Howard to ſpeak to Lord Effingham. ; 

Auguſt ad. -I went with Ballard to the French berech hot ; heard & 


moſt indifferent ſermon preached by M. ######, A very bad ſtyle, a worte | 


pronunciation and action, and a very great vacuſty of ideas, compbted this 
excellent performance. Upon the whole, which is preferable, the phitofes - 
phic method of the Englim, or the rhetoric of the French preachets? Thi 
firſt (though leſs glorious) is certainly ſafer for the preacher. It is difficult fer 
a man to make himſelf ridiculous, who profofes only to deliver plaln ſerie oh 
a ſubject he has thoroughly Rudied. But the infant he diſcovers i Jeaſt 


pretenſions towards the ſublime, er the patheticy there is no medium; we 
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4 ies capa ia 
 - ligedtolearnas well as to teach. gon ebe ed 
- ford, and the diſputes of Portſm 


| a Se 5 . requiſite 
to form the character of an orator, that it is more than probable we ſhall 
laugh. As to the advantage of the hearer, which ought to be the great con- 
deration, the dilerama is much greater. Excepting in ſome particular caſes, 
where we are blinded by popular prejudices, we are in general ſo well ac- 
quainted with our duty, that it is almoſt ſuperfluous to.convince us of it. It 
is the heart, and not the head, that holds out ; and it is certainly poſſible, by 
a moving eloquence, to rouſe the ſleeping ſentiments of that heart, and in- 
cjte it to acts of virtue. Unluckily it is not fo much acts, as habits of virtue, 
we ſhould have in view; and the preacher who is inculcating, with the elo- 
quence of a Bourdaloue, the neceſſity of a virtuous life, will diſmiſs his af- 
WH ſembly fall of emotions, which a variety of other objects, the coldneſs of 
=_ our northern conſtitutions, and. e ee eee of exering; to 
1 | good reſolutions, will diffipate in a few moments. 
| 7 Auguſt z4th.J-—The ſame reaſon that carried fo many people to the aden. 
' bly to-night, was what kept me away ; I mean the dancing. 
- 2$th.]=—To-day Sir Thomas came to us to dinner. The Spa has done him 
a great deal of good, for he looks another man. Pleaſed to ſee him, we 
kept bumperizing till after roll-calling ; L us, every freſh 
bottle, how infinitely ſober he was grown. 2 
| 29th.]—1 felt the uſual conſequenees of Sir Thomas's company, and loſt a > 
morning, becauſe I had loft the day before. However, having finiſhed Vol- ; 
p taire, 1 returned to Le Clerc, (1 mean for the amuſement of my leifure 
Hours) 3 and laid afide for ſome time his Bib/iothegue Univerſelle, to look into | 
the Bibliothegue Cheifie, which is by far the better work. t 
September the -23d.J=—Colonel Wilkes, of the Buckinghamſhire militi e 
dined with us, and renewed the -acquaintance Sir Thomas and myſelf had g 
| begun with him at Reading. I ſcarcely ever met with a better companion; ſ 
* | he has inexhauſtible ſpirits, infinite wit and humour, and a great deal of know- | 
ledge. He told us himſelf, that in this time of public diflention he was re- ) 
. ſolved to make his fortune. Upon this principle he has connected himſelf 
cloſely with Lord Temple and Mr. Pitt, commenced a public adverſary to 
Lord Bute, whom he abuſes weekly in the North Briton, and other political 
papers in which he is concerned. This proved a very debauched day: we 
drank a good deal both after dinner and ſupper ; and when at laſt Wilkes had 
retired, Sir Thomas and ſome others (of whom I was not one) broke into bis 
room, and made him drink a bottle of claret in bed. 
Gabe -b sw, which ine about tree hours, rencheled, 


us uſaly with marching by Lord Efingharn, by grand dien, Upon 


e. . 4 
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| which were not employed in the field i and amid the per- 80 
pa: ras FO IIS I'S. vard-room, all | 
literary 
8 done both the Wincheſter and the Goſport 
duties all the ſummer, they behaved very well, and made a fine appearance. 


As they marched by, 1 had my vſual curioſity to count their files. The fol- 
lowing is my field return: eee 


n, Prnn ff 47 
0 705 Number of Files. Nomberof Men. dene. 
1. Nis, 8 ? 33 5 2 — x 


560 
450 
. Battalion, . % — : n PNG: 60 c 
— 99 nr. 
lanatin,\ A + Saas 
bs ? Waben 10 f. «„ ws tas 


Total, 607 OY 
N. B. The Goſport detachment from the Lancaſhire conſiſted of two 

| 2 e eee eee OR OO 
| Je | 
$6 that this camp In England,  fuppoſed complete, EF Wet detache | 
X ment, had under arma, on the day of the grand review, little more than half 
their eftabliſhment. This amazing deficiency (though exemplified in every re- 
giment I have ſeen) is an extraordinary military phenomenon : what muſt it be 
upon foreign ſervice ? TOI ee 
ſand men often brings fifty into the field. 

ren exy pen , is hy vanaing, we found Sir Thomas 
Worſley, 

Ober 21ſt. }—One of thoſe impulſes, which it is, neither very eaſy nor 
very neceſſary to withſtand, . drew me from Longinmwo. a-vary difiuant tele - 
jc, the Greek Calendar. Laſt night, when in bed, I was thinking of a 
diſſertation of M. de Ja Nayze upon the Roman calendar, which I read laſt 
year. This led me to confider what was the Greek, and finding myſelf very 
ignorant of it, I determined to read a ſhort, but very excellent extract of Mr. 
 Dodwell's book de Cyclis, by the famous Dr. Halley, It is- oply twenty-five 
„ 260 weOE EEG calculations, it 
.. TION 
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| 1 1 have * een once more 
„ eee 


and Tay at Harriſon's, where I was received with that old-faſhioned pts 
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ideas wore baniſhed from my wind. Af 


this long 


October me! n which 1. bes laß 


received from Londen, It is chat of Robert Conſtantine, . Lugdun. 1637. It 


is a very large. volume in folio, in two parts, comprifigg. in the. whole 2785 
7 2 Aſter the great Theſaurus, this is eſtcerged the beſt, Greek Lexicon, 
it ſeems to be ſo. | RA words for which 1 looked, 1 always found 


an exact definition; the various ſenſes well diſtinguiſhed, and properly ſup- 
porteds by the beſt authorities. However, F 


r ee n e. 


- December 1th. -i have already given an idea of the Golport thay ; 1 tall | 


da a trait which characteriaes adrgirably our unthipking ſailora. At a 
time When they knew that they ſhould infallibly be diſcharged in a few 
weelts, numbers, whe had confiderable wages due to them, "were continually 


Jumping over the walls, a and riſquing the * I jour wut. 


ment Portſmòuth. 
1th] W̃ found old Captain Meard . alrite with the cond dividen 


of the fourteenth. He e with DNA | 


ing cather a drunken one. — 


roth. J—About the fame | hour our two corps paraded 3 They, 
an old corps of regulars,” who had been two years quiet in Dover caſtle. We, 
part of a young body of militia, two-thirds of our men recruits, of four 
months Randing, two of which.they had paſſed upon very diſagreeable duty. 
Fvery advantage was on. their Gdey and yet our ſuperiority, both as to ap- 
pearance and diſcipline, was ſo ſtriking, that the moſt prejudiced regular coyld 
not have heſitated a, moment. At the end of the town qur two companies ſe- 
Ts. ; my father's ſtruck off for Petersfield, whilſt I continued my rout to 

ton; into which place I marched my company about noon; two, years fix 
months and fifteen days after my firit leaving it. I gave the men ſome beer at 
rell-calling, which they received with great cheerfulnels and decency. 1 dined 


which is at once ſo honourable and ſo troubleſome. | 

: 2 3d. Dur two companies were diſembodied; mine at Alton, nd my 
father's at Beriton. Smith marched them over from Petersfield : they fired 
thies vollies, lodged the majors cotours, delivered up their arms, received 
their money, partook of a dinner at the majors expence, and then ſeparated 
with great eheerfulneſs and regularity. Thus ended the militia 3 1 may fay 
ended, ſince our annuat affemblies in May are fo very precarious, and can be 


vE fo little uſe. However, our ferjeants and drums are Ml kept up, and 


quartered tho yondewroln bf their company; wr the ee remains ut 
ks gre. ee the | 
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taſted ab Dover che pleaſures, o ne e thinking; 
and the hungry appetite witk which Logenodra valume uf 


Fully's philoſaphicab works is til: hroſenti to- my memarx. 


The laſt reviewof: my Eſſay before ita publication hun 
prompted me to in veſtigate the nature gf the gods ;\ my inqui- 
_— 15 
4 3 of life, nd Lon ao ep 
three years and a half from the date of my commiffion, and above two y 
and a half from the time of our embodying, 1 cannot take my leave of it 
out ſome ſew refgeQions. When Lengaged in it, 3; was;tatally ignorant ot its 
pature, and. conſequences. I offered, becauſe. my father did, withqut ever 
imagining chat we ſhould be called out, till it was tog late to retrone ch he 
nour. Indeed, 1 believe it happens throughout, chat our moſt impoftant ac- 
tions have been oſten determined by chance, caprice, or ſome very innit 
| motive. After our embodyings wan things contributed ta malte mo ſupport 
it with great impatience. Our: continual, diſputes with the duke of Baan; 


4 + 8 TR 
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our unſettled way of life, which hardly. allowed me books on leiſure for ſtudy;; , 


and more than all, the difagreeable ſociety in which Tas forced to live. 
Alter mentionint my ſufferings, I muſt ſay ſomething of what I found 
agreeable, Now. it. is over, 1 can make the ſeparation: much better than I 
could at the time. 1. The ugſetiled way. of life irſelf had its advantages. 
The exerciſe and change of air and of objects amuſed me, at the ſame time 
that it fortified my health. 2- A new field of knowledge and amuſement 
opened itſelf to me; that of military affairs, which, both in my ſtudies and 
travels, will give me eyes for a new: world af things, which before would 
have paſſed unheeded. Indeed, in that reſpe@ I can hardly help wiſhing our 


3 1 We had 2 ſet of ee all | 


ſelves that we ſhould be one of the beſt militia corps by next ſummer: a cir- 
cumſtanoe that would have been the more agreeable to me, as I ani now eſta- 
bliſhed the real acting major oi the battalion. But what ] value moſt, is the | 
| knowledge it has given me of mankind in general, and of my own country in 
particular. The general ſyſtem af our gavernment, the methods of our ſe 
veral offices, the departments. and-powers of their reſpeRive officers, our pro- 
vincial and municipal adminiſtration, the views of our ſeveral parties, the 
characters, connections, and influence of our principal people, have been 
impreſſed on my mind, not by vain theory, but by. the indelible- leſſons of 
action and experience, I have made a number of valuable acquaintance, and 
am myſelf much better known, than (with my reſerved character) 1 ſhould 
have been in ten years, paſſing regularly my ſummers at Beriton, and my 
winters in London. So that the ſum of all is, that I am glad the militia has 
den, 6 
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Chriſtian theology: and from this rich treaſury of facts 
and opinions, I deduced my own conſequences, beyond 
the holy cirele of the author. After this recovery I never 
relapſed into indolence; and my example might prove, that 
in the liſe moſt averſe to ſtudy, ſome hours may be ſtolen, 
ſome minutes may be ſnatched. Amidſt the tumult of Win- 
cheſter camp I ſometimes thought and read in my tent; in 
the more ſettled quarters of the Devizes, Blandford, and 
Southampton, I _ ſecured a ſeparate lodging, and the 
CERT in the ſummer of 1762, while the new 
militia was raiſing, I enjoyed at Beriton two or three months 
of literary repoſe “, In forming a new plan of ſtudy, I he- 
ſitated between the mathematics and the Greek language; 
both of which I had neglected ſince my return from Lau- 
fanne. I confulted a learned and friendly mathematician, 
Mr. George Scott, a pupil of de Moiyre; and his map of a 
country which I haye never explored, may perhaps be more 


ſerviceable to others 4. As ſoon as I had given the prefe- 


rence to Greek, the example of Scaliger and my own rea- 


„ Jovanat, May 8th, 1762.)—This was wy birth-day, on which L en. 


- tered into the twenty-fixth year of my age. This gave me occaſion to look a 


little into myſelf, and conſider impartially my good and bad qualities. It ap- 
| peared to me, upon this inquiry, that my character was virtuous, incapable 
of a baſe action, and formed for generous ones; but that it was proud, vio- 
lent, and diſagreeable in ſociety. Theſe qualities I muſt endeavour to culti- 
vate, extirpate, or reſtrain, according to their different tendency, Wit I 


| have none. My imagination is rather ſtrong than pleaſing. My memory both 


capacious and retentive. The ſhining qualities of my underſtanding are ex. 
tenſiveneſs and penetration z but I want both quickneſs and exactneſs. As ta 
my ſituation in life, though I may ſometimes repine at it, it perhaps is the 
beſt adapted to my character. I can command all the conveniencies of life, 
and I can command too that independence, (that firſt earthly bleſſing,) 
which is hardly to be met with in a higher or lower fortune. When I talk of 
my ſituation, I muſt exclude that temporary one, of being in the militia. 
Though I go through it with ſpirit and application, it js both unfit os and 
unworthy of me. | 


ſon | 

etry, and the Bible of the ancients; but Scaliger ran through 
the Iliad in one and twenty days; and I was not diſſatisfied 
with my own diligence for-performing the ſame labour in an 
equal number of weeks, After the firſt difficulties were fur» 
mounted, the language of nature and harmony ſoon became 


eaſy and familiar, and each day I failed OT eee 5 


F ang. 9-000 Hong y. cours, 


| 2 Ti ether tion ini, OT ey 
| Ervipy mepPopicr νν ings, it lovens* 


H Tide ware 1 it,. Nas, A. 481, 


In the ſtudy of a poet who has fince become the molt int. 
mate of my friends, I ſucceſſiyely applied many paſſages 
and fragments of Greek writers; and among theſe I ſhall 


notice a life of Homer, in the Opuſcula Mythologica of 
| Gale, ſeveral books of the geography of Strabo, and the | 


entire treatiſe of Longinus, which, from the title and the 
ſtyle, is equally worthy of the epithet of /ub/ime, My 
grammatical ſkill was improved, my vocabulary was en- 


larged; and in the militia T acquired a juſt and indelible 


knowledge of the firſt of languages. On every march, in 
every journey, Horace was always in my pocket, and often 
in my hand; but I ſhould not mention his two critical epiſ- 
tles, the amuſement of a morning, had they not been ac- 
companied by the elaborate commentary of Dr. Hurd, now 
| Biſhop of Worceſter, On the intereſting ſubjects of com- 
poſition and imitation of epic and dramatic poetry, I pre- 
ſumed to think for myſelf; and thirty cloſe-written pages in 


folio could ſcarcely compriſe my full and free diſcuſſion of the 


ſenſe of the 1 and the e of the ſervant +. 
ge, | Aﬀer 


7 ww Fair wind, e 
Apollo ſent them; quick they rear d the maſt, 
Then ſpread th! unſullied canvas to the gale, 

And the wind fill'd it. Roar'd the ſable flood 
Around the bark, that ever as ſhe went 
Daſh'd wide the brine, and ſcudded ſwiſt away. . Cowrzg's PET 
+ See Vol. II. Miſcellaneous Works. | 
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mined me on the choĩet of Homer, the father of po- 
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After his one B.. Jobnfon,. ee . | 
| ml denies orga grows any natural propenfity of the | 
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by erperienes, that. fem my eacly, youth I aſpived to-the 
Character of an hiſtorian. While I ſerved in the militia, 
before and after tha publication.of my eflay, this idea ripened 
in my mind; nor can I paint in more lively: colous the- feel- 


ings of the moment, than by tranſcribing ſome paſſages, 


under their ee, dates, from # Sk which: I * at 
that time, Dn R 3 
e Renu, April 1 14, , 1761. | 
3 (in a ſhort excurſion rom Dover) W 
Having thought of ſeveral, ſubjects for an hiſriga 
cc WF; I . 45 the expedition of Charles VIII. af 
« France into Italy, I read two memoirs of Mr. de Fan- 
« cemagne in the Academy of Inſcriptions (tam. xvii, p. 
« 599—607.), and abſtracted them, I likewiſe finiſned this 


{1 


« day a diflertation, in which I examine the right of Char- 


« les, VIII. to the crown of Naples, and the rival claims of 


« the Houſe of Anjou and Arragon : it N a WG 


ce pages beſides large. nateü . 9 


Beriton, Auguft 4, 1 761. . 
(In a week's excurſion from Wingheſter camp.) | 


« After having long revolved ſuhjects for my cs 


4 hiſtorical eſſay, I renounced my firſt thought of the oxpe- 
« dition of Charles VIII. as too remote from us, and rather 
an introduction to great events, than great and important 
« in itſelf. I ſueceſſively choſe and rejected the cruſade of 
« Richard the Firſt, the barons? wars againſt John and 
4 Henry the Third, che hiſtory of Edward the Black Prince, 


W I +29 v 


(c Titus, the life of Sir Philip Sidney, and r., che Mar- 
quis of Montroſe, "At —_ I have fixed on Sir Walter 


« Ralcigh 
See Vol II. p. 6. 
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„ Ralcightfor wy hero. His eventful Giory is varied by the 
4 characters ef the ſoldier and ſailet, the courtier and biſto. 
„ rians, and. it may afford ſueh a fund of materials as I defire, 
& which have nat yet been properly manufactured. At pre- 
« ſent. I cannot attempt the execution of this work. Free 
e leiftzre, and the opportunity af conkuling. many books, 
e both, printed, and manuſcript, are as neceſfar e ae 
« impoſſihle to be attained in my preſent way of life. How- 
« ever, to acquire 2 general inſight into my ſubject and re- 
„ ſoures, I read the life.of $ir Walter Raleigh by Dr. Birch, 
« his, copiqus axtiele in the General Dictionary by the ſame 
ee hand, and the reigns of Queen, Elizabeth and _— the 
W . res 


Beritan, January 1762, 1 

+ " the menth's.abſence from: the Devizes.) | 

4 During: e e 1 again turned my 
thoughts to Sir Walter Raleigh, and looked more cloſely 
« mto: my materials. I read the two volumes in quarto of 
« the Bacon papers, publiſhed by Dr. Birch; the Frag- 
« menta Regalia of Sir Robert Nauntan, Mallet's Life of 
Lord Bacon, and the political treatiſes of that great man in 
the firſt volume of his works, with many of his letters in 
« the ſecond; Sir William Monſon's Naval Tracts, and 
the elaborate Life of Sir Walter Raleigh, which Mr. 
« Oldys has prefixed to the beſt edition of his Hiſtory of the 
World. My ſubject opens upon me, and in wg im- 
proves upon a nearer proſpect,” | 


Beriton, Fuly 26, 1 "ts 2. 
| (During wy ſummer reſidence.) 
« I am afraid of being reduced to drop my hero; but my 
« time bas not, however, been loſt in the reſearch of his 
« ſtory, and of a memorable æra of our Engliſh. annals. 
« The Life of Sir Walter Raleigh, by Oldys, is a very 
poor performance; a ſervile panegyric, or flat apology, 


* tediouſ] ly minute, "_— * in a dull and affected 
« ſtyle. 


% AEN oA r 


4 ſtyle. Vet che author was a man of 8 Arn, 
ing, who had read every thing relative to his ſubject, and 
« whoſe ample collections are arranged with: perſpicuity and 
method. Excepting ſome anecdotes lately revealed in the 
Sidney and Bacon papers, I know not what I ſhould be 
© able to add. My ambition (excluſive of the uncertain 
© merit of ſtyle and ſentiment) muſt be confined to the hope 
K of giving a good abridginent' of Oldys, I have even the 
« diſappointment of finding ſome parts of this eopious work 
very dry and barren ; and theſe parts are unluckily ſome of 
4 the moſt characteriſtic: Raleigh's colony of Virginia, his 
« quarrels with Eſſex, the true ſecret: of his conſpiracy, 
e and, above all, the detail of his private life, the moſt ef- 
2 ſential and important to a biographer, My beft reſource 
would be in the eircumjacent hiſtory of the times, and 
perhaps in ſome digreſſions artfully introduced, like the 

te fortunes of the Peripatetic philoſophy in the portrait of 
& Lord Bacon. But the reigns of Elizabeth and James the 
& Firſt are the periods of Engliſh hiſtory, which have been 
. the moſt yariouſly.illuſtrated : and what new lights could I 
reflect on a ſubject, which has exerciſed the accurate induſ- 


L try of Birch, the lively and curious acuteneſs of JYalpole;* 


* the critical ſpirit of Hurd, the vigorous ſenſe of Mallet 
« and Robertſon, and the impartial philoſophy of Hume? 
4 Could I even ſurmount theſe obſtacles, I ſhould ſhrink - 
with terror from the modern hiſtory of England, where 
e every character is a problem, and every reader a friend or 
an enemy; where a writer is ſuppoſed to hoiſt a flag of 
« party, and is devoted to damnation by the adyerſe faction. 
Such would be my reception at home; and abroad, the 
4 hiſtorian of Raleigh muſt encounter an indifference far 
e more bitter than cenſure or reproach. The events of his 
« life are intereſting ;. but his character is ambiguous, his 
e actions are obſcure, his writings are Engliſh, and his 
« fame is confined to the narrow limits of our language and 
« our iſland. I muſt embrace a FS . mae extenſive 
1 theme. | 

« There 
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e which I ſhould prefer to all others, The 
| « Hiſtory of the Liberty of the Swiſs, of that independence 
„ which a brave people reſcued from the Houſe of Auſtria; 
te defended againſt a Dauphin of France, and finally ſealed 
a with the blood of Charles of Burgundy. From ſuch a 
« theme, ſo full of public ſpirit, of military glory, of exam- 
« ples of virtue, of leſſons of government, the dulleſt ſtranger 
« would catch fire: what might not I hope, whole talents, 
4 whatſoever they may be, would-be inflamed with the zeal 
of patriotiſm. But the materials of this hiſtory are inac- 
« ceſfible to me, faſt locked in the obſcurity of an old barba- 
“ rous German dialect, of which I am totally ignorant, and 
« which I cannot reſolve to learn. for this - fole and * 
„ purpoſe. 
c have another fabject in view, which i is the en of 
e the former hiſtory: the one a poor, warlike, virtuous re- 
& public, which emerges into glory and freedom; the other 
« a-commonwealth, ſoſt, opulent, and corrupt; which, by 
« juſt degrees, is precipitated from the abuſe to the loſs of 
| © her liberty: both leſſons are, perhaps, equally inſtructive. 
This ſecond ſubject is, The Hiftory of the Republic of Flo- 
4 rence, under the Houſe of Medicis : a period of one hun- 
« dred and fifty years, which riſes or deſcends from the dregs 
« of the Florentine democracy, to the title and dominion of 
« Coſmo de Medicis in the Grand Duchy of Tuſcany. . I 
e might deduce a. chain of revolutions not unworthy of the 
« pen of Vertot; ſingular men, and ſingular events; the 
« Medicis four times expelled, and as often recalled; and 
« the Genius of Freedom reluctantly yielding to the arms of 
Charles V. and the policy of Coſmo. The character and 
& fate of Savanerola, and the revival of arts and letters in 
“Italy, will be eſſentially connected with the elevation of 
„ the family and the fall of the republic. The Medicis 
* (ſtirps quaſi fataliter nata ad inſtauranda vel-fovenda ſtu- 
dia (Lipſius ad Germanos et Gallos, Epiſt. viii.) were il- 
« luſtrated by the patronage of Ae ; and enthuſiaſm was 
8 the moſt formidable weapon of their adverſaries. On this 
"1M ſplendid 
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* ene 11 27, 1762 The refiofions which'T was 1 vel. 
terday 1 contitaed and digeſted to-day. 1 don't ubfohrtely Took on that time 
as JoR, but that it night have deen better employed than in revolving ſchemes, 


A 


the execution of which 4b ſo tar diſtant. - I muſt learn V ; 


ings of my imagination. | ; 
Nov. 24. J-! dined at the Cocoa Tree with er ; who, _ a great 


appearance of oddity, conceats more real honour, good ſents, and even know- 
nesge, Wan half theſe Who tugh at him. We went thence to the play 
- (the Spaniſh Frier); and when it was over, returned to the Cocoa Tres. 
That reſpectable body, of which I have the honour of being a member, affords 

every evening a ſight truly Engliſh. Twenty or thirty, perhaps, of the firſt 
nen in the kingdom, in point of faſhion and fortune, ſupping at Iittle tables 


eoverttd with a napkin, in the middle of a 'coffte-room upon a bit of ech 
Vet, or a Sandwich, and drinking a glace of punch. At preſent, we are full 


of King's counſeilors and lords of the bedchamber ; who, having jumped into 
the miniſiry, make a very fingular medley of their old. principles and hagen, 
with their modern ones. 


Nov. 26. I went with Mallet to breakfaſt with Garticlez and therice 
to Drury · le Honſe, where I affiſted ut a very private rehearſhly in the Green 
room, of à new tragedy of Mallet's, called Elvira. As I have ſince ſern it 


ated, I ſhall defer my opinion of it till then; but I cannot help menti 
here the ſurpriſing verſatility of Mrs. Pritchard's tatents, who rehearſed, = 


moſt at the ſame tittie, e part of a furious een in the Green-tcomn, and tit = 
of a coquente on theftage 3 nnn img 21, 298 


the utmoſt caſe and happineſs. 


Dec. 30, ]J—Before 1 cloſe the year I muſt balance my accounts not of mo- | 


ney, but of time. I may divide my tueies into four brancties : 1. Books that 


| TY have read for themſelves, claffie writers, or capital treatiſes upon amy ſci- 


ence ; ſuch books as ought to de perafed with attention, and meditated with 


| Gare, Of theſe I read 247 reventy laſt backs of the Iliad twice, the three firſt books 


vf the Odyſſey, the Life of Homer, and Longinus Tips Is. 2. Books which I 


have read, or canſulted, to illuſtrate the former. Such as this year, Black- 


toalÞ's Inquiry info the Life and Writings of Homer, Burke's Sublime and. Beauti- 
ful, Hurd's Hordes,  Guichard's Memoires Militaires, a great variety of paſſages 


of the ancients occafionally uſeful : large extracts from Mezeriac, Bayle, and 
Potter; and many memoirs and abſtracts from the Academy of 2 Belles Lettres: 


among theſe I ſhall only mention here two long and curious ſuites of diſſerta- 


tions zie one upon the Temple of Delphi, the Amplictyonic Council, and the Holy 


Wars, 
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MX LIFE AND WRITINGS. mt * 
The yoinhful -habies of the language and manners ef 

France had leſt in my mind an ardentdeſire of reviſiting the 
Continent on à larger and more liberal plan. Recording to 
the law of cuſtom, and perhaps of reaſon, foreign travel co 
pletes the education of an Engliſh gentleman: my father 
had confenbed to my with, but I was detained above four 
years by my raſh engagement in the militia. I eagerly 
graſped the firſt moments of freedom: three or four weeks in 
Hampfhite and London were employed in the preparations 
of my journey, and the farewell viſits of friendſhip and civi- 
lity : my laſt act in town was to applaud Mallet's new tra- 
gedy een ene to 8 


Wars, iy M. Mein . Wakes the other upon te Gemnief the Gre- 
cans, dy M. M. Burxrte, Getloyne, and de la Barre, 3. Boos of amuſement 
und inſtruction, peruſecꝭ at my leiſure hours, without any reference to a regular 
pm of fiady. Of theſe, perhaps, I read too many, fince I went through the 
Life of Eraſmus, hy E Clerc and Burigny, many extracts from Le Oierc's Bib- 
lnheques, The Ciceronianus, and Cullnpnies of Eraſmus, Barclay's Argenis, Te= 
raffom's Sethos, 'Volnaiire's Seele de Louis XIV. Madame de Matteville's Memoirs, 

nd Fontene/l''s Fork. 4. Compoſitions of my own, I find hardly any, ex- 
cept this nr, and the Burr of Hurd's Horace, which (like a chapter ot 
Montaigne) cuntains many things very different from its title. To theſe four 
heads I muſt this year add u fifth. g. Thoſe treatiſes of Engliſh hiftory which 

I read in January, wich a "view to my now abortive ſcheme of the Zife of 8ir 
Walter Raleigh. 1'0ughtindect to have known my own mind he ttor before 1 
undertook them. eee, PO . p e e Jam not 
uſſatisfied with the peur. 

The chree weeks which 1 patked ar Beriton, at the ind of this and a 

ming of che enſuing yen are almoſt a blunk. I feldom went out; und as the 
ſcheme of my travelling was at laſt vntirely ſettled, the hurry of impatience, 
the cares of prepuratione, und the tenderneſs of friends I wil : en 
allowed ene tardly ary moments for ſtudy. 

+ Journal, Januaty Yith, 2763 III called upon Dr. Muy in themorn> 
ing. He told me that the Duke de Nivernois defired to be acquainted with - 
me. It was indeed with that view chat I had written to Maty from Beriton to 
preſent, in my name, a copy of my book to him. Thence I went to Becket, 
paid him his bin, (fifey-four poynds,) and gave fm back his tranflation. It 
muſt be printed, though very indifferent. My comfort is, that my misfortune 
is not an uncommon one. We dined and ſappedd at the Mallets. - 

12th, I Went with Maty to viſſt the Duke in Albemarie- Street, Be is a 
little emaciated 1 but appears to poſſe is a good under ſtanding, taſte and 

- - knowledge. 
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with t | Matets ts at George 80 i p | | 
97> l e328 gin aayp J 
l fan, 19th, parry? tis ke 
ds "Wivtthols; and received my credentials. Lady 11 rn 
Comte de Caylus, and Madame Geoffrin. eo Morn rn 
(perhaps through Maty's fault) treated me more as 4 man of letters than 8 4 
man vf falhion: ¶ His letters are entirely in that ſtyle 3 for the Count de Caylus 
and M. M. de Ia Bleterie, de Ste. Palaye, Caperonjery du Clos; de Fore: ; 
aud &'Alembert. I then undreffed for the play. My father and 1 Went to the 
Roſe, in the paſſage of the play-houſe; where we found Mallet; witti about - 
thirty friends. —— ͤ ͤ — ñ ꝙ Ü 
ton our places in a body, ready to ſilence all oppoſition: How 
had no occaon to exert ourſelves: Norwichlanding the alte of ge, 
Miller's nation; connections; and; indeed; imprudence; we heard nothing but 
applauſe... I chink it was deſerved. The plan wat bortowed from de ta'Morte, 
| but the details and language have gteat merit. A fine vein-of dramatic poet) 
* runs through the piece. The ſcenes between the father and ſon aalen am 
every ſenſation of the human breaſt; and. the counſe] would, have 6 | 
moved, but for the inconvenience unavoidable upon all theatrey, . that of en- 
truſting fine ſpeeches to indifferent actors. The perplexity of the cataftr 
is much, and I believe juſtly, criticiſed. But another deſect made a fhironghr 
impreſſion upon me. When a poet ventures upon the dreadful; f tuation of a 
father who condemns his ſorr to deathz there is no medium, | the father 
either be a monſter or a: hero. "His obligations of juſtice, of the public 
muft be av binding, as apparent, as perhaps thoſe of papal. ary. ont 
cruel necflity conſecrates his actions, arid leaves no room for repentance. Tha 
thought.is Mhooking,. if not carried into action. ang We ual 
| ſons I am ſenſible. of that fatal neceſſity. Without ſuch an example, the 
ſettled Iberty bf Rome would have periſhed the intent pes A "Bur 
Alonro might have pardoned his ſon for a raſh attempt, the cauſe of which was 
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a privateinjurys. and whoſe conſequences could never have diſturbed an eſta · In 
bliſhed goverument. He, might have pardoned ſuch a crime in any, other ſybe, one 
je& z, and as the laws could exact only an equal rigour for a ſop, a yain-appetite | ado 
for glory, and à mad affe ctation of e could alone have in ced tim 
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agreeably filled, without any int 
At home we are content to move in the daily te 


1 AND: #xrTINGs. ; us 


Is this firſtviſie'] paſſed three/months anda half, (January 
Say 9 and a much longer ſpace might have been 
reourſe with the natives. 
ind of plea- 
ſure and buſineſs; and a ſcene which is always preſent is 
ſuppoſed to be within our knowledge, or at leaſt within our 


power. But in a foreign country, curioſity is our buſineſs 


and our pleaſure; and the traveller, conſcious of his igno- 
rance, and covetous of | his time" is diligent in che ſearch 
and the view of every object that can deſerve his attention. 
I devoted many hours of the morning to the circuit of Paris 


and the neighbourhood, to the viſit of churches and palaces 


conſpicuous by their architecture, to the royal manufaQtures, 
collections of books and pictures, and all the various trea- 
ſures of art, of learning, and of luxury. An Engliſhman 
may hear without reluctance, that in theſe curious and coſtly 
articles Paris is ſuperior to London; ſince the opulence of 


the French capital ariſes from the defects of its government | 


and religion. In the abſence of Louis XIV. and his ſucceſ- 
ſors, the Louvre has been left unfiniſhed : but the millions 
which have been laviſhed on the ſands of Verſailles, and the 
moraſs of Marli, could not be ſupplied by the legal allowance 


of a Britiſh king. The ſplendour of the French nobles is 


confined to their town reſidence; that of the Engliſh is more 
uſefully diſtributed i in their country ſeats; and we ſhould be 
aſtoniſhed at our own riches, if the labours of architecture, 


the ſpoils of Italy and Greece, which are now ſcattered from 


Inverary to Wilton, were accumulated in 4 few ſtreets be- 
tween Marybone and Weſtminſter. All ſuperfluous orna- 
ment is rejected by the cold frugality of the proteſtants; 
but the catholic ſuperſtition, which is always the enemy 
of reaſon, is often the parent of the arts. The wealthy 
communities of prieſts and monks expend their revenues . 


in ſtately edifices ; and: the pariſh | church. of St. Sulpice, 


one of the nobleſt ſtructures in Paris, was built and 
adorned by the private induſtry of a late cure, In this 
outſet; and ſtill more in the ſequel of my tour, my eye 
"Volt. ww i — was 
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the ſociety of a " palithes 1 4 People, in | 
favour I was. ſtrongly prejudiced, : and to converſe w 
home authors,” whoſe converſation, as I fondly ue 
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The moment was happily choſen. At the cloſe of 
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ed in France, a ray of national glory Mumie, bad 
individual, and every © Engliſhman was ſuppoſed to be bon 
a-patriot and a philoſopher. For myſelf, I carried a-per- 
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4 . Vernes, 3 erb a 22k — 
pour voir les endroits dignes d attention dans la ville. D*Augny m'a accoln- 
pagne. Nous ſommes alles d'abord A la bibliotheque de I Abbayt de St. Ger- 
min des Prez, 6a tout le monde Eolt occup6 a Tamangement d un cabinet: 
| eirjofitss, et a Vhbpital des invalides, od le ddme 6tolt ferme i cauſe dev repa- 
_ rations don y faildit.. Il nut donc differer la viſite et la deſcription de ces deux 
endroits. De la nous ſomes alles voir-I&cole militaire. Comme ce bati- 
ment t ·cleve à cots des Invalides, bien des gens y verroient un moyen afſer ſa- 
cile d'appreeier les ames differences de Trae: eee, -Dans-Fun tout ef 


a „ w 


grand 
 logisblancs et affen propres, qui, an eu de yoo gentilhomenes, dont on a ark 
en contiennent 258, compoſent tout etablifſement ; ear le mange et les ecu 
net ne font nen. I eſt vrai qu'on dit que ces batimens ne ſont Cl 
- tage, qu'on-dolt-dter, pour fever le veritable ouvrage ſur ces debris.” II fut 
Bien en effet qu on n' ait pas bati pour I'(ternits, puiſque dans vingt ans Ja pla- 
| part des poutres ſe ſont pourries. Nous jettimes enſuite un coup. d'oeil fur 
reeht de st. Sulpice, r fruit de unt ar lf: 
wen 1 8 | a 


N wider net he an | 


: 2 be far more pleaſing and inſtructive than their writ- 


TAY 
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ee a Wos 5 eg he i 


ausge entitled me to - fas runs rns l 
wi atitude. | 1" was CE hdeted 3s 2 * a man of kette 
15 ol ES, "for amuſement.” efo! y departu! T ha | 


obtained from the Duke de Nivernois, Lady | Hervey, the 2 
Mallets, Mr. r. Walpole, Ke. n many!  Jetters © 0 e a- 
tion to their private o or literar) "Friends. . Of | 
tles the reception and Tucceſs were. "determined 57 * 
character and ſituation of the perſons by whom and to 
whom they were addreſſed: the ſeed was ſometimes caſt 
on a harren rock, and it ſomefimes multiplied an bun- 
dred fold in the production of few ſhoots, ſpreading 
branches, and exquiſite , fruit; But upon. the whole, 1 
had reaſon to ptaiſe the national rbanity, which from 
the court has diffuſed its gentle influence to the dhop; 
2 Of dn men of genius of 
Voltalte reſided on lis own eſtate near Gents; Rouſ- 
ſeau in ' the-preceding year had been driven from his her- 
mitage of Montmorency; and I bluſh at my having ne- 
glected to ſeek; in this journey; the acquaintance of Buf- 
ſon. Among the men of letters whem I ſaw; D* Alembert 
5 5 Diderot held the foremoſt rank in merit, or at leaſt in 
e. I ſhall Content myſelf with erlumerating the well- 
Fant names of the Count de Caylus, of the Abbé de la 
Bleterie, Barthelemy, 'Reynal; Arnaud, of Meſfieiirs de la 
Condamine, du Clos; de Ste, Palaye, de rated Ca- 
peronnier; de Guignes, $uard, &c. wit tten ting to dif- 
criminate-the ſhades of theit characters; or 2 degrees of our 
connection. Alone, in a morning viſit, I commonly found 
me artiſts and authors of Paris leſs vainz and more reaſonable, 
than in the cireles of their equals, with whom they mingle 
in the houſes of the rich. Four days i in a week I had 2 
place, without invitation, at the hoſpitable tables of Meſ- 
dames Geoffrin and du Bocage, of the celebrated Helyetius, 
and of the Baron d' Holbach. In theſe ſympoſia. the plea- 
ſures of the table were improved by lively and liberal con- 
12 | verſation; 
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ede Fevrier 237 e — a FAbb dela Bleterie, 
quiveyt me mener chez la Ducheffe d'Aiguillen;z.je-me- fis ecrire chez M. 
ougain ville que j j ai grande envie de connoitre, et me rendis enſuite chez 
Baron d'Olbach, ami de M, Helvetis. C'etoit ma premiere 'vilite,: et le 
mier pas dans une bort bonne maiſon; Le Baron a de pg — 
ſances, et ſurtout il donne ſouvent et fort bien à diner. S L eg 


Fevrier 24. L Abbe Barthelemy eff fore aimable et Wa de Vantiquaite 
2 tres grande ẽrudition. Je finis larſoirce par un ſonper tres agrẽable cher 
ladame Bontems avec M. le Marquis de Mirabeau Cet homme eſt 

ler 3 3.11 a afſez imagination pour dix autres, et pas afſez de ſens raiſis pour lui 
feul.- Je lul al fait beaucoup de queſtions ſur les titres de Ia nobleffe Francoile; 


mais tout ce — pu mu c'eſt i area a la deſſus des 
iddees bi NE a 5 7 A n nde b 


— 2 
: de Caylus, je m'etois imagine que je trouverois reunis en lui Phomme 
de lettres et Phomine de qualite. Je le vis trois ou quatre fois, er je vu 
homme fimple, uni, bon, et qui me temoignoit une bonts extreme. Si je n'en 
A point'profits, je l attribue moins & ſon caractere qu#a ſon genre de vie. Ile 
leve de grand matin, court les atteliers drs artiſtes pendant tout le jbur dt 
ö rentre chen lol à fix heurs-du'ſoir pour ſs mettre en robe de chambre, et din · 
e dane ſon cahjnet. Le moyen de. volr tes amis 7, 5 


Si ces i0  etoient_fteriless. il y en ent d. autres 3 
auff ffcondes p par leurs ſuites, qu'elles etoĩent agreables en elles milenes, , 
une capitale comme Paris, il eſt neceſfiire, e eee | 
-communilation. vous ayent diſtingué de la foule. * Mais dſquede la e 

dompuę, vos connoiffances. ſe multiplient, et vos nouveau amis ſe fbi un 
plaifir de vous en procurer q autres plus nouyeaux encore. - - Heuceux: effet de 
ce carattere letzer et aimable du Frangois, qui a &tablj dans Paris. une dougeyr 
et une liberts dans la ſocivts, inconnues à Vantiquits, et encore Ixnottet des au- 
tres nations.” A Londres il faut faire fon chemin dans les maiſbns que nei bu- 
rent qu'aves peine. Ia on croit vous fair plaifir en vous recevaiie..: Lela 
eroit Ven faire à ſoi-meme. Auſſi je connois. plus de maiſous 3 Paris qu 
Tate: le it won pas maiſemblable, mai i eſt yrai. ” 
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Two famous actreſſes then divided' the Cake a 
For my dum part, preferred The Confummate art 


_ Clait6h, t 


| dit Aa 0 & 0 
ny Ry my day and favou b 40 35 — 5 


E intempefate fallies of che Dum 8 fie, 
were Etoile b r ee as the genuine . 
nature ald 5 "Fourteen weeks " infſenfibly. ftole 
away ;" bat bad 1 "Bee" Tich "and independent," 1 l 
— prifdiged "and Fan naue f ire £54 reſidence ace At 
ws, * 
Between the expenſive @yle of Paris and & 1271 it 
was prudent to interpoſe ſome months of tranquil ſim- 
plicity; and at the thoughts of Lauſanne 1 again lived 10 | 
the pleaſures and ſtudies of my early youth, Shaping my 
courſe through. Dijon and Beſangon, in the laſt of which 


places I was kindly entertained by my couſin Acton, F ar- 


rived-in the month of May 1763 on the banks of the Leman 
Lake, It had been my intention to paſs the Alps in the 
autumn, but ſüch are the ſimple attractions of the place 
that the year had almoft expired before my departure from 
Lauſanne in-the enſuing ſpring. An abſence of five years 
had not made much alteration in manners, or even in per- 
ſons... My old friends, of both ſexes, hailed my voluntary 
return; the moſt genuine proof of my attachment. They 
had been fattered by the preſent of my book, the produce 


ol their ſoijl; and the good Pavilliard ſhed tears of joy as he 
_ embraced 2 pupil, -whoſe literary merit he might fairly im- 


pute to his on labours. To my old lift I added ſome ne dy 
acquaintance, and among the ſtrangers I ſhall diffinguiſh | 


Prince Lewis of Wirtemberg, the brother of the reigning 


Doke, at whoſe country-houſe, near Lauſanne, T frequently 
dined: a wandering meteor, and at length a falling tar; his 
light and ambitious ſpirit had ſucceffively dropped from the 
firmament of Pruſſia, of France, and df Auſtria; and his 
faults,” Which he tiled his misfortunes, had driven.him. into 
philoſophic exile in. the Pais de Vaud, He could now mo- 


ralize on the vanity of the world, the equality of mankind, 
and rhe happineſs of a private ſtation. His addreſs was 


affable 


: Prince Lewis hw 9 ney 


e 
% Volta 


| —.— his caſtle at Ferney, wheel a again. \ viſited the. poet | 
and the actor, without ſeeking his more intimate acquaint- 
ange, to which, J might now have pleaded. a better. title. 
But the theatre which he had founded, the actors whom he 
bad formed, ſurvived the loſs of their maſter ; | and recent 
from, Paris, I attended with, pleaſure at the repreſentation 
of ſeveral-tragedies and e e I Wall pot deſcend to ſpe· 
cify. particular names and characters 3 but I cannot forget A 
private inſtitution, which will diſplay the innocent freedom 
of Swiſs manners. My favourite ſociety bad aſſumed, from 
the age of its members, the proud denomination. of. the 
ſuring (la ſocicti au printems).. It conſiſted of fſteen or 
twenty young unmarried ladies, of genteel, though not of 

e very firſt families; the eldeſt perhaps about twenty, all 
agreeable, ſeveral handſome, and two or three of exquiſite 
* At each other's houſes they aſſembled almoſt every 
day, without the controul, or even the preſence, of a, mer 


ther or an aunt; they were truſted to their oyn prudence, 


; ong a crowd of young. men of every nation in Eurape. 
| "They laughed, they ſung, they danced, they played at cards, 

they aRed.comedies;, but in the midſt of this carelels gaiety, 
they reſpected wewſelves, and were. reſpected by the men; 
the inviſible line between liberty and licentiouſneſs was never 
tranſgreſſed hy a geſture, a word, or a look, and their virgin 
chaſtity was never ſullied by the breath of ſcandal . or. fuſpi- 


Sion. A ſingular inſtitution, expreſſive of the innocent ; 


Gplicity of Swiſs manners. After having taſted the lux- 
ury ef England and Paris, I could not have returned with 


A to the coarſe and . ! table of Madame Pa- 
1 illiard; 
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HOP op! 1 Lee BY art . houſe- Gf 
Mr. De Meſery, Imek may de entitled tö a hott Ferritens 
brance, as it das ſtood above twenty years, pethiaps, ' witholt = 
aparallet in Europe.” The-b6uſe in which we lodged 
ious and convenient, in the beſt ſtreet, and commafd- 
ing, from behind, 4 nodle proſpect over the eduntry and the 
Lake. Bur table was Terved with” neatnchs and plenty z 
the boarders were ſelect; we bad the liberty of inviting any 
gueſts at a ſtated price; and in the ſummer the ſcene was 
occaſionally transferred to à pleaſant villa, about a league 
from Lauſanne. The characters of Maſter and Miſtreſ 
were happily ſuited to each other, and to their fituation;' At 
the age of ſeventy-five, Madame de Meſery, who has fur 
vived' her huſband, is ftill a "graceful, I had almoſt faid'a 
handſome woman, She” was alike qualified to preſide in her 
kitchen and her drawing-room ; and ſuch was the equal 
propriety of her conduct, that of two or three hundred fo- 
reigns none ever failed in reſpect, none could complain 
of ber neglect, and none could ever boaſt of her favour. 
Meſery himſelf, of the noble family of De Crouſaz, was a 
man of the world, 2 jovial companion, whoſe eaſy man- 
ners and natural fallies maintained the cheerfulneſs of his 
Hhoufe;'” His wit could laugh at his own ignorance: he 
diſguiſed, by an air of profuſion, a ſtrict attention to his 
intereſt ; and in this ſituation, he appeared like a nobleman 
who ſpent his fortune and entertained his friends. In this 
-agrecable ſociety I reſided nearly eleven months (May 
8 1763 April 1764); and in this ſecond viſit to Lauſanne, 
among a crowd of my "Engliſh companions, I knew and 
eſteemed Mr. Holroyd {row Lord Sheffield); and our 
mutual attachment was renewed and fortified - in the 
ſubſequent. ſtages of our Italian journey. Our lives are 
in che power of chance, and a flight variation on either fide, 
in time or place, "might have deprived me of à friend, 
ene in the b was ae ee 
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four WAL, Sk Septembre « 1763. 12 et #*** nous ont quitts.” Is 


premier eſt une mechante bite, groffier, ignorant, et fans uſage du monde. Sa . 


violener lui a fait virigt mauvaiſes affaires ici. On v 
entreptendre le yoyage d Italie, as e refuſant de hy — on { 
pris le partir de le rapeller en Angleterre en le faiſant paſſer par Paris. 2 


 eſtphiloſophe, et fart inſtruit, mals froid et nullement homme d' eſprit- M en 
l de eburir le monde avec des jeunes four.- Apres avoir rendu eclul-& u fu 


famille, n een mga er, mn Quits" 


ea? 1 
o S 3-0 


Septembre Ira effays yne petite: wontification- puccercle-” L 66. 


| part de Frey ayant fait vacquer Pemploi de directeur des etrangers, on mavoit 
fait entre voir qu n me le deſtinoit, et ma franchiſe - naturelle ne mavoit pay 


permis de diſſimuler que je le recevrois avec plaifir,- er que je my arrendois; 
Cependant le pluralitt des voix 1's donnẽ à M. Roel Hollandois. Jai vu qu'un 
a ſaiñ le premier moment que les loix permettoient de ballhter, et que, ſi j'avoid 


voulu raſſembler mes amis, je Paurois emports z mais je ſais en m#me tems que 
laurois eu it y a trois mois, eee ec gf ane 
ici avec quelque raiſon, et j'ai des enn. 


Septembre 2 ame. J. P ai pals Yapres diner chez Madame de ese. Jene 
Pavois pas vue depuis le 14 de ce mois. Elle ne m'a point paris, ni n pany 


s'etre appergue de mon abſence.. Ce filence m'a fait de s peine. Pavois une 
ttss belle reputation ici pour les moœurs, mais je vois qu on commene x m 


confondre avec eee, ne arty 
le vin et le deſordte. fond de 214 
Octobre 1 5.]J—Jai-paſſs l apres midi 'chex Madame de Meſery: Elle 
vouloſt me faire rencontrer avec une Demoiſelle Frangoiſe qu'elle 2 pri K bod 


per z cette Demoiſelle, qui s'apelle Le Franc, a fix pieds de Haut, 8a tate 


ſa figure, ſon ton, ſa converſation, tout annonce le grenadier le plus d@erming; = 
mais un grenadier, qui a de Peſprit, des connoiſſances, et Nuſage du monde- 
Auſſi ſon ſene, ſon mon, ſon exat, tout eſt myſtere. Elle ſe dit e 
fille de condition, qui &'eſt retirbe dans ce pays Par cquſe ds aw” "Ne 


| eu pldtot pour une affaire d honn eur? 3 


Lauſanne, Deęembre 16, 1763. ] e me ann bees . et une 0 
amicale de M. de Chandieu Villars*, m'a enlevẽ ce qui me reſtoit de la matinëe. 
M de Chandieu a ſervi en France avec diſtinQion, et Beſt; retir avec le grade 
de marëchal de camp. C' eſt une homme d'une grande politeſſe, d'un eſprit vit 
et-facile; il feroit aujourdhui a foixante ans, Pagrement d une ſociets de jeunes 
filles!.-C'eſt.preſque le ſeul ẽtranger qui ait pu acquerir Paiſance des Wore 


| Frangoiſes . ſaus en prendre en meme tems les airs bruyans et ẽtourdis. 


»'* The gather öf Madame de Severy, whoſe family were Mr: Gene, n of 
Ne nts, a RTE had GE? at Ea in a the or "= * * 
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ſe Nardini et plufieurs autres opuſcules ſur le meme ſujet qui compoſent preſ, 


8 65 MY ME AND WMTINGS. __ 


eG hall been confined. to the ſtudy of 
the world, three or four months would not have been un 
profitably ſpent, My ON however ſuperficial, to the 


24 Sup an son d n. r e Haden. 
£2 | yvb5921 bb 336) Aus ae enz 115 0 O18: £98 30 3106003500 US 19.172 KY 
Lauſanne,;;Dicembre.,28,..27634)- ; it un beendeten 

on. Les ore monies religieuſes {ont bien eubendues dane ce pays: . Elles ſong 


rares,. et par la meme plus ceſpe dsa ʒ les Viellards ſe plaignent3 la yirits du. 
nt de Ja, devgtion. 3.cependant un jour, comme celpircie HH, 


encore un ſpectacle tris , 6difiant. . Point d'affaires, point d aſſembise ; n 
F'interdit juſqu au w4if 6. n6ceſſaire a Vexiſtence dun Lauſanna s. 
Decembre 31. ] —Jettons un coup d'ceil ſur cette anne 1763. Voyons 


| | comment j'ai. employs cotts:partion.de mon exiſtence qui sf 6coulse et qui 
ne reviendra plug. Lee mois de Janvier w eſt pas dana le ſein de ma famille 3 


qui il falloit ſacrifier tous mes mamens, pargequ' ils Etoient les derniers dans 
les ſeips dun dẽpart et dans hembarras d' un voyage. Nang ce voyage cepen - 


dant je trouvai moyen de lire les lettres de Buſbeguius, Miniſtre Imperial, à da 


porte. Elles ſont, auſſi intẽreſſantes qu inſtructives. Je reſtai q Paris depuis 
e a8 Janviga juſquꝰau g Mai. Pendant tout ge tems je n'8tudiai_ point. 
Les amuſements m occupoient beaucoup, et I habjtude de la diſſipation, qu'on 
prend fi facilement dans les grandes villes, ne me permettolent pas de metre. 
a praſit les tems qui me demeuroit. - Ala verite, fi j'ai peu feuillets les lyres, 
hobſervation de tous les abjets curieux qui ſe preſentent dans une grande ca 


pitale, et la converſation avec Jes plus grands hommes du ſiẽcle, m'ont inſtruit 
de beaucoup de choſes que je n'aurois. ppint trouve dans les liyres. Les ſept; 
ov huit dernjers mais de cette anne ont 6 plug tranguilles, Des.que je mo : 


ſuis vu etabli à Lauſanne, J'ai entrepris une 6tude ſuivie ſur la geographie an- 


_ cienne de Italie. Mon ardeur steſt tres bien ſoutenue pendant fix ſemaines 
jaſqu à da fin du mois de Juin. Ce fut alors qu'un voyage de Geneve inter- 


rompit un peu mon aſſiduitẽ, que le ſejour de Meſery m'offfit mille diſtracti 
ons, et que la ſocicie de Sauſſure acheya de me faire perdre mon tems. Je 
repris mon travail avec ce Journal au milieu d dur, et depuis cg. tema, Juſe: 


qu' au commencement de Novembre, j'ai mis a profit tous mes inſtans 3 


Fevoue que pendant les deux. derniers mois man ardeur s eſt un peu rallantie· 


1. Dans cette Etude ſuivie J'ai lu: 1. Pres de deux livres de la geogra- 


phie de Strabon ſur PItalie deux ſois. 2. Une partie du deuxiéme livre de 


Thiſtoire naturelle de Pline.. 3. Le quatriẽme chapitre du deuxiame livre de 


Pomponius Bela. 4. Les Itineraires d' Antonin, et de Jerpſalem paur ce qui 
regarde Piralie. - Je les ai lus a avec les Commentaires de Weſſelinz, c. Pen 


ai tire. des tables de toutes les grandes routes de l' Italie, reduiſant partout les 


milles Romains, en milles Anglois, et en liepes de France, -ſelpn.lex-calculs de 


M. d: Anville. 5. L Hiſtoire: des. Grands Chemins de l Empire Romain, par 


M. Borgiery deux volumes in 4%. 5. Quelques. Extraits choiſis de, Ciceran, 
Tite Live, Velleius Paterculus, Tacite, . et les deux Plines,. La Roma Veh 
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veuntes et raiſonſes, Celle du paſſage-d'Annibal contient dis pages, et: elt 
fur le guerre ſpciale en a douze. Mais ces 'morceaux font trop etendus, et le 


1 gi J bps * 
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eee Anion be Romaines de Greevivs, 


7. L' Talia Antiqua de Cluvier, en deux volumes in folio. 8. L'Teer ou le 


Voyage de Cl. Rutillius Numatianus dans les. Gaules,. a 
Viczile. 30. Celui de Silius ltalicus. 21. Le Voyage d'"H 


des Belles Lettres,” II. On me fit. attendre Nardini de la 
de Oene ve. Je woolus remplic oe moment de vuide per la leQure de Fo 


Poste qui je ne conngiffbis encore que de riputation. | Je le hu. der hie un 
fir et avec ſoin. III. Pendant 'Pann6e Pai tu quelques journaux, enug 
avtres je Journal Etranger depuis fon commencement, un tome des. Non 


veltes de Bayle, et les xxxv premiers volumes de Ia Bibliotheque- raiſous 


ne. IV. Fai beaucoup ecrit de wen Recueil Gtographique de" Hel 


qui eſt deja bien ample et afſez. curieux, V. Je ne dis point oublier ce 
Journal meme qui eft devenu un ouvrage 3 214 pages en quatre mois et deni 


et des pages des mieux fournies font un objet eunſiderable.  Auffi ſans-compter 


s fas 


un grand nombre d' obſervations detach&es, il s'y treuve des di 


journal more a beſoin dune reforme qui lui retranche quantitẽ de pieces qui 


ſont aſſez &trangeres à fon veritable plan. Apres avvir un pen reflechi. 


deſſus, voici quelques regles que je me ſuis faites ſur Jes objets qui lui comiãen. 
nent. I. Toute ma vie civile et privge, mes amufemens, mes. lia 


mes ecarts meme, et toutes mes refiexions qui ne-roulent. que ſur des we 


qui me ſont perſonels, je conviens que tout cela n'eſt intereſſant que pur wol, 
mais auſſi ce n'eſt, que pour moi que Jecris mon journal, * Tow, @ 
aue j'apprens par Fobferyation ou la converfation. - A Fegard de celle-ci je. ne 


rapporterai que ce que je tiens de perſonnes tout à la fois inſtruites et veridi. 


ques, lorſqu'il eſt queſtion de faits, ou du petit nombre de ceux qui in 


le titre de grand homme, vil g*agit- de ſentimens et opinions, We. Jy 


\mettrai ſoigneuſement tout ce qu'on peut appeller Ia partie materielle de 
mes &tudes 3: combien d'heures j*ai travaills, combien de pages j al ecrit oy ty, 
avec une courte notice du, ſujet qu'elles contenoient.- IV. Je ſerois fachs 
de lire ſans refischir fur mes lectures, ee eee 
mes auteurs, et fans Eplucher avec ſoin leurs jd6es et leurs expreſſions. 


toute lecture ne fournit pas egalement. e e eee, 
yen a qu'on lit; il y en a enfin qu'on doit studier. Mes obſervations fur 
ceux de la premiere claſſe ne peuvent quietre courtes et detachtes. wack 


viennent au journal. Celles qui regardent la ſeconde claſſe n'y entreront qu au- | 
tant qu'elles auront le meme caraRtere. / V. Mes reflexions . ſur ce petit 
nombre c auteurs claffiques, qu'on medite avec ſoin, ſeront naturellement 
plus approfondies et oy ſuivies. C'eft pour elles, et pour e plvs 
etendues 


um, N. B. J'ailu deux fois ces trois derniers morceaux, . 33 Le Traitor 
les Mefures Itineraires par M. e eee 
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win ataining the hade theart; 1 nor ſhould com- $ 
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mm eee 
leu, que je ferat un recueil ſbpars. Je conferveral 'ceperidaint ſa laiſon wet 15 
journal par des renvois conſtans quĩ marqueront le numero de chaque piece 
avec le tems et Pocrafion de {a compoſition, Moyennant ces prfcautions mon 
JouftiaFne' peut que m etre utile. Ce compte exact de mon tems nen fera 


— les anndes et los mois et de mepriſer les heures et les Joum. 


ne dis rĩem de Hagrẽment. C'eſt eſt un bien grand cependant de pouvoir re- | 
paſſer chaque-epoque de ſa vie, et de ſe placer, des qu on le wt, NG 2 
dee toutes les petites ſcenes quꝰ om a joue, ou qui on a vu jouer. 


6 Kurie et eveills par Pavilliard et Hees poor arrdier vis 
fache ut affaire qui i ettit paſſte au bal apres notre depart. G qui failvit 
fa cour a Mademoiſelle #*9$***depyis long tems, voyoit avec peine que #0+$# 
(ei menacoit de le ſupplanter. Il ne rẽpondoit jamais aus politeſſes de 
ſon rival; que par des bruſqueries z et a la fin a Poccafion de la main de Ma- 


demoifelle ii Gernports contre lui le plus mal à propos du monde, et 


le trait devant taut le momde 4 impertinent, &c. J'ai apptis de Pavilliard 
que % Juj/avolit envoys un cartel, et que la reponſe de G***® ne Fayunt 


point contenth ils devojent ſe rencontrer 3 cinq heures du ſoir· Au deſeſpoir | 


& voir mon amm engage dans une affaire qui ne pouvoit que lui faire du tort, 
Fai couru' cher M. de Croufaz on demeurcit . Pal bientot vu qu'il ne 
kit fallolt qu'une explication affen legere, jointe a quelque apdlogie de la patt 


de G***# pour le defarmer, et je ſuis retournẽ chez lui avec H pour Pen- 


pager a la donner. Nous lui avons fait comprendre que Vaven d'une veritable 


tort” ne bleſſdit jamais Phonnevr, et que ſon inſulte envers les dames auſſi 


bien quienvers e gtoit ſans excuſe. Je lui ai diate un billet convenable, 


due fans" in moindve bafteſſe, que J*at portée au Hollandeis. II a rendu les 


ares fur le champ, lui a fait 1a rẽponſe la plus police, et m'a remercis mile 


fois du role que J*avois fait. En verits cet homme n'eſt pas difficile. Apres | 


diner j'ai vu nos dames à qui J'ai ports ure lettre 'd"excuſes. La mere men 
veut plus a , mais Mademoiſelle s eſt deſolte du tort que cette 
ade peat Tat he daris le monde; Otte nexoclatton mi's pris le Jour entier; 


mais peut on mieux employer un jour qu a favver la vie, peutetre a deux per- 
ſonnes, et a conſerver la reputation d'un ami? Au reſte Jai vu au fond plus 
Gun caraetéte. Cees oft brave, vrai, et fend, mais Pune” impetuoſits 

qui n'eſt que plus dangereuſe pour etre ſapprime a Porditiaire. (C###*#% eſt 
d'une Etourdetie d“ennt. De $ dune indifference qui vient biem plus 


dun defaut de ſenſibilitẽ, que d'un excts de raifon. Jai congu une veritable 


amitiẽ pour 1%. na beaucoup de eee TRE 


II” 


©; if dimpera par ſon detail, Tilluflon'qu*on ſe falt nd. : 
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5 Wa "nb entry apr 7 
os to decypher the hier of 4 feinale Roter 
tranquil ere, which tevivedthe memory of ft 
ies; anger: pc have been leſs pardonat 
Hibraties of Laufanne and Geneva liberally ae with | 
books; and if many hours were loſt in dimpation, 
were employed in literary labour. In che 6 in try, 
Horace and Virgil Juvenal and Ovid, were my aſſiduous 
companions; but, in town, I formed and executed a plan 
of ſtudy for the uſe of my Tranſalpine expedition: the to- 
pography of old Rome, the ancient geography of Italy, 
And the ſeience of medals,” x. I diligently read, almoſt al- 
ways with my pen in my hand, the claborate treatiſes of 
Nardini, Donatus, &c. which fil the fourth volume of the 
Roman Antiquities of Grævius. 2. I next undertook an 
finifhed the Italia Antigua of Cluverius, a learned | native of 
Pruftia, who had meaſured, on foot, every ſpot, and has 
compiled and digeſted every paſſage. of the ancient writers. 
Theſe paſſages in Greek'or Latin authors 1 peruſed In the l 
text of Cluyerius, in two folio volumes: but 1 ſeparate ely : 
read the deſcriptions of Italy by Strabo, Pliny, and. Poms c 
ponius Mela, the Catalogues of the Epic poet. the Itino- 0 
raries of Weſſeling's Antoninus, and the coaſting Voyag 5 
of Rutilius Numatianus ; and I ftudied two kindred ſubjett f 
in che Melures Itineraires of 4 Anyille,. and the copious 8 
work of Bergier, Hiſoire des grands Chemins ds Þ Empire n 
Romain." From theſe materials formed a table of roads 2 
and diſtances reduced to our Engliſh meaſure; "filled" a : folig 7 
tr 
* 
Þ 
m 
cc 
ke 
La 


common- place book with my collections and remarks on the 
geography of Italy; and inſerted in my journal mann long 
and learned notes on the inſulaæ and populouſneſs of Nome 
the ſocial” war; tlie paſſage of the Alps by Hannibal, &, 
23 After LE my eye oyer Addiſon's. 5 dias | 
logues, I more - ſeriouſly. read the great work of-Ezechie} 

Spaabeim de Præſantiũ et Uſu Numiſmatum, and per 


with him the medals of the hoe if and PPS. the ami 
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ur 147E AND warrhios b 1 . 
oh was L armed fog my: 1 ua rney*.: wt 

ſhall advance wich rapid brevity.in the narrative of this 
3 which, ſome hat more. than a gar 8 3 5 
May, x 1650 was agreeably employed, ; C With trace. 
ing my line of march — gs zerſonal 
feelings, I ſhall, wave the minute i inveſtigation 
which haue been ne by.. 
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un diner excellent et beaucoup de vin à Dupleix, et d beavcoup/ d'autres. 
nme yous em ere por faire Sele viſites-aux ***, 
aux , et aux vos, Je pars avec quelques regrets: cependant un 1 
din, et une gayetẽ dont } je ne pouvels rendre raiſon, m'ont rendu d une 6tour- 
drrie fans pareilte, vis-a-vis de ces petites. je leur ai dit cent folies, et nous 
Taru d nous a donne un tres beau we 


. . 10 regret * ne fois.” abit 
plus que des connoiſſances. ; C'etoit la maitreſſe et 'ami dont je pleurois la 
perte. D* "aillieurs je voyois Lauſanne avec les yeux encore novices d'un jeune 
tomme, qui lui devolt la partie raiſonable de ſon exiſtence, et qui jugeoit ſans 
objets de comparalſon. Aujourdhui Py vois une ville mal batie, au milieu fun 
pays delicieux, qui jouit de la paix et du repos, et qui les prend pour la lis 
berts. Un peuple nombreux et bien 6leve, qui aime la ſocibtẽ, qui y eſt 
propre, et qui admet avec plaifir les ẽtrangers dans ſes cotteries, qui ſeroient 
bien pius agreables, fi la converſation n*avoit pas cede la place au jeu. Les 
mimes font jolies, et malgrè leur grande liberts, elles ſont tres ſages. Tout 
m plus peuvent elles etre un peu complaiſantes, dans Videe/ honnste, miſs 
incertaine, de prendre un ẽtranger dans leurs fileta. LaffeQation eſt le pech6 
originel des Lauſannois.' AﬀeRation de depenſe, affectation de nobleſſe, af- 
fectation Getprit: les deux premieres font fort repandues, pendant que la 
troifieme eft fort rare · Comine ce vice fe choque a tout inſtant avec celui des au- 
urs; Lauſanne fe trouve partagẽe dans un grand nombre d'etats, dont les 
pincipes et le laogage varient a Pinfini, et qui n'ont de commun que leur 

mepris recipreque les uns pour les autres>. Leur gout pour Ia depenſe s ac 

corde mal avec celui de la nobleſſe. IIs periroient plutot que de renoncer a 
keutb grandeurs, ou d' embraffer la ſeule profeſſion qui puiſſe les y Toutenir. 
La maiſon de M. de Meſery eſt charmante: le caractere franc) et genereux du 
Mari, les agrsmens. de la femme, une. ſituation delicieuſe, une chere excel- 
lente, la compagnie de ſes compatriotes, et une liberts parſaite, font aimer ce 
ſcjour a tout Anglois. Que je voudrois en trouver un ſemblable a Londres! : + 
regrevie encore Holroyd, mais 1] nous $ ſuit de pres, 
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ongd tamen intervallo) among the kings of Europe. The 
mis and populouſneſs of Milan could not ſurpriſe an inhabi- 
'  tantof London: but the fancy is amuſed by a viſit te che 


— 


5 Anse d the yroa 
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and petſpicuous divifton. 1. I climbed oy 1252 | 
deſcended into the plain of Piedmont, not on the back 1 
lepharit, But on a light ofier ſeat, in the has 
trous and intrepid « r en of the Alps. > architec u 

and government of Turin preſented the ſame aſpect of 
tame and tireſome uniformity: but the court was regulated 
with decent and {ſplendid ceconomy ; and I was introduced 
to his Sardinian majeſty a Charles Emanuel, who, after the 


incomparable Frederic, held the ſecond rank (pr ximus 


„ 


Boromean Iſlands, an enchanted palace, a work of the fal. 


ries in the midſt of a lake encompaſſed with mountains, and 


far removed from the haunts of men. I was lefs amuſed by 


. the marble palaces of Genoa, than by the recent memorials 
of her deliverance (in December 1746) from the Auftrian | 
tyranny ; and T took a military ſurvey of every ſcene of ac. 


tion within the incloſure of her double walls. My fteps 


were detained at Parma and Modena, by the precious relics 
of the Farneſe and Eſte collections: — alas ! the far 


greater part had been already tranſported, by inheritance 0 or 
purchaſe, to Naples and Dreſden. By the road of Bologn 

and the Apennine I at laſt reached Florence, where I repoſed 
from June to September, during the heat of the ſummer 
months. In che Gallery, and eſpecially in the Tribune, 1 
Hrſt acknowledged, at the feet of the Venus of Medieis, 
that the chiſſel may diſpute the pre- eminence with the peneil, 
a truth in the fine arts which cannot on this fide of the Alps 


be felt or underſtood. At home I had taken ſome leſſons of 
Italian: on the ſpot 1 read, with a learned native, the claſ- | 
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the uſe of the French lan ages. prevented my acquiring any 
; facility of ſpeaking 4.and I was a ſilent ſpectatar in the can» 
 Verlatians of our enyoyy, Sir Horace Mann, hoſe moſt ſe- 
rious buligeſs \ $ was. that, of entertaining the, Engliſh at bis 
hoſpitable. table s. After leaving F lorence, I. COmpar! d-th 
 Glitude of Pie with, the jaduſtry of Loses and Leghoms 
and continued my j journey through Sienna to Rome, where 
1 arrived i in. the beginning of October. 4. My. temper, [ls 
not very ſuſceptible of enthuſiaſm; and the enthuſiaſm which 
Ido not feel, I have ever ſcorned to affect. But, at. the dif- 
tance of twenty-five years, I can neither forget nor expreſs 
the ſtrong emotions which, agitated my mind as I firſt ap- 
proached and entered the eternal city. Aſier a. Neeplets | 
night, I trod, with a lofty ſtep, the ruins: of the Forum 
each memorable ſpot where Romulus flood, or Tully ſpoke, 
or Cæſar fell, was at once preſent to my eye ; and ſeveral 
days of intoxication were loſt or enjoyed before I could de- 
ſcend to a cool and minute inveſtigation. My guide was 
Mr. Byers, a Scatch antiquary of experience and taſtez 
but, in the daily labour of eighteen weeks, the powers f 
attention were ſometimes fatigued, till I was myſelf quali- 
fed, in a laſt review, to ſelect and ſtudy the capital works 
of ancient and modern art. Six weeks were borrowed for 
my tour of Naples, the moſt populous of cities, relative to 
its ſize, whoſe luxurious inhabitants ſeem to dwell on the 
confines of paradiſe and hell-fire. I was preſented to the 
boy-king by our new envoy, Sir William Hawilton ; who, 
5 To Fay uy his 88 from the I 20 of 
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enen Florence, 188 97 5 e o EY avec nous. 
Nowk ayoins beaucoup cauſe, mais je ne lui trouve pas le genie au on lui a at- 
tribue, 6ſt. peuttre, \parceque les notres ne ſont pas analogues. _ . 
vois de I extravagance, dans ſes. idẽes, de Paffectation dans ſes manĩẽres. Ilſe 
plaint à tout moment de ſa pauvretẽ. Il connoit peu la veritable dignits Gun 
homme de lettres. $'il'a beaucoup de ſcienoe, elle eſt bornẽe à la phyfique: 
Il m'a demande ſi Lord Spenſer ne pouvoit pas faire des ẽveques, et m'a fait 
un conte de Lord Lyttelton (dont il ne . ſouffrir le fils) ou il ẽtoit queſtion 
des Parlemens de Campagne. 


Gel ene Tealy' is a N 
the extluſive prejudice: of the natives, I Nai admire 


taper: but Verona ſtill boaſts her amphitheatre, and tie na 
tive Vicenza is adorned by the claſſic: architecture 


' * "The uſe of foreign travel has been often As a5 2 ge. 


the education of boys, where or how they may 
fome juvenile) years wich the leaſt miſchief to e or 


| ae Thave no concern. But after ſuppoſing the | provi« 
petent knowledge of men and books, and a freedom from. 
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the caaſt of the Adriatic I trave 
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paintings or che Bologna ſchool. I haſtened to'eſcape from 
the fad ſolitude of Ferrara, which in the age of Cafar wa 
ſill more deſolate. The ſpecta > of Venice afforded "ME 
hours of aſtoniſhment ; the univerlity of Padua is z dying 


; of Pal 
ladio: the road of Lombardy and Piedmont' (did Montef- 
quieu find them without inhabitants ?) Jed me back to Mi 
lan, Turin, and the paſſage of Mount Cenis, a 1 


12031 


againierofſed the Alps" in my way to Lyons. 4 25 N 
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neral queſtion; but the concluſion muſt be finally; a 
to the character and circumftances of each individual. 


* 
% * 
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ous and indiſpenſable requiſites of age, judgment, a com. 


14] 


domeſtic prejudices, I will briefly deſcribe the qualifications 
which I deem moſt eſfential to a traveller. He ſhould be 
endowed With an aQive, indefatigable vigour of mind an 
body, which can ſeize every mode of conveyance, , and 7, | 
port, with u careleſs ſmile, every hardſhip of the road, the 
weather, or the inn. The benefits of foreign travel will 
with the degrees of theſe qualifications” but, 
in 


MY Tirx A0 WEIT os. k 119 
midi Meſh, * thoſe to w dle Aeta 150 tant 14.10 vill not 5 2993) 


tne of Faming in by or err ele, It. was 4 8 


the 1 ef Og 64, as I fat t muſingamigt the rums 
78 Ke while: e bare-footed fryars., were; ſinging 


ſpers rs in the em ple of Jupiter®, that. the. idea of writing ; 


| bh, Alckae a nd fall of the city firſt ſtarted to my mind. But 
my 1 nck plan was circumſcribed to the: decay of the city 


rather n of the empire: aud, though my reading and re- 


gections began to point towards that object, ſome. years 


elapſed, and ſeyeral avocations intervened, before I Was e 

| riouſly' engaged j in the execution of that laborious Work. 

I had not totally 7 renounced the ſouthern; provinces. ; of 
France, but the letters which I found at Lyons were ex- 

preſſive of ſome impatience. Rome and Italy had fatinted 


my curious appetite, and I was now ready to return to. the 


peaceful retreat of my family and books. After a happy 
fortnight I reluctantly left Paris, embarked at Calais, again 
landed at Dover, after an interval of two years and five 
months, and haſtily drove through the ſummer duſt and ſo- 


litude of London. On the 25th of June 1765 I arrived at 


my father's houſe: and the five years and a half between my 


travels and 1 my father's death (1770) are the portion of my 


life which I Paſſed with the leaſt enjoyment, and which I 
remember with the leaſt ſatisfaction. Every ſpcingiI at- 


tended the 88 xvi. and exerciſe of the militia at 
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00 and farm ſtill e e the 7 — appear= 
ance. My connection with Mrs. Gibbon was mellowed 


into a warm 80 ſolid attachment: my growing Feats abo- 
Vor. L. MEE! 1 we 3 1 P < 
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* Now the church of the Zoccolants, or Franciſcan Friars. 8. 
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130, . ME MOTRS OF; , 
the diſtance. that might yet remain ing 
and a fon, and my behaviour ſatisfied my father, who was 
prong of the ſucceſs, however imperfegt in his ow 2 life-time, . 
my literary talents. Our ſolitude was ſoon andd oſten ene 
Dee eee 
verdun,, whole ablence from Lauſanne I had ſincerely la- 
| |. About three years after my firſt departure, he had 
emigrated from his native lake to the banks of the Oder in 
Germauy. The res angu/ta dumi, the waſte of a decent 
patrimony, . by. an improvident father, obliged, him, like. 
many of his countrymen, to confide, in his oπỹn induſtry 3... * 
and he was entruſted with the education of a young prince, 
the grandſon of the Margrave of Schayedt, of the Roya 
Family of Pruſſia. Our friendſhip was neyer cooled, our 
correſpondence was ſometimes interrupted ; but 1 rather 1 
wiſhed than hoped to obtain Mr. Deyverdun for the mpa- 
nion of my Italian tour. An unhappy, though honourable. 
paſſion, drove him from his German court; and the attrac- | 
tions of hope and curioſity were fortified by the expectation 75 
of my ſpeedy. return to England. During four ſucceſſive 
ſummers he paſſed ſeveral weeks or months, at Beriton, and 
our free converſations, on every topic that could intereſt 
y 26 heart or underſtanding, would have reconciled me to 5 
deſert or a priſon. In the winter months of London my 
ſphere of knowledge and action was ſomewhat enlarged, by 
the many new acquaintance which I had contracted. in the 
militia and abroad; and I muſt regret, as more than an ac- 
quaintance, Mr. Godfrey Clarke of Derbyſhire, an amiable 
and worthy young man, who was ſnatched away by an un- 
timely death. A weekly convivial meeting was. eſtabliſhed 
by myſelf and c under the name of the Roman 
Dee nn 
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* #® The members were Lord Mountſtuart (now Earl of Bute), Colonel Ed- 
ainſtone, Weddal, Palgrave, Lord Berkley, Godfrey Clarke, Wr, b 
(Lord Sheffield), Major Ridley, Sir William Guize, Sir John Aubrey, Lord ä 
Abingdon, Hon. Peregrine Bertie, Cleaver, Hon. John Damer, Hon. IDS 
Damer (Lord Milton), Sir Thomas Gaſcoygne, Sir John Hort, N Gibbon. 
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1 Mindirtsrelk by 'the alteration of my ow ele 
ings. " At the age of twwenty- ne I Was, in my proper ü- 
tion of 4 youth, delivered from the yoke of Educktiöh, and” 
delighted'with' the comparative ſtate of liberty and aMucrite. bb 
My filial obedience wib' natural and ealy ; and in the gay 
proſpect of futurity, my ambition did not extend beyond che 
enjoyment of my books, my leiſure, and my patrimonial 
eſtate, undiſturbed by the cares of a family and. the duties 
on. But in the militia I was armed with bo- 
er; in ny-travels, I Was exempt from controul; and as 1 
approached,” as I gradually paſſed my thirtieth year, 1 began 

to feel the deſire of being maſter in my own houſe. The * 
moſt gentle authority will ſometimes frown without reaſon,” 4 
the moſt cheerful ſubmiſſion will ſometimes murmur with= * 
out cauſe: and fuch is the law of our imperfe& nature, that 
wemut either command of obey ; that our perſonal liberty 

is ſupported” by the obſequiouſneſs of our own dependants. . 
While fo many of my acquaintance were married or in par- 
lament, or advancing with a rapid ſtep in the various roads 

of honour and fortune, I ſtood alone, immoveable and in- 
ſgnificant; for after the monthly meeting of 1770, I hac 
even withdrawn myſelf from the militia, by the — p | 
of an empty and barren commiſkon. My temper is not fofs” 
ceptible of envy, and the viety of ſucceſsful” merit has ale 4 
ways excited my warmet applauſe. The miſeries of a va- 
cant life were never known to a man whoſe hours were in- 
ufficient for the inexhauſtible pleaſures of ſtudy.” But 1 
lamented that at the proper age I had not embraced the Tu- 
crative purſuits of the law or of trade, the chances of civil 
ofice or India adventure, or even the fat ſlambers of the 
church; and my repentance became more lively as the loſs 

of time was more irretrievable. Experience ſhewed me the 

uſe of grafting my private conſequence on the importance 

f a great profeſſional body ; the benefits of thoſe-firm con- 
dections which are cemented me _”_ and _ ” grati- 2 
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Habe derived an a at le botvutte, Dare Hor cocle, Th 
Mead of bein ns on Aswan; whe 
in reafed only y ev wick EF Gi ticerely depreca | 
The progtels und "the" Kn —_ of 6 omeſtie difordtts 
aggravated my atixietys,” and 1 began to apprehend that 
might be left in my old age” without the fri its either of H. 
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In the firſt: niet dt dec hilt: Teihbhel 
Bertin the ſociety of my friend Deyverdun, our ly wh 
Verſations expatiated over che field of antient and mode 
"Rtersture; and we freely diſcuſſed my ſtudies, my firſt E. 
toy, and my future projects. The Decline” and Fall of 
Rome I ſtill contemplated at an awful diftanee : 20 but the 
"two hiſtorical deſigns which had balanced my choice were 
| fabmitted to his taſte; and in the parallel between che Re- 
volations of Florence and Switzerland, our common parti- 
ality for a country which was his by birth, and mine by 
adoption, inclined the ſcale i in favour of the latter. Accord- 


ing to the plan, which was ſoon conceived and digeſtec L 


embraced a period of two hundred years, from the aſſociation 
of the three peaſants of the Alps to the plenitude and proſ- 
perity of the Helvetic body in the | fixteenth century, I 


5 ſhould have deſcribed the deliverance and victory of the 


©" Swiſs, who have never ſhed the blood of their tyrattts but h 
a field of battle; the laws and manners of the confederate 
- Nate; the ſplendid trophies of the Auſtrian, Burgund 
and Italian wars; and the wiſdom of a nation, who, after 
ſome ſallies of martial adventure, has been content hong 
{RENE © of x 1 55 wich the ſword of freedom.” n 
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Manus hæc inimica tyrannis 
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Ene petit placidam ſub libertate quietem. 1 Jo 
My 3 as well as my enthuſiaſm, was ſatisfie d wi 


& avi 
" the glorious theme; and the aſſiſtance of Deyverdun ſetmed 


to remove an inſuperable obſtacle. The French or Latin 
memo- 


„ r 


worials, of which 1 marie, min fide 


my friend. with the German 1 
more valuahſe colleQion. . The. moſt neceſ 
procured; he pt af kor my. uſe, the folio volume of 
Schilling, a copious and contempor 
Burgundy 3. we read and marked the moſt intereſting parts 


'X; 


of the great. chronicle of Tiehudi ; and by his labour, or 


that of an inferior affiſtant, large extracts were made from 
the Hiſtory of Lauffer and the Dictionary of Lew: yet 


ſuch was the diſtance and delay, that two years elapſed ĩ in 


ve 3 . 3 and it was late in the third ſummer 


wore ag. ble 
Hiſtory, the Gel N was. — the > A winter in a 


literary ſociety of foreigners in London; and as the * 5 


Was unknown, I liſtened, without obſervation, to the free 


Brees and ee ſentence, of my judges®. . The 
Un ne 5 N Te ; momen- 
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mn have had adden opinion of this work, 


08 TONE * | 1 i 
e ri l. Hume to Mr, Granox. Barn ob * , 
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*my hands; and I have peruſed it with great pleaſure and ſatisſaction. 1 have. 


only, one Objection, derived from the language in which it is written. Why” 


d you, compoſe in French, and carry faggots into the wood, as Horace ſays 
"with regard to Romans who wrote in Greek? 1 grant that you have a like 
motive to thoſe Romans, and adopt a language much more generally diffuſed 
"than your native tongue: but have you not remarked the fate of thoſe tu o an- 


dient languages in following ages? . The Latin, though then leſs celebrated, 
and confined to more narrow limits, has in ſome meaſure outlived the Greek, 


and is now more generally underſtood by men of letters. Let the French, 
therefore, triumph in the preſent diffuſion of their tongue. Our ſolid and in- 
creaſing eſtabliſhments i in America, "where we need leſs dread the inundation 
of Barbarians, promiſe Fe duration to the Engliſh lan- 
e, | 

Voor uſe of the French tongue has allo led jou into a Ayle more pdetical 
e eee 5 N than eee Feat i: admit 
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. ns loſs of a'flight 
and ſuperficial eſſay; for ſuck the work - muſt have been in 
the bands of a' ſtranger, uninformed by the ſcholars” and 
-ſtateſmeb, and remote from the libraries and archives of 
-the Swiſs repuhlics. My antient habits, and the preſenee 
f Deyverdun, encouraged me to write in French for the 
-continent of Europe; but I was confeious myſelf that my 
Lyle, above proſe and below poetry, degenerated into a ver- 
boſe. and turgid declamation. Perhaps I may impute the 
failure to the-injudjcious choice of a foreign language. Per- 


ſuſtain the vigour and dignity of an important narrative. 
But if France, ſo rich in literary merit, had produced a 
(great original hiſtorian, his genius would have formed: and 


* 1. 33x 2% i 


of in hiſtorical 8 63 e | 
_ ticularly the more recent ones, who illuminate their pictures more tban cui 


tom will permit us. On the whole, your Hiſtory, in my opinion, is written 
wid ſpirit and judgment; and I exhort you very, earneſtly to continue it. 


he objeRions that occurred to me on reading it, were ſo frivolbus, that I 
Hall not trouble. you with them, and. hows, I ive Waun? | 


Wen. how, wn „eee. (5d: et d 
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| Heneleted — 0 hn. Urea Stell Place the int 
or firſt book, in forty-three pages folio, written in a very ſmall hand, beßdes 
a: conſiderable number of notes. If Mr. Gibbon had not declared his judgment, 
perhaps Mr. Hume's opinion, expreſſed: i in the- letter in the laſt note; _ 
Ne! Juſtified the publication of it. 8. 


was ratified by — ere 1 delivered my mp. 


"haps I may ſuſpect that the language itſelf is ill adapted to 
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le was-in-ſearch of -ſome liberal and lucrati ve employment 
that my friend Deyverdun had viſited England. {His remit- 
tances from home were ſcanty and precarious. My purſe 
was always open, but it was often empty; and I bitterly | 


felt the want of riches: and power, which might have ena- 


bled me to correct the errors of his fortune. His-wiſties 
and qualifications ſolicited the ftation of the travelling go- 
vernor of ſome wealthy pupil; but every vacancy provoked 
ſo many eager candidates, that for a long time I ſtruggled 
without ſueceſs; nor was it till after much application» that 
could even place him as a clerk in the office of the ſecre- 
tary of ſtate. In a reſidence of ſeveral years he never ac» 
quired the juſt pronunciation and familiar uſe of the Engliſh 
tongue, but he read our moſt difficult authors with eaſe and 
taſte : his critical knowledge of our fanguage and poetry 
was ſuch as few foreigners have poſſeſſed ; and few of our 
Een could enjoy the theatre of Shakeſpeare and Gar- 
rick with more exquiſite feeling and diſcernment, The 
conſciouſneſs of his own ſtrength, and the aſſurance of my 
aid, emboldened him to imitate the example of Dr. pe 


whoſe Fournal Britannique was eſteemed and regretted ; and 
to improve his model, by uniting with the tranſactions of 


literature. a philoſophic view of the arts and manners of the 
Britiſh nation. Our Journal for the year 1767, under the 
title of Memoires Literaires de la Grand Bretagne, was 
ſoon finiſhed and ſent to the preſs. For the firſt article, 
Lord Lyttelton's Hiſtory of Henry II. I muſt own myſelf 
reſponſible ; but the public has ratified my judgment of that 
voluminous work, in which ſenſe and learning are not il- 
luminated'by a ray of genius. The next ſpecimen was the 
choice of my friend, the Bath Guide, a light and whimſical 


performance, of local, and even verbal, pleaſantry. iS ſtart⸗ 


ed at the attempt: he ſmiled at my fears: his courage was 
juſtified dy ſucceſs ; and a maſter of —_ 1 will ap⸗ 
plaud 


| N rau 'R tr 1 
15 — the einde eee 3 
m verſe. It is not my wiſh to den hom was in- 
ese een e alt. 
3 but float boy; er than 
| on be im W e the . 
2 cation 
of ideas had caſt our ſentiments and ſtyle in the fanie mould, 
, In our ſocial labours e compoſed and corrected. by. turns; 
E zand the praiſe which F. 'wiglit honeſtly beſtow, w | 
perhaps on ſome article or paſſage moſt properly my © 
A ſecond volume (for the year 1768) was publiſhed" of ke 
Memoirs. I will preſume to fay, that their merit was ſope⸗ 
Tior to their reputation but it is not leſs true, that they 
were productive of more reputation than emolument. They 
| introduced my friend to the protection, and myſelf to the 
Acquaititances. of the Earl of Cheſterfield, whole age and 
Anfirmities ſecluded him from the world; and f Mr. David 
Humez who was under-ſecretary to the oh ce in which Dey- 
verdun was more humbly employed. The former accepted 
n dedication, (April 12th, 1769,) and reſerved the 2ithor 
for the future education of his ſucceſſor ; the latter enriched 
che Journal with a reply to Mr. Walpole's Hiſtorical: Doubis, 
{Which he afterwards ſhaped into the form of a note. The 
materials of, the third volume were almoſt: completed, 
When I recommended Deyverdun as governor to dir N- 
cCœhard Worſley, a youth, the ſon of my old Lieutenant 
lonel, who was lately deceaſed; They ſet forwards on thtir 
travels; nor did they return to N ſame n 
13 father's death. v4 bots £646 GAG YT; 30 113908 
My next publication was an . ſally ol n 
reſentment :; f my reverence for modeſt genius, and my 
averſion for. inſolent pedantey. The, ſixth bock of the 
Eneid is the moſt pleaſing and perfect compoſition af. Latin 
b poetry. The deſdent of Eneas and the . to the in- 
erna! regions, to the World of e ex an awful 
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lame and impotent concluſion has been variouſly imputed to 
the taſte or irreligion of Virgil; but, according to the more 
elahorate interpretation of Biſhop ee the deſcent to 


hell is nat a falſe; but a mimic ſcene; which repreſents the 


initiation of Æneas, in the character of whole; to tlie 


Heuſinian myſteries... This hypotheſis, a ſingular chapter 
in the Divine Legation of Mofes, had been admitted by 


many as true; it was praiſed by all as ingenuous; nor had 
it been expoſed, in a ſpace of thirty years, to a fair and vri- 


ical diſcuſſion. The learning and the abilities of the au- 


thor had raiſed him to a juſt eminence; but he reigned che 
dlictator and tyrant of the world of literature. The real 
merit of Warburton was degraded by the pride and pre- 
ſumption: with which he pronounced his infallible decrees ; 


in his polemic writings he laſhed his antagoniſts without 
merey or moderation; and his ſervile flatterers, ( ſee the baſe 
and malignant Eſſay on the Delicacyof Friendſhip,): exalting 
the maſter critic far above Ariſtotle and Longinus, aſſaulted 


and to adore the idol. In a land of liberty, ſuch deſpotiſm 
18 | muſt 
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ſeems to pot eee . 
reader in a ſtate of cold and anxious ſcepticiſm. This moſt 


: ba '2 5 | o £24 as Data 8 
„„ ii 0 or impartial. A Inte prese f Gil, 
(Dr. Lowth,) in a pointed and poliſhed epiſtle, (Auguſt 
1 31ſt, 1765, ) defended himſelf, and attacked the Biſnoß; 
| | / | and, whatſoever: might be the merits of an inſigniſteant 
nl _ controverſy, his victory was clearly eflabliſhed by tho ſilent 
confuſion of Warburton and his ſlaves. F too, without 
any private offence, was ambitious of breaking a lande 
| againſt the giant's ſhield; ; and in the beginning of che year 
17%, my Critical C Obſervations on the Sixth Book of 'the 
_ZEneid were ſent, 3 my name, to the pteſs. In this 
ſnort Effay, my firſt Engliſh publication, I aimed my 
ſtrokes againſt the perſon and the hypotheſis of Biſnop War- 
burton. I proved, at leaſt to my on ſatisfaction, hat the 
antient lawgivers did not invent the myſteries, and that 
Eneas was never inveſted with the oſſice of lawgiver: that 
there is not any argument, any circumſtance, which can 
melt a fable into allegory, or remove the ſeene from the 
Eake Avernus to the Temple of Ceres: that ſuch a wilt 
ſuppoſition is equally injurious to the poet and the man: 
that i Virgil was not initiated he could not if ml 
would not, reveal the ſeerets of the initiation: that the 
anathema of Horace (vetabo qui Cereris fervent: vulgarit, 
c.) at once atteſts his own ignorance and the innocence of 
his friend. As the Biſhop of Glouceſter and his party 
' _ maintained a diſcreet ſilence, my critical diſquifition Was 
ſoon loſt among the pamphlets of the day; but the public 
goldneſs was overbalanced to my feelings by the weighty 
approbation of the laſt and beſt editor of Virgil, Profeſſor 
Heyne of Gottingen, who acquieſces in my confutation, 
and ſtiles the unknown author, doctus et elegantifſimus 
5 Britannus. But I cannot reſiſt the temptation of tranſerib- 
ing the favourable judgment of Mr. Hayley, himſelf a"pvet 
and a ſeholar: & An intricate hypotheſis, twiſted into a long 
and labottred chatn of quoration and argument, the Diſſer- 
ration on the Sixth Book of Virgil, remained ſome time 
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4 literaturen completely oerturnecb this ill - ſounded edifice, 
« and expaſed the arrogance! and futility off ĩts aſſuminꝑ ar- 
« chitect. He even condeſcends to juſtify an acrimony of 


ſtyle, which had been gently blamed hy the more unbiaſſed 


German 3 Paulle acrius quam velis = penſininxit xn 
But I cannot forgive myſelf the contemptuous treatment of 
a man who, with all his faults, was entitled to my eſteem + ; 
and I can leſs forgive, in a perſonal "_ the rere 
concealment of my name and character. e 
In the fiſteen yeats between my Eſſay on * de of Ei. 
terature and the firſt volume of the Decline and Fall, (761 


1770, chis etiticiſm on Warburton, and ſome articles in 


the Journal, ere my ſole publications. It is more eſpecialty 
incumbent on me to mark the employment, or to confeſs the 


vaſte of time, from my travels to my father's death, an in- 


terval in which IL Was not diverted by any profeſſional duties 
from the labours and pleaſures of a ſtudious life. 1. As 
revolutions, (4768), I began gradually to advanee from the 
wiſl to the hope, from the hope to the deſign, from che de- 
ſign to the execution, of my hiſtorical work, of whoſe li- 
mits and extent I had yet a very inadequate notion. The 
Claſhics, as low as Tacitus, the younger Pliny, and Juvenal, 


were my old and familiar companions. 1 inſenſibly plunged | 


" W e 2 the Au e n ; and in the deſcend 
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* "The — of the Warburtonian * br. Pare. 6 . 
the allegorical interpretation & 2g completely refuted in a moſt clear, ele- 


«pant, and deciſive work of criticiſm; which could not, indeed, derive au- | 


** thority ſrom the e e nme with 
c propriety have been, affixed.” om t44; Ti 


1 The Divine Legation of Moſes is a monument, eee 


duſty of the vigour and. weakneſs, of the human mind. If Warburton's. new | 
argument proved any thing, it would be a demonſtration againſt the legiſlator, ' 


who left tils people without the knowledge of a future ſtate. But ſome epi 
ſodes of the work, on the Greek philoſophy, the kieroglyphics of Egypt, kcc. 
ae entitled to the praiſe of learning, imagination, _ diſcernment. . 


ing A en . 1 * in 
hand, che original, records, boch. Greek, l | 
Dion Caſſius  to.;Ammijanus.. Marcellinus, from the xeign | 
of. Ben oi lat Fj the," Matters Coli ov ING 
and. e ogy were . on their, \ppoper-- "object | 
and I. applied the. collections of Tillemont, whole, inimi- 
table accuracy almoſt aſſumes the ch of genius, o 
| fix, and arrange within my reach the looſe and ſe ttered 
atoms of hiſtorical. information. Throug} the darkneſs of 
the middle ages I explored my way. in the Annals and An- 
tiquities of Italy of the learned Muratori ; and diligentiy 
compared them with the parallel or tranſverſe lines of Sigo- 
vius and Maffei, Baronius and Pagi, till. IJ almoſt graſped 
the xuins of Rome in the fourteenth.century,. without ſuſ- 
pecting that this final chapter muſt. be attained by the la- 
Hour of ſix quartos and twenty years. Among the en 
. which I-purchaſed, the Theodocian Code, with: che ge | 
2 mentary. of James Godefroy, muſt be gratefully nome 
bered, I uſed it (and much I uſed it) as a work of hi 
or, rather than of juriſprudence: but, i in every. light E 
- it may be conſidered as a full and Ws Anon 
the political ſtate of the empire in the fourth and fifth en- 
A tuxies. As I believed, and as I till believe, that the: pro- 
- pagation. of the Goſpel, and the triumph of the church, 
are inſeparabl y connected with the decline of the Roman 
; monarchy, 1 weighed the cauſes and effects of the reyolu- 
tion, and contraſted the narratives and apologies. of, the 
„Qbriſtians themſelves, with the glances. of candour or en- 
-mity.which the Pagans have caſt on the riſing ſects.. The 
_;Jewiſh, and, Heathen, teſtimonies, as they are collectediand 
illuſtrated by Dr. Lardner, directed, without ſuperſeding- 
amy ſcarch pf the originals; and in an ample diſſertation on 
= the; miraculous; darknels of the paſſion, I privately: drew 
2 > My:Fpncluſians from the ſilenge of an unbelieving age: I 
| Share: pllembled, the preparatory. ſtudies, directly oro indi- 
. lectlyc relative .to l hiſtory 3). but in * hun 4 ; 


4 rigatoiide , 


- » 


ut be grad bey 
fümtnefs 7% and "2772 2) that” elapſeck berweerr my RE 
ther's death and my ſettlemeft in Lofdom. 2. In 4 fler 


converfattön with books" and mer, r woüid be endidfs to 


enumerate the natties and characters of all ho art intro- 
duced to dur acqualhtance: but in tts general accquain- 
tance we tnay ſelect the degrees of friendſhip" ant eſtetii. 


According to the wiſe maxim, Multum legire potius quim 


ta, I reviewed, again in and again, the immortal wotks 
of the French and Engliſh; the Latin and Italian claſſics. 
My Greek ſtudies ( though leſs affiduous than I deſigned) 
maintained and extended my knowledge of that incompa- 
able idiom. Homer and Xenophon were ſtill my favou- 


nite authors; and 1 had almoſt prepared for the preſs an 50 


Eſſay on the Cyropeedia, which, in my own judgment, is 


not unhappily laboured. After a certain age, the hew pub- 


lications of merit are the ſole food of the many; and the 
moſt auſtere ſtudent will be often tempted to break the 
ne, for the ſake of indulging his own curioſity, and of 

providing the topics of faſhionable currency. A more 


reſpectable motive may be aſſigned for the third peruſal of 
Black Roser Commentaries, and « copious and eritief 5. 


ſtract of that Engliſh work was my firſt ſerious production 
in my native language. 3. My literary leiſure was much 
less complete and independent than it might appear to the 
eye of a ſtranger. In the hurry of London I was deſtitute 


of books; in the ſolitude of Hampſhire I was not maſter f 
my time. My quiet was gradually diſturbed dy our do- 


meſtic anxiety, and T ſhould be aſhamed of my unfeeling 
philoſophy, bad I found much time or taſte for ſtudy in che 
laſt fatal Funimer (1779) « of N e oy: and Gifſolu- 
Gen. 4120 18 Dish 

n — of dee militzs at th dite ef che War 


(4/63) bad reſtored che Mazor (a new Cincinmatus) to a 


life of agrieulture. His labours were uſeful, his pleaſutes 
1 bis Weer. moderate 3 7 and d ay father f. art 
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But the laſt indi ſpenfibte” condition, the freede 5 
debt, was wanting to my Father's felicity ; and TP a re” : 
ties b his youth' were ſeverely puniſhed by the ſolicitude 
and forrow of his declining age. The firſt mortgage, on © 
my return from Laufanne, ( 17 58, had afforded bien a 
partial and tranſient” relief. The annual demand of inte- 
reſt and allowance was a heavy deduction from his income; 
the militia was a ſource of expence, the farm in his bands 
was not a profitable adventure, he was loaded with e 
coſts and damages of an obſolete law. ſuit ; and each — 


5 multiplied the number, and exhauſted” the patience, of His 
creditors, Under theſe painful cireumſtances, I conſented 


to an additional mortgage, to the ſale of Putney, and to 


every ſacrifice that could alleviate bis diſtreſs, ' But he was 0 


no longer capable of a rational effort, and his reluctant 
delays poſtponed not the evils themſelves, but the remedies” 
of thoſe evils (remedia malorum potius quam mala di ;fferebat. . * 
The pangs of ſhame, tenderneſs, and ſeIf-teproach, inceſ- 


ſantly preyed on his vitals; his conſtitution was broken; an" 


he loſt his ftrength and' his - fight; the rapid progreſs of Is 
is end, and he funk into the 


grave on the roth of Novetaber 1770, in the fixty-folrth 


year” of his age. A fammily-tradition infinuates that Mr. 


Willa Law had #rawn his pupil in the Tight and ien. 
ſtant character of Flatus, who is ever confident, and oe. 


diſa en i n the chace of , But theſe confti- 


| | * Fl af; ones Ts» 34> Ft 1 $4595 tt ution al AM 
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Sale e led een bleſt is he, nt oo er 
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eee once confeſs*d his father's toll. Francis. 
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dreſs, haſh manners, me — ee 2 
commended him to the favonr of every compatiy; | 

in the change of times and opinions, his liberal 1 
had long ſinoe delivered him from the zeal and preju- 
dice of a Tory education. I ſubmitted to the order of , 
Natus y and my grief was ſoothed by the conſcious: 
barsfaction tiny: I. had ure all the duties of al. 
piety. 

As foon as I bad LOR the laſt W FOE to my. 
father, and obtained, from time and reaſon, a tolerable - | 
compoſure of mind, I began to form the plan of an inde- 
pendent life, moſt adapted to my circumſtances and in- ; 
3 Vet ſo intricate was the net, my efforts were 

6 eee and feeble, that nearly two years (Novem- 5 

ber 1750 October 1772) were ſuffered to elapſe be- 
fore I could diſentangle myſelf from the management of the 
farm, and transfer my reſidence from Beriton to a houſe in 
London. During this interval I continued to divide my _ 
year between town and the country; but my new ſituatien 
was brightened by hope ; my ſtay in London was prolonged |. 
into the ſummer ; and the uniformity of the ſummer was o- 
calionally broken by viſits and excurſions at a diſtance 
from home. be gratification. of my deſires (they were 
not immoderate) has been ſeldom. diſappointed by the want 
of money or credit ; my pride was never. inſulted by the 
viſit, of an importunate tradeſman ; and my tranſient __ 
anxiety for the paſt or future has been difpelled by the 
ſtudious or ſocial occupation of the preſerit hour. My con- 
ſeience does not accuſe we of any act of extravagance . 
injuſtioe, and the remnant of my eſtate affords an ample 
and honourable proviſion for my declining age. I ſhall net 
expatiate on my cæconomical affairs, which cannot be in- 
| ſtructive or amuſing to the reader. It is a rule of prudence, 
; as well as of politeneſs, to reſerve ſuch confidence for the 
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hatred; and pity borders tod nearly on contempt." | 
may belirve, and - eve aſſert, that in (circumſtances 1 


indigent or more wealthy, I ſhould never have ace ü 


the taſk, or acquired the fame, of an biſtorian; that ny 
ſpirit: would have been broken by poverty and Coriterpt, 

and that my induſtry might have been men the labour 
and luxury of a fuperfluous' Gries. nn He 2+ 15 A 405 
IA hat now attained Wis g r rah bia indepen 
» dence: I was the abſolute maſter of my hours and actions: 
nor was I deceived in the hope chat the eſtabliſhment of 
my library in town would allow me to divide the day 
between ſtody and ſociety. Each year the citele of my 
acquaintance, the nuinber of my dead and living conipanions, 
was enlarged. To a lover of books, the thops' and fales'of 
London preſent irreſiſtible temptations; and the manufacture 
of my hiſtory tequired a various and growing ſtock of . 
terials. | The militia, my travels, the Houſe of Commons 
the fame of an author, contributed to multiply my connec- 


tions: I was choſen a member of the. faſhionable ubs; 
and; before I left England in 1783, there were few per⸗ 
ſons of any eminence in the literary or political world to 


whom I was a ftranger®.” It would moſt” aſſaredly be in 
my power to amuſe the reader with a gallery of portraits 
and a collection of anecdotes, But 1 have always oondemn- 


__ ed the practice of ty ling 2 private memorial into 2” 
vehicle of ſatire or praiſe.” ba. ** own n choice 1 afſed in” 
. 142 1 e tom 
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C From the. 88 tin rs. White's, n 
Brookes's, I muſt honourably diſtiaguiſh a weekly fociety, which was-/infti-. 
* tuted in the year 1764, and which ſtill continues to flouriſh, under the title 

the Literary Club. "(Hawkins s Life of Johtiſon, p. 415. Boſwell's Tour to the 
Hebrides, p. 97) The names of Dr. Johnſon, Mr. Burke, Mr. Topham Beav- © 


+ 


clerc, Mr. Garrick, Dr. Goldſmith, Sir Joſhua Reynolds, Mr. Colman, Sir WII. 


liam Jones, Dr. Percy, Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Adam Smith, Mr. Stee- 
vens, Mr. Dunning, Sir Joſeph Banks, Dr. Warton, and his brother Mr. Tho- 
es api Dr. Burney, ey: ha EA: 1 Bri- 


o 


i 3 a without expoſing ' one kae w. i 
che enby or pity vf ſtrangers; for envy id productive of 
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town. che g greate and of FR" „but whenevts: Twas 
deſirous of breathing the ur of che cbuntry 12 5 2 

hoſpipable, retreat. at. Stigheld-place it Suffer; im the mn 
of my valuable friend Mt. Hoe, whoſe'eharattes, under 


the name of. Lord Sheffield, has fince been-rhore-conſpicyos 
to the public... Fre fs 1h ihe) ST 59” 11057 ” 46 > STET" 5" 
No ſooner. was I fertled//in thy! houſe and Want, tha * 


nder | the: campoſtion of rhe Kft lune r m Ff. ; 
tory: At the outlet all n dark and doubtfulz enen the 

title of the work, the true ra of the Decline and Fall of 

the Empire, the limits of the introduction, the diuiſion of 

the chapters, and the order of the narrative; and I was often 

tempted to caſt away the labour of ſeven years: The' itye: 

of an. author. mould be che image of his mind, but the: 

choice and command of language is the fruit of exerciſe. : 7 
Many experiments were made before I could hit che middle | 
tone between a dull chronicle and a rhetorical declamation: 
three times did 1 compoſe the Aft chapter, and twice the 
ſecond and third, before I was tolerably fatisfied with their 
effect. Tn che remainder of the vay 1 advanced with a 1 
more equal and ealy pace ; but, the 8 and ſixteenth mm 
chapters. have. been reduced by three ſucceffive revilals, Rom _ 
a lathe. volame to their preſent ſize ; and they might ſtill be ; 
compreſſed, without any lols of facts or ſentiments... An op 
polite fault may be imputed to the conciſe. and ſuperficial - 
narrative 'of the firft | reigns from Commodus to Alexander ; . 
a fault of which I have e heard, except from Mr. Hume 
in his laßt journey to London. Such an oracle might hae 
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dern conſulted and obeyed with rational devotion; but I 
f was ſoon diſguſted with the modeſt practice of reading the 
1 2 — Ot ſuch friends ſome will prajſe = 
1 , and ſome wilt eriticife from varfty. . 0 
b author Riche is the beſt Judge 0 his, « own. . 
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of the memorable conteſt between Great, Britain 

and America, and ſupported, with many a ſincere and filent 

vote, the rights, though not, perhaps, the intereſt, of the 

mother country. Aſter a fleeting illuſive hope, prudence 
condemned me to acquieſce in the humble ſtation of a mute. 


7 Conant own an eee * W 


energy of mind and voice. e 
Vincentem frrepitus, et natum rebus . 


Tdh v was fortified by pride, and even the ſucceſs of my 
pen diſcouraged the. trial of my voice *. But I aſſiſted at 


the debates of a free aſſembly; I liſtened to the attack and 


defence of eloquence and reaſon; I had a near proſpect of 
the characters, views, and paſſions of the firſt men of the 
age. The, cauſe of government was ably vindicated by 
Lerd North, a ſtateſman of ſpotleſs integrity, a conſum- 
mate maſter of debate, who could wield, with equal dexte- 
rity, the arms of reaſon and of ridicule. , He was, ſeated on 
the Treaſury- bench between his Attorney and Solicitor Ge- 
neral, the two pillars of the law and ſtate, magis pares quam 
ſimiles; and the miniſter might indulge in a ſhort lumber, 
whilſt be. was upholden on either hand by the majeſtic; ſenſe 
of .Thurkew, and the ſkilful eloquence of Wedgderburne. 
From the adverſe fide of the houſe an ardent and powerful 


oppoſition was ſupported, - by the lively declamation, of 


Barri, the legal acuteneſs of Dunning, the profuſe and pbi- | 


ernte 2 85 e and che ee "Y eme! 


"+: 


7 TY HANS Mr. Gibbon's Life, 1 himſelf, probably 
the uſe of ſome foreign journaliſt or tranſlator, contains no fact not'montion- 


ed in his Engliſh Life, He there. deſcribes himſelf with his uſual , candovr. 


Depuis hujt ans il a aſſiſt aun deliberations les plus importantes, mais il ne 
belt jamais trouvs Je courage, ni ſe talent, de parler dans une aſſemblẽe publi- 


que. This ſketch was written before the publication of his three laſt volumes, 


as in cloſing it he ſays of his Hiſtory : Cette entrepriſe lui demanile encore 
plußeurs anntes d'une application ſoutenue; mais quelqu'en ſoit le ſuccts, 


( et toujours, . 
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Mr LIFE AND WRITINGS. % 
roved himſelf 
nice of an empire. By ſuch men every 


equal to the e 


operation of peace and war, every principle of juſtice or 
poliey, every queſtion of authority and freedom 1 was at- 


tacked and defended ; and the ſubject of the n | 
teſt was the union or ſeparation of Great Britain and Ame- 
rica Phe eight feffions- that I ſat in parliament were a 
ſchool of civil eee firſt and moſt eee | 
of an hiſtorian. 1 

The volume r my der, \ which had blew Gent 
delayed by the novelty and tumult of a firſt ſeſion, was flow 
ready for the preſs. After the perilous adventure had been 
declined by my friend Mr. Elmſly, I agreed, upon eaſy 
terms," with Mr. Thomas Cadell, a reſpectable ' bookſeller, 
and Mr. William Strahan, an eminent printer; and they 
undertook the care and riſſt of the publication, which deri p- 
ed more credit from the name of the ſnop than from that of 1 
the author. The laſt reviſal of: the proofs was ſubmĩtted to 
my vigilance; and many blemiſhes of ſtyle, which had 
deen inyiſible in the manuſcript, were diſcovered and cor- 
rected in the printed ſheet. So moderate were our hopes, 
that the original impreſſion had been ſtinted to five hundred, 
till che number was doubled by the prophetic taſte of Mr. 
Strahan. * During this awful interval I was neither elated by 
the ailibition! of fame, nor depreſſed by the apprehenſion of 
contempt. - My diligence and accuracy were atteſted-by 
my own conſcience. © Hiſtory is the moſt popular ſpecies of 
writing, ſince it can adapt itſelf to the higheſt or the loweſt 
capacity. I had choſen an illuſtrious ſubjeR. Rome is 
familiar to the ſchool-boy and the ſtateſman z and my narra- 
tive was deduced from the laſt period of claſſical reading. 1 
had likewiſe flattered myſelf, that an age of light and liberty 


- would receive, without ſcandal, an inquiry into the huwen 
_ of the progreſs and eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity. 


I Lam at a loſs: how to deſcribe the ſucceſs of the work, 
— betraying the vanity of the writer. The firſt im- 
-preflion was exhauſted in a few days; a ſecond and third 

1 edition 


W 1 — hiſtorian was crowned by the gafte- er E 
of the d ay 5 N „ was, the, general voice diſturbedt By the 
barking of any Srefone critie. Tha fancur of mankind is 3 


molt freely beſtowed on a new An 
nal merit; and the mutual ſurprize. —— and; theit 
favourite is productive of thoſe warm ſenſibilities; which at 


a ſecond meeting can no longer be rekindled. , 11 ant 


| the approbation of my Judges. Ids 2 of Dr. Ro. 
bertſon embraced his diſciple... A letter from. Mr. Hume 

overpaid the labour of ten years; but I have never pre- 

| eee 


That curious and original letter will "amuſe the reucer, 
— his gratitude ſhould Wield _ ber vmithletion frm 


8 vanity. 
. 4 i ile 
3 4 Drau Sin, | je 3 
a ran through your volume of biſtory with great 
Hvidity nel impamence, I cannot forbear" diſcovering ſome- 
What of the ſame impatience in returning you thanks for 
your agreeable preſent, and expreſſing the fatigfhtion-which 
the performance has given me. Whether I oonſider the 
dignity of your ſtyle, the depth of your matter, or the en- 
tenſiveneſs of wur learning, 1 muſt regard the work us 
_ equally the object of eſteem; and Town what if I had not 
previouſly had the happineſs of your perſonal àcquaintaner, 
fuck a performance from an Enyliſtiman in our age would 
| have given me ſome furprize. You may ſmite at this ſenti- 
ment; but as it ſeems to me that your cbuntrymen, for al- 
moſt a whole generation, have given themſelves up tö bit- 


barous and abſurd faction, and have totally neglected all po- 


Ute letters, I no longer expected any valuable :produRtion 
| Ever to come from them, I know it will give-you' pleaſure 
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extricate yourſe}f from the ſubhecæ of your two 1 chapters, 


I think-you have obſerved a very prudent temperament z but 


it was impoſſible 0 welt the ſubject ſo as not to give grounds 
of ſulpician g and you may expect that a clamour 
will ariſe. This, if anything,” will retard your ſucceſs with 
the public; for in every other reſpect your work is calcula- 


ted to be popular. But among many other marks of de- | 


clins, the prevalence of ſuperſtition in England 


cates the fall of philoſophy and decay of taſte; and touch 
nobody be more- RIO yorr'to revive Eau r Wl 


probably find a ſtruggle in your firſt advances, 
I ſee you entertain a great doubt with regard to the au- 
thenticity of the poems of Oſſian. You are certainly right 


in ſo doing, It is indeed ſtrange that any men of ſenſe could 
have imagined jt poſſible, that above twenty thouſand verſes, 


along with numberleſs hiſtorical fats, could have been pre- 


ſerved. by oral tradition during fifty generations, by the 
rudeſt, perhaps, of all the European nations, the moſt ne- 


ceſſi tous, the moſt turbulent, and the moſt unſettled. Where | 


2 ſuppoſition is ſo contrary to common ſenſs, any poſitive 
je of -it ought never to be regarded, Men run with 
great avidity to give their evidence in favour of what flat- 


ters their paſſions and their national prejudices,  'You are 
therefore over and above i . aps eating of : 


matter with heſitation. 

I muſt inform ene es eee es: ear 
that; you have fully collected the materials for your ſecond 
volume, and that you are even confiderably advanced in 
the compoſition of it. I ſpeak this more in the name of 
my friends than in my own; as T cannot expect to live fo 


long as to ſee the · publication of it, Your enſuing volume 
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ſeeing: Mr. Hume in his paſſage through London; his body 
feeble, his mind firm. On the 25th of Auguſt, of the ſame 


year (1776) he died, at Edinburgh, the death of a phi 
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; oY 90534 ae to paris was determined by na. 
ſing invitation of M. and Madame. Necker, who had viſit- 
ed England in the preceding ſummer. On my arrival! 
found M. Necker Director- general of the finances, in the 
irſt bloom of power and popularity. His private ſostune 
enabled him to ſupport a liberal eſtabliſhment ; and his wife, 

. whoſe talents and virtues I had long admired, was admirably 
qualified to preſide in the | converſation. of her table: and 
drawing-room. As their friend, I was introduced, to the 

| beſt company of both ſexes; to the foreign miniſters of all 
nations, and to the firſt names and characters of France; 
who diſtinguiſhed me by ſuch marks of civility. and kind- 
neſs, as gratitude will not ſuffer me to forget, and modeſty 
will not allow me to enumerate... The faſhionable ſuppers 
often broke into the morning hours; yet I occaſionally con- 
ſulted the Royal Library, and that of the Abbey of St. 
Germain, and in the free uſe of their books at home, I had 


ou reaſon to praiſe the *. of thoſe inſtitutions. 
| | I be 
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The fociety of men af letters] neither colirted nor declined; 
but I was happy in the ace nce of M. de Buffon, who 


united with à ſublime genius the moſt amiable-ſimplicity f 
mind and manners. At the table of my old friend, M. de 


Foncemagne, I was involved i in a difpute with the Abbe de 


Mably ; and his jealous iraſcible ſpirit revenged- itfelf on 


work which he was incapable of reading in the original. 


"AST might be partial in my own cauſe, I ſhall tranſcribe 


the words 'of an unknown critic, obſerving only, that this 


diſpute had been preceded by another on the Engliſh conſti- | 
tution, at the houſe of the ounteſs de F roulay,, an nd Jan a 


ſeniſt lady, 

Vous Etiez chez M. de Foncemagne, a Theo- 
4 don, le jour que M. l Abbẽ de Mably et M. Gibbon y di- 
« nerent en grande compagnie. La converſation roula preſ- 
« que entièrement fur Phiftoire, L' Abbẽ etant un profond 
politique, la tourna ſur Padminiftration, quand un fut au 
« deſert: et comme par caractère, par humeur, par Phabi- 


< tude 'Padmirer Tite Live, il ne priſe que le ſyſtẽme re- | 
L publicain, il ſe mit à vanter excellence des republiques: : 
* bien perſuade que le ſavant Anglois Papprouveroit en tout, 
et 'admireroit la profondeur de genie qui avoit fait deviner 


« tous ces avantages 3 un Francois. Mais M. Gibbon, 


« inſtruit par Vexperience des inconveniens dun gouverne- 


ment populaire, ne fut point du tout de ſon avis, et il prit 


< peEnereuſement-la defenſe du gouvernement monarchique. 
L' Abbé voulut le convainere par Tite Live, et par quel- 


<« ques argumens tirEs de Plutarque en faveur des Spartiates. 


„M. Gibbon, doue de la memoire la plus heureuſe, et 


« ayant tous les faits preſens à la penſce, domina bien · tot 
ja converſation; l' Abbẽ ſe facha, ils s*emporta, il dit des 
choſes dures; l' Anglois, conſervant le phlegme de ſon 


« pays, prenoit ſes avantages, et preſſoit P Abbe avec d'au- 
« tant plus de ſucces que la colere le troubloit de plus en 


plus. La converſation s echauffoit, et M. de Foncemagne 
* *H rompit en ſe levant de et en paſſant dans le 
N * falon, 
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. e Ys lat tente de 14 chriduer?®” Sugar 
Th Man eri PHiſtare, P. 12 Pr TI me 
2 25 io, years! "had elapſed between the publicationof 
. my firſt nd'the commencement of 'my ſecond voliime zi and 
the. eauſes m be af6gred of this log delay. 1:"Aﬀer 4 
| thort holiday, I indulged my curioſity in ſame ſtudies of a 
very different” nature, a courſe of anatomy, which Was de- | 
monſtrated by DoRor Hunter; and ſome lefſans of ehywil- 
try, which were delivered by Mr, Higgins, The princh, 
KAR theſe ſciences, and a taſte for books of natural biſ, 
tory, contributed to mukiply my ideas and i ages z and the 
anatomiſt and chymiſt may ſometimes track me in their own 
ſnow. 2. I dived, perhaps tos deeply, into the mud of the 
Arian controverſy ; and many days of reading, thinking 
and writing were conſumed in the purſuit of a phantom, 
3 Iz is difficult to arrange, with order and perſpicuity, the 
various tranſactions of the age of Conſtantine; and ſo 
much was I diſpleaſed with the art eſſay, that J committed 
to. the flames above fifty ſheets, 4. The fix months of 
Paris and pleaſure muſt be deducted from the account. + But 
when I reſumed my taſk I felt my improvement; Twa 
Now maſter of my ſtyle and ſubject, and while the mea» 


ve, of m daily poriarngncy: was: Wag, by dif, 
pr: "FRY 0 writings of the Abbe de Aan. (fee l kp by 
ah Abds Bejzard,)/ the. Principes du doit public ds "Europe, and the firſt part 
: af the, Obſervations fur Þ Bifoire de Frame, may be deſervedly praiſed; and even 
the Maniere d ecrire I Hiſteire contains ſeveral uſeful precepts and judicious te- 
marks. Mably was a lover of virtue and freedom ; but his virtue was auſtere, 
and "his freedom was impatient of an equal. Kings, magiftrates, nobles, 
and fucceſsful-writers, wer the 0bjofts of his contempt, or hatred, or envy; 
but his illibera} abuſe of v _ ame, Bees the Aub6 Rare Dy 
Robertſon, and tutti guanti, can be injurious only to himſelf, | 

«© Eft il rien de plus faſtidieux (ſays the polite Cenſor) qu un II. Gibbon 
e gui dans ſon eternelle Hiſtoire des Empereurs Romains, fuſpend à chaque 
r inſtant ſon infipide et lente narration, pour vous expliquer la cauſe de faits 
. que vous allez lire. (Manicre d'ectire l Hiſtoire, p. 184. See another 
paſſage, p. 280.) Yet I am indebted to the Abbẽ de Mably for two ſuch ad- 
vocates as the anonymous French Critic and my friend Mr. Hayley. * 
Works, Zvo Edit. Vol. II. p. 261-263.) 
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covered, leſs: reaſon, to cancel er cgrrect. It, has always 


been my praRtice. to, caſt an Jong, F 2 8 
mould, to try, it by mαν Ser, . lepglit it in my 

moryz but to ſuſpend the a 

given the, laſt, poliſh. to wy. ke En add, be 

never found my mind more vigarous, nor my com 


con woro happy, ds in-the, winter hurry of ſociety and : 


parliament? 71 215 1 15 Ar Aut ct 3 ud L4H fe; * 
Had I ar, that che majority of Engliſh readers were 


| ſo fondly attached even to the name and ſhadow. of. Chriſti 
anity ; bad. I, fareſcen,..that the pious, the timid, and the 


prudent, would feel, or affect to feel, with ſuch exquiſite 
fnfbilty; I might, perhaps, have ſoftened. the two invis 
dious chapters, which would create mapy enemies, . and 


conciliate few friends. But the ſhaft was ſhot, the alarm 


was ſounded, and J could only rejoice, that if the voice of 


our ptieſts was clamorous and bitter, their hands were diſ- 
armed from the powers of perſecution, I adhered to the 


viſe reſolution gf truſting myſelf and my writings to the 


candour of the public, till Mr. Davies of Oxford preſumed 


to attack, not the faith, but the fidelity, of the hiſtorian. 


My. Vindication, expreſſive of leſs anger than contempt, 
amuied for a moment the buſy and idle metropolis ; and 
the moſt rational part of the laity, and even of the clergy, 
een to have been fatisfied of my innocence and accu- 


J would not print this Vindication in quarto, leſt 


"i; ſhould be bound and preſerved with the hiſtory itſelf. 
At the diſtance of twelve years, I calmly affirm my judg- 
ment of Davies, Chelſum, &c. A victory over ſuch an- 


tagoniſts was a ſufficient humiliation. They, however, 


were rewarded in this world. Poor Chetfum was indeed 


neglected; and I dare not boaſt the making Dr. Watſon 


a biſhop; he is a prelate of a large phi nr ſpi- 
tit *: but I enjoyed the pleaſure of giving a Royal pen- 
fion to Mr. Davies, and of collating Dr. Apthorpe to 


= i 


See Appendix, Letters, Ne. LXXXIIL IXXXVIII. and CXIV. 
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an archiepiſcopal Ring. Their ſucceſs &hsburag <3 che Teal 
of Taylor the Arian &, and Milner the Metec; 5 With 
many others, whom it would be difficult to remember, arid 
tedious to rehearſe. The liſt of my adverſaries; however, 1 
was graced with the more reſpectablie names of Dr. Prien. 
ley, Sir David Dalrymple, and Dr. White; and every 
polemic, of either univerſity, diſcharged his ſermon or 
pamphlet againſt the impenetrable ſilence of the Rohan 
| hiftorian. In his Hiftory of the Corruptions of ,Chriſti- 
anity, Dr. Prieſtley threw down his two gauntlets to Bi- 
hop Hurd and Mr. Gibbon. 1 declined the challenge in a 
letter, exhorting my opponent to enlighten” the world by 
his philoſophical diſcoveries, and to remember that the 
merit of his predeceſſor Servetus is now reduced to 2 
ſingle paſſage, which indicates the ſmaller circulation of 
the blood through the lungs, from and to the heart f. In- 
ſtead of liſtening to this friendly adyice, the dauntleſs 
philoſopher of Birmingham continued to fre away his 
double battery againſt thoſe who believed too little, and 
thoſe who believed too much. From my replies he has no- 
thing to hope or fear: but his Socinian ſhield has repeat- 
edly been pierced by the fpear of Horſley, and his trumpet 
of ſedition may at Tongnh awzken the N of 2 free 
country. 

The profeſſion and rank of Sir David Dalrymple (now 

a Lord of Seton) has n a more decent colour to his 
vs RL ng | _ He. 


* The ſtupendous title, Thoughts on the Cauſes of the r Apeſtaty, at firſt 
agitated my nerves, till 1 diſcovered that it was the apoſtacy of the whole 
church, ſince the Council of Nice, from Mr. Taylor's private religion. His 
book is a thorough mixture of 4igh enthuſiaſm and low N and the 
Millenium is a fundamental article of his creed. 


+ From his grammar-ſchool at Kingſton upon Hull, Mr. Joſeph Mi; * pro- 
nounces an anathema againſt all rational religion. His faith is à divine taſte, 
a ſpiritval inſpiration 3 4is church is a myſtic and inviſible body: the naturel 
Chriſtians, ſuch as Mr. Locke, who believe and interpret the Scriptures, are, in 
his judgment, no better than profane infidels, 


1 Aſtruc de la structure du Over, tom. i. 77: 79. Appendix, Letter CXLIV, | 


| MY LIFE: AND. WRITINGS. . xg 
gyle. But be ſcrutinized each ſeparate paſſage of the two 
= chapters wich the dry minuteneſs of a ſpecial pleader; and 

zs he, Was always ſolieitous to make, he may have ſuc- 7350 
ceeded ſometimes in finding, a flaw. In his Annals of Scot- 
an eee diligent colleRtr and in Seru- : 
rate grit. e 

I have praiſed, and +; Ril 3 So de a 
which were preached in St. Mary's pulpit at Oxford by Dr. 
White. If he aſſaulted me with ſome degree of illiberal 
acrimony, in ſuch a place, and before ſuch an audience, he 
was obliged to ſpeak the language of the country. I ſmiled 

a paſſage in one of his private letters to Mr. Badcock ; 
| . Than where we. agent, ben muſt be brilliant 
_«and-ſriking,”. ? 
la a ſermon i bs the nee of Cam- 
bridge, Dr. Edwards complimented a work, which can 
only periſn with the language itſelf; and eſteems the 
author a formidable enemy. He is, indeed, aſtoniſhed that 
more learning and ingenuity has not been ſhewn in the 
defence of Iſrael; that the prelates and dignitaries of the 
church (alas, good man!) did not vie with each other, 
whoſe. ſtone ſhould fink the e in the forehead of this 
Goliah. ES! 

& But the force of wok will oblige us to confels, that 
« in the attacks which have been levelled againſt our ſcep- 
« tical hiſtorian, we can diſcover but ſlender traces of pro- 
« found and exquiſite erudition, of ſolid criticiſm and ac- 
« curate inveſtigation ; but we are too frequently diſguſted 
« by vague and inconcluſive reaſoning; by unſeaſonable 
« banter and ſenſeleſs witticiſms; by imbittered bigotry 
«.and enthuſiaſtic jargon; by futile cavils and illiberal in- 
« yectives. Proud and elated by the weakneſs of his anta- 
& poniſts, he condeſcends not to handle the ſword of con- 
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Let nee eee I was ftar 


ty noiſe was. miſchiev in the i intention, 
Mnyerte into Indignation ; and every feclir J 

_ of-indi c a 

14 placid indifference. : 
- Phoproſetution'of my biftceywris ben ere check, 
ed by anothet controverſy of a very different kind. Atthe 1 
requeſt'of the Lord Chancellor, and of Lord Weyna þ 
then Secretary of State, I vindicated, againſt the French q 
maniſeſto, the juſtice of the Britiſh arms. The whole cor- 
reſpondence of Lord Stormont, our late ambaſſador at Paris, | 
was ſubmitted ta my inſpection, and the Memotre Fuſtificatif, R 
which I compoſed in French, was firft approved by the Le 
Cabinet Miniſters, and' then delivereid as a ſtate paper to the 2 
courts of Europe. The ſtyle and manner are praiſed by ap 

Beaumerehals himſelf, who, in his private quarrelz attempt. J 
ed a reply; but be flatters me, by aſeribing the memoir to f 

Lord Stormont ; and the groſſneſs of his invective betrays 
the loſs of temper and of wit; he acknowledged, that l. 

Als we farait pas ſans grace, ni la lagique ſons jufleſſe, & c. if ; 
the facts were true which be undertakes to diſproye. For 2 
theſe facts my credit is not pledged; I ſpoke as a Lawyer. 100 
from my brief. But the veracity of Beaumarebais may be. me 
eſtimated from the aſſertion that France, by the treaty of the 
Paris (1763.) was limited to a certain number of ſhips of 1 
war. On the 9pplicatiev of the Duke of Choiſeul, he ws. pe 
obliged to retract this daring falſehood, the 

Among the honourable eopnediigns ababd hed omar alt 

1 may. juſtiy be proud of the friendſbip of Mr, Weddet-" are 
burne; at that time Attorney General, who tiow illuftrates 2 
the title of Lord Loughborough, and the office of Chief- luc] 
Juſtice af the Common Pleas... By his. ſtrang-recammens con 
dation, and the favourable diſpoſition of Lord North; I'was” oc 
appointed one of the Lords Commiſſioners of Trade and ny; 

| * and . private income was N by a clear muc 

| addition vent 


. 9 de r tom. Wl, p. 27 355. 
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addition of between ſeven and eight hundred poun e 
The fancy of an hoſtile orator. may painty in the ſtrong vo- 
lours of ridicule, « the perpetual virtual adjournment, and 
« the unbroken fitting. vacation of the Board of Tinte. * 
But it muſt be allowed that our duty was not intoler 
vere, and that I enjoyed many days aud weeks of repoſe, 
without being called away from the library to the office. 
, My acceptance of a place provoked lome of the leaders of 
| oppolitiong, with whom I had lived in habits of intüaaey; 
and I was moſt unjuſtly accuſed of OY a 9099s 


mL L908 wer keine) oth Net HP 1 5 
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tor, Mt. Burlie, was heard by all ſides of the houſe, and even by thoſe whoſe 
exiſtence he proſoribed. (See Mr. Burke's ſpeech on the Bill of Reform, p. 74 


280.) The Lords of Trade bluſhed at their inſignificancy, and Mr. Eden's 


apptal do the two thouſand five hundred volumes of our Reports, ſerved only 
w exefte u general laugh, I take this opportutity of certifying the correctneſs 
« Mr. A Ae" ATE ee ee e e | : 


* From Enwaxy Grzzon ohy to eſq- "gh 


Dita 13 HT e 2d July, 2 17. 

. very tn communication. from my friend, the 
Attorney General, whofe kind and honourable behaviour towards me T mutt 
aways cethetnber With the haghoſt gratitude. Re formed me that, im on- 
| ſequence bf an arrangement, a-place at the Board of Trade was reſerved for 
me, and that as ſoon as 1 fignified my acceptance of it, he was fatisfied no far. 
ther difficulties would ariſe. My anfwer to him was fincere and explicit, I 
told him that I was far from approving all the paſt meaſures of the adminiſtra- 


tion, even ſome of thoſe in which I myſelf had Glently-concurred ; that I favs, 


with the reſt of the world, many capital defects in the characters of ſome of 


the preſent miniſters, and was ſorry that in ſo alarming a ſituation of public 


affairs, the country had not the afſiſtance-of ſeveral able and honeſt men who 
are now in oppoſition. But that I had not for med with any of thoſe perſous 
in 1 tion any engagements or condectioos which could in the leaſt reſtrain 
or my parliamentary conduct; that I could not diſcovet among chem 
tuck Wperter advantages, either of meaſures or of abilities, as could make me 
confider it. as a duty to attach myſelf to their cauſe.z and that I clearly under- 

Nood, from the public and private language of , one of their leaders, 
that in the ac tate of the country, he bimſelf was e mas een 
| oppoſition could not tend to any good purpoſe, and might be produftive of 
much miſchief; that, for thoſe reaſons, 1 ſaw no objections which could pre- 
vent me bens docophirix ane aber me pretegr govern, and that I was 
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The ape of the pt fete of) a li nen nt was { 
| nee, arnouhca[-the public. diſconten 15 Thy =; 
inſtead of voting with a triumphant majority, the met of 4 
government were often expoſed to a ſtruggle, and ſo ometimes - 
to a defeat.. The Houſe of Commons adopted Mr. Dun. 
1 8 motion, “ That the influence of the Crown had i in 
< creaſed, was increaſing, and ought to be diminiſhed: 1 
and Mr. | Burke's bill of reform was framed with (kill, in⸗ 
troduced with eloquence, and ſupported by numbers. Out 
late preſident, the American Secretary of State, very nar- 
rowly eſcaped the ſentence of proſeription; z but the unfortu- 
nate Board of Trade was aboliſhed in the committee by a 
ſmall majority (207 to 199) of eight; votes. The ftorm, 
however, blew over for a time; a large defection of country 
gentlemen” eluded the fanguine: hopes of the patriots: "the 
Lords of Trade were revived; adminiſtration recovered 
their ſtrength and ſpirit ;. and the flames of London, which 
were kindled by a miſchievous madman, admoniſhed all 
thinking men of the danger of an appeal to the people. 
In the premature diſſolution which followed this ſeſion of 
parliament I loſt my ſeat. Mr. Elliot was now deeply en · 
gaged in the meaſures of oppoſition, and the electors of 
Leſkeard® a are CO of the ſame W as Mr. El- 
Wor, <*) | i wy e F i 
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. redy to take a hep which I found tobe confiſen both with t my e ae 

my honour. 
it muſt now be decided, whether 1 may continue to live i in Nabend, 8 

whether I muſt ſoon withdraw myſelf into a kind of philoſoptical exile i in 
Switzerland. My father left his affairs in a ſtate of embarraſſment; and even 
of diſtreſs. My attempts to diſpoſe of a part of my landed property have hi- 
therto been diſappointed, and are not likely at preſent to be more ſucceſsful: 
and my plan of expence, though moderate i in "itſelf, "deferves the name of ex- 
travagance, fince it exceeds my real income. The addition of the ſalary which 
is now offered will make my fituation perſectiy eaſy ; but I hope you will do 

me the juſtice to believe that my mind could nvths 6, bales I were ſatisfied of 
the rectitude of my own conduct. 


5 webe wc Me Gn hd prince bu. 
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| In this interval of my ſenatorial life, I publiſhed. the 
ſecond and third volumes of the Decline and Fall. My 
eccleliaftic 


* © 


dom; but 


'. 5, F215 


aſſured me that he had no thoughts. of renewing the at- 
tack, and my impartial balance of the virtues and vices 
of Julian was generally praiſed. This truce was in- 


terrupted only by ſome animadverſions of the Catholics 
of Italy, and by ſome angry letters of Mr. Travis, who 


made me perſonally reſponſible for condemning, with the 


beſt critics, the ſpurious text of the three heavenly. wit- 


nefſes. 

The piety « or 1 of my 25 cranflaws has p pro- 
vided an antidote againſt the poiſon of his original. The 
5th and 7th volumes are armed with five letters from 
an anonymous divine to his friends, F oothead and Kirk, 
two Engliſh ſtudents at Rome; and this meritorious ſer- 
vice is commended by Monſignor Stonor, a prelate of the 
ſame nation, who diſcovers much venom. in the fluid and 
nervous ſtyle, of Gibbon. The critical eſſay at the end of 
the third volume was furniſhed by the Abbate Nicola Speda- 
lieri, whoſe zeal has gradually ſwelled to a more ſolid confu- 
tation in two quarto volumes. —Shall I be excuſed for not 
meim read them? 


The brutal inſolence of Mr. Travis's a; can only 
be excuſed by the abſence of learning, judgment, and huma- 
nity ; and to that excuſe he has the faireſt or fouleſt preten- 
ſion. Compared with Archdeacon Travis, Cbelſum and 


Davies aſſume the title of reſpectable enemies. 


The bigotted advocate of popes and monks may be — | 


over even to the bigots of Oxford; and the wretched Travis 


fill ſmarts under the laſh of the mercileſs Porſon. I conſi- 
der Mr. Porſon's anſwer to Archdeacon Travis as the moſt 
acute and. accurate ws: of iticiſe which has append. 
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4 biſtory fill breathed the ſame ſpirit of free- | 
roteſtant zeal . is more, indifferent to the cha- 
raters and controyerſies of the fourth and fifth centuries. 

My obſtinate ſilence had damped the ardour of the po- 
lemics, - 5 Dr. Watſon, the moſt candid of my adverſaries, : 
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does Ge days of Bentley. Elis friftires-are founded. id 
argument, enriched with learning, and enlivencd with wit; 
and his adverſary neither deferves nor finds any quarter at 


his hands. The evidence of the three heavenly witneſſes 
would now be rejected in any court of juſtice: but prejudice 
is blind, authority is deaf, and our vulgar hibles will ever 
be polluted by this ſpurious text, & ſedet æternumęgus ſedebit. ; 


The more learned ecclefiaftics will indeed have the ſecret ſa- 
tisfaftion W . ave What they read in the 


church. 


I perceived, and without furptiſe, ths coldneſs wk toes | 


prejudice of the town ; nor could a whiſper eſcape my ear, 
that, in the judgment of many readers, my continuation 


was much inferior to the original attempts. An author 


who cannot aſcend will always appear to fink: envy 


was now prepared for my reception, and the æral of my 


religious, was fortified by the motive of my political, ene- 
mies. Biſhop Newton, in writing his own life, was at 


full liberty to declare how much he himſelf and two emi- 


nent brethren were diſguſted by Mr. G.'s prolixity, tedi- 

ouſneſs, and affectation. But the old man ſhould not have 

indulged his zeal in a falſe and feeble charge againſt the hiſ- 

torian'®, who had 8 and e even cautiouſly rendered Dr, 

| | Burnet's 
* ExtraS fron Mr. Onno. 'r Commen Place Broke _ 

Thomas Newton, Biſhop of Briſtol and Dean of St. Paare, was born at 


Litchfield on the 21tt of December 2703, O. S. (2ſt January 1704s N. S.), and 
died the 14ch of February 1782, in the 7th year of his age. A few days be- 


fore his death he finiſhed the memoits of his own life, which have been pres 


fixed to an edition of his poſthumous works, firſt publiſhed in quarto and 
fince (1787) re-publiſhed in fix volumes octavo. 


P. 173, 174 Some books were publiſhed in 1781, 3 
of the Biſhop's leifure hours, and during his illneſs. Mr. Gibbon's . Hifory 


of the Detline and Fall of the Roman Empire he read throughout, but it 
by no means anſwered his expectation; for he found it rather a prolix and 
tedious performance, his matter unintereſting, and his ſtyle affected; his teſti- 


monies not to be depended upon, and his frequent ſcoffs at-religion offentve to | 


every ſober mind. He had before been convicted of making falſe quotations, 


_ examining his authorities, there is one which muſt neceſſarily ſtrike every man 


4 


* 


ute Alu is 


14 Eine . 1, % 1a; 
| I Bean e e of ler of, "repoſe. 
philofophie tvine fappbles, that, inbepeciod beneen 

th and the re urredhion,, human, ſouls exiſt withaut a 
body, endo 3 internal conſciouſneſs, but Peſtitute of 
all” acki ye/or. or. paſſive connedtion. with, the external Wotld. 
0 FSecundum ' communem litionem facræ ſeripturz, mors 
« dicitur forhnus, et Arten dleuntur abdermirey, quod 
| Vol. 721 HD M. 1 IT ien 


951 ith A 0 MW Pitts; 
who has th Dr. Burnet's Treatiſe de Stats Mortuorum. In wir- 2 
Mr. G. has the following note —6t Burnet” (de S. Mp. 56-84.) -colletts 


te the opinions of the Fathers, 28 far as they aſſert the ſleep or repoſe ot hu- 
« man ſouls till the day of judgment. He afterwards expoſes (p. 91.) the in- 


« conveniences which muſt ariſe if they poſſefſed a more active and ſenſible 
« exiſtence: Who would not from hence infer that Dr. B. was an advocate 
« for the ſleep. or inſenfible exiſtence of the ſoul after death ? whereas his 

« doctrine is direQly the contrary, He has employed ſom®# chapters in treat- 


> 


© ing of the ſtate of human ſouls | in the interval between death and the re- 


« ſurreQion 3 and after varibus proofs from reaſon, from ſcripture, and the. 
Fathers, his conclufions are, that human ſouls exiſt aſter their ſeparation 
from the body, that they are in a good or evil ſtate according to their good 
* or ill behaviour, but that Heither their happineſs nor their miſery will be - 
6 complete or perfect before the day of judgment. His argumentation.is 
« thus ſummed vp at the end of the 4th chapter—Ex guibus conflat Primo, 
i animas ſuperee extino corpore; ſecundoy bonas bene, malas male ſe habituras ; 
if tertio, ner itlis ſummam felicitatem, nec kis ſummam wiſeriam, acceſſiram ge 
u ante diem judirii. (The Biſhop's reading the whole was a greater compli- 


nent to the work than was paid to it by two of the moſt eminent of his = | 


thren for their learning and ſtatioti, The one entered upon it, but was ſoon 
vearied, and laid it afide in diſguſt : the other returned it upon the bookſel- 


lr's hands; and it is ſaid that Mrs Ge Kagielt Sen erer are N 7 | 


the ſhop at the ſame time.) 
Does the Bidhop comply with his own precept. in abd next i ers) 


Old age ſhould lenify, ſhould ſoften men's manners, and make them more 


«mild and gentle ; but often has the contrary effect, hardens their hearts, © 


© and makes them more ſour and crabbed-· He is ſpeaking of Dr. Johnſon. 


Have I ever in inuatet that preferment · hunting is the great occupation o, 


n eccleſiaſtical life ?. (Memoirs paſſim) ; that a miniſter's influence and a bi- 


hop's patronage are. ſometimes pledged eleven deep? (p- 151:) that a pre- * 


tendary confiders the audit week as the better part of the yent? (p. 12% fr 


tut the moſt eminent of prieſts, the pope himſelf, would change their reli 


fon, if any thing better could be offered them? (p- 6.) Such things = 
on ng nog ht he; OOPS CE TR e e e 
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I was. however el 


foreign teſtimonies of applauſe.; and the ſecond. and third 
volumes inſenſibly roſe in fale and regutation to a level 

ith the.fiſt, But. the public is ſeldom wrong; and I am 
2 inclined to believe that, eſpecially. in the beginning, they 


are more prolix and leſs entertaining than the firſt : my ef. 


forts had not been relaxed by ſucceſs, and I had rather devi. 
_ ated into the oppoſite fault of minute and ſuperfluous dil. 
gence. On the Continent, my name and writings were 
. Now I diffuſed : a French .tranſlation of the firſt volume 
had diſappointed the bookſellers of Paris; and a p 


He third wax eanſtrued x6 pern 


reſlection en the reign 
Before I coals wouly for a out ot the Reel dee te 


_ lift was already full; but Lord North's promiſe was fincere, 


His recommendation was effectual, and I was ſoon choſen an 
a a vacancy for the borough of Lymington, in Hampſhire 


In the firſt ſeffion of the new parliament, adminiſtration 


| ood their ground; their final overthrow was reſerved for 
the ſecond. The American war had once been the favoy- 


rite of the country: the pride of England was irritated by 
the reſiſtance of her colonies, and the executive power va 
driyen by national clamour into the moſt vigorous and cet. 
cive meaſures. But the length of a fruitleſs conteſt, the 
loſs. of. armies, the accumulation ef debt and taxes, and 
the hoſtile confederacy of France, Spain, and Holland, in- 


hf the r to the American n and the n 


— ki ia Loni th ret 5p ma 


and a reader of Engliſh books. On peruſing a paſſage of, my Hiſtory whis 
| ſeems to compare him to Areadius or Honorius, he expreſſed his rei = (0 


the Prince of B, from whom the intelligence was copyeyed | 70 we. | 
ſhall neither diſclaim the gllufion, nor examine the likeneſs ; hut the fituata 
of the late King of France excludes all ſuſpicion of flattery ; and Lam Ky 
e eee my third rune were writer 
before his acceſſion to the throne, 5 


jet! 
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followed, at a flow. diſtance, the changes of their. opinion 3 


and the miniſters who refuſed to bend, were broken by the 
tempeſt. As foon - as Lord North had loſt, or was about to 
lofe, a majority in the Houſe of Commons, he ſurrendered 
his office, and retired to a private ſtation, with the tranquil - 
aſſurance of a clear conſeience and a eheerful temper : the 


old fabric was  diſolved, and the poſts of government were | 
occupied by i the victorious and veteran troops of oppoſition. | 


The lords of trade were not immediately diſmiſſed, but the 
board itſelf was aboliſhed by Mr. Burke's bill, which de- 
cency had compelled the patriots to revive ; and I was ſtrip- 
ped of a convenient falary, after having enjoyed it about 
three years. 255 

So flexible is the title of my Hiſtory, that the final era 


might be fixed at my own choice; and I long heſitated whe- 


ther I ſhould be content with the three volumes, the fall of 
the Weſtern empire, which fulfilled my firſt engagement 
with the public. In chis interval of ſuſpence, nearly a 


twelvemonth, I nee by a natural impulſe to the Greek 


authors of antiquity: I read with new pleaſure the Iliad and 
the Odyſſey, the e of Herodotus, Thucydides, and 
Xenophon,, a large portion of the tragic and comic theatre 
of Athens, and many intereſting dialogues of the Socratic 
ſchool. Vet in the luxury of freedom I began to wiſh for 
the daily taſk, the active purſuit, which gaye a value to 
every book, and an object to every inquiry: the. preface of 
a new edition announced my deſign, and I dropped without 
reluctance from the age of Plato to that of Juſtinian. The 
original texts of Procopius and Agathias ſupplied the events 
and even the characters of his reign : but a laborious winter 
was devoted to the Codes, the Pandects, and the modern 
interpreters, before I preſumed to form an abſtract of the 
civil law. My ſkill was improved by practice, my dili- 
gence 8 * quickened by the loſs of office; and, 
* laſt chapter, I had finiſhed the fourth vo- 
M 2 | lume 
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5 kene before} ought «retreat on the banks of th Lem In 
Lake. a 8 5 y 
+ Tris not the purpoſe of this narrative to * on the 
public or ſecret hiſtory of the times: the ſchiſm which fol- 
lowed the death of the Marquis of Rockingham, the ap- 
pointment of the Earl of Shelbarne, reſignation of 


Mr. Fox; and his famous coalition with Lord North. But 


I may aſſert, with fome degree of affurance, that in their 
political confli& thoſe great antagoniſts had never felt any 
perſonal animoſity to each other, that their reconciliation 


was eaſy and fincere, and that their friendſhip has. hever 


deen clouded by the ſhadow of ſuſpicion or jealouſy. The 
moſt violent or venal of their reſpective followers embraced 
this fair occaſion of revolt, but their alliance ſtill command- 
ed a majority in the Houſe of Commons; the' peace was 
cenſured, Lord Shelburne reſigned; and the two friends 
knelt on the ſame euſfrion to take the oath of ſecretary of 
ſtate. From a principle of gratitude I adhered to the ca- 
lition: my vote was counted in the day of battle, but! 
was overlooked in the diviſton of the ſpoil. There were 
many claimants more deſerving aid i importunate than myſelf; 
the board of trade could not be reſtored; and, while the liſt 
of places was curtailed, the number of candidates was dou- 
| bled. An eaſy diſmiſſion to a fecure ſeat at the board of 
| uſtoms or exciſe was promiſed on the firſi vacancy : but 
the chance was diſtant and doubtful ; not could I folicit with 
much ardour an ignoble ſervitude, which would have robbed 
me of the moſt valuable of my ſtudious hours: at the fame 


time the tumult of London, and the attendance on parlia- | 


ment, were grown more irkſome; and, without ſome addi- 
tional income, I could not long or prudently maintain the 
ſtile of expence to which I was accuſtomed. 

From my early acquaintance with Lauſanne I had always 
cheriſhed a ſecret wiſh, that the ſchool of my youth might 
become the retreat of my declining age. A moderate for- 

1 e eure Be "gy of eaſe, leiſure, and inde- 
ape pendence; 


B A FZS mac 
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4 Jen e: 'the country, the pre ey the manners, the un- 
guage, were congenial to my taſte ; and I might indulge the 
hope of paſſing ſome years in the domeſtic ſociety, of a friend. 


now ſettled at home, i in a pleaſant Labieation, the gift of. 
tis deceaſed aunt: we bad Jong been ſeparated, we had 
long been filent; yet in my firſt letter ] expoſed, with the 
moſt perfect confidence, my ſituation, my ſentiments, and 
my deſigns. His immediate anſwer was à warm and joyful 
acceptance: the picture of our future life proyoked my 


MY LIFE AND WRITINGS. 5 i 


impatience; and the terms of arrangement were ſhort and 
ſunple, as he poſſeſſed | the property, and I undertook the 
expence of our common houſe +. Before I could break my 
Engliſh chain, it was incumbent on me to ſtruggle with the 
feelings of my heart, the indolence of r my temper, and the 


opinign of the world, which unanimouſly condemned this 


voluntary. baniſhment. In the diſpoſal of my effects, the 
library, a facred depoſit, was alone excepted : as my poſt- 
caiſe moved over Weſtminſter;bridge I bid a long fare- 


wel to the & fumum et opes ſtrepitumq; Romæ.“ My 


journey by the dire&t road through France was not attended 


vith any accident, and I arrived at Laufanne nearly twenty 
years after my ſecond departure. Within leſs than three : 


months the coalition ſtruck on ſome hidden rocks : had I 


remained on boardy 1 ſhould have periſhed in the general | 


ſhipwreck . 


Since my eſtabliſhment at Laufanne, more than ſeven 5 


years have elapſed; and if every day has not been equally 


ſoft and ſerene, not a day, not a moment, has occurred in 


which I have repented of my choice. During my abſence, 55 
2 long portion of human life, many changes had happened: 3 


my elder e had left the ſage 3 ; virgins were ri- 


pened 


$ Sir Richard Worſley, Lord Chefterfield, Broderick Lord Middleton, and 
Mr. Hume, brother to Sir Abraham. 


+ See Appendix, Letter, No. CL. CLI. CLIL, c. CLIV, c. 
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| manhood. | But the ſame manners were tranſmitted from 2 

EE one generation: to another; my friend alone was an ineſti, e 
mable treaſure; mx name was not totally forgotten, and all te 


were ambitions to welcome the arrival of a ftranger and 
the return of a fellow-citizen, The firſt winter was Siren 


to à general embrace, without any nice diſcrimination of af 
perſons and characters. After a more regular ſettlement, fi 
a more accurate ſurvey, 1 diſcovered three ſolid and perma- tr 


nent benefits of my flew ſituation, . My perſonal free. * 
dom had been ſomewhat impaired by te Houſe of Commons ſol 
and the Board of Trade; but I was now delivered from the ge 
chain of duty and dependence, from the hopes and fears of 
political adyenture: my ſober mind was no longer intoxi- 
cated by the fumes of party, and I rejoiced in my eſcape, 
. ro often as I rad of the midnight debates which preceded 
the diflalutjon of parliament . 2. My Engliſh ceconomy 
had been that of a ſolitary bachelor, who might afford ſome 
occaſional dinners, In Switzerland I enjoyed at every meal, 
at every hour, the free and pleaſant converſation of the 
friend of my youth; and my daily table was always provided 
for the reception of one or two extraordinary gueſts. Our 
importance in ſociety is leſs a poſitiye than a relatiye weight; 
in London I was loſt in the crowd; I ranked with the firſt 
families of Lauſanne, and my ſtile * prudent expence ena- 
bled me to maintain a fair balance of reciprocal civilities, 
- Iaſtead of a ſmall hauſe between a ſtreet and a ſtable- 

: yard, I began t to occupy a ſpacious. and conyenient manſion, | 
connected on the north ſide with the city, and open on the 
ſouth to a beautiful and boundleſs horizon. A garden of 
four acres had been laid out by the taſte of Mr. Deyverdun; 
from the garden. 2 rich ſcenery of meadows and vineyards 
deſcends to the Leman Lake, and the proſpect far beyond 
the Lake is crowned by the ſtupendous mountains of Sa 
Vous MV books and my acquaintance had been firſt united 
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firſt eities of the world. Such lofty connectiot may at- 
tract the curious, and gratify the vai ; but I am to mo- 
delt, or too proud, to rate my own value by that of my” af 
ſociates'; and | whatſoever” may be the fame of leartilng of” 
genius, experience has ſhewn me that the cheaper qualifi-+ 
cations of politeneſs and good ſenſe are of more uſeful cur- 
reney in the commerce of life. By many, converſation 1 * 
eſteemed as à theatre or a ſchodl : but, after the mornint 

bas been occupied by the labours of the Tibraty, I wilt ts 
unberid rather thah to exerciſe my mind]; and in the inter- 
val between ten and ſupper I am far from diſdaining the in- 
nocent amuſement of a nd Lauſanne is peo. 
pled by a numerous gefitry, whoſe companionable idletieſs* 
is ſeldom diſturbed by the purſuits of avarice or ambition: 


the women, though confined to a dbmeſtic education are 


endowed for the moſt part with more taſte and knowledge” 


than their huſbands and brothers: but the decent freedom of 
both ſexes is equally remote from the extremes of ſimplicity T 
zd refinement; I ſhall add as a misfortune rather than a 


nerit, that the ſituation" and beauty of the Pays de Vaud, 

the long habits of the "Engliſh, the medical reputation of 
Dr. Tiſſot and the faſhion of viewing the mountains and 
Glaciers, habe opened us on all ſides to the incurſions of 
foreigners, ( The viſits of Mr, and Madame Necker, of 
Pfince'Henry of Pruſſia, and of Mr. Fox, may form ſome 

pleaſing exceptions; but, in genere 
ed moſt agtreeable in my eyes, when wh have been abandon- 
ed to our oi ſociety; I had frequently ſeen Mr. Necker, 
in the ſummer of 1784, at a country houſe near Lonkidins; 

where he compoſed his. Treatiſe on the Adminiſtration of 


„Lauſanne has appear- a 
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the Finances. . T have ſince, in October 3 im 1 
| in his preſent reſidence, the caſtle, and barony of Copety. 1 
| . near Geneva. , Of the merits and meaſures of that flateſ.. | £ 
„ man various opinions may be entertained; but all impartial. '£ 
men muſt req. in their eſteem . his ne and patrio. 4 
| tiſm, b 
„ e Auguſt 1784 Prince nf Keg of Pruſſia, N n 
in bis way to Paris, paſſed three days at Lauſanne. His d 
85 military conduct has been. praiſed hy proſeſſional men; his 5 « 
. character has been vilified by the wit and malice of a dæ- | 
mon *; but I was flattered by his affability, Non RE | e 
by his converſation, 3 982 5 ti 
In his tour of Switzerland ( 8 1788) Mr. Fox ox © tl 
gaye me two days « of free and private ſociety 4. He ſeemed v 
to feel, and even to envy, the happineſs of my ſituation; 
* while 1 admired the powers of a ſuperior man, as they are 1 
5 blended i in his attractive character with the ſoftneſs and ſim- pi 
plicity of a child, Perhaps. no human being was ever more 0 
perfectly exempt | from the ms of eee, Mn or re 
falſchood, | | m 
My cranſmigration. frm. 8 to ee 5 1 ar 
i be effected without interrupting the courſe of my hiſtorical bi 
N labours. The hurry of my departure, the joy of my ar- of 
| rival, the delay of my tools, ſuſpended their progreſs; and g1 
a full twelvemonth was Joſt before I could reſume the thread of 
of regular and daily induſtry. A number of books moſt m 
2 requiſite and leaſt common had been previouſly ſelected; an 
the academical library of Lauſanne, which I could uſe as wi 
my own, contained at leaſt the fathers and councils z and I co 
have derived ſome occaſional ſuccour from the public col- ap 
f ; lections of Berne and Geneva. The fourth volume was de 
ſoon terminated, by an abſtract of the controverſies of the 1 
Incarnation, which the learned Dr. Prideaux was appre- | 
henſive of expoſing , to profane eyes, It had been the 
Wye deſign of the learned Dean Prideaux | to write the 5 
n 1 
| dec 
+ © Memoire Secret de a Gour de Ben. 85 
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hifory'6 the ruin of the Eastern Church In this work 
it would have been neceſſary, not only to unravel all thoſe 


controverſies which the Chriſtians made about the hypoſta- 


tical union, but alſo to unfold all the niceties and ſubtle no- 


tions which each ſect entertained concerning it. The pious 


hiſtorian was apprehenſive of expoſing that incomprehenſible 
_ myſtery to the eavils and objections of unbelievers; and he 
durſt not, © ſeeing the nature of this book, venture it abroad | 


« in ſo wanton and lewd an age . 


In the fifth and ſixth volumes the revolutions of ths 


empire and the world are moſt rapid, various, and inſtrue- 
tive; ard the Greek or Roman hiſtorians are checked by 


the hoſtile er ole <p petri Hs ao | 


Weſt 7. 


It was not till er many Ages, and many trials, that | 


I preferred, as I ſtill prefer, the method of grouping my 
picture by nations; and the ſeeming neglect of chronological 
order is ſurely compenſated by the ſuperior merits of inte- 


reſt and perſpicuity, The ſtyle of the firſt volume is, in h 


my opinion, ſomewhat crude and elaborate; in the ſecond 


A 


and third it is ripened into eaſe, correctneſs, and numbers: 
but in the three laſt I may have been ſeduced by the facility 


of my pen, and the conſtant habit of ſpeaking one lan- 
guage and writing another may have infuſed ſome mixture 


of Gallic idioms. Happily for my eyes, I have always cloſed 


my ſtudies with the day, and commonly with the morning; 
and a Jong, but temperate, labour has been accompliſhed, 


without fatiguing either the mind or body; but when 1 


| computed the remainder of my time and my taſk, it was 
apparent that, according to the ſeaſon of publication, the 
delay of a month would be productive of that of a year. 
I was now AD. for ROO EY winter 


” AO: 


nd W pendhen fo ths LS of rm; p. T0, 17. 


+ I have followed the judicious precept of the Abs ds Mably, (Manitre 
&ecrire l Hiſtoire, p. 110.) who adviſes the hiſtorian not to dwell too minutely 


on the decay of the eaſtern empire; but to confider the barbarian conquerors 


3 a more, worthy ſubject of ks ee. 44 Fas eſt et ab hoſts doc - | 


| NEM OI * \ or. | 
many W borrowed from the ſocia 3 
Lauſanne. I could now wiſh chat a een eat 5 
been allowed for a ſerious reviſal. 4 e 

J have preſumed n onception: ets | 
ſhall now commemorate the hour of my final deliverance. | 
It was on the day, or rather night, of the gyth of June 
7789, between the hours of eleven and twelve, that I wrote 
the laſt lines of. the laſt page, in a ſummer - houſe in my gar- 
den. After laying down my pen, I took ſeveral turns in a 
bercequ, or covered walk of acacias;- which commands: a 
proſpect, of the country, the lake, and the mountains.” The 
air was temperate, the ſky. was ſerene, the ſilver orb of the- 
moon was reflected from the waters, and all nature was 
ſilent. I will not diſſemble the firſt emotions of joy on the 
recovery of my freedom, and, perhaps, the eſtabliſhment of 
my fame. But my pride was ſoon humbled, and a ſober 
melancholy was ſpread over my mind, by. the idea that 1 
had taken an everlaſting leave of an old and agreeable com- 
panion, and that whatſoever might be the future date of my 

Hiſtory, the life of the hiſtorian muſt be ſhort and pre- 
carious. I will add two facts, which have ſeldom occurred 
in the compoſition of fix, or at leaſt of five; - quartos. 1. 
My firſt rough manuſeript, without any intermediate copy, 
has been ſent; to the preſs. 2. Not a ſheet has been 
ſeen by any human eyes, excepting thoſe of the author 
and the printer: the Run: the mari: ans;exdufirely | 
my, on. 

I cannot help ces e extracydinary-folh . 
which is affirmed of himſelf by Retif de la Bretorme, a vo- 
| ſuminous and ate writer. my" rench, n. He labour. 

| * — — 6 at 
Tho l Vth Volume of the Hiſ. 


tory of the Decline and Fall m it, 1782—ended June 1784. 

- of the Roman Empire, * Do 

The Vth. Volume, - . begun July.1784-—ended.May-zfty 1786. 

The,Vith Volume, _ - begun May.z8th, x786—ended June 27thy 1787. 
Theſe three volumes und kn preis Auguſt ugth, 1787. * ee | 


ö e eee April following, 


"MY LIFE AND WRITINGS, uhh 
el, and may ſtill labour, in the humble office Same 00 

a printing-houſe ; but this office enabled him to tranſport, 
an entire volume from his mind to the preſs; and his work 
was given to the public. wer my. Having; n inen 
with a pen. 
After a we reſidenge eee during 00 4 

had never moved ten, miles from Lauſanne, it was not 
without ſome reluctance and terror that I undertook, in a 
journey of two hundred leagnes, to croſs the mountains 
and the ſea, Vet. this formidable adventure was atchie ved 
without danger. or fatigue ; and at the. end of a ſortnight 
I found myſelf i in Lord Sheffield's. houſe and library, ſafe, 
happy, and at home. The character of my friend (Mr. 
Holroyd). had recommended him to a. ſeat in parliament» 
for Coventry, the, command, of, a regiment; of light; dras 
| goons, and an Iriſh. peerage. The: ſenſe and ſpirit of his, 
political writings have decided; the public. opinion on the. 
great, queſtions of ha Oy ier, en Abeties 
and Ireland, 

The ſale of his Oblormgjant Ka Ne e 
diffuſive, their effect beneficial; the Navigation Act, the 
palladium of Britains was defended, and perhaps; ſayed,, by 5 
his pen; and he proves, by the weight of fact and argue: | 
ment, that the mother-country may ſurvive. and, flouziſh 
after the loſs of America, My friend has. never cultivated: 
the arts of compoſition ;. but his materials are copious and. 

correct, and he leaves on his paper the clear impteſſion of 
an active and vigorous mind. His « Qbſervations: an: the 
6 Trade, Manufactures, and preſent State of Ireland, 
were intended to guide the induſtry, to correct; the preju 
dices, and to aſſuage the paſſions, of a country which ſecmed 
to forget that ſhe could. be free and proſperous only by a. 
friendly connection with Great Britain. The-concluding 
PORT FR are written. with ſo much eaſe and FRY that 

they | 


*- Obſervations. on the Comme of he Ameri w by Jon Lon 


Wenns TER 


| 


* * Fune 14, 1788. 
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they may bereatby thoſe who are the leaft tee in the 

| ſubject. 15 bath. 
le fell (in 1784) with the ee I Wo but vis : 
merit has been acknowledged at the laſt general election, 25 
1790, by the honourable invitation and free choice of the 
city of Briſtol. During the whole time 'of ny reſidence 8 
in England I was entertained at Sheffield-Place and in 
Downing-Street by his hoſpitable kindneſs ; and the moſt _ 
pleaſant period was that which I paſſed in the domeſtic ſo- 
ciety of the family. In the larger circle of the metropolis I 
obſerved the country and the inhabitants with the know | 
ledge, and without the prejudices, of an Engliſhman; but 
I rejoiced in the apparent increaſe of wealth and proſperity, 1 
which might be fairly divided between the ſpirit of the na- 
tion and the wiſdom of the miniſter. All party-reſentment ; 


was now loſt in oblivion ! fince I was no man's riyal, no 


man was my enemy. I felt the dignity of independence, 2 
and ag T aſked no more, I was ſatisfied with the general ci. 

| vilities of the world, The houſe in London which I fre- 
quented with moſt pleafure and affiduity was that of Lord 
North. After the loſs of power and of ſight, he was ſtill 


happy in himſelf and his friends; and my public tribute of 
gratitude and efteem could no longer be ſuſpected of any 


a, 


intereſted motive. Before my departure from England, 1 


was preſent at the auguſt ſpectacle of Mr. Haſtings's trial 


in Weſtminſter Hall, It is not my province to abſolve or 
condemn the Governor of India; but Mr, Sheridan's elo- 
quence demanded my applanſe ; wor could I hear without 


emotion the perfonal compliment which he paid me in the 


preſence of the Britiſh nation . 


From this diſplay of genius, which blazed four N . 
days, I ſhall ſtoop to a very mechanical circumſtance. As : 


I was Eng in the manager's box, 1 had the curioſity to 


: inquire 


* He mid the fac that made up the volume of narrative were unparalleled 


| in atrocjouſneſs, and that nothing equal in criminality was to be traced, either 


in ancient or modern hiſtory, in the correct periods of Tacitus or the lurginous , 


ur LIFE AND (WRITINGS. | EY 
„ . ready 


and rapid orator might pronounce in an hour? From 7000 
to 7500 was his anſwer. The medium of 7200 will afford 


120 words in à minute, and two words in each ſecond. But 


this computation will only apply to the Engliſh language. 
As the publication of my three laſt volumes was the prin- 
cipal object, ſo it was the firſt care of my Engliſh j Journey. 


The previous arrangements with the bookſeller and the prin- 


ter were ſettled in my paſſage through London, and the 
proofs, which I returned more correct, were tranſmitted 


every poſt from the preſs to Sheffield-Place. The length of 


the operation, and the leiſure of the country, allowed ſome 
time to review my manuſcript. Several rare and uſeful 
books, the Aſſiſes de Jeruſalem, Ramuſius de Bello C. Pro, 


the Greek Acts of the Synod of Florence, the Statuta Ur- 


bis Rome, &c. were procured, and introduced in their pro- 
per places the ſupplements which they afforded. The im- 


preſſion of the fourth volume had conſumed three. months. 


Our common intereſt required that we ſhould move with 
a quicker pace; and Mr. Strahan fulfilled his engagement, 


which few printers could ſuſtain, of delivering every week 


three thouſand copies of nine ſheets, The day of publica- 
tion was, however, delayed, that it might coincide with the 


 fifty-firſt anniverſary of my own birth- day; the double feſti- 


val was celebrated by a cheerful literary dinner at Mr. Ca- 
dell's houſe ; and I ſeemed to bluſh while they read an ele- 
gant * from Mr. et * hls. n ta- 

lents 


o s1.ONAL 3AM 2 18 "by Mr. Hart vs read after the 
| Dinner ar Mr, Cavztt's, May 8, 1788; being the Day of the Publica- 
tion of the Three "_ Volumes of Mr. GIB Bon . and his Birrů- 
day. | 


2 


Gui. of EnGL and, and of Ron! 
In mutual triumph here aſſume - - 
| The honors each may claim ! - 
This ſocial ſcene with ſmiles ſurvey ! 
© To Friendſhip and to Fame! 
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Fend. Before Wir Higley u with thy rains hs 
=_  - epifites on hiſtory, I was hôt achuarnted with chat ainiable 
* 


1 e WF! 1 the” 
Ps | . With een and indignant prides Tp fs. 
: 5 Has Row's bewail'd her fate; 
„„ Ad moors cht Tire, in Heoo' hour | 
| as ot hp eee . 1 


. W x 
Oer Livy's mutilated page, 
4 How deep was her regret! 3 
| | Fouch'd by this Queen, in ruin grand, 
See? Glory, by an Engliſh hand, 
Wenne 
F 5 „ 
And rais'd, like Rowx's immortal Pame, | | 
{mp | By Genius and by Toll, 4H 2 05 
Tue ſplentlid Work is crown'd to- UU, 
On which Oblivion ne er ſhall prey, a 
Nor Envy make her ſpoil i 


Tue Aub, exult I and view not abw 
7 With jealous glanee each nation's brow, 
5 Where Hiſt' ry's palm has ſpread! 
In every path of liberal art, | 5 22 
Thy $ons to distinction ſtart, 
„ A e r en 


Science for Thee a NR wW To rais'd; 
For thy renown a SR Tran blaz'd,. t.. 
Lord of the drama's ſphere! -—- 
In different flelds to equal praife 8 | 
See Hiſt'ry now thy GIBBON raiſe I, 
To ſhine without a peer! | | 


: raw Ms | 
| And bleſs to-day the double birthy oo 
That proudeſt joy may claim, 1 | T 
Ie t artleſs Truth this honnige pay, RED 
And conſecrate the feſtive dax 
N 
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„ third vblumes'a; and in the ſummer of 


178 eee GEE Ons: 


i 
's * SONNET to EDWARD ois Bo. el 0 
On the Publication of his Second and Third Fang . Aug 
WITH proud delight th + p60 ee „ 
On the new beauty of his ſecond Rome, „ 
'When on his eager eye rich temples blaz d, 
And his fair city roſe in youthful bloom : 
A pride more. noble may thy heart aſſume, 7 275 
© GipBon gopingion aby growing works 
In which, conſtructed for a happier doom, 
No. haſty marks of vain ambition lux: 
Thou may'ſt deride both Time's deſtructtve Way,, 
And baſer Envy's beauty-mangling dirk —- + - 
Thy gorgeous fabric, plann'd with wiſe delay, | 
Shall baffle foes more favage than the Turk ; ED. 2 
As ages multiply, its fame ſhall a, © 8 bg 
| And earth muſt periſh ere its ſplendor dies. ale , 


$ — Imoooonn—— 2 n 1 5 + 


+ A Cary of InvITATION 1 to Mr. GiB on er 1 1 | 


AN Bnglih ſparrow, perten he, 7. 
"Who chirps beneath his native tree, 5 i 
©  "Sfearing the Roman eagle's near, 
And deeling more reſpect than fr. 
Thus, with united love and awe, 
Invites him to his ſhed of ſtraw. 
Tho? he is but a twittering ſparrow, 
The field he hops in rather narrow, 
When nobler plumes attract his view 
He ever pays them homage due, | 
He looks with reverential wonder 
On him, whoſe talons bear the thunder 3 ; 
Nor could the Jackdaws:&er inveigle 
His voice to vilify the eagle, 
Thoꝰ iſſuing from the holy tors, 
In which they build their warmeſt bow m, 
Their ſovereign's haunt they flyly ſearch, 
In hopes to catch him on his perch, | T7 
(For Pindar ſays, beſide his God | > 
The thunder-bearing bird oil nod, | 
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tion of the eee who chirped in the gra, 
of Eartham, near Chicheſter. As moſt of the former pur 
_  chaſers were naturally deſirous of completing their ſets, , 
the ſale of the quarto edition was quick and eaſy; and *, 5 

coctavo fize was printed, to ſatisfy at a cheaper rate the 


public demand. The concluſion of my work was gene- 


rally read, and variouſly judged. The ſtyle has been ex- 
poſed to much academical criticiſm ; a religious clamour 
was revived, and the reproach of indecency has been loudly | 
echoed by the rigid cenſors of morals. I never could 
underſtand the elamour that has been raiſed againſt the in- 
decency: of my three laſt volumes. 1. An equal degree of 
freedom in the former part, eſpecially in the firſt volume, 
| had paſſed without reproach. 2. I am juſtified in painting. 
the manners of the times; the vices of Theodora form an 
eſſential feature in the reign and character of Juſtinian., - 
3. My Engliſh text is chaſte, and all licentious paſſages 
are left in the obſcurity of a learned language. Le Latin 
dans ſes mots brave Phannttett, ſays the correct Boileau, in a 
country and idiom more ſcrupulous than our own, Vet, 
upon the whole, the Hiſtory of the Decline and Fal 


ſeems to have ſtruck root, both at home and abroad, and. 
may, perhaps, a hundred years hence ſtill continue to 


be abuſed. I am leſs flattered by Mr. Porſon's high enco- 


Then, peeping round his ſtill retreat, | , 
They pick from underneath his ſeet = 
Some molted-feather he lets fall, 

And ſwear he cannot fly at all. 
Lord of the ſky l whoſe pounce-can tear 
Theſe croakers, that infeſt the air, 
Truſt him ! the ſparrow loves to fing - 
The praiſe of thy imperial wing 
He thinks thou'lt deem him, on his word, 
An honeft, though familiar bird; 5 
And hopes thou ſoon wilt condeſcend 
To look upon thy little friend ; Ls 1 
A vifit from the bird of Jove. ; 
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| va a ths Bj nd t et bly hiſtory,” than I am ſa- 
tisfied with his honourable teſtimony to my attention, dili- 
gence, and accuracy; thoſe humble virtues, which religious 
zeal had moſt audaciouſiy denied. The ſweetneſs of his 
praiſe is tempered by a reaſonable mixture of acid s. As 
the book may not be common in England, I ſhall tran- 
ſcribe my own character from the Bibliotheca Hiſtorica of 
Meuſelius 4, a learned and laborious German. Summis 
« vi noſtri hiſtorieis Gibbonus fine dubio adnumerandus 
« eſt. Inter capitolii ruinas ſtans primum hujus operis 
« ſcribendi conſilium cepit. Florentiſſimos vitæ annos col- 
« ligendo et laborando eidem impendit. Enatum inde mo- 
4 numentum re perennius, licet paſſim appareant ſiniſtre 
« dia, minus perfecta, veritati non ſatis conſentanea. Vi- 
* demus quidem ubique fere ſtudium ſerutandi verita- 
@ temque ſcribendi maximum: tamen fine Tillemontio 
« duce ubi ſcilicet hujus hiſtoria finitur ſæpius noſter titu- 
« bat atque hallucinatur. Quod vel maxime fit, ubi de 
© rebus Eccleſiaſticis vel de juris prudentia Romana (tom. 
Civ.) tradit, et in aliis locis. Attamen ' nevi hujus ge- 
6 neris haud impediunt quo minus operis ſummam et 
4 ene præclare diſpoſitam, delectum rerum ſapientiſſi- 
mum, argutum quoque interdum, dictionemque ſeu ſty- 
um hiſtorico æque ac philoſopho digniſſimum, et vix a 
© quoque alio Anglo, Humio ac Robertſono haud exceptis 
© (prereptum? ) vehementur laydemus, atque ſæculo noſtro 
de hujuſmodi hiſtoria gratulemur. . . . . Gibbonus adyer- 
© farios cum in tum extra patriam nactus eft, quia propaga- 
© ttonem religionis Chriſtianz, non, ut vulgo, fieri ſolet, 
© aut more Theologorum, ſed ut H 0s pp et Philoſophum 7 
K decet, expoluerat.” 

The French, Italian, and German ee have been 
exeguted with various ſucceſs ; but, inſtead of patronizing, 
| ſhould willingly ſuppreſs ſuch imperfe& copies, which 
injure the character, while they propagate the name of the 

dv N ; author. 


* Soc his preface, page 38. zà·· f vel. iv. part 1. page 305. 344- 


— . 
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| EW The firſt Gans had been OY Abe faih- 


fully, tranſlated into French by M. Le Clerc de Sept- 
chenes, a young gentleman. of a ſtudious character and 
liberal fortune. After his deceaſe the work was continued 
| by two manufacturers of Paris, M. M. Deſmuniers and 
Cantwell: but the former is now an active member in the 
national aſſembly, and the undertaking languiſhes in the 
hands of his aſſociate. The ſuperior merit of the inter- 
preter, or his language, inclines me to prefer the Italian 
verſion: but I wiſh that it were in my power to read 


the German, which is -praiſed by the beſt judges. | The 


Iriſh pirates are at once my friends and my enemies. 
But ] cannot be diſpleaſed with the two numerous and 
correct impreſſions which have been publiſhed for the 
uſe of the continent at Baſil in Switzerland. The 
conqueſts. of our language and literature are not con- 
fined to Europe alone, and a writer who ſucceeds in Lon- 
don, is ſpeedily read on the banks of the Delaware and the 
Ganges 

In the preface of he fourth 8 his: 1 18 


in the name of an Engliſhman, I announced my approach- 


ing return to the neighbourhood of the Lake of Lau- 
ſanne. This laſt trial confirmed my aſſurance that I had 
wiſely choſen for my own happineſs; nor did I once, in 
a year's viſit, entertain a- wiſh of ſettling in my native 
country. Britain is the free and fortynate iſland ; but 
where is the ſpot. in which I could unite the comforts and 
beauties of my eftabliſhment at Lauſanne ? The tumult 
of London aſtoniſhed my eyes and ears; the amuſements 
of public. places were no longer adequate to the trouble; 
the clubs and aſſemblies were filled with new faces and 
young men; and our beſt ſociety, our long and late din- 


ners, would ſoon bave hou en to my health. 
Mn 


by of their ſourteen octavo . the two lat include the whole body of the 
notes. The public importunity had forced me to remove them from the end of 
the volume to the bottom of the page z but I bave often repented of my com. 
pliance. 


S 


MY LIFE AND, WRITINGS. = 


Without any ſhare in the alte wheel, 1 muſt be idle and 
inſignificant : yet the molt ſplendid temptations would not 
have enticed-me to engage a ſecond time in the ſervitude of 


parliament or office. At Tunbridge, ſome weeks after 


the publication of my Hiſtory, I reluctantly quitted Lord 
and Lady Sheffield, and, with a young Swiſs friend“, whom 


T had introduced to the Engliſh world, I purſued the road 


of Dover and Lauſanne. My habitation was embelliſhed in 
my abſence, and the laſt diviſion of books, which followed 
my ſteps, increaſed my choſen library to the number of 
between ſix and ſeven thouſand volumes. My ſeraglio 
was ample, my choice was free, my appetite was keen. 
After a full repaſt on Homer and Ariſtophanes, I involved 
myſelf in the philoſophic maze of the writings of Plato, 
of which the dramatic is, perhaps, more intereſting than 
the argumentative part: but I ſtepped aſide into every 
path of quay. Nx A or reflection accidentally 
opened. : 

Alas! the joy of my pan; and my ſtudious W | 
were ſoon damped by the melancholy ſtate of my friend 
Mr. Deyverdun. His health and ſpirits had long ſuffered 
a gradual decline, a ſucceſſion of apoplectic fits announced 
his diſſolution ; and before he expired, thoſe who loved 
him could not wiſh for the continuance of his life. The 


voice of reaſon might congratulate his deliverance, but the 


feelings of nature and friendſhip could be ſubdued only 
by time: his amiable character was ftill alive in my re- 
nembrance; ; each room, each walk, was imprinted with 
our common footſteps ; and I ſhould bluſh at my own phi- 
loſophy, if a long interval of ſtudy had not preceded and 
followed the death of my friend. By his laſt will he left 
to me the option of purchaſing his houſe and garden, or 
of poſſeſſing them during my life, on the payment either 
of a ſtipulated price, or of an eaſy retribution to his kinſ- 

| N 2 man 
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| man and beir. A ſhould probably have been e by the : 


demon of property, if ſome legal difficulties had · not been 
| againſt my title: a conteſt would have been vers. 
tious, doubtful, and invidious; and the beir moſt grate- 
fully ſubſcribed an agreement, which rendered my life- | 
| poſſeſſion. more perfect, and his future condition more 
advantageous. Yet I had often revolved the judicious lines 
in which . ©o0e, anſwers the e of al e 


friend: i EIN 30 500 | 1 


EY to build without o or child or „ ; 

Why, you'll enjoy it only all your life: 
wel, if the uſe be mine, does it concern one, 
Whether the name belong to Pope or Vernon? f 


The certainty of my tenure has allowed: me to 170 out a 
- conſiderable ſum in improvements and alterations: they 
have been executed with ſkill and taſte; and few men of 
letters, perhaps, in Europe, are fo deſirably lodged as my- 
ſelf, But I feel, and with the decline of years I ſhall 
more painfully feel, that I am alone in paradiſe, - Among 
the circle of my acquaintance at Lauſanne, I have gra- 
dually acquired the ſolid and tender friendſhip of à re- 
ſpecable family: the four perſons of whom it is compoſed 
are all endowed with the virtues beſt adapted to their age 
and ſituation ; and I am encouraged to love the parents 
as a brother, and the children as a father. Every day 
we ſeek and find the opportunities of meeting: yet even 
this valuable connection cannot ee the loſs. & 1. 
"WW W 
Within the laſt two or three years our re has 
ln clouded by the diſorders of France: many families at 
Lauſanne were alarined and affected by the terrors of an im- 
pending bankruptey; but the revolution, or rather the diſſo- 
lution of We has been heard and felt in the adjacent 


lands. 
| I beg 


The family of de Sever”. 
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I beg leave to ſubſcribe my aſſent to Mr. Burke's creed 
on the revolution of France. I admire his eloquence, I ap- 


prove his politics, I adore his chivalry, and I can almoſt 


excuſe "his reverence for church eſtabliſhments. I have 
ſometimes thought of writing à dialogue of the dead, in 
which Lucian, Eraſmus, and Voltaire ſhould mutually ac- 
knowledge the danger of expoſing an old ſuperſtition to the 
contempt of the blind and fanatic multitude. | 

A ſwarm of emigrants of both ſexes, who eſcaped PREY 
the public ruin, has been attracted by the vicinity, the 
manners, and the language of Lauſanne ; and our narrow 
habitations in town and country are now occupied by the 


firſt names and titles of the departed monarchy. 'Theſe 


noble fugitives are entitled to our pity ; they may claim our 
eſteem, but they cannot, in their preſent ſtate of mind and 
fortune, much contribute to our amuſement. - Inftead of 
looking down as calm and idle ſpectators on the theatre of 
Europe, our domeſtic harmony is ſomewhat embittered by 
the infuſion of party ſpirit: our ladies and gentlemen aſſume 
the character of ſelf-taught politicians ; and the ſober die- 
tates of wiſdom and experience are ſilenced by the clamour 
of the triumphant democrates. The fanatic miſſionaries of 
edition have ſcattered the ſeeds of diſcontent in our cities 
and villages, which had flouriſhed above two hundred and 
fifty years without fearing the approach of war, or feeling 
the weight of government. Many individuals, and ſome 
communities, appear to be infeſted with the Gallic phrenzy, 
the wild theories of equal and boundleſs freedom; but I truſt 
that the body of the people will be faithful to their ſovereign 
and to themſelves; and I am ſatisfied that the failure or ſuc- - 
ceſs of a revolt would equally terminate in the ruin of the 
country. While the ariſtocracy of Bern protects the happi- 
neſs, it is ſuperfluous to enquire whether it be founded in 
the rights, of man: the œconomy of the ſtate is liberally 
ſupplied without the aid of taxes; and the magiſtrates muſt 
reign with prudence and equity, ſince "OF are unarmed in 
the midſt of an armed n nation. 


| 1 


ee femur laws, Tile Raid rights obt fam. 
reſt of money. The republic has nearly 500,000. : ſterling 


omen be averted) I can only declare, that the firſt ſtroke of 
a rebel drum would be the Sqn of gin. depar 
ture. 55 


lity, and a natural diſpoſition to repoſe rather than to acti- 
vity: ſome miſchievous appetites and habits have perhaps 
been corrected by philoſophy or time. The love of ſtudy, 


| plies each day, each 1 8 with a den are ſource of inde- 
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in the 'Engliſh funds, and the amount of their treaſure is 
unknown to the citizens themſelves. For myſelf (may the 


When I n ne common lot of mortality 1 
mult acknowledge that I have drawn a high prize in the 
lottery. of life. The far greater. part of the globe is over- 
ſpread with barbariſm or ſlavery: in the civilized world, 
the moſt numerous claſs is condemned to ignorance ; and po- 
verty; and the double fortune of my birth in a free and 
enlightened country, in an honovrable and wealthy family | 
is the lucky chance of an unit againft millions. The gene- ri 


ral probability is about three to one, that a new-born in- rie 


fant will not live to complete his fiftieth year v. I have now M 
paſſed that age, and may fairly eſtimate the preſent value of cat 
my exiſtence in the n n of mind body and 12 
eſtat. ent 
OE The firſt nd indiſpenſable requiſite of wands is a tio 
clear conſcience, unſullied by the regroneh or remembrance 80 
of: an unworthy action, 7 | | 


— Hic murus zheneus ets, ES | 
Nil conſcire ſibi, nulla palleſcere culpa. 


1 am endowed with a cheerful temper, a moderats ſenſibi· 


a paſſion which derives freſh vigour from enjoyment, ſup- 


pendent 


ebe, ee > Fe euratle, tam vi. page zabcoals 
of a given number of new-born infants, ene half, by the fault of nature d 
man, is extinguiſhed before the age of puberty and reaſon.—A melanchol 
calculation! 
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3 pleaſure ;-and Lam not uten ep 
decay of the mental faculties. The original ſoil has been 


highly improved by cultivation; but it may be queſtioned; 
whether ſome flowers of fancy, ſome. grateful errors, have 
not been eradicated with the weeds of prejudice. | 2. Since 
I have eſcaped from the long perils of my childhood, the 
ſerious advice of a phyſician has ſeldom been requiſite. 
« The madneſs of ſuperfluous health” I have never known; 


but my tender conſtitution has been fortified by time, and 
the ineſtimable gift of the ſound and peaceful ſlumbers of 
infancy may be imputed both to the mind and body. 3. I 


have already deſcribed the merits of my ſociety and ſitua- 
tion; but theſe enjoyments would be taſteleſs or bitter if 


their poſſefſion were not aſſured by an annual and adequate 
ſupply. According to the ſcale of Switzerland, I am a 


rich man; and I am indeed rich, ſince my income is ſupe- 
rior to my expence, and my expence is equal to my.wiſhes. 


My friend Lord Sheffield has kindly relieved me from the 
cares to which my taſte and temper are moſt adverſe: ſhall 
Ladd, that ſince the failure of my firſt wiſhes, I have never 


entertained any ſerious thoughts of a n.. connec- 
tion? | 

I am diſcuſted with the affeRation 0 of men wel, lena ah 
complain that they have renounced a ſubſtance for a ſhadow; 


and that their fame (which ſometimes is no inſupportable 


weight) 2 5 a poor compenſation for envy, cenſure, and 


perſecutic 1 My own experience, at leaſt, has taught me 
erent 


a very di leſſon: twenty happy years have been ani- 
. mated by the labour of my Hiſtory: and its ſucceſs has 


given me a name, a rank, a character, in the world, to 


which I ſhould not otherwiſe have been entitled. The 
freedom of wy writings has indeed. 0 an implacable 


tribe; 


Mr. d' Alembert relates, that as he was 1 in the ads of Sans 8 


Souci with the King of Pruſſia, Frederic ſaid to him, ** Do you ſee that old 


 * woman, a poor weeder, aſleep on that ſunny bank? ſhe is probably a more 
© happy being than either of us.” The king and the r : 


ee for my part! „„ | 
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above ten thouſand to one, will never affect the hopes or fears of a reaſon- 


to\the buzzing of the bornets: my nerves are not 
e ig and my. literary temper is ſo. happily 
| that, I am kt. ſenſible of pain than of pleaſure. 
125 rational pride of an author may be offended, rather 
* Wer, by vague indiſcriminate praiſe; but. be can- 
not, he ſhould not, be indifferent to the fair teſtimonies of 
= and public eſteem. | Even his moral ſympathy may 
be gratified by the idea, that now, in the preſent hour, be is 
imparting ſome degree of amuſement or knowledge to his 


"friends i in a diſtant land: that one day his mind will be fi- 


miliar to the grandchildren of thoſe who are yet unborn*, 


1 cannot boaſt of the friendſhip or favour of princes; the 
patronage of Engliſh literature has long fince been devolved 
on our bookſellers, and the meaſure of their liberality is the 


leaſt ambiguous teſt of our common ſucceſs. Perhaps the 


golden mediocrity of en has contributed | to ten 
| = application. | 


The preſent is a Reeting' moment, the paſt | is no mie; 
and our proſpe& of futurity is dark and doubtful. This 


day may poſſibly be my laſt : but the laws of probability, 


ſo true in general, ſo fallacious in particular, fill allow 
POE Gs Pony: I hall n e an e 
| 25 which, 


2 In the firſt of antient as romances (Tom Jones), this proud ſen- 
timent, this feaſt of fancy, is enjoyed by the genius of Fielding.“ Come, 
« bright love of fame, &c. fill my raviſhed fancy with the hopes of charming 
sc ages yet to come. Foretel me that ſome tender maid, whoſe grandmother 
ec js yet unborn, hereafter, when, under the fiftitious name of Sophia, ſhe 
© reads the real worth which once exiſted in my Charlotte, ſhall from her ſym - 
ce pathetic breaſt ſend forth the heaving figh. Do thou teach me not only te 


© foreſee but to enjoy, nay even to feed on future praiſe. Comfort me by the 
<< folemn aſſurance, that, when the little parlour in which 1 fit at this moment 


cc ſhall be reduced to a worſe furniſhed box, I ſhall be read with honour by thoſe 


cc whe fever knew norfavy me, ad 4 22 Book 
xili. ch. 1. ; 


+ Mr. me hen e WE of the -offibility of death within the 
four-and-twenty hours, concludes that' a chance, which falls below or riſes 


able 


@ | ws os aw 


ny LIFE AND WRITINGS. 185 


which, as ; the moſt agreeable of his long life, was ſclefted 
by the judgment and experience of the ſage Fontenelle. 


His choice is approved by the eloquent hiftorian of nature, 


who fixes our moral happineſs to the mature ſeaſon in which 
our paſſions are ſuppoſed to be calmed, our duties fulfilled, 


our ambition fatisfied, our fame and fortune eſtabliſhed on a 


ſolid bafis *. In private converſation, that great and amia- 
ble man added the weight of his own experience; and this 


autumnal felicity might be exemplified in the lives of Vol- 
taire, Hume, and many other men of letters. I am far 


more inclined to embrace than to diſpute this comfortable 


doctrine. I will not ſuppoſe any premature decay of the 


mind or body; but I muſt reluctantly obſerve that two 


cauſes, the abbreviation of time, and the failure of hope, 
| will always tinge with a browner ſhade the evening of life. 


Able nun- The fat is true, t our courage is the effect of thoughtlefliele,' 


rather than of reflection. If public lottery were drawn for the choice of an 
immediate victim, and if our name were inſcribed on one of the ten thouſand 
tickets, ſhould we be perfectly eaſy ? 


See Buffon. 
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WIE N tt felt undertook to prepare Mr. Gibbons Me- 
moirs for the preſs, I ſuppoſed that it would be neceſlary to 
introduce ſome continuation of them, from the time when 


they ceaſe, namely, ſoon after his return to Switzerland in 
the year 1788; but the examination of his correſpondence 


with me ſuggeſted, that the beſt continuation would be the 
publication of his letters from that time to his death. I ſhall 
thus give more ſatisfaction, by employing the language of 
Mr. Gibbon, inſtead of my own; and the public will ſee 
him in a new and an admirable light, as a writer of letters. 
By the inſertion of a few occaſional ſentences, I ſhall obvi- 
ate the diſadvantages that are apt to ariſe from an interrupted 
narration. A prejudiced or a faſtidious critic may condemn, 
perhaps, ſome parts of the letters as trivial; but many rea- 
ders, I flatter myſelf, will be gratified by diſcovering even in 


theſe my friend's affectionate feelings, and his character in 


familiar life. His letters in general bear a ſtrong reſem- 
blance to the ſtyle and turn of his converſation ; the charac- 
teriſtics of which were vivacity, elegance, and preciſion, 
with knowledge aſtoniſhingly extenſive and correct. He 


never ceaſed to be inſtructive and entertaining; and in ge- 


neral there was a vein of pleaſantry in his converſation which 
prevented its becoming languid, even during a reſidence of 
many months with a family in the country. 


It has been ſuppoſed that he always arranged what he in- 


tended to ſay, before he ſpoke; his quickneſs in converſati 
on contradicts this notion: but it is very true, that before 
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be fat down to write a note or letter, he completely arrang- 

ed in his mind what he meant to expreſs. He purſued the 
ſame method in reſpect to other compoſition ; and he occa- 
fionally would walk ſeyeral times about his apartment before 


he had rounded a period to his taſte. „He has pleaſantly re- 


marked to me, that it ſometimes coſt him many a turn be- 
fore he could throw a ſentiment into a fortn that gratified 
his own criticiſm. His ſyſtematic habit of arrangement in 
point of ſtyle, affiſted, in his inſtance, by an excellent me- 
mory and correct judgment, is much to be recommended to 


thoſe who aſpire to any perfection in writing. 


Although the Memoirs extend beyond the time of Mi. | 
Gibbon's return to Laufanne, I fhall inſert a few Letters, 
written immediately after his arrival there, and combine 
them ſo far as to include even the laſt note which he wrote 


_ a few days previouſly to his death. Some of them contain 


few incidents; but they connect and carry on the account | 
either of his opinions or of his nr trees SY 
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EDWARD GIBBON, Eſq. 
"TO THE 


— 


Right Hon. LORD SHEFFIELD. 


# 


Lavianxe, FE 30, — 3 O clock. 


I HAVE bet a moment to ſay, before the departure of the 
poſt, that after a very pleaſant journey I arrived here about 
half an hour ago; that I am as well arranged, as if I had 
never ſtirred from this place; and that dinner on the table 
is juſt announced, Severy I dropt at his country-houſe 
about two leagues off, I juſt ſaluted the family, who dine 
with me the day after to-morrow, and return to town for 


ſome days, I hope weeks, on my account. The ſon is an 


amiable and grateful youth; and even this journey has 
taught me to know and to love him ſtill better. My ſatis- 
faction would be complete, had I not found a fad and ſerious 
alteration in poor Deyverdun: but thus our joys are che- 
quered! I embrace all; and at this moment feel the laſt 
pang of our parting at Tunbridge. Convey this letter or 
information, without delay, from Sheffield-Place to Bath. 
* a few ax I ſhall write more amply to both places. 


AFTER 
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e I, 3 


U Aren cb a2 of Mev! as * belt letter, compoſed, | 


Kniſhed, and diſpatched within half an hour after my landing, 
while the dinner was ſmoaking on the table, your know- 
| ledge of the animal muſt have taught you to expect a pro- 
portionable degree of relaxation; and you will be ſatisfied 


| to hear, that, for many Wedneſdays and Saturdays, I have © 
conſumed more time than would have ſufficed for the epiſtle, 
in deviſing. reaſons for procraſtinating it to the next poſt. 


At this very moment I begin ſo very late, as I am juſt going 
to dreſs, anddine in the country, that I can take only the 


benefit of the date, October the firſt, and muſt 7s content 


to ſeal and t my letter next e 


Oasber the 4th. 


SATURDAY is now arrived, and I much doubt whether I | 
ſhall have time to finiſh. I aroſe, as uſual, about ſeven; 


but as I knew I ſhould have ſo much time, you know it 


would have been ridiculous to begin any thing before break- 


faſt, When I returned from my breakſaſt- room to the li- 
brary, unluckily 1 found on the table ſome new and intereſt 
ing books, which inſtantly caught my attention; and with- 
out injuring my correſpondent, I could ſafely beſtow a ſin- 
gle hour to gratify my curioſity. Some things which I 
found in them inſenſibly led me to other books, and other 


enquiries ; the morning has ſtolen away, and J ſhall be ſoon 


ſammoned to dreſs and dine with the two Severys, father 
and ſon, who are returned from the country on a diſagreea- 
ble errand, an illneſs of Madame, from which ſhe is howe- 
ver recovering. Such is the faithful picture of my mind 


and manners, and from a ſingle day di iſce omnes. After hav- © 
ing been ſo long chained to the oar, in a ſplendid galley in- 


deed, I freely and fairly enjoy my liberty as I promiſed in 
py preface; range without controul over the wide expapſe 


of 
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of my library; converſe, as | my fancy prompts: ms, with 
| poets and hiſtorians, philoſophers and orators, of every age 
and language; and often indulge my meditations in the in- 
vention and arrangement of mighty works, which I ſhall 
probably never find time or application to execute. My 
garden, bergeau, and pavilion often varied the ſcene of my 
ſtudies; the beautiful weather which we have enjoyed exhi- 
larated * nn and I again taſted the wiſdom and happi- 
2 a. very ne calamity, which took from me for above a 
fortnight all thoughts of ſtudy, of amuſement, and even f 
correſpondence. I mentioned in my firſt letter the uneaſi - 
neſs I felt at poor Deyverdun's declining health, how much 
the pleaſure of my life was embittered by the ſight of a ſuf- 
fering and languid friend. - The joy of our meeting ap- 
peared at firſt to revive him; and, though not ſatisfied, I 
began to think, at leaſt to hope, that he was every day 
gaining ground; when, alas | one morning I was ſuddenl7 
recalled from my bergeau to the houſe, with the dreadful in- 
telligence of an apoplectic ſtroke; I found him ſenſeleſs: 
the beſt aſſiſtance was inſtantly collected; and he had the 
aid of the genius and experience of Mr. Tiſſot, and of the 
aſſiduous care of another phyſician, who for ſome time 
ſcarcely quitted his bedſide either night or day. While I 
was in momentary dread of a relapſe, with a confeſſion 
from his phyſicians that ſuch a relapſe muſt be fatal, you 
will feel that I was much more to be pitied than my friend. 
At length, art or nature triumphed over the enemy of life. 
I was ſoon aſſured that all immediate danger was paſt : and 
now for many days I have had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing him 
recover, though by flow degrees, his health and ftrength, 
his fleep and appetite, . He now walks about the garden, 
and receives his particular friends, but has not yet gone 
abroad. His future health will depend very much upon his 
own prudence : but, at all events, this has been a very ſe- 
rious warning; and the lighteſt indiſpoſition will hereafter 


| aſſume a _y formidable _m_ But let us turn from this 
| melan- 


tao che lakes and mountains of Switzerland, and I was ins- 
formed that he was arrived at the Lyon d'Or. I ſent a com- 

pliment; he anſwered it in perſon, and ſettled at my houſe 

for the remainder of the day, I have eat and drank, and 
converſed and far up all ſe OO Fox in England: bu ut i 
never has happe 1% K 1 ; 2 bs 
morning till ten at night, Poor Deyverdun, before his ac- 


33.51 


* 


cident, wanted ſpirits to appear, and has regretted it fince. | 


 Okir/converſation never flagged a moment; and he ſeemed 
oro ghly pleaſed with the place and with his company, 


ſuch a character of Pitt, as one great man ſhould give of 
another his rival: much of books, from my own, on whi 
he flattered me very pleaſantly, to Homer and the Arabian, 
Nights : much about the country, my garden (which he 
underſtands far better than I do), and, upon the whole, I 
think he envies me, and would do ſo were he miniſter, 
The next morning I gave him a guide to walk him about 
the town and country, and invited ſome company to meet 
him at dinner. The following day he continued his jou ney 
to Bern and Zurich, and I have heard of him by variou # 
means. The people gaze on him as a prodigy, but he bes 
little inclination to converſe with them, * * *. Our 
- friend Donglus has been curious, attentive, agreeable 
jn every place where he has reſided ſome p< he 1 
acquaintance who eſteem and regret him: I never knew [7 
clear and general an impreſſion. Tet 1997 
After this long letter I have yet many ang to fay, 

though” note of any preffing conſequence. I hope you are Are 7 
not idle in the deliverance of Beriton, though the late events 
afid edicts in France begin to reconcile me to the pol. 


ſeſſion of dirty acres. What think you of Necker "and 


the States . hs Are! not the Public: SOBEL too 
2 28 U | n f 
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ald enjoy him as J did chat day, alone, from ten in dhe 


We had little politics; though he gave me, in a few words, . 3 
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fanguine ? Adieu. I will write ſoon to 2 
nk avs not any parieular ſubject for her ear! BVver 


yours. 78 a bun g# 8 8 ys 4 hy I „ + 23% 5B. Ls +. 
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AsI "have x no POR but yourſelf, 1 ee N 
been reduced to the ſtale and ſtupid communications of the 
newſpapers, if you had not diſpatched me an excellent 
ſketch of the extraordinary ſtate of things. In ſo new a 
caſe the  ſalus populi muſt be the firſt law; and any. extraordi= 
nary acts of the two remaining. branches of the legil 4 
muſt be excuſed by neceſſity, and ratified by gear . 


ſent.. $$ #/# # # # # &S 


n Till ings a fudder c. 


journal. 
From kingston, I deſcend to farms. #*. . . f 
„ oh te as 
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a | Laveannn, Dec. 13. 1788. 
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„„ „„ „ $ * #, Of public” 
affairs can only hear with curioſity and wonder: care- 
leſs as you may think me, I fee] myſelf deeply inte- 
reſted. You muſt now write often; 3 make Miſs Firth 
copy any curious fragments; and ſtir up any of my. well- 
informed acquaintance, Batt, Douglas, Adam, perhaps 
Lord Loughborough, to * wed me; I will an- 
ſwer them. 
We are now cold nad gay at 8 "The. Severys 
came to town yeſterday. - Law a good deal of Lords Malmſ- 
bury and Beauchamp, and their ladies ; Ellis, of the Rol- 
liad, was with them ; I like him much: I gave them a 
dinner. 

Adieu for the preſent. Den is not work. 
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ial een 221 TER PUR 2 A1 WY 1 
gonad? cle Beal 28 Cad 3513. 03 Ades dend aa hag 
_ 11*Brvdne your Itrke" which I feet 
An the imxious tuarion of a king, 
Sauer from tis geiera 
gagement: T tad abſtaitied from writing, fot fear of dh 


ping 'a''word, or betra hs A feeling; 'which "might render 
you | too preg or too On che Enel St ef Api 
between twelve and two, I reflefted- that the Viiſtneſs "was "'W 


determined; and each Tucceeding day 1 computed the 00 y 


approach of your meſſenger, with favourable - or elan. 


choly tidings. When I broke the ſeal, I expected to read, 
What 4 damned unlucky ier you are! Nothing tale- 


© rable was offered, and I indignantly withdrew the eſtate?” 
I u remember the fate of poor Lenborough, and I was 


afraid of your magnanimity, &c. It is whimſical enough, 
but it is human nature, that I now begin to think of the 
foundations of land, and the airy, fabric of the 


funds. , 1 not t only conſent, but even wiſh, to havę eight or 


ds on a good mortgage. Tbe pipes of 
wine ils ah to me was ſeized, and would 88 
Aſcated, if the government of Berne had not treated me 


with the moſt flattering and diſtinguiſhed civility. they not 


only releaſed the wine, but they paid out of their own.pycket 
We! ſhares/to which the balliff and the informer were entitled 


| hy law; I mould not forget that the bailiff refuſed to accept of 


"his part. [Poor Deyverdun s conſtitution is quite 
be bas had two or three attacks, not ſo violent as the firſt: 


every time the door is haſtily opened, I expect to hear gf 


ſome fatal, accident: the beſt or worſt hopes of the;phyli 
dans are only chat he may linger ſome time longer; but, if 
beflives till the ſummer, they propoſe ſending him to ſore 
mineral waters at Aix, in Savoy... Vou will be glad to herr 
| that I am -now-allured of poſſeſfing, during my life, this 
| delightful houſe. amd garden. The act has been lately exe: 
cuted in: the beſt form, and the handſomeſt manger... 
now not what to ſay of yout miracles at home: we rejoice 
4: ) ef, in 
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ceived yehetday, Ties 
who Hou fly expect a 
„wich the hetys f 3 beef A. 
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In the king's recovery, and its mjniſterjal « 
. hope, ar leat he ce 


N goin nie wee n, Expects 


N e determined 
that-we Wend logk dur er a hoyl | 3 lefs « 
chan Joh may poſſibly. - a Aang neh bos, Laer 
cammend to v the, Count. de Mixabeau's great, Work, 
A 9, ls Was Prufſiennys 4; wth: r LOG pode of 
wachige. « Carcolpondense £ 
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cee are in ide] 2 wits, ee, basel and intel 
timable friend; 3 and as our virtues : are often orte del WIH 


bur Rults, if you were more tame and placid, You Woll 


| be'pethaps of les uſe und value. A very it 


& 

cels und mutual ſatisfaction: we ſeem 10 rün before" the 
wind with a proſperous Jas; a, unleſß wwe fhould'ſtrixe 
on ſome” ſecret rocks which I do not foreſee,” fall, ou t 
before che 31ſt July, enter the harbour of Content; though 
Tcannot purſue the metaphor by zaun ae. ſhall” ' 
ine our operation js af f very ohe 1 N 1 coal 
nat eaſily, forgive myſelf for Hanne hf 12 Ark. 
with parchmems and /aftproies, id 1 not" reflet that 
probs ris the laſt gr! üble x 
en my -46qoune; and phat after he Hbpurs ard 2 . 
crenty years, 1 thall at: . mize" T haye A 
Bebel err a clear ane eee Es 
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_ of King in ghis gopnyy, 3 fixſk lord of; trades, or 
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be. Agaid and again I muſt repeat my hope; that e il 
. of her life may not be 


ſpieioh, df fear or diſcontent. What new 
Sele es prefer, che funds; the mortgage; of yr 


land? It all events ſhe muſt be made eafy. I wrote to 


ber again ſome” time ago, and begged! that if ſhe were- tob 


weak to write; ſhe would defire Mrs. Gould or Mrs. Hot. 
royd to give me a line cotßcerning ber ſtate of health. To 
this no anſwer; F am afraid the'is diſpleaſed. e slöh 366 
No for the diſpoſal of the money: 1 approve of the 
8000!. mortgage on Beriton; and honour your prudenee in 


not ſhe wing, by the compariſon of the rent and intefeſt, 


how fooliſh it is to purchaſe land. 6 * * „ * ** 
„ W 1 * 2 W W W W * #04 
e e e e 7,0. View Wo 
chance of my drawing a conſiderable fum into this con- 


5 try, for an arrangement which you yourſelf muſt approve, 


but which I have not time to explain at- preſerit. For the - 


fake of diſpatching, by this evening's poſt, an anſwer to 
your letter which arrived this morning, I confine: myſelf to 
| the” needful,/ but in che courſe of a rags rn ſend a 
'niore ſn re”: Adieu. Ever e TR A DR 
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. Dean Pe is no more: he expired aturday the 
0 inſtant: and in his unfortunate ſituation, death could 


only be viewed by himſelf, and by his friends, in the light 


. ofa conſummation. devoutly to be wiſhed... Since Septem- 
ber he has. had a dozen apoplectic ſtrokes, more or leſs 
violent: in the intervals between them his ſtrength gra- 
Qually decayed; every principle of life was exhauſted ; and 
had be continded to drag a miſerable exiſtence, he muſt 
probably bave. ſurvived the loſs of his faculties. Of all 
| oi this Was what be himſelf moſt. ee 


but 
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dend reflection lad prepared me /for .the 


events ya te-bibies —— —„ 
are not ſo eaſily broken. Tbe firſt days, anders eſpcei- 


ally the firſt nights, were indeed painful. Laſt Wedneſdaꝝ 
and Saturday it would pot have been in my power to write! 
J muſt now recollec̃t myſelf,; ſince it is neceſſary: for me not 
only to ĩmpart the news, but to alk your opinion in a very 


ſerious and doubtſul queſtion, which muſt be decided with- 
out loſs of time. I ſhall ſtate the facts, but as 1 am on the 
ſpot, and as new lg apy ow I do not [a implicit 


obedience, - on 


Mok eee e dns x-with; a | female 1 5 


couſin ſettled ſomewhere in the north of Germany, and 
whom 1 believe he had never ſeen, would have been his 
heir at law. In the next degree he had ſeveral couſins; 
and one of theſe, an old companion, by name M. de Mon- 
teguys he hes chaſen for his heir. As this houſe and gar- 
len vs the beſt and eleateſt part of poor Deyverdun's for- 
tune z as there is a heayy duty or fine (what they call Jads 
_ on; every change of property out of the legal deſcent; as 
Montagny has a ſmall eſtate and a large family; it was ne- 
ceſſary to make ſome proviſion in his favour... The will 
therefore leayes me the option of enjoying this place during 
my life, on paying the ſum of 2501, (I reckon in _— 
money) at preſent, and an annual rent of 30l.; or elſe, of 
pu 
- the duty, will amount to 2500. If I value che rent of 
ol. at twelve years purehaſe, I may acquire my enjoyment 
for life at about the rate of 6001, ; and the remaining rgdol. 
wilk be the difference between that tenure and abſolute per- 
_ petal property. "As you” have never accuſed me ot too 
much zeal for the intereſt of poſterity; you will: eaſily gueſs 
dich ſeale at firſt preponderated. I deeply felt the advan- 
tage of acquiring, for the ſmaller wy every poſſible enjoy- 
Went * as 1 myſelf ſhould be: af 
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ng the houſe and garden for a ſum which, including 5 


able of enjoying: - 
rejected. 
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* T with to God this houſe had been your 7 Suede has 
B uo bud vient or fon. bf wife 7 e 


Il. it the uſe Hg mines oe | it, concern. 


« wa Was # icant eue men 1 tarbed 
yall my real or nominal friends; who exHert me i þ prefer 
E right of purchaſe: among ſack friends; ſoine Scarf 


felfiſh or ſocial affectiom by by ſome ViRBIE of ind ind 


2 frorm my firſt propenſity; 5 and theſe releQions 1 win 1 65 
ceed to enumerate ; * „ ee 


Tie had the pleaſure 6f fr heating from you vety lately, 
I Hatter wyſelf that you adyance ön A catpet road, and Yar 


Beritofi; will be trabſmuted into ſixteen thöufand pourids*: if 
the payment be riot abſslutely completed By that day, 886 
Will nor ke ruphe; J ſappoſe; depoliting the 26 geh 
to meet. my. fraught. Should he heſitate, 1 cl defirs Dit 
jel io felt quanitio fe of my Mott antutties. | As" ef 
as the new ſettlement of i ny 125 is made, 1 hat Ws 
Ring this fuin, to to ſquare my genes to my i 


Kc. 8 
On ware Pda 8 ? am Pera leſs elfi and 


| : 155 C at Felt night: indesd, ware 
1 15 not, ie" — ry kal 
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e cries: FLY it 14 280 ian 


I « you'll: enjoy it only all yout life, . 3 1. 410 66; KY; | 


and ſons ire ignorant; arid the judgtbent of thoſt; wh 1 
able and willing to form an opinion, is often biaſes ? by Tool, 
But my oon refleRions- have gradually and fret) ; Bia 
1. Lein make this pourcbaße with 18 ind prince, "AF 


s[moſt by the receipt of this Tetter (July 3if) he ucrts of 


my 
«> 


2 nx 


F 

- 

YO 
©. 

* — 


* 
„ 


y 


Wet .. 5 CA : 2 
* LD * i * L\ 
2 — * 2 * 
. . a "I 
. * 9 — as * * 4 


— — that ide is 3 | 


- 


and ehimenieal.. HOT $959 d Seel eic 020 V. 1 
LY The heir, Mr. de Montagny; is an id 80 * ata 

My ſituation of 2 life. halder is rather new — 2 

this country: the laws have not provided ſor many nice 

2 Dan d dee and e 


W 0 0 very might > Was and 2 ig the 3, he might" 
forbd my Jending to a friend, inſps& my conduct, check 
my improyeme: uu, ,call for ſecurities, repairs, Sc, But 
if 1 —. walk on my own terrace fierce Ne eredh,. 


5 of, oy of the. moſt. he. 


Sh ald 1 ever W 3 (you flare, bat fuck 
an event is leſs improbable than I could have thought jt 
two years ag0,) this place | by pute by rangers 
NN | 

Weigh theſe reaſons, and ſend me without delay a 
tional explicit opinion, to which I ſhall pay ſuch ret 
the nature of circumſtances will allow, But, alas 4 5 
all is determined, I ſhall poſſe this houſe, by whatſoever 
tenure, without friendſhip. or « neſtic ſociety. I did nat 
imagine, fix years ago, that a plan of. life ſo congenial to | 
0 e would ſo ſpeedily | vaniſh; 1 calnor write upon 
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= . eee ire dlſagteeuble 
Jin themſelves; alurming im their conſveſuences, andi peculi- 
varly unpleaſant at the preſtnt moment, wen T hoped to 
have formed and ſecureil the arrangements of my ſuture 
lite. 1 do not perfectly underſtand what ate theſe deeds 


-which are ſo inſlexibly required; the wills and marriage. | 0 
ſetelements I have ſufficiently anſwered. But your argu- fi 

* ments do not convince , and Ihave very little hope ti 
from the Lenborough ſearch? Whit will be the event? Af uf 


his objections are only the reſult of legal ſerupuloſity, ſurely 


cchey might be remow and every chink might be file, 
by a general bond of inddeminity) in which J boldly: afle:you ty 
to join as it will be a ſubſtantial important act of friend- ev 
ſbip; without any poſſible riſk-to-yourlſelf or your ſuccelloes, or 
| Should he ſtiſl remain obdurate, I muſt believe hat I :al- to 
„ ready ſuſpect, that repents of his purchaſe, and wiſhes an 
to elude the concluſion, Our caſe would be then hopeleſs, an 
ibi omnis efuſus labor, and the eſtate would be returned on the 


our bands with the taint of à bad title. The refuſal of 
mortgage does not pleaſe me; but ſurely our offer ſhews 
ſome confidence in the goodneſs of my title. If he will not 


1ST 


take eight thouſand pounds at four pes cent. we muſt look rel. 

out elſewhere; new doubts and delays will ariſe, and I am in 

: . perſuaded that you will not place an implicit oonfidenoe in fave 
any attorney. I know not as yet your opinion about my ſult 
Eauſanne purchaſe. If you are againſt it, the preſent poſi- ſtre 

tion of affairs gives you great advantage, &c. & . The Ik 
Severys are all well; an uncommon circumſtance: for the not 

four perſons of the family at once. They are now at Mex, : yea 

1 country- houſe fix miles from hence, which: I viſit to- exe 
morrow for two or three days. They often come to town, pati 
and we ſhall contrive to paſs a part of the autumn together 178 
at Rolle. I want to change the ſcene; and beautiful as turn 

the garden and proſpect muſt appear to every eye, I feel faint 


that the ſtate of my own mind caſts a gloom over them ; each 
| "wy ſpot, every walk, every bench, recals the memory of 10 270 
| thoſe 


MgO BD SUARBITED wer 
4hoſe-hours; lof thoſe converſations; which nm 


vuriting to- day, though; I da not fd I have aid anything 

very material.. A uſt be conſcious.thatqpoy hae, 
agitated me, yo will nat poſtpone any agrecablef or een 
deriſiue intelligence, I almoſt heſitate, whether I ſhalbrun 
. from poor Deyverdun's ſhade, which meets me at every 
turn. I did not expect to have felt his loſs ſo ſharply. But 

r re- 15 Why are we ſo far off? N. S 60H 
Once more, What is the diſficulty of the title ? Will 
men of ſenſe: in a ſenſible country, never get rid of the 


tyranny of lawyers ? more oppreſſive and ridiculous than 


moe. But E tear Mmyſelf from the ſubject. . ¶ I ebuld mot help 8 


even the old yoke of the clergy. Is not a term of ſevent⸗ | 


or eighty years, nearly twenty in my own perſon, ſufficient - 
to prove our legal poſſeſſion? Will not the records of ſines 
and recoveries atteſt that / am free from any har of entails 
andi ſettlements? Conſult ſome ſage of the law, whether 
their preſent demand be neceſſary and legal. If your ground 
be firm, forte them to execute the agreement or forſeit the 
depoſit, But if, as I much fear, they have à right, and a 
vwiſh, to elude the conſummation, would it not be better to 
releaſe them at once, than to be hung up for five years, as 
in the caſe of Lovegrove, which coſt me in the end four or 
five thouſand pounds? You are bold, you are wiſe; con- 
ſult, reſolve, act. In my penultimate- letter I dropped: a 
I know not what to ſay; my-mind-is all afloat; yet you will 
not reproach me with caprice or inconſtancy. How many 
years did you damn my ſcheme of retiring to Lauſanne I 
executed that plan; I found as much happineſs as is com- 
patible with human nature, and during four years (1783 
1787) I never breathed a ſigh of repentance. On my re- 
turn from England the ſcene was changed: I found only a 
faint ſemblance of Deyverdun, and that ſemblance was 
2 . n from * _— * n n 
ft ; N YES ES oc ar, 


—— —— te pee 


. ii country h che: paſſeflion of chis paradiſe, the, end- 


ſhip of tbe. Severys, a mote: of ocirty ſuited-to'my taſty, 
andthe enormous trouble (ind expence-of: 2 migrstiog. „ Fet; 
in England (when the prefent clouds are diſpelled) I couνj⏑jẽd 
form a very comfortable eftabliſhment in London, or rather; 
at Bath ; and T have a very noble eountry- ſeat at about ten 
miles from Euſt Grinſtead in Suſſex v, That ſpot. is dearer,, 
to me than the reſt of the three kingdoms; and I hae 
ſometimes wondered how two men, ſo oppoſite in their; 
tempers and purſuits, ſhould have ĩmbibed ſo long and lively. 
2 propenſity for each other. Sir Stier Potten is juſt dend, 
He has leſt his widow with a- moderat penſion, and te 
3 my neareſt 8 Charlotte, is, 
|  Lovifa's age, and alſo. a moſt amiable ſenſible young 
efenture. ] have cencrived a romantic idea of educating,; 
and adopting ber; as we deſoend into che vale of years our 
jußrmities require ſome domeſtic female ſaciety: Charlotte ; 
would be che comfort of my age, and I could reward her! 
care and tenderneſs with a decent ſortune. A thouland dif... 
fculties oppoſe the execution of the plan, which 1 my 
never opened but to you; yet it would be leſs im 
in England than in Switzerland.  Adicu. , I am woundeds 
pour ſome oil imo my wounds: yet Ten les happ 7 
I yr throun my mind upon paper. 
Are you vt amazed at . They, 
have the power, nner ſtablit 
eee Wee n Ef fre "ms 510 21 
pl e 33 | lil 0 


eat VC VEE G18 { 1550 Y + hes Septuys 189.1 
werd A Bber er ae of your taft, I dre 
my pen for the purpoſe of a reply; and my exordium ran ine: 
the following words: * find by - experience, titat it is: 


a much more _—_ as Te a e he do anſiver s fecter ol. 
Jer 25. 35 Pit 1 #959 3 real 
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e was ealltd' why away by very futionat motive, | 
and the poſt depavted before I could-veturri to the E6ndullon; 5: 
X ſecond" dee bens cleared by. dean decent puetenee. 
| ava; e foes iy en 
rofl which I fhould have iſp} effort en 
the firſt femmes 1 that F had lierle W 
wit about Blight Buſihefsy and that J conld write nothing. | 
defitfitive' Bout! nn, Lens firfty"as Arielle” 
i of the fiſts ONT OY andy. Henry gy EY 118 mee 
1. T wis indeed en pet bes kater ben 
juftty Nite my Oat fetter) but I do aſſure you; tt muß 
buen feekengs Contrbuted much thote to fink me, than = 
cents or Wrtots relative to che fale of Beriton. nun 


Wit hope und kraft; from your tomfolatory' epitie, be 


&&. K: 5 20 8b Mieten O FO . Ake 
ur Sein drachen ta ſuffered à great Py 


— 
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I HAY: 
Laufantte, and Ireliniquifh the phantom with more regret -- 
than ye nl ebfily imagine: But Lhave been determined 
by 2 Uifcaltyy” which zt firſt appested of little moment, 
bit Gönnen has gradually felled to an alarming magnitude; 
There id law in this conntry; as well as in ſome provinces 
FO Wich is Ryled ie droit dt retrait, lu retruit ligs 
gere ger, {Lord Loughhorbiigh muſt have heard of it,) by 
which he relations of the deceaſed ate entitled to redeem = 
zcfe dt eſtate at the price for which it has been fold; and 
s the fum fixed by pott Deyverdum is much below its 
known value, a crowd bf competitors are beginning to ſtart, 
The beſt opinions (for they are divided) are in my favour, 
that: I Am not ſubject to is dit ih ret#pit, ſince I take not 
25 4 purchaſer, hut us 2 legatee. But the words of the will 
are fometehat ambiguous, the event of law. is always uncer- 5 
tain the adminiſtration of juſtice. at Bern (the laſt appeal) 
depends too much on favour and intrigue; and it is very 
doubtful whether I could revert to the life-holding, aſter 


proprietsr of my houſe and garden t 


dt LETT ERS FRE M MR GIBBON 
having choſen and loſt. the property. r 
engaged merto gen a negociation with Mr. de Montagny, 
through the medium of my friend the judge : and as he 
ardently wiſhes, to keep the, houſes he conſented, though 
with ſome reluctance, to my propoſals. - Yeſterday he-ſign, 
ela cant in the moſt! regular and binding formy+ by 
which he allows my power of trans ferring y intereſt / in · 
terprets in the moſt ample ſenſe my right of making altera. 
Tions, and expreſsly renounces all, claim, as landlord, of 
viſiting ar inſpecting the. premises. I have promiſed to lend 
dim twelve thouſand livres, (between ſeven and eight hun 
antenne ſecured on the houſę and land- 'The-: mort. 
gage is four times its value; the intereſt pf four pounds 
by —— be; annually diſcharged by the rent of thirty 
ne! 8d that I am now tranquil on that ſcore ſor the 
7 der of my days. I hope that time will gradually e- 
— 5 me to the place which I have inhabited with my 
-Pgor friend; for in ſpite of the cræam of London I am till 
perſuaded that no other place is ſo well adapted to my taſſe 
and habits of ſtudious and ſocial liſe, ab bes et 
Far from delighting in the whirl of a metropolis, my only 
complaint againſt Lauſanne is the great number of ſtrangers, 
always of Engliſh, and now of French, by whom we ie 
- infeſted in ſummer. Vet we have eſcaped the damned grent 
ones, the Count d'Artois, the Polignacs, & c. who ſlip bj 
us to Turin, What a ſcene is France! While the aſſem- 
dbly is voting abſtract propoſitions, Paris is an independent 
republic; the proyinces haye neither authority nor freedam, 
7s and poor: Necker. declares that credit. is no more, and that 
- the people refuſe to pay taxes. Yet I think you muſt be ſe- 
duced by the abolition of tithes. If Eden goes to Paris you 
may have ſome curious information. Giye me ſome account 
of Mr. and Mrs, Douglas. Do they live with Lord North? 
I hope they do. When will parliament be diſſolved . Are 
o:ygu-Ril -Coventry-mad ? I embrace my Lady, the ſprigbt- 
iy Maria, and the ſmiling, Louiſa. Alas | alag vou wil 
— [lever n n. Adieu, ever yours. ay | 
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Also bat delays and difficulties do attend — 
who meddles with legal and landed buſineſs ! Vet if it be 
only tohſappoint your expectation, I am not ſo very ner - 
yous at this new provoking obſtacle. I had totally forgot- 
ten the deed in queſtion, -which was contrived in the laſt 
year of my father's life, to tie his hands and regulate the diſ- 
order of his affairs; and which might have been ſo eaſily 
cancelled:by Sir Stanier, who had not the ſmalleſt intereſt in 
it, either for himſelf or his family. The amicable ſuit, 
which is now become neceſſury, muſt, I think, be ſhort 
that lurk under the chancellor's great wig ; and, at all 
events, I foreſee ſome additional delay and expence. The 
goldeu pill of the two thouſand eight hundred pounds has 
ſoothed my diſcontent; and if it be ſafely lodged with the 
Goſlings, L agree with you, in conſidering it as an unequi- 
vocal pledge of a fair and willing purchaſer. It is indeed 
-chjefly in that light I now rejoice in ſo large a depoſit,” which 
is no longer neceſſary in its full extent. You are appriſed 
by my laſt letter that I have reduced myſelf to the life-en- 
joyment of the houſe and garden. And, in ſpite of my 
feelings, I am every day more convinced that I have choſen 
the ſafer ſide. I believe my cauſe to have been good, but 
it 'was doubtful. Law in this country is not fo expenſive as 
in England, but it is more troubleſome ; I muſt have gone 
5 . have ſolicited my judges in perſon; a vile cuſtom | 
the event was uncertain; and during at leaſt two years; I 
ſhould have been im a ſtate of ſuſpenſe and anxiety; till che 
concluſion of which it would have been madneſs to have 
attempted any alteration or improvement. According to 


my preſent arrangement I ſhall want no more thun eleven 
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formed:me:ttar!Yorkſbireis a 


judge, one Sir Wülaal Blackfione,: whoſe nate you an 


EE After ſtating the danger of purchaſers 
ant eteditors,” with regard to the "tide of eftates on which 
F — 


1 kd the — . 
* have prevailed with the legiſlature to eredt ſuck regiſters 
in their reſpective diſtricts. ' (Blackſtone's /Commentd- 
-Hies,- vol. ii. p. 343, editian of 2974; in quarto.) If Aan 


miſtaken, it is in pretty good company i but I ſuſpect dut 
ve are alb right, and chat ee contiont +6 e 


do ridings. As we have, alas, , o or 


Are us, I ſhould hope that e eee e wit di 


cover ſome found land, in caſe-yourſhould-not have 
vrrange another mortgage. I na)) — — 
aun jaſt ſetting out for Rolle, where I ſhall be ſettled with 
det 1 nn all the - middla.of 


e ; che-autumnn. ———— to-vary theſes ene bur a few 


making in my houſe at Lauſanne. TI wiſh the change of air 
may be of ſervice to Severy the father, but we do not at all 
Hike his preſent ſtate of health. How, con ;; alas, 
ho completely } could I now lodge you: but your Bam 
reſolye of making me a viſit ſeenis to have vaniſhed ke ſa 
-dream: Next ſummer you will not find five hundred pounds 
For a rational friendly expedition; and ſhould-parliamentche 
diſſolved; you will perhaps find five thouſand for — 
A cannot think of it with: patience: Pray take .ſorions Ats 
de b e eee eg, excellent: Madeira 
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| eaten at. 
de cbnſignoii ta Meſla Ramberg Vaithriers at Qitend, an 
I muſt haut imaly notice of its inareh. We have folmudh 
a 3 — 
edo de en a Sin nt e A wt n 
roy: tio ge. fle wit renten, Deembiss ge A780 · 
Vo have oſten e 
e in the moſt important of ay own affairs ; for I di 
preſume to aſſert, iht in a buſineſs of yours of equal conſt - 
quence, you ſhould not find me cold or carelefs, But on the 
preſent oocaſiom my filence is, perhaps, the bigheſt com- 
pliment I ever paid you. Lou remeriber the anſwer of 
Philip f Maredon: «Philip may ſleep, while he knows 
that Parmemio is awake.” I expeRed, and, to ſay the 
truth, T-wiſhed that my Parmenio would have decide am 
tech without expeRing: my dilatory anſwer, and in bis 
r ſhould — with implicit confidense, 


dent ate of — In the oourſe of my liſe I he 
often known, and ſometimes felt, the difficulty of getting 
money, but 1 now find myſelf involved in a more ſingular 
diiſtreſs, the difficulty of placing it, e ebe eg ger much 
longer, I hall almoſt-wiſh for my land again. vob 
- ÞperfeRly agree with you, that it is 3 

r eee ag they do. not un . pounds 
per. rent. CWC a Ks 
„ n e uπ— , WO 1 —— this moneꝶ 
den lace (afely, bye! penner bete; and I hall 
poſſeſa, hat I have always deſired, a command of caſh, which 
1 cannot ahuſe to my prejudice, ſince I have it in my-power | 
to fapphy-with my pen any extraordinary or: fanciful: indul- 
gence of . expence.\ And ſo much, much indeed, far peuu- 
niary matters. What would v have me ſay of u A- 
fairs of France? We are too near, and tho: \remates; 10 

forin an accurate judgment of that wonderful. The 
abuſes of the court and * called aloud; for naſar- 

mation; 
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Cn RIG the! 
- the fins ofthis opredeceſiorsy of theathbition of Heboivithe).) bot 
Fourteenth; of the profifion of Lewis 'th&F iftventhz +/Phe's' WM ticic 
French nation Had %a=gtorious opportunity/>dur-they he of t 
abuſedʒ and may leſs their advantages If they hadebeen | 
content with'a-ſibefaberanſtition of bar ſyſtem if they had 
reſpected the prerogatives of tho crown, and; the privileges! 
of the nobles, they might have raiſed' a oli fabrie en er. 
T-. only true foundation, the natural ariſtocracy of g 
| cCountry. How different is the pröſpeck! Their N 
brought a captive to Paris, after his palace had been ſtaintc 
* Vich che blood of his guards; the nobles m eie; this" 
55 _ clergy plundered in a way which ſtrikes at the rüt of AE 
property; the capital an independent republic; the uff 
of the provinces diſſolved; the flames of diſcord? Kinidled-by 
the worſt of men; (in that light I confideriMirabeaw?Þ 
and the honeſteſt of the aſſembly, a ſet of wild viſionaries, 
(like our Dr. Price,) who gravely debate, and dream about 
the eſtabliſhment of a pure and perfect democracy wg 
and-twerity millions, the virtues of the' baden g, bel 
primitive rights and equality of mankind, which * 
lead, in fair reaſoning, to an equal partition * of lands all © 
money.” How. many years muſt elapſe before France Gay” 
recover any vigour, or refume her ſtation among the Powers 
- of Europe! As yet, there is no ſymptom of a great'tnin,”' 
*3 2 Ricklieu or a Cromwelh, ariſing, either to Teſtore'the n mo- 
N un narchy, or to lead the commonwealth. The weight of 
| ee Pais, more deeply engaged in the funds than all the Tet ef 
the kingdom, will long delay a bankruptcy ; and if it ſho 


1 wmhappen, it will be, both in the eauſe and the effect, amex | 
= i bure of "weakiibſs, rather than of ſtrength. Ton ſend 1 
to Chamb *rry; to fee à Prince and an Archbiſtop. p-. Alas! ; 
| we have exiles enough here,” 'with the Marſhal de Caltties” 
and the Duke de Guignes at their head; and this inundation” 
b ſtrangers, which uſed to be confined to the ſuthiner; will” 
e ee all the winter. The only ones whom I Have 
a . ſeen 


” — a 


ronenntener 7 rn: 8 2 6 


bly,” and the unt — . 
both died dic me. Mounier, who is a ſerious dty poli- 
tician, is returned to Dauphine Lally is an amiahle man 
of the world, nod a poet: he paſſes the winter here. You: 7 
know hom much prefer a quiet ſelect ſociety to a crowd 
of names and titles, and that 1 always ſeek converſation with I 
a view: to amuſement rather than information. What happy - 
countries are England and eee if fre! eee a? 10 
preſerve their happineſs. EE e 
I have a thouſand things to for to pln Maria, And 
Louiſa, but L can add only a ſhort poſtſcript about the Ma - 
deira. Good Madeira is now become ee e = 
ind reputation. May your hogſhead prove as good as the 
laſt; may it not be intercepted by the rebels or the Auſ- 
bin What a ſcene again in that country! n 
land! n er on ! 1 Tecs ee adieu. 
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Vans two laſt le, of the 7th and 11th inſtant, were 
bmewhat delayed on che road; they arrived within two.days a | 
vf each other, the laſt this morning (the 27th); ſo that L > 
uſwer by the firſt, or at leaſt by the ſecond poſt. Upon 
the whole, your French method, though ſometimes more 
rapid, appears to me leſs ſure and ſteady than the old Gar 5 


5 . „ 
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* noigh * this. A bew and brighter proſpeRt ſees to 
real ing upon us; and few events of that kind have ever... 
ren me more pleaſure than your ſuoceſsful negociation and 
*. ſatisfactory anſwer. The agreement is, indeed, . 
qully convenient for. both parties : no time or expence will 
te waſted in ſcrutinizing the title of the eſtate; the intereſt, 
will be ſecured by the clauſe of five per cent. and I lament _ 
vith vou, that no * ſum N eee 
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| 5 N 3 origin (ab 401 of our congectipn an 


1 faneiful. -The concluſion is raſh, Bet the complaint i 
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= Rut I wiſh you to.chooſe and execute one or the.other of +++ 
— arrangetnents: with ſage diſcretion. Pe hj 14 
al hartem y letter, that I may difpatch it hy this 2 

es the time, and I ſhall-rgoice.to ſee it at the end of twen⸗ 8 
erben my cares, will be at an end, and our Friondly ziby 

394 Jonger-fullied with the repetition, of "8 . 


Juni and vile money; when we may-expatiate on [the poli 
tic vf: the world and our perſonal ſentiments. Without 
on expecting yout:anſwer of buſineſs]: mean to write ſoon in 
15g pies, en _ to lay open to my friend: the ſtate 
f my mind, which (exclufive of all worldly coneerns) ind 
2 eaſe; In the mean while, I muſt add two ot 
N articles. . I am aſtoniſhed at. Ehmfley's f. 
|| Jencey/and:the immobility of your picture. Minen ou 
\--have departed long ſince, could I Jens Frog ſure.oppor- 
ww eee. e 6) by vile 
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PE „ e ee eee fo long an interval of ſilence. has not inter- 
vened, as far as I remember, between us, &. &, = 

das Fes my Glence you coaclude that the wert compli 
 andich. I had: infinuated in my laſt, is either in 


-. queſtion is of the nature of a ow. lingering diſeaſe 
4 eee datger.. Ae Ligen, 
-- leiſure to expatiate, take the idea in three words: © 


the laſa of poor Deyverdun, I am alone ; and even. in "" Gris 
2. '* radiſe;: ſolitude: is painful to a focial mind. When I w bie 
2 dizen years younger, I farcely felt the weight of WM hon 
„ <Gogle exiſbenge amidſt che crowds of % 


1 of clubs 5 but & will * more bah penn 
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"+ A en od : Of — | 
. —— * mite te gxpedients wen den moſt 5 
5 « deſperate, mult be embracet to ſecures the domeſtic ſocie-. 
de ty of à male or ſemale  companion.0!. Bur Lam: Hot In EY 
a hurry i there is time for reflection and advice. Da | 
this winter ſich finer; feelings: have beaw he 
 groller evil of bodily pain? On the ninth of »Febiuary, 
uss ſeined by ſuch aft of tlie gout as I had never know, 
mough I muſt be thankful that its dire eſſedts haye been | 
coufined to the feet ani knees, without aſcending to:ithe = 3 
more noble parte. With: ſome center of r and; 
- worſe; \Thave-groans Ee) 
1 bende den bur uva e eie and —— am 
| cartied about in my chair, without any powers. and with @ 1 
© very dültant chance, of ſupporting myſelß, from the extreme — | 
weak | and contraction of the joints of my knees... Now N 
a am happy in a ſkilful phyſician, and kind aſſidudus friends: 
every evening during more than three months, has * 5 
enlivened (excepting when I have been forced to-refuſe them) 
by ſome. cheerful viſits, and very often by a choſeu party of 
boch ſexes. | How different is ſuch. ſociety from the ſolitary : 
. evenings which I have paſſed in the tumult of London I It 1 
St is not worth while fighting about a {liadow; but Hould I wy - | 
"over return to England, . enen work be | [F 


rt mal arive in perf eser; * 
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Judges e a eee pI AY hana 
opens the eyes and mouths of the many; and were not I 
amid of making you vain, I. welt inform you: that the 
3 tial is not allowed to he mot than fixe-and-thirty. . Ja 
ſpite of private reluctance and public diſcontent, I hare — 
honourably diſmiſſed »»/e//*.” I ſhall arrive at Sir Jolhus's | iſt 
NW NOREEN the month; nn TH 
* STC P FTT perhaps 8 | | 


% 2% 


comps -D6 not be nervous; Ten ae; 
dale uns had 1 Sen fo, your might have. Ces n 00 
OI nooths.ago.; I wah! ſome account of yourſal * 
of my, "Lady, {ſhall va never, diteMy correſpond 5). 
of Maria: How has the latter ſince ber uss 
| CE quiet. winter in Suſſen FW, I fo much rejoice. io 
your divorce from that hn Kitty Coventry that Lark 
not what marriage you contrast. A great. city would, ſuit? 
your. dignity, and. the duties which would kill me in the firſt; 
ſeſdon, would ſupply. your activity with. à conftant fund of 
amuſement. But tread Toftly and urely; che ice is deceitful, 
the water is deep, and yo may be ſouſed over head and 
ears hefore you ate aware Why. did not you or/Elmiley: 
ſend, me the African pamphlet * by the poſt f it would net 
kaye coſt much. You have ſuch 2 knack, of turning 7 * 
bon, that I am afraid you. will. triumph (pethaps by the 
0 argument) over juſtiee and humanity. But do 50 
ot expect to work at Belzebub's ſugar pl: en n 
infrrnal regions; under the tender government of a negrQ-: 
driver? I ſhould ſuppoſe both * r and Miſs Fir 
* angry with you. Zathnuc eon 
As to the bill for peinth which hah been too long mt: | 
gloted, why. will you not exerciſe the power, which I. haye 
never-revoked, over all my caſh at the Gollings ?.: The Sep 
very family has .paſſed a very favourable winter; the: ue 
man is-impatient to bear from a family which he pl 
ll others: yet he will generouſly. write next - weeks and 
ſend you a drawing of the alterations in the houſe. Do nat 
miſe your ideas; yu know I am fatisfied with conyenienęs 
in architecture, and ſome elegance in furniture. L admit 
the coolneſs with: which you aſk me to epiſtolize Neyn 
and Elipſley;, a3 if a letter were ſo e 
ee eee urge , . 44 IE e 005 
"ya alt 9) os bob Allie Gorton ere T =O 
yen TIES S753 280 Bert IYER 16 GN 
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"Your indignation will melt irto pity;” when you hear that” 
| for ſeveril drecks pat I have beet again ortfrived to rr. cam 
ber and my chair, Fer 1 müſt baſten, gehercüfly haften, 
to exeulpats the gent, my old 0 from the Gurſes Wick 
Jou already peut om his bead He is Hot che aufe of this 


ſimilar. Tam See Ne chis effort of nature has fed | 
me from 4 very dangerous, perhaps a fatal, crifis'; and 0 
liſten to the'flattering hope that it may tend to keep e our 
at # more reſpectful diſtancr, Rc. &c. Kr. 
Tube whole ſheet has been filled with dry £6 buſitieſs; 
but J mäſt and vill reſerve ſome lines of the coyer for a Hits” 
tle friendly converſation." I palled four days at the caſtle of 
| Copet with Necker; and could have wiſhed to have ſhew])Ün 
bim, as 4 warming 60 any aſpiring youth poſſeſſed with the 
demon of ambition. Wich all the means of private bappi⸗ 
gel in Hig zower; he is the moſt miſerable of human ber 
ings: the pteſent, and the future are equally odious 
het. I ſuggeſted ſome domeſtic ' amuſements of 
books, building, &c. he anſwered, with a deep tone of defs/ 
pair, «Dans Fetat ou je ſuis, je ne puis ſentir que le Gup 
4 de vent qui m'a abbhatü. How different from the ca 
leſs cheerfulneſs with which our poor friend Lord North 
ſupported his fall! Madame Necker maintains more exter- 
nal compoſure; nir le Diabje fy peri rien. It is trus hit 
Necker̃ wiſhed to be carried into the cloſet; like old Pitt, on 
the Thoulders- of the people; and that he has been ruinvd 
by che de mocracy Wich he had raiſed. I believe him to be 
an able financier, and know bim to be an honeſt man; to 
honeft, perhaps, for a"mitiſter; His rival Catonne has 
paſſed through-Lauſarine, in his way from Turin and was 
foon followed by the Prince of Cbndẽ, with His ſon and 
3 but I was too much indiſpoſed to ſee them. They 
have, or his had, ſome wild projets of a. counter-revolu- 
don; Hofſes ave Born ought, HHP VER "fuck" Fooliſh 
- " 


FI, es der 
ER 2 2 & mult ent” Tin e Ro he ity." Burke's * 


Ke id 1s Wien pres even in thi 
try, I. admire his eloquence, 1 approve his politics; Tage 


Sake church; 5 which 1: have treated“ 
" os that 915 > An imnchation, 200 1 EY attzeliech to 
| ts Þ agan fiber,” Tue French ſpreud ſo many: 


the. "molt confiderable* mien of all part 

\ ould join in fome public aft, ing therm Iyes fatibffec 
F 1d reſolved. to ſupport « our preſent conf tion « Such a de 
Thratlon Would have a woriderful effbct ir Evrgþe? & 


2» and deſctiptions 


* Wy Y thought 'worthy, 1 myſelf would be Mud ro fbf 
Have a great N to lend you” bomethin, ng of a — 
8 XM 2 Ty Tg 


7 as all thinking men "Bight adopt. "1 

; have intelligence of the approach of my" Madeira,” i1 
accept. with equal pleaſure the ſecond' pipe, moe in the 
| on, Zone. Send me forme pleaſatit details of your de. 
me ie Kate, of Maria, Kr. If my Lady thinks that my fi. 
Jepce is a mark of indifferente, my Tandy 5 goofs.” ] 
.myft't have you; all at Lauſanne next nner e I 


5 ac de 3 25 | 0 Fir 2 . 
po ow e 96 3 A pipe then EY" 065, 5 
2 at once Jour = letters; aud 1 ſhould propi- 
bly; have taken earlier notice of tl fcft, had T no t beet. 
daily expectation of the ſecond. mult begin on the tubje 


chat: really intereſts me the moſt, your glorious election 

Ar, Rziſtol. Moſt ſincerely do I congratulate y your exchange 
of: a cuxſed expenſive j jilt, who deſerted you for a rich 555 
„r a an honourable cc con eg With a chaſte and virtuojs ma- 
dre. e e he 25 conſtants as the is diſintereſted. 
NY t. EEG ion from Caithneſs to St. Tves, es, 
| Imuch doubt: whether, there be a ſingle choice ſo truly hb- 
| 8 to the member and the conftituents. | "The ſe Cond 
-comercial city invites, from a diſtant province, an ink: 
* pee, known "Op by bis s aftive RW 
his 


n a. mo Sag abe Mai ne Us ain{t the Tieren Meds? 


8 "vu ary, At and Ten 'forg 25 even his  ſuperfiition. ö "*The 
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wanting foods I mean. buſinefs: Geng ſuitors or 
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0 ts will beſiege your door ! what u lead of 


ad memorials will be heaped on your table. | L inuck quel. 


tion whether even you will not ſometimes exdaim, Obs! 
jam ſatis of ! but that is your affair. Of the excurſion 

Coventry I cannot decide, but I hear it is pretty ger) 
blamed: ut, horney. X ps: grains >. wy hn 

brewel in all eternity, But I cannot repreſs my indig 
at. the uſe. of thoſe fooliſh, obſolete, odious whids, Whig 
and Tory. In the American war they might have ſomd 


7 


you ſuppoſed yourſelf a Whig; ſince the coalition, all 80. 
neral principles have been confounded; and if there ever 


vas an oppoſition to men, not meaſures, it is the preſent, 


Luckily both the leaders are great men; and, whatever 


happens, the country muſt fall upon its legs, What 2 
ſtrange miſt of peace and way ſeems to hang over the ocean | | 


We can perceive nothing but ſecrecy and vigour ; but thoſe 
are excellent qualities to perceive in a miniſter, From your. 


{elf and politics I now return to my private concetins; "which 


at the hint, | 2 tremendous hint, in wy UA 1 letter. Butrithe 


danger is not ſo ſerious or imminent as you ſeem to ſuſpełt; 


and I give you my word, that, before I 1 


ſtep which can bind me either in law, conſeienerg of h- 
nous, 1 will faithfully communicate, and ae will freely 
diſcuſs, the whole ſtate of the buſineſt. Nee pd 
there is not any thing to communicate or diſcuſs 3 J do affute 
TO I have ER rticulat CINE Taye 
> bds. 


ry angry if you damned them wich k 


: ; and then your Lordſhip was a Tory, although | 


OE EI Dr ane. —— 


. LETTERS FROM Kolben 


| lin ve with. HF ef the nas of Lanſanne, tbœbgb abere 
ehe who, keen their claus tolerably, well pareds o- 


„kim, in a ſolitary : mopd, I. have fancied: myſeif married to 


ö dne or other of thoſe holt ſociety and conyerſationtane the 


. moſt plzaſing to me j but when I have painted in y fancy 
all, the probable conſequences af ſueh an union, I he 
Harted fem my dream, xejoiced in my eſcape, and<jacula- 
ee thapkſgiving dat 1 was ſtill in. poſſeſſion of my nitu- 
nl. freedom Tet I feel, and ſhall continue to fel hat 
domeſtic ſolitude, however it maybe alleviated by the warld, 


by udp, and even by friendſhipy:is a comfortleſs: tate, 


Which will grow. more painful as I. deſeend in the ualef 


350 At preſent my ſitnation is very: tolerableʒ andꝭ if at 


inner- time, or at my return home in the evening, Eſome- 
4 ines ſigb for à companion, there ate many hours, and 
Many oecaſions, in which Leroy the ſuperior bleſſing of be- 
_ Ing ſole maſter of my own houſe, But eur plan though 
Jeſs dangerous, is ſtill more abſurd than mine: ſuch A cbu- 
ple as you. deſcribe could not be found; and, ify ſdund, 
would not anſwer my purpoſe; their rank and poſitidn 
— be awkward. and ambiguous to myſelf. and my tc- 
_ + quaintance z,,and the agreement of three. perſans ot three 
characters wauld be ſtill, more imp ble. My plan of 
Charlotte Porten-is undoubtedly the moſt deſirable ande 
Geer remain a ſpinſter (the caſe is not without gx · 
ample), or marry fame Swiſs of my choice, who would an · 
creaſe· and enliven aur ſociety; and both would: have the 
ſtrongeſt motives for kind and dutiful behaviour. But dhe 

. mother, bas been. indirelly ounded, and will u not hear of 
n A . for ſome e ann ch would not 


hey agua grand manners * the country: 8 

— — Age 2 * 1. TS 2 88 184 1 CAI 292018"; 
R=. Lounge rys.letters,. ichen be now in your hatds, 
„ and which, lor theſe three, or four laſt; poſts, bas fur- 
miſhed N indglegce, with.a new, pretence. for- delaysichas al- 
e informed you of the | means and Greumltances of my 
reſur- 


* 


— l 17 
. @vrifitieniehit7 Rhe! 
wn not able to- move from my Houſe! br chi, from! the 
math of February do the firſt bf July very bealy Rte 
months. Te Frſt. wecks were” accbfflpamed with möre 
pain than I have ever khown in the goit,3With"anxibds | 
days[ and Hleepleſs niglits; and nen that palm Jupffdech it 
| rab eee wee hich Nunn, 20 Ede 15 d. 
My confitienent was however ſoftened by books, By the 
——— edidhcnicine, by a fuvceſfidn = 
each evening vf agreeable company,” and by a — 
ſpitits amd general good health. Dufing the laſt Weeks 1 
| - deſcended to the ground floor, —̃ — | 
and conſtructed a chair like Merlin's, in which I could 
wheel myſelf in the houſe and on the terrace. My patience 
 has-heew univetſally admired ; yet how many Habe 
9 be one e T remember 
making à remark”: perfectly ſimple, and perfectly true: 
At preſent, (4 faid to Madame de Severy,) I am not po- 
ſitivdly miſerable; and I may reaſonably hope a dailyor 
"D * weekly improvement, till ſooner or later in the ſumtmer 1 
& ſhall recover new limbs, and new pleaſures,” which” Ido 
not now poſſeſs: have any of you fuch a proſpect? The 
prediction has been accompliſhed, and I have arrived to'my | 
Preſent condition” of ſtrength, or rather of feebleneſs >> I 
now can walk with tolerable eaſe in my garden and ſmôbtb 
places z but on the rough pavement of the town I uſe, and 
perhaps ſhaluſe, à ſedan chair. The Pyrmont Waters have 
performed: Wonders; and my T {riot Till66;"bitt a 
very ſenſible man) allows we to he that the term of the 
0 interval will be in proportion to that'of the a ae 
Hlave you read in the Engliſh papers,” wt dr be- 
5 ment of Berne is overturned, and that we are divided into 
three democratical leagues ? true as what I have read in 
me French papers, that the Engliſn have cut bf Pitt's head, 
and aboliſhed the Houſe of Lords“ The people of this 


country are happy und in Ld of ſome miſcreants, and 
2 16 8335 151 Aus Eng rin Ar Nong Barron. more 
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5 3 ned. is 8 1090p: out Dowd en rae ters e 
8 Fah—-Anform my Lady, that Lam indignant: 3 

and heretical aſſertion in her Hlaſt letter td 'Severy;; 8 
</friends at a diſtanee cannot love each other; ——— 5 
cc ritei! I love her better than any woman in the wong | 

indeed I do; and yet I do not write. And ſhetherfelf-—but! 

Lam calm. We have nom nearly one hundred French ex- 

iles, ſome of them worth being acquainted with; iparticu«} | 

„ | latly a Count de Schomberg, who is become almoſt my 
|  friendz/heiisa man of the world, of letters, and of ſufficient: 

age; ſince in 1753 he ſucceeded- to Marſhal Saxe s regi- 

ment of dragoons. As to the reſt, I entertain them, and: 

| ef _ 2 n we were N A 


* eit dee. * TH 10 5 8 47 kite ts ä 
| : ö 8 5 79 a = NWS I8Y |S od 
ot "Rs ALT +. FAG ELSE abe "Aprif'y, tr 


e of my (= FRY is now i "my b 
leger ate till weak, but the animal in "general i, is in a fo 1 
and lively condition; and we have great hopes frem the f 
Father and the Pyrmont waters, I moſt fn ſincerely v wiſh "= 
for the preſence of Maria, to embelliſh a ball which | ; 

| 'the 29th. of laſt. month to all the beft company, natives ye 
foreigners of Lauſanne, with the aid of the Seyerys, elbe. i 

cially, of the mother and. fon, 1 who directed the axconom 
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5 and, performed. the honours, of the fite,, 1. Op ned about _ s 
ſeven in the evening; . of men a d women w: . 
pleaſed and pleaſing, the mul! ic good, the Mam mination lene | G 
on en ers of » 
thirey, 8 e to a very "good lupper : x 9h 1 VII 


tale away to bed, in a fr mug corner; and I was in formed 
breakfaſts. that.the-remai s of the yeteran and y e 55 
With Severy and þ his ſiſter at their. head, had conclude 1 | 


laſt; dance about. 8; quarter, before ſeven. This 
e has "_ me ge credit; ; and i the, 9 5 05 | 


mere One the th of June; ſuppoſe Lord, 


5 
* 


; * 7 } 3 5 : bo RS og | = : 1 8 
TO1LORD/SHEPPIEED: 20 


was more redſonabl&thani you can eaſuy iniagine. \This was 
an extraordinary event, but I give frequent dinners}; j and in 
eee eg n 


i 3 . ofiiintts 72 
| oute not o piey m if 1 complained of 'the tranquillizy-of 


| s,-of :public ſpirit ( T have formerly read of ſuch 
eee I give you full 
and ample eredit, :6g0;>| But ynur parliamentary operations, 
at leaſt; will probablylexpire-ip the month of June; and I 
ſhall refuſe to ſign the Newhaven peg tits une I am 
ſatisfied that you witl exrcute the Lauſanne: = t this ſum· 


and maid, (poor Louiſa l) in a poſt coach, with Etienne on 
horſeback, ſet out from Downing · Street, or Sheffield-Place, 
groſs the channel from Brighton to Dieppe, viſit the Na- 
tion "Aﬀembly, buy caps at Paris, examine the ruins of 
Verſailles, and arrive at Lauſanne, without danger or fa 
dez, the ſecond week in July; you will de lodged pleafint- 
and comfortably, and will not perhaps deſpiſe my ſituatic 

4 couple of months will roll, alas! too haſtily away: you 


will all be amuſed by new ſcenes, new people; 3 
yer r Maria and you, with Severy, mount on horſebuck th viſit 


the country, the glaciers, ke. my Lady" and elt gan 


you a are” "tire, you may return by! a dire& or indire& way; 


| but. I « only « del hre that 1 You ou will not take the plan impradtica- | 


ble, by .gralpmg at too much. | In return, 1 promiſe you a 
| yi t of ree-0 or four "months in "the autütmin "of ninety two: 
| ou And 1 bookſellers are now 'my'Þ rincipal attractions ih 
p gland. I. ou bad ſome right to growl A hearing of my 
ſupplement 1 $5 che papers: butt © 'CatelFs' Indiferetibn' was 
founded: on a bint A That chrotyn ot in letter, and 


which im lf rr will never be 0 "YetT am 
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1 to — — hea? heed Cri 
 forefigned them with my'eyesThut; ant in that implicit enki. 
dence; 'whictt we freemen and Britons are humbly conteft'to: 

7 8 yield v Gu lawyers and miniſters.: T hope” however, mb 
ſericrfly hope, that every thing has hee carefully examintd,” 
and chat I am not totally ruined.” It is not without much 
jimpstienee that I expect an account of the payment and in- 
veſtment of dhe purchaſe-· money: It was my e le, | 

have added « ne wi edition of y wil; but 1 have an untk- 
peccke kal tb ge to Geneva to-morrow with the Veverys,. 
ani muſt deſer that buſineſs a ſew days till after my return, ! 
O my retorn Imay poſſibly find a letter from you, An will, 
wits: more fully in anſwer; my peſthumdus Work, Bn" 
ed in a ſingle ſheet, will not ruin you in poſtage.” 9; "Tithe" | 
mean while let ine deſite you either never to talk of E gu 1 


wi» #2 


a mWmMA Aeon . wa... 


ſanne, or to execute the journey this ſummer; after the in 
patch of public and private buſineſs, there" can be fo fta of 
obſtacle but in yourſelf, - Pray do not go to war with Ruf- 1 th 
ſia: iris very fooliſh, Liam vue ang with Pik 9 8 1 
A 21 . 4 i 28 R375 0 gt 
* N 1 25 TED 221 3, e ym E = ts; *. rue, da 
REL 11 4 91 at; Nati el) 0 i, Lovoanmny, Maca Vp en 
Ar 5 1 ſoe a ray of ſunſhine breaking: from a dark 6: 
cloud. .” Your epiſtle of the 1 3th e. this mornings the 85 
25th. int inftavg, the day after my return from Geneva; at has) ter 
. deen communicated. to, Seyery.. We nom believe that vo to 
* W Lauſanne this ſummer, and we hope that you: the 
will execute that intention. If you are a man of .btnoury un 
you ſhall; find me one and, on he day of your atrixal, at po 
E I will ratify my engagement of. viſting dei pla 
tiſh ? 


* «| N 


, — 


r 
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i Dis np 2 
a eh iſle before the end of the year 1792, excepting only the 


fair and: foul-exception. of the gout. Vou rejoice me, by 
propoſing. the addition of dear Louiſa z it was hogs 
bitter pang that I threw her overboard, to lighten the y. 


and ſecure the Voyage ? I was fearful of the gowergeſs 5 
ty and expenge, 


cond carriage, and a long train of diff 01 
which might haye ended in blowing, up the whole ſcheme... 
But if vou can bodkin the ſweet ereature into the coach; dhe 


will find an eaſy. welcome at Laufanne. The firſt arrange - 


ments which I muſt make before your arrival, may be altered 
by. your own taſte, on a ſurvey of the premiſes, and you will 


all be ; commodiouſly and pleaſantly-lodged. You have beard. - 


a great deal of the beauty of my houſe, garden, and ſitus 
tion; but fuck are their . intrinſic value, that, unleſs I. an 
much deceived, they will bear the teſt even of exaggerated. 


praiſe. From my knowledge of your Lordſhip, I have al- 


178 e ſome doubt Wr 2 would get though the. 


ye of triendiiup your. — viſis: to. the cen of whe) 
Ny ul ee long be remembered as one of the molt, 
agxeeabl ds of your life; and that you will ſcarcely, 

regret the amuſement of a Suſſex Committee of Navigation 
in the dog days. Lou aſk for details: what details ? a map 
of France and a poſt- book are eaſy and infallible- Suides. I 
eee eee ä 1 es 


pals rn the ruins of Verſailles, &c. a fortnight diligently 
employed will clear you from Sheffield-Place to Gibbon 
Galle. What can 1 lay more? 0 N e eee 

As little have I to ſay on the ſubject of my worldly nat 
ok which ſeems” now; Jupiter be praiſed," to de drawing 
towards a final concluſion; ſince when” people part with 
their money, they are indeed ſerious!” I do not perfectly 
underſtand the ratio of the preeſſe ſur whichyou have 
poured into Goſling's _— jon, e will be 1 


NE Hen ! SITE 


You 


a er b a 
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| You have ben oo wit clinton. what I bas 
ls h a but Woodfall.on' a remarkable debate; 
| ander, indeed, moſt remarkable Poor en is the maſt 
| _ - _ _ loquent-and rational madman. that Lever knew.” I dove 
=_ "Fox's elingy, But: I deteſt che palitical-principles- > 
| man, and of the party. Formerly, 6 : 


»T 4 3 


ſtrongly during the American war, than myſelf. e 7 
mm amid that you are corrupted by your unfortunate - 
| 1 Should you admire-the National Aebi we hall 
have many an a ion, for L am as high an ariſtocrat as : 
Burke himſelf; and he has truly obſerved, that it is impoſſi- oF 
hs to debate with temper on the ſubject of that curſed re. 
| volution, In my laſt excurſion to Geneva. I frequently Y 
| fav the Neckers, uh by this- time are returned to their : 
ſummer reſidence at Copet. He is much reſtored in health 8 
ang ſpirits, eſpecially ſince the publication of his laſt book, 8 
„n des mbh coached Englaed-- Both parties, wo N 
agree in abuſing him, agree likewiſe that he is 3 man of * 
"Ek nn but I much fear that the pureſt intentions 
1 * aj: been productive of the moſt baneſul conſequences. i 
Ws 1g nas I mean the French, are leaving us every | * 
for the camp of the Princes. at Worms, and ſupport 
NT called ' repreſentation. . Their hopes 25 
JN ers anguinss I e their being well ground - 
ed: it is certain, however, that che emperor had an inter 
. N vier the 10th inſtant with the Count of Artois at Mantua; 
5 6’!!! ae frite language  of-Spiain, . 
Sardinia, the Empire; four or ſive armies) &. They vill! ſis 
_ doubtleſs ſtrike a blow this ſummer : may it not recail on 40 
their own heads?” Aalen. ne bur female travellers. 27 
* A ſhort delay! 5 = > gp ue N 1% Nö e ts. "TY 
20 lab 18 * 2111 eig! D. a (2h e Di iam 
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+1985 Low begin to ſee you: all in: real» motion; (wimining 


from Brighton to Dieppe, according to my ſchamneze and af- 

_ tenwards. trading: che direct road, which you cannot Well 
-18Y0idy-t the: turbulent capital of the late kingdom of France. 
A know not vat more to ſay or what further inſtruẽtions to 

_ "ſend; they would indeed be uſeleis, as you are travelling 


through a-oauntry which has been ſometimes; viſited by 


Engliſhmen: only this let me ſay, that in the midſt of anar- 


hy the roads were never: more ſecure than at;prefent.. As : 


you will wiſhito affiſt at the national aſſambly, you-will act 


pradantiy in Obiaining from the French in London a good 
recommendation to ſome leading member; Careless ſer in- 


ame, or-the Abbẽ Maury. I ſoon expect from Elmſlay a 


e e eee particularly the laſt works of John 
's Lerd Sheffield *, which-the dog has always neglected: to ſend. 
_ Bow will-have-time to write once more, and. you muſt en- 
* deavaniyas nearly-as poſſible, to mark the day of your arri- 
. Jou may come either by Lyons ant Geneva, by Dijon 


and les Rouſſes, or by Dole and Pontarliere. The poſt will 


- fall you on the edge of Switzerland, and muſt be ſupplied by 
- hired horſes. I with you to make your laſt day's. journey 
= ſo as to dine upon the road, and arrive by tea-time. 
Tube pulſe of the counter-revolution beats high, but I cannot 

fend you any certain facts. Adieu. I want to hear my Lady 


4 ' abuſing me for never ne 1 the- Sen % 


1 1 R 


Notwithſtanding he. high, 8 F e e 


"ap wiſh you drowned. Beſides all other cares, I. muſt 
marry and propagate, which would give me a great deal of 
trouble, 


Ix. 


urge of bobs; but you may bring me any new pamphlet 
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I Gbedience per geringe vage 
Fes: [have not any thing particular to | 


that our Es is increhſed/in-the i 
the fea. - - The ppm yay ce. — 
have reached you before the 28th, the day of your departure, 
and the proſpect of ſtrange unknown. diſorder: may well have 
ſuſpended your firmeſt reſolves.” The royal animal is again 
caught, and all may probably be quiet. I-was juſt going to 
exhort you PE a rr kin eee 

Germany; a fair Iriſhiſm, fince if you read this, you are 
already at Paris. The only reaſonable advice hich win... 
remains, is to obtain, by means of Lord Gower, + fall; 
ciency, or even ſuperfluity, of forcible: paſſports, ſuch 2 
leave no room for cavil on a jealous frontier. / The frequent 
intercourſe with Paris has proved that the beſt and ſhorteſt 
road, inſtead of Beſangon, is by Dijon, Dole, Les 3 
bow # Adieu. „ e TOE * 
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to edt | His opens on the” Cubjedt of che French 
the ines po! 
French opinions. Never indeed, I can with truth 


aver, was ſuſpicion more unfounded; nor could it 
have been admitted into Mr. Gibbon's mind, but that 


his extreme friendſhip for me, and His utter abhor- 
rence of theſe notions, made him anxious and jealous, 


even to an exceſs, that I ſhould not entertain them. He 


was, however, Toon undeceived ; he found that I was 
full as averſe to them as himſelf. I had from the firſt 
expreſſed an opinion, that ſuch a change as was aimed 
at in France, muſt derange all the regular govern- 
ments in Europe, hazard the internal quiet and deareſt 
intereſts of this country, and Probably end in bringing 
on mankind a much portion of miſery, than 
the moſt ſanguine reformer had ever promiſed to bime 
{elf or others to produce of -bendin, dy the viſionary 
Vor- I. Q _ 


Ach 3 — -T night have wither 


revdfitlon, it" * od expreſſed chem fo wel in 
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S liberty ade. ith, which dhe v · 


rant and vulgar ere. miſled and abuſed. r= SBA 10 


5 8 Gibbon at firſt, like. many athers;, emed pleat: 


ed with the proſpect of the reform of iny ter; es 
but be very ſoon diſcovered the, miſchief —.— 


| mace, wad the een een iſe "Sang id of 


tion of France. 


He lived to reprobates in the ſtrongeſt terms poſhble, 
dhe folly of the firſt reforiners, and the ſomething worſe 
man the extravagance and ferocity of their ſucceſſors, 


He. ſaw the wild and miſchievous. tendency of thoſe 
pretended reformers. which, while they. profeſſed. no: 
thing but amendment, really meant deſtruction 10 afl 


focial order; and fo ſtrongly was his opinion fixed... 
to the danger of haſty innovation, that he 
a warm and zealous advocate for. every fort. of ole 


eſtabliſhment, which he marked in various ways ſome- | 
times rather ludicrouſly ;-and I xecolle&, in a.. circle 
where French affairs were the topic, and ſome. Porty- 
gueſe preſent, he, ſeemingly with ſeriouſneſs, argued 


in favour of the inquiſition at Liſbon, and ſaid he 
would not at the 8 e FE. up eyen that 


old eſtabliſhment. & 15 2645 ende 
I mays. perhaps, | 201 be quite e n to the 
. of theſe Memoirs, to know that 1 found Mr, 
Gibbon at Lauſanne in poſſeſſion of an excellent Houſe; 
the view from which, and from the terrace, Was f | 
.uncommonly beautiful, that even his own pen would 6 
with difficulty deſcribe. the ſcene which it. commanded. 


This proſpect comprehended every thing grand and 


magnificent, which could be. furniſhed by the fineſt 


mountains among the Alps, the, moſt extenſive, view 
of the Lake of Geneva, with a beautifully, varied and 


cultivated- ee adorned by nuneerous., villas, and 1 


pictureſque 


— N 2.8 i 


of Anil? Here my ä wich an 
kindneſfs which I can never forget. 
nts. of the houſe were appropriated 


Toes uſe; the chbiceſt ſociety of the place was ſought 
for, to enliven our viſit, and to render every day of 
i ce and e Tir was impoſſible for any 


lace in atopy it for a — rather n 1 
own country, was felt and acknowledged” by all the . 
inhabitants; and he may have been ſaid” almoſt to have Tp 
Siven the law to a" ſet of as willing ſubjedts as any = 
man ever preſided over. In return for the deference = 13 
ſhewn to Him, he mixed, without any affectation, in 8 A | 
all the ſociety, I mean all the beſt ſociety, that Lau- | 4 
ſanne afforded; he cvuld indeed cominand it, and was, _ 
perhaps, for chat reaſon the more partial to it; ; for | - MY 
he often declared that he liked ſociety more as a re- 
laxation from ſtudy, than as expecting to derive from 
it amuſement or inſtruction; that to hooks he looked 7 
for improvement, not to liying perſons, But this I '  - , 
conſidered. partly as an anſwer to my expreſſions of ' 
wonder, that a man who might choaſe the moſt vari- : : | 
ous and the moſt generally improved ſociety in the | mi 
world, namely, in England, ſhould prefer the very | | 
limited circte of "Lauſanne, which he never deſerted, mi 
| but for an occaſional viſit to M. and Madame Necker, 
It maſt not, however, be underſtood, that in chuſing 
Lauſanne; for his home, he was inſenſible to. the merits 
of a reſidence in England: he was not in "poſſeſſion of 
an income which correſponded with his notions f 
eaſe and comfort in his own country. In- Switzerland, i 
his fortune was ample, © To this conſideration of for- a 5 
tune 2 de added angther; which alfo Had its weight; | 
n * 


him leſs A ſtranger abroad than he was, in ſome reſpeQs 
in his native country. This aroſe, perhaps, from hay- 
ing been out of England from his ſixteenth to bis 
twenty- firſt year; yet when, I came to Laufanne, 7 
Found him apparently without reliſh for French ſociety. 
During the ſtay I made with him he renewed his in- 
| | -tercourſe with the principal French who were at Lau- 
l iusnne; of whom there happened to be a conſiderable 
mumber, diſtinguiſhed for rank or talents ; many in- 
_ -deed reſpeRable for both. During my ſtay in Switz- - 
erland I was not abſent from my friend's honſe,” except 
during a ſhort. excurſion that we made together: to 
Mr. Necker's at Copets and a tour to Geneva, Cha- 
mouny, over the Col de Balme, to Martigny, St. Mau- 
oY rice, and round the Lake by Vevay to Lauſanne. In the 
_ - ſocial and fingularly pleaſant months that I paſſed with 
Mr. Gibbon, he enjoyed his cheerfulneſs, with good 
health. Since he left England, in 1788, he had had 
à © ſevere attack, mentioned in one of the foregoing let- 
cdteters, of an Eryſipelas, which at laſt ſettled in one af 
B Dis legs, and left ſomething of a dropſical tendency; | 
for at this time I firſt * W ne 
of ſwelling about the ancle. 
In the beginning of October 1 left a delightful 
© reſidence; and ſome time none to FO 
our correſpondence recommenced. WIS Los + 


©. ® Marſhal de Caſtries and ſeveral branches of his family, Due de Guiger 


| 
9 Fes poreign taſte — ba line whithibas 


"and daughters, Duc and Ducheſſe de Guiche, Madame de Grammont, Prin- 

- - eefſe d'Henin, Princeſſe de Bouillon, Ducheſſe de Biron, Prince de Salm, 
Comte de Schomberg, Count de Lally, Lally Tolendal, M. Mounier, Madame 
38 nn M. de Malſherbes, &c. &c. 
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D LORD SHEPFIBLD, and others. 


- Fowan® ones I jo the ow. 2p Wüst 
3 ©» Lavranin, gth Nov. 1791. 


F ; ULLIVER is 35 to ſay, i in preſenting his i interpre- 
| » © My tongue is in the mouth of my friend.” 


Ati 18 to ay, with proper expreſſions and ex- 


cuſes, & My pen is in the hand of my friend ;” and 
the aforeſaid end! begs leave thus to continue 
1 remember to have read ſomewhere in Roufean , of 


2 lover” quitting very often his miſtreſs, to have tlie 
pleaſure of correſponding with her. Though not ab- 


ſolutely, your lover, I am very much your admirer, 


* 


and ſhould be extremely tempted to follow the ſame 


example. The ſpirit and reaſon which prevail in your 
converſation, appear to great advantage in your letters. 
The three which I have received from Berne, Cob- 
lentz, and Bruſſels have given me much real pleaſure; 
firſt, as 2 proof that yon are often thinking of me; 
ſecondly, as an evidence that you are capable of keeping 
a reſolution ; and thirdly, from their own intrinſie me- 
Tit and entertainment. The ſtyle, without any allow- 
ance for haſte or hurry, is perfectly correct; the man- 
ner is neither too light, nor too grave; the dimen- 
ſions neither too long, nor too ſhort; they are ſuch, 
in a word, as I mould like to receive from the daugh- 
ter of my beſt friend. I attend your lively journal, 
through bad roads, and worſe inns. Vour deſcripti- 


»The remainder of the letter was + diate by 75 nog and written 


On 


— 


— 


|| 
Th, 

| 
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„ LETTERS FROM: M. ./ GIBBON | „ 
66 er wen aud manners conveys vüry fatfa@tory in- 


Formation; and T am particularly delighted wich your 
remark concerning the irfegulat behaviour of the Rhine; 
But the Re, Als !: after ſome temporary wanderingg, 


will be content to flow in his old channel, while man 
wan is the greateſt fool of the whole creation 


* 1 dredt this letter to Shefneld- Place, n 
. you \ arrived in health and ſafety. I congratulate: my 


Lady on her quiet ęſtabliſnment by ber fireſide ; and 


hope you will be able, after all your excurſions, to 


ſupport the climate and manners of Old England. Be- 
fore this epiſtle reaches you, I hope to have received | 
"the two promiſed letters from Dover and Sheffield-Place. 


"If they ſhould not meet With A proper return, you will 8 


pity and ſorgiye me. I have not yet heard from Lord 
Sheffield, who ſeems to have devolved on his daugh- 
ter; the talk which the has ſo gloriouſly exe "Fes | 
hall probably not write to him, till ] have peceiyed his 
Fiſt letter of buſineſs from England ; 3 but with Togard 
10 my Lady, I haye moſt excellent intentions. 
I never could underſtand how two perſons of fuch 


| benen merit, as Miſs Holroyd and Miſs Lauſanne, | 


. could have ſo little reliſh for one another, as they ap- 
"peared to have in the beginning ; apd it was with great 
_ pleaſure that I obſerved the degrees of their grawing 
_ Intimacy, and. the mutual regret. of their ſeparation. 
Whatever you may imagine, your ſriends at Lauſanne 
have been thinking as frequently: of yourſelf and com- 
pany, as you could poſſibly chink of them; and you 
will be very ungrateful, if you do pot ſeriouſly. re- 
ſolve to make them a ſecond viſit, under ſuch name and 
title as you may judge moſt agreeable. None of the 
Severy family, except perhaps my ſecretary „ axe inclined | 


10 forget you and I am continually aſked for ſome 
account of your health, motions, and amuſements. 


Since your departure, no great events haye occurreg. 
| 1 have 


a 


10 done enen Reh OTHERS. 23% 
| Lobarnafiade 4 n to. Geneva and Copet, and 
Sound An Necker in much beter ſpizits chan When Y. 
ann, Ain. They preſſed me to paſs ſome weeks this. 
Vinter in their houſe at Geneva; and I may poſlibly- - 
<omplys ax leaf un Paus. with eie en. Dp. Jo, 
Jenn aha ee . me out. of this. | 
country. We hear nothing of the proceedings .of | 
de .copumiſion®, except by playing at cards every 
evening with Monſieur Fiſcher, who. often ſpeaks | 
of: Lord Sheffield: with. eſteem and reſpedt, . There js no 
appearance of Roſſet and La Motte being brought to a 
ſpeedy trial and they ſtill remain in the caſtle of Chillon, 
which (according to the Geography, of the national © 
-Aﬀembly) is waſhed by the ſea. Our winter degins 
with great ſeverity; and we ſhall not probably. have 
many balls, which, as you may imagine, I fe 
much. Angletine dees not conſider two French words 
as w letter. Montrond ſighs and bluſhes wheneyer; Loui- 
ſa's name is mentioned: Phillippine wiſhes. to conyerſe | 
with her on men and manners. The French ladies are 
ſettled in town for the winter, and they form, with 
Mrs. Trevor, a very agreeable addition to our, ſociety. 
It is now enlivened by à viſit of the Chevalier de 
. Boufflers, one of the moſt der * in 6 4 
devant kingdom af France, | % Sing. 0 


| *A ' commiſion, at the head of which e "TP, Fiſch · r, ds of 
the principal x members of the government of Berne, a very active ànd intelli- 
| gent man, who would have diftingyiſhed himſelf in the adminiſtration of any 
country. This commiſſion, which was accompanied by two or three thou- 5 
land of the beſt, of the German militia of the Canton of Berne, was ſent for the 
_ purpoſe of examining into ſome attempts to introduce the French revolutiortary | 
principles into the Pays de Vaud. Several perſons were feized ; the greater part 
| were releaſed; the examination was ſecret, but Roſſet and La Motte were con- 
© fined in the caſtle of Chillon; and being afeerwards condemned, for, carreſpon- . 
cence. with the Frencli, to a long impriſonment, were | to 4 caſ- 
tle of Arbourg frum whanee they cieaped, BT 
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' You will fee her in Landen“ with dear Corea, nete 
Ss winter. My BALLY es 
_  Hopfhead of Madeira; fo that in Bonour I could Yor 
- Fupplant Him: yet I do affare you, from my het 


another departure is much more painful to me. The 


apartmem below f is fhüt up; and T know not when T 


ſhall again viſit it with pleafure- Adin. * Wen 
one and all, moſt apes jy yours AR 


BE 9 2 
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LAS alas! the ad if a tion has again 

poſſeſſed me. Three months have nearly rolled 
He finds your departure; and feven letters, five from 
the moſt valuable Maria, and two from yourfelf, have 
extorted from me only à fingle epiſtle, which perhaps 
would never have been written, had T not uſed tlie per- 
miſſion of employing my own tongue and the hand of 
a ſecretary. Shall 1 tell you, that for theſe laſt fix 
weeks, the eve. of every day has witneſſed a frm reſo- 
lution, and the day itſelf has furniſhed ſome ingenious 


delay? This morning, for inſtance, I determined to 
Invade you as ſoon as the breakfaſt things ſhould be re- 


moved: they were removed ; but I had ſomething to 
read, to write, to meditate, and there was time enough. 


| before me. Hour after hour has ſtolen away, andT f 


nally begin my letter at two 0 clock, evidently too late 


for the poſt, as I muſt dreſs, dine, go abroad, Sec. A 
| founcation > eri, * be el which chi wg 1 mo 


Madame de Silva. 1 ers 32 Fj 
+ The Sd ab «dither of feed 
| Lauſanne. 8. 


ye at your viſit to Lauſanne. While 


table plan of life, the laft trump ſound-/ 


lar; eaſy; 60 forte 
ed, aud, Without ſpeaking of the pang of ſeparation, 
you leſt me to one of the moſt gloomy, ſolitary months 
of October Which T have ever paſſed. For yourſelf and | 
daughters, however, youTute dann Elm ee, | 


of the moſt intereſting ſcenes of this v Tab, at 


Cbblener, have ſuggeſted a train of lively images and 
ufeful ideas, which will not be ſpeedily eraſed. The 


mind of the young damſel, more eſpecially, will be 


enlarged andenlightened in every ſenſe. In four months 
ſhe has lived many years; andſhe will much deceive and 
diſpleaſe me, if ſhe does not review and methodize her 


Journal, in ſuch'a manner as ſhe is capable of perform 


ing, for the amuſement of her particular friends. Ano 
ther benefit which will redound from your recent view is, 
that every place, perſon, and object, about Lauſanne, 
are now become familiar and intereſting to you. In our 
future correſpondence (do I dare pronounce the word 
correſpondence ?) I can talk to you as freely of every 

circumſtance as if it were actually before your eyes. 
Andi firſt, of my own improvements. All thoſe venera - 
ble piles of ancient verdure which you admired ha ve been 
eradicated in one fatal day. Tour faithful ſubſtitutes, 

William de Severy and Levade „have never eeaſed to 


Perlebus Ws l F fgned thetr death wurzust. Their 


place is now ſupplied by a number of pictureſque nalced 
ry the foſter fathers of as _—_ twigs of Platanuſſes, 
| which 


Sade es = rears of fariey, 11e der whether 1 


T poſſeſſed d family, the ſentiment of pleaſure highly 
6d; when, juſt as we had fublided in a regus = 
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Imonſt:canſeſs-tha: che texrago-appexas broader, ran dre 
IIdiſcoser a much larger quantity of-ſnow.thamLihouldg 
LS: atherwiſe do. The work 
1 plan for cutting out a new bed- chamber and | | 

hut, on mature conſideration, we e eee 


r eee | 


om. Ge wg Won eee = 


Admire Free 


— n eee area o apes vl 


communication with the library will be artfully buried. | 
in the -wainſcot; and, umeſs it be opened-by-my:own 

choice, may always remain a profound ſecret. Such is 
the deſign; but as it will not be executed before ned 
ſummer, you have time and liberty to ſtate your objectia | 
ons. I am much colder about the ſtaircaſe,; but it may: - 
be finiſhed, according to your idea, for thirty, pounds 
and I feel they will perſuade me. Am I not a very rich 


man ? When theſe alterations are completed, ſew authors 
of fix volumes in quarto will be more agreeably lodged: | 


than myſelf. Lauſanne is now full and lively; all our. 
native families are returned from the country; ande 
praiſed be the Lord: ve axe infeſted with few foreigneras. 
either French or Engliſh. Even our democrats are more: 
reaſonable or more diſcreet ; it is agreed, to wave tlie 
ſubje& of politics, and all ſeem happy and cordialu@.h 


base 2 grand dinner this week, a ſupper of thirty or fory 
ty people on Twelfth-day, &c.; ſome concerts; have 


taken place, ſome balls are talked of; and even Mazid 
Fould allow (yet. it is ungenerous to ſay even Maria) 
that the winter ſcene at Lauſanne is tolerably gay. ang 
aQive. Ifay nothing of the eee as Angletine haz 


235 


has given him a prefling invitation 


neither party is ſtrong enough to oppoſe a ſettlement; 
and I cannot ſee a poſfibility of an amicable arrangement, 


Before I conclude, a word of my vexatious affairs. 
Shall I never ſail on the ſmooth ſtream of good ſecurity 
and half-yearly intereſt? will every body refuſe my 
money? I had already written to'Darrel and Goſling to 
obey your commands, and was in hopes that you badal- 
ready made large and ſalutary evacuations. During 


cold indifference of agents; but you are now in Eng- 
land you will be ſpeedily in London: ſet all your ſet- 


you not advertiſe ? Yet I am almoſt aſhamed to com- 


me Philoſophy of ſo many French. 
| wha 


itat n that 


to his own houſe... In the beginning of February I pro- 
poſe geing to Geneva for three or four weeks. I fhall. 
e 3 m morning wil he. 
thanks here Thave many acquaintance; This ſhort? 
abſence will agitate my ſtagnant life, and reſtore me with 
freſh appetite ta my houſe, my library, and my friends. 
Before that time (the end of February) what events may? 
happen, or be ready to happen The National Aſſem- 
hly (compared to which the former was a ſenate of he. 
roes aid demi- gods) ſeem. reſolved to attack Germany. 
d quatre millions de bayoneites Ii bres ; the army of the 
princes muſt ſoon either fight, or ſtarve, or conquer. 

| Win Sweden draw. his ſword ? will Ruſſia draw her 
purſe ? an empty purſe ! All is darkneſs and anarchy: 


: 
8 2 


where there are no heads (in any ſenſe of the word) who 
tan anſwer for the multitude. Send me your ideas, and 
thoſe of Lord Guildford, Lord Loughborough, Fox, &c. 


your abſence I never expected much effect from the 


ting; dogs to beat the field, hunt, enquire, Why ſhould 
plain of ſome ſtagnation of intereſt, when Lam witneſs | 
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left us; * | 
ol St. Domingo; he is viterly 
brother, whom he — PIO, e e | — 


by the negroes. Theſe are real: | 
mach 51hved the plan of he Memoirs Tone i ob- 
eck; and, as you do not think it ridiculous; 7 believe f. 

Mell melee an attempt: if 1 can pleaſe myſelf; Lam c. 
fident of not difpleaſing; but let this be a profound” 
Etet between us: people muſt not be prepared to W 


they muſt be taken by furpriſe. Have you lo6k6d over 


your, or rather my, letters? Surely in the courſe of the 5 
year, you may find x ſafe and cheap occafiot' of ſending 
me a parcel; they may affift me. Adieu. I vmbr 
my Lady: ſend me a favourable account of her health, Z 
1 kiſs the Marmaille. By an amazing puſſi of remorſe 


5 and diligence l haye finiſhed my letter (chree pages and & 
| half } this ſame day fines qinlr ; butT * N 


. Ever yours. a 8 
. hg GR FFF 0 de "A 


T 
"> the Same. = 
Bats bean: 1 31, Hog 


SIS | To-morrow a new year, mites cr felites f 

Iba. moſt n repent of my late repentanee 
and do almoſt ſwear never to renounce the amiable 

and uſeful practice of procraſtination. / Had Idelayeds 


as I was ſtrongly tempted, another poſt, your miſſive 
of the 13th, which did not reach me till this morning 


(three mails were due), would have arrived in time, and 


1 might have avoided this ſecond Herculean labour. It 


will be, however, no more than an infant Hercules. 


The topics of conyerſation have been fully diſcuſſed, and 


I ſhall now. confine, myſelf to the needfal - of the new 


. I. Felix fauflumque /1! may no untoward acci- 


dent 


— — $5 in 6 leur ad exfy Nec, ſock | 


2 1 have PNG: ADR eee end nes 


e 


e e pes avoids 60 MHgh, 3 | 
Heh damned-ſtate of proſperity under that fellow Pitts | 


aſe at ſuch low in 


chat it goes againſt me to: pu 


5 la my vit es England next autumn, or jn the ſpring kalt 


(alas! yon muſt acquieſce in the altergative,) 
I bepe ta be armed: with ſufficient materials to draw = 
. Tam, which may be employed as taſte or fancy ſhall die- 
tate, in the improvement of my library, :a ſervice « 
: Bates Sc. I am dee, e bar ſurely this 3 


———— e eee uſed for- 
merly to be, has carried me farther than I expected. 
Vet us now drink and be merry. I flatter myſelf that 
your Madeira, improved by its travels, will ſet forwards 


for Meſſrs. Romberg, at Oſtend, early in the ſpring ; 
and I ſhould be very well pleaſed if you could add 2 
- hogſhead of excellent Claret, for which we ſhould be 


entitled to the drawback : they muſt halt at Baſle, and 


ſend notice to me for a ſafe- conduct. Have you had 
any intelligence from Lord Auckland about the wine 
which he was to order from Bourdeaux, by: Marſeilles 


; and the Rhone? The one need not impede the other; I 
- wiſh'to have a large ſtock. Corea has promiſed me a2 


: hogſhead of his native Madeira, for which I am to give 
- him an order on Cadell for a copy of the Decline and 


Fall: he vaniſhed without notice, and is now at Paris. | 


. Could you not fiſh" out his direction by Mrs. Wood, 
- who'by this time is in England ? Trejoice in Lally'sproſ- 
perity. Have you reconſidered my propoſal of a decla- 
vation of conſtitutional principles from the heads of the 
r bz 1 mint e addreſs from 2 Wer of Wy to 
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me the log-expe&ted: 


for the next; and twenty empty-handed poſtiions have 
blown their infignificant horns, till I am proved at aſt 


. Aden; ever your, - DN da Ut ee eee 
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"fear 700 eee ee as uſual; 1 will begin 
che attack, and ſcold mt you, for not having yet ſent 


my mortgage. Vou 'had poſitively afſured | 
ſecond of February would terminat wy r, 
by ®conſummation ſo devoutly to be wiſhed.” "The news, 
_ therefore, might reach me about the eighteenth; und 1 
argued with the gentle logie of lazineſs, thut it was per- 


feckly idle to anſwer your letter, till T could chaunt 


thankſgiving ſong of gratitude and praiſe. As every pot 
diſappointed my hopes, the ſame argument wis repeated 


to write by ſheer impatience and vexation.” Facit' indignatfo 


verſum. Coſpetio di Baccho; for I muſt eaſe myſelf by 
fwearing a little. What is the cauſe, the meaning, the 

pretence, of this delay? Are the Yorkſhire mortgagers 
inconſtant in their wiſhes ? Are the London lawyers con- 


ſtant in their procraſtination ? Is a letter on the road to 


inform me that all is concluded, or to tell me that all 18 
broken to pieces? Had the money been placed in tie 
chree per cents laſt May; beſides the annual intereſt} it 


* 2 have gained by the riſe of ſtock nearly twenty per 
Vour lordſhip is a wiſe man, a fuccefsful writer, 


avs an uſeful ſenator ; you underſtand America and Ire- 


land, corn and flaves, but your prejudice againſt the 
funds, in which I am often tempted to join, makes you 


a little blind to their inereaſing value in the hands of our 


x would be more corre if be hal ay andy my preference of land | to 
A ocher property. : 


virtuous 


Se more a rd raps farure : 
 - correſpondence will be no longer tainted with buſineſs. | 
Shall I then be more diligent and regular? I hope and 


believe ſo ; for now that I have got over this article of 
worldly: intereſt, my letter ſeems to be almoſt finiſhed. 
. 4.propes,of letters, am I not a ſad dog co forget my Lagy 
and Maria ? Alas | the dual number has been prejudicial 


-to-both.. «©, How happy could Ibe with either, were t other 


-year charmer away.” I am like the aſs of famous memo 
ry; 1-cannot. tell which way, to turn. firſt, and there 1 
ſtand mute and immoveable. The Baronial and maternal 
_dignity af my Lady, ſupported by twenty years friend- 
hips may claim the preference. But the five incompara- 


ble letters of Maria Next Wen mee, I not 


-aſhamed to talk of ment week? as 
Lhave moſt ſucceſsfully, and moſt a 
1 my plan of ſpending the month of March at Geneva, in 


the Necker · houſe, and every circumſtance that I had 


arranged turned out beyond my expectation; the freedom 
of the morning, the ſociety of the table and drawing 
room, from half an hour paſt two till fix or ſeven; an 
evening aſſembly and card- party, in a round of the beſt 
and, excepting one day in the week, a private 


Lapper of free and friendly - converſation. - You would | | 


like Geneva better than Lauſanne ; there is much more 
information to be got among the men; but though 1 


found ſome agreeable women, their manners and ſtile of 


lte res. — whole, leſs n and Plewſans N 


De n A ur ly polite, ſenſible; an | 


without the genius and fame of the.ſtgteſman,, but much 
-ore adapted for private. and ordinary happineſs. Ma- 
dame de Stael is expected in a few weeks at Copet, whexe 
- they receive ber, and where, ce to dumb e 
a prey, 
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5 Paris.” But what ears the poor creature do ? ber . ; 
band is in'Swee b 


„der Jover is no longer ſetretuy at 0 


Var, and her father's houſe ische only pies ela flie 583 


een reſide with the leaſt degree of prude 
| Ot that father I have | really a much Hinher des: chan I I 
= ever had before; in our: domeſtie intimacy he caſt away 1 


Bis gloom and reſerve; II ſa a great deal of his nnd, 
and all that I fſaw) is fair and wörthy. He was over- 
whelmed by che hurritane, (he miſtook his way in the fog, 


but in ſuch a perilous” ſituation; I much doubt whether 


any mortal could have ſeen or ſtood.” In the meanwhile, 62 


he is abuſed by: all parties, and none of the French in 


Geneva will ſet their foot in his houſe. He remembers 
Lord Sheffield with eſteem ; his health is, gad, and be 
would be tranquii in his private liſe, wert not his ſpiriis 
continually wounded by the arrival of every letter and 
every new paper. His ſympathy is deeply intereſted by 
the fatal conſequences of a revolution, in which he had 


-aRed ſo leading a part; and he feels as a friend for the 


danger of M. de Leſſart, who may be guilty in the eyes | 


; of the Jacobins,? or eren of his judges, by thoſe. very 


actions and diſpatches which would be moſt approved by 


all the lovers of his country. What a momentous | 


event is the Emperor's death l In the forms of a neir 


reign, and of the Imperial election, the democrats have 
atleaſt gained time, if they lenew how to uſe it. But the 
new monarch, though of a weak complexion, is of a 


martial temper ; he loves the ſoldiers, and is beloved by 
them; and the flow fluQuating politics of his uncle may 


de ſacceeded by a direct line of march to the gates of | 


ery Es: Arne 


r00ps will no ehe, that the people have loſt all fra z 


brian cannon; th ame is up. * 25 Tc ON ro 
trians or Sponiards.? the French are themſelves their 


greateſt enemies; four the and Marſeillois are marched 
nt Arles and Avignon, the traupes de ligne are divi- 
ded we che two parties, and ælie flame of civil war 
don extend over the ſouthern provinces.” You have 
| heard of the unworthy treatment of the Swiſs regiment 
of Exnſt. The canton of Berne bas bravely recalled 
them with a ſtout letter to the King of France, which 
muſt be inſerted in all the. papers. Ino come to tho 
moſt unpleaſant article, our home politics. Boſſet and 
La Motte are condemned to fine and twenty years impri- 
ſonment in the fortreſs offelrrbourg. We have not yet 
received their, official ſentence, nor is it believed that . 
proofs and proceedings againſt them will be publiſhed; 


an awkward circumſtance, which it does not ſeem —4 


to juſtify... Some (though none of nate) are taken up, 
ſeveral are fled, nany more are ſuſpected and ſuſpicious... 
All are filent, but it is the ſilence of fear and diſcontent ; 3 
and the ſecret hatred which rankled againſt government 
begins to point againſt the few who are known. to be, 
well · affected. I never knew any place ſo much changed 
as Lauſanne, even ſince laſt year; and though you will 


not be much obliged to me for the motive, I begin very 


ſeriouſly to think of viſiting Sheffield -Place by the month. 
of September next. Yet here again I am frightened, by. 
the dangers of a French, and the difficulties. of a Ger- 
man, route. Vou muſt ſend me an account of the paſ- 
ſage from Dieppe to Brighton, with an itinerary of the 
Rhine, diſtances, Expences, &c. As uſualy I juſt ſave. 


the poſt, nor have I time to read my letter, which, after, 


waſting the morning in deliberation, has been ſtruck off. 
in a heat lince dinner. No news of the Madeira. The 


axe juſt red; n. 
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© flave. queſtion you laſt. 
W Lay os defeated. What is the cauſe of this. lt9y, | 
x? if ie proceeded only wen en 


ba”. 8 my own. = 
| , would have been added to themus 
ing flavery, in the numerous petition 
4 5 fsve trade, was there no leaven of ne demo 
prineiples ? no wild ideas of the rights and natural 
ef wan? Itis thefe, I fear, Some-avticles in 
pamphlets of the years the Jockey Clu 
= les into my bands 1 do nat infer much from ſuch. | 
: -  Heations; jaar rn of: 
malignant a caſt. 1 ſhuddered at Grey's motion ;. cif! 
the half-ſapport- of Fox, admired. the firmnels of Piece: 
declaration, andexcuſed the uſual intemperanceof Burke. 
| Surelyſach men a8 e, #6424648, #22349, hays talonty> 
for miſchief. Iſee a club of reform Which containg fm 
reſpectable names. Inform me of the profelions, abe priv | 
ED ciples, the plans, the reſources, of theſe 1 Wali; 
1 they beat the wiads of the people ? Does the Frenhar 
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mam, if you 


Fm —— ypc prpher goes: Ty 
wil wich this blem buſindfs, if you do 


not reſiſt F 


| pckavgs dp nr 
you ure wit; You wilt vs even 


=. hap 46 woher Four priroipies juſt im theorys 


b tiſbiqueNG moſt pdxtiieions ur prafitice 1 and your 
oſt cue mens wii be produWiee of every fibſequertt 


Miſthisf, for hen you Will beanfwerdble to pour boulis 


ry and to poſterky. 'Dv avrfulſe yo s 
164 1e 1 fame ſeverity 3 remember (be pre 


te de lat 


me Freneh meshabehy. Niet fer yours he it flood foun- 
Led us if Wight feen, off the rock of une, forces and 


ofiaiony fupporied by de uiple arifiotracy 
we koblityz und We parlament They 
Hibs dat ey ure vaniſiec from Wie cürtbt F this 


406 effect or the men of 1 


sf the ctrureh; 
fre crumbled 


in Brigland 40 bf dees not open every eye; and alte 
———7ꝙ—ðvV IF In foo petit 


Rate alight 7 1 am wee defpondingz Encourage wer 
My pen h vun inte this argument; for; ib much 4 


foreigner #5 You ende me, en this thomenioiy fubjedt, 


Ieel wyfelf an Englimman. 
The plenfurè of reſiding at 


Iieſticld-Place in Ader a ; 
the Ark und ts mess obeſe of my viſit we my native 
country. Dat Gen or K6w will that vifie be affected? 
Clouds and whitlwinds, Aufirian' Croats aud Gallic 


nils, Neem en every ſide to impede my paſſage. 
You «pet te apprekena cue pers or difficulties of we 
und Preneh peses i. more ſunguinary than 


R2 


; Willa neither obey nor 


German 648,” | 
me us. 1 mit fat Arough, perhaps, a thou- 
The frueh ot perpotu, We dete 
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without a any accident kifote next September; and I am : 
| ſenſible that many things appear 1 more formidable ata df | 
tance than on a nearer approach. Without any abſolute 
| determination, we muſt ſee. what. the events of. the next. 
ee or four months will produce. In the mean whites 
1 ſhall expe with impatience your next letter: let it he 
| ſpeedy ; 3 my anſwer ſhall be prompt. * {<0 . das Bo Hg: | 
Tou will be glad, or ſorry; to le: t my gloomy 
apprehenfions. are much abated: and that my 10 W 
whenever it takes place, will be an act of 1 
chan of neceſſity. 1 do not pretend to affrm, that ſceret 
diſcontent,” dark ſuſpicion, private animoſity, are very 
materially aſſuaged; but we have not experience, nor do 
we now apprehend, any dan rous acts of violence, 
Which may compel me to ſeek: a refuge among the friend- 
| I Bears*, and to abandon my library tothe mercy. of the | 
_ "democrats. The firmneſs and vigour of government 
| have cruſhed, at leaſt for a time, the ſpirit-of ĩnnovati- 
' "on and I do not believe that the body of che people, | 
. eſpecially the peaſants, are diſpoſed for à revolution. 
From France, praiſed be the dæmon of anarchy the 
| _  Infurgems of the Pays de Vaud could not at preſent 
= Have much to hope; and ſhould the gardas nationales, of 
a | _ _  *Which there is little appearance, attempt an incurſiom 
the conntry is armed and prepared, and they would be 
ney "reſiſted with equal numbers and ſuperior diſcipline, The 
14 5 |  _*Gallic wolves that prowled round Geneva axe drawn 
A away, ſome to the ſouth and ſome to the north, and the 
"We events raged: ſeem to 1 | 
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corps will add to the ſecurity of our frontie·err 
Trejoiee that we have ſo little to ſay on that ſubje& of 
worldly: affairs. * # This ſummer we are threatened 
with an inundation, beſides many nameleſs Engliſh and 
Iriſh; but I am anxious for the ucheſs of Devonſhire 
and the Lady Elizabeth Foſter, who, are on their march. 
Lord Malmſbury, the-audacieus. Harris, wil inform y ou. | 
that he hes ſeen me: im I would haye.conſented, to 1 85 , 
One word more before we part; call upon Mr. John 
Nichols, bookſeller and printer, * — s Head 8 5 
Lion-Paſſage, Fleet: Street, and alk him whether he. did, | 
not, inning of March, receiye a very po lite. 
TeqteeFfrom Mn Gibbon of Lauſanne? To which, either 
23-4. man of buſineſs or a civil gentleman, he ſhould have. 
returned an anſwer. My application related to a domeſtic. 4 
article in the Genjleman's Magazine, of Auguſt 1988, 
(p. 698,) which had lately fallen into my hands, and 
concerning which I requeſted ſome farther lights, Mry. i 
Moſs delivered the letters“ into, my hands, but I doubt 
whether they will be of much ſeryice to me the worlg 
appears far more difficult in the execution than i in the 
| idea, and as Lam now taking my leaye for ſome time of the 
Ilbrary, Iſhall not make much progreſs in the memoirs of. 
P. P. till Tam on Engliſh ground. But is it indeed true, 
hat I ſhall eat any Suſſex pheaſants this autumn? The 
event is in the book of Fate, and, I cannot unroll the 
leaves of September and October,. Should I reach. 
Sheffield- Place, I hope to find the whole, family i in a 
perfect ſtate uf exiſtence, except a certain Maria Hol- 
His letters to me for a certain period, which be defied me to ſend, to 
aft et. his Memoirs, 8. | 
N | royd, 
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FRO " expedition is at Mie potion it 


F. be much farprifed, © The pu 
the danger of one road, and the difficulties of note 


which e en en me fm 

e Is t meaſure, fubliqed;" our Mites” 

prifonery are forgotten ; the country beine to cover” 
its ok good humour and” u ing 

the laſt revolution of Faris appears to bave cot 

alniolft every body of the fal confe quences of d 


and tranquillity an the Duke of 
opened the French road. Bat if F ami not driven. 
Laufanne, you will aſk, 1 hope" with 8 2 
whether L am not drawn to England; and morg e 
to Shefficld-Place ? Phe deſfre os ings” re: 
_ yours is now'the ſtrongeſt, and} muſt 85 ee 
the ßole, inducement thar ga force me bm mg: library" 
and garden, over ſeas and mobntaiss e 
world wilt forget and be forgotten, and evety tar oe 
Serre he ef fs forme nequaintance, ho 85 Ben- 
fipledfriends: Lord Gudfardand Sis Joſhi Rejholth 
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ment, J F pretend to give you! any” Paris neg. 
StoplsFinforny ye ou, as we helieve, that Zaha os. 


the cannibate, you. Vo U poi anſwer, that by is now... 
fining in che library” at Seher Madame de Sal, 
after miracyſifly eſcaping throaght pikes and poignards, 1, 
has rache chr caſtle of Copet, where Y ſhall ſee her 
1285 the end een. 2 ay 128 e | 


aryl cof Jie copliy . "Lambatle, — 75 1 
heir. F 
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ſurged af Berne, but reſcument may bir checked by Pres. 
ing ie of eee F applaud:your modes... 
rations ang 1 | hes of all the ſenſe and'prov... 
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gh court of Turin appears to haye been ſurpriſed. by the 
E ſtrange excentric motions of 2 democracy, w which always | 
..., aQts from the paſſion of the moment; and their inferior 
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Pucheßs of Devonſhire, Ancaſter, Ke, will be | 


= has entered Savoy, and poſſeſſed, themſelyes of Cam- 


Ducheſ (for du or —— are Dr 


l eurer v. oY a dut Ever eee een 
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Ji: . chat you may have ſome t ifi 


bpesred to me that a ſhort extraordinary difpatch might 
not be unacceptable on this occaſion. .. I is indeed true, 


dat about ten days ago the French army of the e South, 
under the command of M; de Monteſquiou, (if, any 
French army can be "ſaid to be under any command.) 


perry, Montmelian, and ſeyeral other places. k has 
always been the practice of the King of Sardinia to.aban- 
don his tranſalpine dominions ; but on this occaſion the 


| troops] have retreated, with ſome loſs and diferace, into 
_ the paſſes of the Alps. Mount Cenis is APY prion 
and our Engliſh. trayellers who are pound f for Italy, the 


to explore 2 long circuitous road through 2 irol 

Ps the Chablais is yet intact, nor can our telele dif- 
eover che tricolor banners « on the other fi de, £6 00 

Our accounts of the French numbers fe eem to vary from 


fifteen 


| —— T0 — 
[howevers. melt away, as they will find no flunder,enͥbdt 
- ſcanty ſtence, in the poverty and barrenneſs of Sa- 
vo N. B. LThaye juſt ſeen a letter from Mr. de Mpn- 
I acfquious.\ who: boaſts that at his firſt entrance into Savoy 
ohe bad: only N battalions... . intelligence av | 
from correct. ab ODE Wakes e be 
The ee of Guigea dren elit by this- 4. 
gerous neighbourhood, and more eſpecially by the well- | 
known animoſity of an exiled citizen, Claviere, whois - 
one of the ſix miniſters of the French republic. It was 5 
200 cnried by # ſmall majority in the General Countil, io 
Lullin che ſuecour of three thouſand Swiſs, Which is ſtii- 


tene of the minority, was founded on the danger of pro- 
75 weg the en and they ſeem to ne wn ragath 


<A 4 y-. 


dent amounts to 1 of war. The fortifications : 
of Geneva are not contemptible, eſpecially: on the fide of 
ery ; and it is much doubted whether Mr. de Monteſ- 
I " quion is prepared for à regular ſiege ; but the maleron - 
- tents are numerous within the walls, and I queſtion whe- 
ther the ſpirit of the citizens will hold out againſt a bom-- 
5 W In the mean while the diet has declared that 
dhe firſt cannon fired againſt Geneva will be conſidered as 
ke: an act of ' hoſtility againſt the whole Helvetic body. 
Berne, as the neareſt and moſt powerful canton, has 
taken the lead with great vigour and vigilance; the road 
zs filled with the perpetual ſucceſſion of troops and artil- 
ö Hr > hp and, if ſome diſaffection lurks in the towns, the 
"mJ aſants, eſperially the Germans, are inflamed with a 
8 eg deſire of encountering the murderers of their 
. e Mr Ee de Watteville, with whom you"dined 
8] 15 m W laſt — refuſed to e 1 e Nos 
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 cixoumſanees, at a. time. when 12 
why Mp Wee ae er | 20 


and eee feen that eee 
185 1 ee whbeh are chief from- the Son- 
dern Provinces, wit net cheerfully entertain the rigor = 
of an Alpine winter. The ch instant, Mr. de Chatezu- | 
b eee Near gre augh= 
| Hferyand Dt eee 
their Swiſs allies, and s puniſſe the magiſtrates who-had 
traiteroufly propoſed the calling im theſe foxcign troops. | 
It is. pect y the fable of the wolves, who offered: to 
make peace wich the ſheep, provided they would fen 
away their dogs. You know what docame' of the ſheep. = 
This demand appears 30 have kindied's juſt and gene- 
ral indignation, face it announced'an edidt of proferipti- 
pal and muſt bo gta anne ee which. - 5 


E 


en I j and the Swiſh, who: may eaſily be 
ee eee 
Pirit to the timorons, and confdenee to the- wel haf 
23 are filed with arms, their ma 


* zumuten, and their graneries with corn. 1 
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through the country, in his way from Ratiſbon, declares. 


| Eanvention: About eleven. thouſand Bernois are al- 


is more likely, will the Fr rench begin the attack? ſhould 
Senda yield to fear or force, this country is open 60 
an invaſion; and though our men are brave, we want 
generals; and I deſpiſe the French much leſs than 1 | 


© from the King of Sardinia and the Auſtrians of "Milan 


' Brunſwick (amazement !) ſeems to have failed in . | 
great project. For my part, till Geneva falls, 1 do nit | 


Tu ſtrong horſes, and nc 7 7 a 
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CEAPPIDS ee be ATE dad; 


aomganded from nh he Alle Demon 
2 lurks Tre city. the Se 5 7 
rather commercial than military, and oof e * 
lefty promiſe, and baſe ſurrender, in the ear 174 
is freſh in our memories. In the.. mean, while, 4 000. 
French at the moſt are arrived in the ne A, | 


heavy artillery. Perhaps an haughty menace may be re- 
pelled by. a firm countenance. . If. it were worth while 

talking of juſtice, what a ſhameful attack of a feeble, ' 
unoffending ſtate! On the news. of their danger, a 
Switzerland, from Schaffouſe to the Pays de Vaud, 
Bas riſen in arms; and a French reſident, who W 8 


Lis intention of informing and admoniſhing the National 


ready poſted in the neighbourhood of Copet and Ny» 
on; and new reinforcements of men, artillery, Kc. ar- 
five every day. Another army is drawn together to 
bppofe M. de Ferrieres, on the ſide of Bienne and the 
biſhopric of Bafle; ind the Auſtrians in Swabia would | 
be ealily perſuaded : to croſs the Rhine in our defence. 
But we are yet isnorant whether our ſovereigns mb 
to wage offenſive or defenſtve war. If the latter, which 


did two months ago. It ſhould ſeem that our hops 


e Duks'6f 


are faint and diſtant ; Spain ſleeps ; and t 


think of a retreat; but, at all events, I aur providet'with i 


5 
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5 To SE L FIELD, AND dt dog 
Zach _— be mit my winter. quarters, and che 
ſociety o f, the Neckers would make any place agreeable.* 
Their fituation, 1s worſe than mine: I _haveno. daughter” 
res 10 lie i in; nor do 1 fear the French ariſtrocrats on 
je road. Alen. Keep: my letters; excuſe contradictious 
and repetitions. - The Ducheſs of Devonſhire leaves us: 
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_ by TY dur e e be pacific turn; 


but I will not venture to affirm that our peace will 
be wither ſafe or honourable. | Mr. de Monteſquiou 
and three of the commiſſioners of the Convention, who. 


are at Carrouge, have had frequent conferences with 


the magiſtrates of Geneva; ſeveral expreſſes have been 


diſpatched to and from Paris, and every ſtep of the ne- 
gotiation is communicated to the deputies of Berne and | 


Zurich. The French troops obſerve a very tolerable 
degree of order and diſcipline; and no act of hoſtilit 
5 Jane yer beak/<ommitied on ae Geneva. 
| 2 120 October 27 
My: uſual: temper very readily ee the excuſe, 
chan: it would. be better to wait another week, till the 
final ſettlement of our affairs. The treaty is ſigned 
between France and Geneva; and the ratification of the 
Convention is looked upon as aſſured, if any ching can 
be aſſured in that wild democracy. On condition that 
the Swiſs garriſon, with the approbation of Berne and 


Zurich, be recalled. before the firſt of December, i it is 


Aipulsted that the indepen 
Aerved inviolate; that Mr. 


mediately ſend away his heavy artillery; and that no 
| French troops hall approach within ten leagues of the 


city, As the Swiſs haye acted only 8 auxiliaries, they 
have no occaſion for a 1 treaty 3 ; but they cannot 


E 'of Geneva ſhall be pre- 
de 


prudently | 
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mea Bur when he. Emperor, the ih , 
E — pro 5 
derſtand this moſt unexpeRed+ failure Þ L Will e, 
a ample ſhare to the badneſs of che rode and ds 
_ weather, to famine und diſeaſe, tis the fl ef Du. 
marie a heaven-bort general? and t che ent = 
aſtie ardour of che new Romans ? but Mills main hah? 
— — — the bottom 
— — — wi 7 
homes; and I ſhall not be reduced s the hafd nooefs,” 
fity of ſecking a winter aſylum: at Zorich or CotiRazices,” 
but L en not pleaſed with our future proſpects. Tt is © 
much $6 be feared that the prefent government of Ve- 
nere will. be ſoen modelted after' the French faſſiion 3” 
the” MOT. Patna ir IE oppoſite 
| erful mt nackows 3 ; und uatevaqteam; — 
who begin again to renn their beads, will be furvoutided 
with temptations, and examples, and-allies. Tknow not 
whether the Pays de Vaud will long adhere — 
minion of Berne; or whether L ſhall be permitted to 
my days in this little paradife, n 4641? 
ſuited to my taſte and circ | 'y eb unt od, 
Ted Monday only I received your lese ieh hs 
dy e 
£4 #5 


— * * 


NV calc of my ine I qhink-peculiarly hand: te loſe 


ugh updexſtand why, ſo civil a gentleman: could not f 
TRI mn, in ſi months, with an anfwer- "dy the pol: 


rather furgriſes.mc, as I ſuppoſe I am ns" al 
. have, been; for-theſe lat twenty years. Should 
you. hold your; reſolution. of wridng-enly ſuch things'- 
as may be publiſhed at Charing-Croſs, our future co. 
reſpondence would not be very intereſting. But Lene 
and xequires at this dmportans erilis/ 2 full and conſicdent 
dot your views concerning England, Ireland, ant! 
France. Von have 8 ſtreng and clear eye; and y 
pen ia, perhaps, the moſt uſeful.quill-that ever has bern 
plucked from a gooſe. Your protection of the French 
refugees. is highly applauded. - Reſſet and La Motte 
ü d from. Arbourg, perhaps with connivance 
en demnace from ta repai; —_— 


wa; vonn ow SA | Mea) eyes 
RECEIVED tis cy _ Mewes 9th, = moſt amiable 
diſpatch from dhe tod humble fetretarys of the 
family of Eſpee i, dated October 24th, which I anfwer 
the ſame day. It will be acknowledged, that I have ful- 
filled my engagements with 2s much accuracy "as our 
uncertain ſtate and the fragility of human nature would © 
ANI Holroyd, | Þ Meaning Sheffjeld-Place. = 


allow, 
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* eee e eee e. . 
- two ſuch unequal powers, as the Geneva Flea and the | 

Leviathan France, we were thunderſtruck with the intel- 
gence that the miniſters of the republic refuſed to ra- = 
33 the conditions; and they were indignant, with ſome 

colour of reaſon, at the hard obligation of withdrawing 
 - their troops to the diſtance of ten leagues, and of con- 
_ ſequently leaving the Pays de Ger naked, and-expoſed _ 
to the. Swiſs who had afſembled 16, oo men on the 
frontier, and with whom they had not made any agree- | 
ment. The meſſenger who was ſent laſt - Sunday from 
Geneva is not yet returned; and many perſons ace 
afraid of ſome deſign and danger in this delay. Mon- 5 
teſquiou has aQed with politeneſs, moderation, and 
apparent fincerity ; but he may reſign, he may be ſu- 
perſeded, his place may be occupied by an enraged, by 
| Servan, or Prince Charles of Heſſe, who would aſpire | 
to imitate the predatory fame of Cuſtine in Germany. : 
In the mean while, the General holds à wolf by the 
| ears; an officer who has ſeen his troops, about 18,000, 
men (with a tremendous train of artillery), repreſents 
them as a black, daring, deſperate crew of buccaneers, 
rather ſhocking than contemptible; the officers (ſcarcely 
a gentleman among them), without ſervants, or horſes, 
or baggage, lying higgledly piggledly on the ground with 
the common men, yet maintaining a rough kind of diſ- 
cipline over them. They already begin to accuſe and 
even to ſuſpe& their general, and call aloud for blood 

and plunder: could they have an opportunity of ſqueez- 

ing ſome of the rich citizens, Geneva would cut up 

as fat as moſt towns in Europe. During this ſuſpenſion 

of hoſtilities they are permitted to viſit the city with; 
out arms, ſometimes three or four hundred at a time; 


and the magiſtrates, as well as the Swiſs commander, 
are 


- 


wr 1 8 ae 5 not prog "ou are our feng: 
yet it ſhould ſeem * on the other fide, that the French 


affect a "kind. 'of magnanimous juſtice towards their 


little neigbbour, and that they are not ambitious of an 
unprofitable conteſt with the poor and hardy Swiſh, * 4 
The Swiſs are not equal to a long and expenſive war ; ; 
and as moſt of our militia have families and trades, the 
country already ſighs for their return. Whatever can be 
yielded, without abſolute danger or diſgrace, will N 

doubtleſs be granted; and the buſineſs will probably © 

end ir in our owning the ſovereignty, and truſting to the 

good- faith of the republic of France: how that word 

would have ſounded. four years ago! The meaſure is 

buthiliating ; but after the retreat of the Duke of Brunſs | 

wick, and the failure of the Auſtrians, the ſmaller 

powers may acquieſce without diſhonour. Every dog 
has his day; and theſe Gallic dogs have their day, at 
leaſt, of moſt inſolent proſperity. After forcing or 
tempting the Pruffians to evacuate their country, they 
conquer Savoy, pillage Germany, threaten Spain: the 
Low Countries are ere now invaded ; Rome and Italy 
tremble ; they. ſcour the Mediterranean, and talk of 
ſending a ſquadron into the South Sea. The whole ho- 
rizon is ſo, black, that I begin to feel ſome anxiety 
for England, the laſt refuge of liberty and law; and 
the more ſo, as I perceive from Lord Sheffield's laſt 
epiſtle. that his firm nerves are a little ſhaken ; but of 
this more in my next, for I want to unburthen my | 
conſcience. If England, with the experience of our 
happineſs and French calamities, ſhould now be ſe- 
duced to eat the apple of falſe freedom, we ſhould indeed 
deſerve to be driven from the paradiſe which we enjoy. 


I turn aſide from the horrid and. improbable (yet not 


impoſſible) ſuppoſition, that, in three or four years' 
Vo L. I. 8 time, 
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che tragedy of the Archbiſhop of Arles; and the l longe 


| hy ſome faint and (I fear) fallacious promiſes of "clement 
Ts the women, and which have likewiſe engaged Madame am 


1 Ss fime- of: the Fabien dee | 
thought it as impoſſible three or four ꝙ ears ago 


ver did a revolutich affect to ſuch à degrée, the pris 

vate Exiſtence” of ſueh members of the ſirſt people df a 

| grent« country: your examples of miſery 

mateh with ſimilar examples in this country and: che 

neighbourhood ; and our ſympathy is the deeper, a 
we do not poſſeſs, like you, the means of ee 

in fome degree, the misfortunes of the fugitives; But 


could aſily 


T muſt have, from the very excellent pen of the Maria, | 


che better; Madame de Biron has probably been tetipred 


r 


* 


d Agueſſeau and her two daughters to rev ifit Fran 


Madame de Bouillon ſtands her ground; and ber aut 


Hon as a foreign princeſs is leſs expoſed. As Lord Sbel 
field has aſſumed the glorious character of protector of 
dhe diſtreſſed, his name is pronounced with gratitude aſd 


reſpect. The D. of Richmond is praiſed, on Madame 


de Biron's account. To the Princeſs d' Henin, and 
Tally, I wiſh to be remembered. The Neckers cannot 
venture into Geneva, and Madame de Stael will probe 
dly lie in at Rolle. He is printing a defence of the King, 


xc. againſt their republican Judges; but the name 


Necker is unpopular to all parties, and I much fear that 


\ the guillotine will be more ſpeedy than the preſs.” 1 


will, however, be an eloquent performance 3 2 and, * 1 


Fnd an opportunity, I am to ſend you one, to you Lord 


Sheffield by his particular deſire: he ' wiftics Tikewiſe to 
convey ſome copies with ſpeed to our principal people, 
Pitt, Fox, Lord Stormont; &c. But ſuch is the rapid 
ſucceſſion of events, that it will appear like the Pouvoir 
| Exceutif, his beſt work; after the Whole ſeene bas been 
totally . Ever 9 5 


Soo Mev ar ties 4 
25 4a 45; wc +® 


— Hog events in the eighteenth = 
century. I found the taſk-ſo- eaſy and pleaſant, that L 
had ſome thoughts of adding a letter to the gentle Loni- 


fal Tam this moment informed, that our troops on-the 
frontier are beginning to move, on their return _ 


5 yet ve hear nothing of the trenty s being concluded. 
Ewan or Bf. to the Hon Miß. HoLrovD. 


| | LAUSANNE, Nov. 10, 1792. 


bil Fenn the weekly political journal to Lord 8. 
my conſcience (for I have ſome remains of conſcience) 


| moſt powerfully urges me to ſalute, with ſome lines of 


friendſhip. and gratitude, the amiable ſecretary, . who 


might ſaye herſelf the trouble of a_ modeſt apology. 1 


have not yet forgotten our different behaviour after the 
much lamented ſeparation of October the 4th, 1991, your 
meritorious punctuality, and my unworthy ſilence. . I 
have {til} before me that entertaining narrative, which 
would have intereſted me, not only in the progreſs of 


the cariſſi ma familia, but in the motions of à Tartar | 


camp, or the march of a caravan of Arabs ; the mixture 
of juſt obſeryation and lively imagery, the ſtrong ſenſe 
of a man expreſſed with the eaſy elegance of a female. 


3 ſtill recolle& with pleaſure the happy compariſon of 


the Rhine, who had heard ſo much of liberty on both 


| his banks, that he wandered with miſchievous licentiouſ- 


neſs over all the adjacent meadows*, The inundation, 
alas! has now ſpread much wider; and it is ſadly to be 
feared that the Elbe, the Po, and the Danube, may imi- 
"tate the vile example of the Rhine: I ſhall be content, 
however, if our own Thames fill preſerves his fair cha- 
racter, of 15 

Strong without rage, without ae full. 


* Mr. Gibbon alludes to letters written to him by Miſs Holroyd, when the 
Was * from Switzerland, along the Rhine, to England. 
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CE - LETTERS: FROM x: - 


E-was- pleaſed with the compoſition- That amiable au- 
thor I have known and loved from the firſt dawning of 


lents; and as long as remain on this planet, I hall pur- 


tives, to have a particular account of your own ſtudies 


*% 


> 7 


"Theſe agreeable epiſtles of Maria produced bens 
dumb intentions; and ſome barren remorſe; nor have L 
deigned, except by a brief miffive from my chancellor; . 
to expreſs how mbbh 1 loved the author, and how much | 


her life and coguetry, to the preſent maturity of her ta- 


ſue, with the ſame tender and even anxious concerns the 
future. ſteps of her eſtabliſhment and life. That eſtas 
bliſhment muſt be ſplendid ; that life myſt be bappy. Sho 
is endowed with every gift. of nature and fortune ; bu 

the advantage which ſhe will derive from them, depends 
almoſt entirely on herſelf. , You muſt not, you ſhall 
not, think yourſelf unworthy | to write to any man? 
there is none whom your correſpondence would not 
amuſe and ſatisfy. 1 will not undertake a taſk, which 
my taſte would adopt, and my indolence would too ſoon 
relinquiſh ; but I am really curious, from the beſt 1 mos 


and daily occupation. What books do you read? and 
how do you employ your time and your pen ? Except 
ſome. profeſſed ſcholars, I have often obſerved that woe | 
men' in general read much more than men; but, for 
want of a plan, a method, a fixed object, their read- 
ing is of little benefit to themſelves, or others. If you | 
will inform me of the ſpecies of reading to which you 
have the moſt propenſity, I ſhall be happy to contributs 
my ſhare of advice or aſſiſtance. T lament that you have 
not left me ſome monument of your pencil. Lady Eliza- 
beth Foſter has executed a very pretty drawing, taken 
from the door of the green-houſe where we dined aft 
ſummer, and including the poor Acacia (now recovered 
from the cruel ſheers of the gardener), the end of the 
terrace, the front of the Pavilion, and a diſtant view of 


the country, lake, and mountains. I am almoſt recon- 
ciled 


E ⁵ ⅛ Ä! ² dont beat be Q 
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Ged. to Apples houſe, which is nearly finiſned. In- 


tirpated, the terrace is already ſhaded with the new aca- 


7 clas . and plantanes ; and although the uncertainty of- 
| poſſeſion reſtra ains me from building, I myfelf have plant- 
ed a boſquet at the bottom of the garden, with fuch ad- 


mirable fill that it affords ſhade without intercepting 
proſpe&. The ſociety of the aforeſaid Eliza, of the 
Duchefs of D. Kc. has been very intereſting; but they 


Pia. The Legards, who have Jong ſince left this place, 
ſhbuld' be at preſent in Italy; but I believe Mrs. Grim- 
Kone and her daughter returned to England. The Le- 
vades are highly flattered by your ;remembrance. Since 


you ſtill retain fome attachment to this delightful country, | 


and-it is indeed delightful, why ſhould you defpair of 


ſeeing i it once more? The happy peer or commoner, 


Thoſe name you may aſſume, is ftill concealed in the book 
of fate; hut whoſoever he may be, he will cheerfully 
obey your commands, of leading you om 


Caſtle ts Lauſanne, and from Lauſanne to Rome and 
Naples. Before that event takes place, I may poſſibly 


ſee you in Suffex ; and, whether as a yiſitor or as a fagi- 
tive, I hope to be welcomed with a friendly embrace. 


The delay of this year was truly painful, but it was ine vi- 


table; and individuals muſt ſubmit to thofe ſtorms which 


have overturned the thrones of the earth. The tragic 
ory of the Archbiſhop of Arles I have now ſomewhat 
A better right to require at your hands. I wiſh to have 


it in all its sBorrid details“ - and as 5 you are now ſo much 
* 
oy | mingled - 
* The af to Mr. Gibbon's Letter, is anneged, 7 tke beſt account 1 
7 ſeen of the en ne aiaded to : 
| ws ras. November 7; 


cc your three letters nd yeſterday cauſed the moſt ſincere pl lerſure np 


« each individual of this family; to none more than myſelf. Praiſe, (I fear, 


6 1 my G2 from « one whoſ Einen 1 ſo higaly value, ani whoſe 


oof 5” eſteem 


dend of the monſters Which Lord Hercules Sheffield e 


are now flown beyond the Alps, and paſs the winter at 
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70 for the preſent, to obey your commands,” which require from me the hi 


44 ſenſe, by diſpatching them to Milotd Sheffield : they had been pillaged, and 


4 glaſs of wine, they began to diſcover the beauties of 


L An enſign- of the national guard, ſome commiſſaries of the ſections, and 


dc the rear; les piques, les haches, les poignards came forward. They de- 


tc preſerve your lives at the expence of my own?” He-aſked the eldeſt of the 
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©: efterm I fo much wide a desde, is more pleaſing than I can deſcribe. 1 
© had not neglected to make the collection of facts which you recommend, and 
„ which the great variety of unfortunate perſons whom ye ſee, or wich whom 
« As to that part of your letter which reſpects my fudics, I can only fay, 
& the lighteſt hint on that ſubject is always — ih the greateſt IT | 
6 and attended to with the utmoſt punctuality; but I muſt decline A 


tt account of the maſſgcre aux Carmes. Eight reſpectable eccleſiaſtics, landed, 
c about the beginning of October, from an open boat at Seaford, wet as the 
„ waves. Ihe natives of the coaſt were endeavouring to get from them: wh 
« they had not, 8 When a gentleman of the neighbourhood 
e came to their protection; and, - finding they had nothing, ſhewed his good 


4 with great · difficulty had eſcaped from Paris. The reception they met with 
<c at this houſe, ſeemed to make the greateſt impreſſion on them; they were 
et in extacy on finding M. de Lally living: they gradually became cheerful, 
<c and enjoyed their dinner: they were greatly affected as they recollected 
te themſelves, and found us attending. on them. eg Kees and-drank 2 
| p dining-room, and 
4 of the chateau; 3s they wajked about, they were overheard to expreſs their 
de admiration at the treatment they met, and ſom” Proteſtarits, We then « 
% ſembled in the library, formed half 2 circle. round the fire, M. de Lally : 
% Milord occupying the hearth 2  Anglciſe, - arid queſtioning the prieſts con- 
<< certing their eſcape; Thus we diſcovered” that two of theſe unfortunate 
<< men were in the Carmelite Convent ad the time of the maſſacre of the one 
< hundred and twenty priefts, and had moſt miraculouſly e by climb. 
« ing trees in the garden, and from thence over the tops of the building 
1% One of them, a man of ſuperior appearance, deſcribed, in the moſt pathie- 
* tie manner, the death of the Archbiſhop of Arles, (and with ſuch ſimplicity 
c and feeling, as to leave no doubt of the truth of all that he ſaid,) to the 
46 following purport.—On the ſecond of September, about five o'clook in the 
ve evening, at the time they were permitted to walk in the garden, expecting 
<< every hour to be releaſed, they expreſſed their ſurpriſe at ſeeing ſeveral large 
<« pits, which had been digging for two days paſt: they ſaid, the day is al- 
cc moſt ſpent; and Yet Manuel told a perſon who interceded for us laſt Thurſ- 
« day, that on the Sunday following not one ſhould remain in captivity : we 
«© are-ftill priſoners: ſoon after, they heard ſtrouts, and ſome muſquet · ſhots. 


% fome Marſeillois ruſhed in: the miſerable victims, who were diſperſed in 
se the garden, aſſembled under the walls of the church, not daring to go in, 
ec Jeſt it ſhould be polluted with blood. One man, who was behind the reſt, 
c was ſhot. Point de coup de fujils, cried one of the chiefs of the aſſaſſins, 
56 thinking that kind of death too eaſy. Theſe well-trained fuſileers went to 


cc manded the Archbiſhop of Atles; he was immediately furrounded by all 
te the prieſts. The worthy prelate.faid to His friends, 133 paſs; if my 
< blood will appeaſe them, whar fignifies it, if 1 die? Is it not my duty to 


& prieſts to give him abſolution: he knelt to receive it; and when he aroſe, 
it forced himſelf from them, advanced flowly, and with his arms croſſed upon 
« his breaſt, and his eyes raiſed to heaven, ſaid to the aſſaſſins, Fe ſuis celni 
et que vat cherchezs.” His appearance was ſo dignified and noble, * dus. 
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s impatiently called for them ; upon which, all kneeling be 
Biſhop of Beauvais gave 
doo by two; they pa 


„ Engliſn nation, from whom chey 


0 Tidy | keene pars magna pert 3 


mid 6 27 8 ita Won an. agreeable. — mY 
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tio 

ts ak be. ed to you, if you would make, or 
bnd forme" exeuſe for my not anſwering a letter from 
your aunt, which was preſented to me by Mr. Fowler. ; 
Lihewed him ſome civilities, but he i is now a poor inva- 
ld confined to his room. By her channel and yours 1 
mould be glad to haye ſome information of the health, 
ſpirits, - and ſituation of Mrs. Gibbon of Bath , whole 
alarms (f ſhe has any) you may difpel, Sbe 55 in, * 
debt. Adieu; moſt truly yours. $f * 
r 8 


e from t his venerable man ſtruck them with awe, and they rętired. At lait, 
«one of the miſereants ſtruck off the cap of the Archbiſhop with a pike 
5 reſpect oncę violated, their fury returned, and aq from behind cut him 
5 through the ſkull with s ſabre. He raiſed his right hand to his eyes; with 
«-another.ſtrake they cut off his hand. The Archbiſhop ſaid, O mon Dieu! 


% 4 
* : 9 5 4 
k . . 1 * 


. -+ and raiſed the -ather ; a third ſtroke acroſs the face left him ſitting; the 


fourth extended him lifeleſs on the ground; and then all preſſed forward, 
„ and buried theit pikes and poignards in the body. The prieſt; all agreed, 
« that he had been one of the moſt amiable men in France ; and t t his on 


erime was, Having, ſinoe the revolution, expended his private fortune, to 
40 ſupport the neceſſitous c 


44 neral des Benedictins. Then the national guards obliged the prieſts to go in- 


_ « to the church, telling them, * ſhould appear, one after another, before 


« the Commiſſaires du ſection- hey had hardly d fore the pale: 
ore the altar, the 

m abſolution: they were then qbliged to go out, 
efore a commiſſaire, who did not queſt on, but on- 
« 1y counted, his vidims T ; they had in their fzht the heaps of dead, to 
„% which — were going to add. Among the one hundred and twenty 8 
« thus ſacrificed, were the Biſhops of Zaintes and Beauvais (both of . pet 
« foucauld family.) I ſhould not omit to rem ark, that ane of the prieſts 
« obſerved they were aſſaſſinated, becauſe they would not ſwear to a conſtituti- 
„% on which their murderers- had deſtroyed. We (h. d to comfort u for his 
66; melancholy ſtory). the moſt grateful expreſſions of gratitude towa-ds. the 


did not do us ihe Julie to expect ſock. 4 
reception. ; 


„ There can be nodoubt that the wholeGuſineſs of the dere, was con- 
« 'certed at a meeting at the Duke of Orleans's houſe. I ſhall make you as 


61 „ ee e I muſt change the ſtyle?, * * TULLY 


at. * + „* * ** Viſum eſt lenti quæſiſſe nocen em 


7 lib. 2. v. 110 Bebe 8. ; 


clergy of his dioceſe. The ſecond victim was the Ge- 
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ULD neyen forgive, ayſelf, were I capable of 
writing by the ſame poſt, a political epiſtle to the ſa- 
n "ther, and a friendly letter to the daughter, without ſend- 
= ing any token of remembrance to the reſpectable matron, 
my deareſt my Lac „ whom I have now Joved as a fiſter 
for ſomething better or worſe than twenty years. No, 
indeed, the hiſtorian may be careleſs, he may be indo- 
lent, he may always intend and never execute, but he is 
neither a monſter nor a ſtatue ; he has a memory, a con- 
: ſcience, : a heart, and that heart is ſincerely devoted to 
Lady 8. —. He muſt even acknowledge the fallacy of 
= ſophiſm which he has ſometimes uſed, and ſhe has al- 
_ ways and moſt truly denied; that, where the perſons of 
"I family are ſtrictly united, the writing to one is in fact 
writing to all; and that conſequently all his numerous 
letters to the huſband, may be conſidered as equally ad- 
; drefſed to his wife. He feels, on the contrary, that ſe- 
. | : parate minds have their diſtinct ideas and ſentiments, and 
2! W that each character, either in ſpeaking or writing, has 
Ws - its peculiar tone of converſation. He agrees with the 
| | maxim of Rouſſeau, that three friends who wiſh to diſ- 
| cloſe a common ſecret, will impart it only deux d deus ; 
. and he is ſatisfied that, on the preſent memorable occa- 
ſion, each of the perſons of the Sheffield family will 
claim a peculiar ſhare in this triple miſſive, which will 
6 | communicate, however, a triple ſatisfaction. The ex- 
perience of what may be effected by vigorous reſolu- 
tion, encourages the hiſtorian to hope that he ſhall caſt 
the ſkin of the old ſerpent, and hereafter ſhew himſelf 
as a new creature. 3 
T lament, on all our accounts, has the laſt year's ex- 
Paton to Laufanne did not take place in a golden pe- 
riod, 
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Kad of health and ſpirits.” But we muſt reflect, that 


Human felicity is ſeldom bott alloy; and if we cannot 
_ indulge the hope of your making a ſecond viſit to Lau- 


Janne, we muſt look forwards to my reſidence next ſum- 
mer at Sheffield Place, where I muſt find you in the fü 
bloom of health, fpfrits, and beauty. I can perceive, 
by all public and private intelligence, that your houſe has 
been the open Hoſpitable aſylum of French fugitives; - 


And it is a ſufficient proof of the firmneſs of your nerves, 
that you have not been ee e or agitated by ſuch 


a concourſe of ſtrangers Curioſity and compaſſion may, . 
in ſome degree, have fapportet vou. Every day has 


preſented to your view Tome new ſcene of that firange 


tragical romance, which occupies all Europe fo infinitely | 


beyond any event that has happened in our time, and 


you havethe ſatisfaction of not being a mere ſpectator | 


of the Uiſtrefs of ſo many victims of falſe Uberty... The : 


| benevolerit fame of Lord S. is widely diffuſed. 


From Angletine's laſt letter to Maria, you have already 


Jome idea of the melancholy ſtate of her poor father. 


As long as Mr. de Sevyery allowed our hopes and fears th 
fluctuate with the changes of his diforder, I was unwil- 


ling to fay any thing on ſo painful a ſubject; and it is 


with the deepeſt concern that Inow confeſs our abſolute 
deſpair of his recovery. All his particular complaints 
are now loſt in a general diſſolution of the whole frame; 


every principle of life is exhauſted, and as often as I am 


admitted to his bed-ſide, though he {till looks and ſmiles 
with the patience of an angel have the heart- felt grief 
of ſeeing him each day drawing nearer to the term of his 
exiſtence, A few weeks, poſſibly a few days, will de- 
prive me of the moſt excellent friend, and break for ever 
the moſt perfect ſyſtem of domeſtic happineſs, in which 1 
had ſo large and intimate a ſhare. Wilhelm (who has 
obtained leave of abſence from his military duty) and his 


__ behave and feel like. tender and dutiful children : 


but | 


_ Fyery day more cloſely united with the N eckers. Should 


ed. Lou will not wonder that ſuch refleQions ſadden 
A own mind, nor can I forget how much my fituatton 
s altered fince I retired,. nine years ago, to the banks of 


the Leman Lake. The death of poor Deyverdun fb 


pri domeſtic companion, who can erer by 
 Hupplied;. and your viſit has only ſerved to remind nip. 
jat man, however amuſed and occupied in his cloſet, was 


# 


5 F 8 N #4 . ; . 3 3 
digt made to live alone. Severy will ſoon, be no more; 


ds widow for a long time, perhaps fox eyer, will be tolf 

29, herſelf and ber friends, the ſon will travel, and Tan 
Ve let a ſtranger in the inſſpid circle of mere common 
 5cquaintance. The revolution of France, which firſt 


emdiuered and divided the fociety.gf Lauſanne, has op- | 
Pac a barrier to my Suffex viſit, and may figally expef 


me from the paradiſe which I inhabit, Even that par- 
diſe, the expenſivg and delightfu} eſtabliſhment of my 
Houle, library, and garden, almoſt hecomes an incum-- 
Nrance, by rendering it more dificult for me to relinquiſh | 
Py hold, or to form a new ſyſtem of life in my native 


country, for which my income, though. improved ang 
mmproying, would be probably infufficient. But ever) 
gomplaint ſhould be flenced by the contemplation of it 
French ; compared with, whoſe cruel fate, all miſery is 
relative bappineſs. I perfeRly concur in Your partiality 
for ran; though Nature might forget fome meaner f, 
gredients, of prudence, - ceconomy, &c, _ the. neve 
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formed a purer heart, or a brighter imagination. I 


12 


de with you, I beg my kindeſt ſalutations tg him. I am 
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France break, and this country be ovep- run, they W 
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TER ER wiple labour of my laſt diſpatch, your | 
experience of the creature might tempt you to uf 


pet that it would again relapſe into a long Humber. 


But, partly from the ſpirit of contradiction, {though T 
am not a lady,) and partly from the eaſe and pleafurs 
which Inow find in the, taſk, you ſee me again alives 
awake, and almoſt faithful to my hebdomadal promiſe, 
The laſt week has not, however, afforded any events de- 
ſerving the notice of an hiſtorian. Our affairs are till 
floating on the waves of the convention, and the rati- 
fication of a corrected treaty, which had been fixed 
for the twentieth, i is not yet arrived; but thereportof ts 
diplomatic committee has been favourable, and it is ge 


nerally underſtood that the leaders of the French re- 


public do not with to quarrel with the Swiſs. We are 
gradually withdrawing and diſbanding our militia. Ge- 
neva will be left to ſink or ſwim, according to the has 


mour of the People ; and our laſt hope appears to be, 


that by ſubmiſſion and good behaviour we ſhall avert for 
ſome. time the impending ſtorm. A few days ago an 
odd accident happened in the French army; the deſer- 
tion of the general. ' As the Neckers were fitting, about 
ci ht 0 o'clock i in the evening, in their drawing- room at 
Rolle“, the door flew open, and they were aſtounded 
by their Tervant's announcing Mon ſieur le General de 
e urou'? © On the receipt of ſome ſecret intelk 
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gen P of a decret d accuſation, and an order to arreſt him, 
de had only time to get on horſeback, to gallop through 
Geneva, to take boat for Copet, and to eſcape from his 
 purſuers,, who "oP ordered to ſeize him alive or 1 


"Hans in the ECL p="1 ne to 3 5 and Bade, 
whence he intended to wind his way through Germany, 
amidſt enemies of every deſcription, and to ſeek a re- 
ſuge in England, America, or the moon. He told 
Necker, that the ſole remnant of his fortune conſiſfed 1 
in a wretched ſum of twenty thouſand livres; but the | 
Public report, or ſuſpicion; beſpeaks him in mak better 
circumſtances. Beſides the reproach of acting with too 
much tameneſs and delay, he is accuſed of making very 
foul and exorbitant contracts; and it is certain that new 
Sparta is infected with this vice beyond the example of 
_ the moſt corrupt monarchy. Kellerman is arrived, 
20 take the command; and it is apprehended that on 
the firſt of December, after the departure of the Swiſs, i 
the French may requeſt the permiſhon of uſing Geneva, a 
friendly city, for their winter quarters. In that caſe, 
the democratical revolution, which we all borer, will | 
de very ſpeedily effefed, - $4 
I would aſk vou, whether you i herd: Was 
any treaſon in the Duke of Brunſwick's retreat, and 
whether you have totally withdrawn your confidence 
and eſteem from that once-famed general? Will it 
de poſſible for England to preſerve her neutrality with 
any honour. or ſafety ? We are bound, as I underſtand, 
by treaty, to guarantee the dominions of the King of 
Sardinia and the Auſtrian Provinces of the N etherlands. 
Theſe countries are now invaded and over-run by the 
French. Can we refuſe to fulfil our engagements, with- 
out expoſing - ourſelves. to all Europe as 2 perfidious 
or puſillanimous nation? Yet, on the other hand, 
can we affiſt thoſe allies, without plunging headlong 
| | „ into 
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into an abyſs, hole bottam no man can diſcover ?-"Bi 


my chief. anxiety is for aur domeſtic -tranquility ; for L 0 
muſt find a retreat in England, ſhould L be driven from 
Lauſanne. The idea of firm and honourable union of 


parties pleaſes me much; but you muſt frankly unfold. 


what are the great difficulties that may impede ſo ſaluta- 


ry 4 meaſure : you write to a man diſcreet in ſpeech,” 


and now careful. of papers. Yet what can ſuch a 


coalition avail? Where is the champion of the conſti- 
tution ? Alas, Lord Guildford !. I am much pleaſed 


with the Mancheſter Aſs. The aſſes or wolves who fa-' 
crificed him have caſt off the maſk too ſoon ; and ſuch, ' 
a nonſenſical act muſt open the eyes of many fimple; 

patriots, who might haye been led aſtray by the ſpeci- 


ous name of reform. It ſhould be made. as notorious. 


2s poſſible. Next winter may be the criſis of our fates 
and. if you begin to improve the conſtitution,” you may 
be driven ſtep. by ſtep, from the disfranchiſement of 


old Sarum to the King in Newgate, the Lords voted 


_ uſeleſs, the Biſhops aboliſhed, and a Houſe of commons 
without articles ( ſans culoites). Necker has ordered you 


a copy of his royal defence, which-has met with, and de- 


ſerved, univerſal ſucceſs. The pathetic and argumenta- 
tive parts are, in my opinion, equally good, and his 
mild eloquence may perſuade without irritating. I have 


applied to this gentler tone ſome verſes of Ovid, (Meta- 
morph. 1. .iii. 302, &e.*) which you may read. Ma- 


dame de Stael has produced: a ſecond ſon, She talks 


wildly enough of riſing SHINS this winter. She is 4 


* ua | tamen uſque poteſt, vires. fibi e tentat. 
Nec, quo centimanum dejecerat igne Typhea, 
a Nunc armatur eo: nimiùm feritatis in illo. 
E Eft aliud le vius fulmen; cui dextra Cyclopum | 
|. Sevitiz, flammzque minus, minus addidit ite: 
Tela ſecunda vocant Superi. | 10 
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. Sbould he 3 eee r 
S. would ſcarcely ſurvive him. She kills herſelf wick 
grief and fatigue. What a difference in Lauſanne t 1 
Rope triple anſwers are on the road. I muſt write ſobn; 
e ee allow me to read nes e ee , 
l 2% bio pra : ban 0 

o 2. the Same... {565 ii Pin 

SE 7 A 1 13 Aa able Des. 14th 1708. 

UR tide korn has now — Fabſided,' and 
eve are again ſpectators, though anxious ſpectatorz 
ot hs general tempeſt that invades or threatens almoſt. . 
every country of Europe. Our troops are every day 

of the French have evacuated the neighbourhood of 

| _ Geneva. Monſieur Barthelemy, whom you have ſeen 
 _. ſecretary in London, is moſt courteouſly entertained, 26 
ambaſſador, by the Helvetic body. He is now at Berne; 
where a diet will ſpeedily be convened ; the language on 
both ſides is now pacific,” and even friendly, and ſome - 
hopes are given of a proviſion for the officers of the 
e et who have e ſurvived the maſſacres of Paris. 

© January 11995: , 

; WITH the return of peace L have relapſed: into my 
| fortner- indolence; but now awakening, after à fort- 

+ hight's ſlumber, I have little or nothing to add, witk 
regard to the internal ſtate of this country, only the 
revolution of Geneva, has already taken place, as I an- 
nounced, but ſooner than I expected. The Swiſs troops 

5 had no ſooner evacuated the place, than the Eyaliſeurs 
as they are called, aſſembled in arms; and as no reſiſtance 

$7010" was made, no blood was ſhed on the occaſion. They 

g 14 ſeized the gates, diſarmed che garriſon, impriſoned the 

On: magiſtrates, imparted the rights of citizens to all the 
1 rabble of the town and country, and proclaimed a Ma- 
tional Convention, which ꝓas not yet met. They are 
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bdbocome a part of che republic of Frante; and as thb 


 kitter,:though leſs numerous, are more violent and ab- 


furd than their adverſaries, it is highly probable thek 


fortunes have retired from Geneva into the Pays ds 


Vaud but the French methods of recalling or proſerib- 


ing emigrants, will ſoon be adopted. You muſt have 
obſerved,” that Savoy is now become & department da 


Mont Blane. I cannot ſatisfy myſelf, whether the maſs 
of the people is pleaſed or diſpleaſed with the change; 
but my noble ſcenery is clouded by the democratical aſs 
pe# of twelve leagues of the oppoſite coaſt, which 
every morning obtrude themſelves on my view. 1 — 
conclude the firſt part of the hiſtory of our Alpine trous 
bles, and now confider myſelf as diſengaged from all pro- 


miſes of periodical. writing. Upon the whole, I kept it 


beyond our expectation; nor do I think that you have 


been ſufficiently aſtoniſhed by tho wondered effort of the 


. diſpatch. 
- You muſt now eh to my . and 1 mall 70 


during the winter, a regular political journal of the events 


of your greater world. Vou are on the theatre, and 
may often be behind the ſcenes. Vou can always ſee, 


and may ſometimes foreſee. My own choice has indeed 
tranſported me into a foreign land; but I am truly at- 


tached, from intereſt and intlinations to my native coun- 
try; and even as a eitizen of the world, I wiſh the ſtabi- 
lity and happineſs of England, the ſole great re- 


fuge of mankind, againſt the oppoſite miſchiefs of deſ - 


potiſm and democracy. I was indeed alarmed, and the 
more ſo, as I ſaw that you were not without apprehenſi- 
onꝶ but I now glory in the triumph of reaſon and genu- 
ine patriotiſm, which ſeems to pervade the country; nor 
do ] diſlike ſome mixture of popular enthuſiaſm, which 
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canſitution.; but I. now fear the moderate 
meaners, reformers. Do not, I beſeech you»: 
with parliamentary repreſentation. The — 
of commons forms, in practice, a body of Gentlemen 
who muſt always fympathize with che intereſts and opin. 
nions of TR and the ſlighteſt innovation launches 
Tens rudder — on a n. and _— 
ject am dend goss. e fg 0 4 NETY 8 
5 open nee mee the - beginaing of niney-reo? 
te break away —— . 1 —— 
nd Switzerland are ſafe. Brabant adheres to the old 
conſtitution. The Germans are diſguſted with the a 
pine and inſolence of their del werers: The pope is re- 
ſolved to head his armies, and the Lazzaroni of Naples 
have preſented St. Januarius with a gold fuzee, to fire 
on the Brigands Frangois... So much for politics, Which 
till now never had ſuch poſſeſſion of my mind. Next 
poſt I will write about myſelf and my on deſigns. Alas, 
your poor eyes! make the Maria write; I will ſpee ** 
dily anſwer her? My Lady is ſtill dumb. The German 
poſts are now ſlow and irregular. You had better write 
by the way of France, under cover. Direct e 
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dence was a painful diſcuſſion of my private af - 
fairs; a" vexatious repetition of loſſes, of diſappoint- 


ments, of ſales, &c. - Theſe affairs are decently ' ar- 


ranged: but public cares have now ſucceeded to private 


anxiety, and our whole attention is lately turned from 


Lenborough and Beriton, to the political ſtate of France 


and of Europe. From theſe politics, however, one let- - 
ter ſhall be free, while I talk of myſelf and of my own- 


plans; a 3 e i to „n, e 


to a friend. 
I know. not 0 1 am ſorry (© or hind; that my ex- 


pedition has been poſtponed to the preſent year. It is 
true, that I now wiſh myſelf in England, and almoſt 


repent that I did not graſp the opportunity when the 


obſtacles were comparatively ſmaller than they are now 


likely to prove. Yet had I reached you laſt ſummer be- 


fore the month of Auguſt, a conſiderable: portion of my 


time would: be now elapſed, and I ſhould already begin 
to think of my departure. If the gout ſhould ſpare 


me this winter, (and as yet I have not felt any ſymp- 


tom, ) and if the ſpring ſhould make a ſoft and early 
appearance; it is my intention to be with you in Down- 
ing-ſtreet before the end of April, and thus to enjoy ſix- 
weeks or two months of the moſt agreeable ſeaſon of 
Londoh and the neighbourhood, after the hurry of 


_ parliament is ſubſided, and before the great rural diſ- 


perſion. As the banks of the Rhine and the Belgic 
provinces are completely overſpread with anarchy and 
war, I have made up my mind to paſs through the ter- 
ritories of the French republic. From the beſt and moſt 
recent information, I am ſatisfied that there is little or 


no real danger in the journey; and I muſt arm myſelf 


with patience to ſupport the vexatious inſolence of demo- 
Vos © T cratical 
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; oft deal tyranny. 1 have even fort of a c 
me e days at PA 

6 e eren e the Princip. Ad 
vlls, and to 'confeinplite a new form of public 45 P. 
vate life, which never exiftod before, and which 1 dev cute 
: hope will not long e/ntiaue tö exiſt. Should the obs” 
3 flacles of health or weather confine me at Lauſanne fili 
the month of May, T ſhall ſcareely be able to reſiſt the” 
temptation of paſſing ſome part at leaſt of the ſumme 
in my own little paradiſe. But all theſe ſchemes muſt 
ultimately depend on the great queſtion of peace or 
war, which will indeed be ſpeedily determined. Should 
France become impervious to an Engliſh traveller, 
What muſt I do?” I Thall not cafily reſolve to explore 
my way through the unknown language and abotnings- 
ble roads of the interior Parts of Germany, to embarß 
in Holland, or ae at es and to be 925 
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Engant 2ppears not leſs doubifut thaw the n 
tranſporting myſelf. Should 1 arrive in the ſpring⸗ it ih 
poſſible, and barely poſſible, that 1 ſhould return hers” | 
in the autumn, it is much more probable” that I ſhall 
| paſs the winter, and there may be even a chance of my 
giving my own country a longer trial. In my Leit 
to my Lady fairly expoſed the decline of Laufanne; 
but ſuch an — as mine muſt not be iphity 
abandoned ; nor can I difcover what adequate” node 
of life my private cireumſtances, eaſy as they now. ard,” 
could afford me in England. London and Bath have 
doubtleſs their reſpective merits, and 1 could wiſh to. 
reſide within a day's journey of Sheffield-Place.” But #' 
ſtate of perfect happineſs is not to be found here below 
and in the poſſeſſion of my library, | ' houſe, and gar- 
den, with the relicks of our ſociety,” and à fre- 
quent intercourſe with the Neckers. I* may ſtill be 


en content. Among the diſaſtrous changes of 
0 Lauſanne, 


7 ul! 2 reckon the a 8 
Ae poor Severy and his family, i 77 oy, 
alive, bus in f ſuch hopeleſs and painful decay Ys ET We . : 
nd longer conceal our wiſhes for his ſpeedy releaſe. va ft 
neyer loved nor eſteemed bim ſo much | a8 in this wie 
wage g. 2 which he ſupports with a degree. of ene 2 
Ce, and even cheerfulneſs, beyond all belief. 0. 05 


1 2 
14 


| king 
moſt, amiably. + Fi to both * parents, 2 at all 
| events, his filial duties and Borg. cares muſt detain the | 
ſon ſome time at hom. 

And now approach, and let me drop into your "moſt | 
private ear, a. literary ſecret. Of the Memoirs little 5 
has. been done and with that little 1 am not ſatisfied. 
They muſt. be Po oftponed till a mature ſeaſon ; and 5 og 
much.doubt whether the book and the Author can ever : 
Tee the light at the ſame time. But I have long reyoly- p 
ed in my mind another ſcheme of biographical writing : . 
the Lives, or rather the Characters, of the moſt emi- , > 
nent. Perſons in Arts and Arms, in Church and State, who 1 
have flouriſhed i in Britain from the reign of Henry the a 
Eighth to the preſent age. i This work extenſive à AS it 4 
. may. be, would bean amuſement, rather than a toil: the 
art materials are acceſſible .in, our own language, and for 
the moſt part, ready to my hands: but the  ſubjedt, , which 
would afford a. rich diſplay of human nature and do- 
Bert meſtic hiſtoxy,. would powerfully addreſs. itfelf to the : 


are, = 
ale feelings of every Engliſhman, The taſte or faſhion of + 
Ts the times ſeems to deli ght in pictureſque decorations ; 1 
dy be and this ſeries. of Britiſh Portraits might aptly be accom- 7 


„ panied by the reſpectiye heads, taken from originals, 5 
A and engraved by the beſt maſters. Alderman Boydell, - 
82 Gas and his ſonrin-law, Mr. George Nicol, bookſeller! in Pall- 
1 en mall, are the great undertakers in this line. On my . 
arrival ! in England I ſhall be free to conſider, whether ; 
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\ it may ſait-me to proceed in a mere nenn 
out any other decorations than thoſe which it may ode- 
"i from the pen of the author. It. is a ferious truth, 
; at T am no longer ambitious of fame or money; that 
5 my habits of induſtry are much impaired, and chat J 
have reduced my ftudies, to be the lobſe amuſement 
of my morning hours, the repetition of which-will-infen- 

© Ably lead me to the laſt term of exiſtence. And for this 
very reaſon I ſhall not be ſorry to bind myſelf by a liberal - 
e from which 1 may not with honour recede, 
Before I conclude, we muſt ſay 2 or two of pa- 
Hamentary and pecuniary concerns. 1. We alt admire 
the 27 0 ſpirit with which you ane the Aflaffins 
5 'T hope that, 8 686 The opfniom of 
e in favour of Louis was declared in a maüßer 
N of the repreſentatives of à great and 4 wiſe nul. 
on. It will certainly have a powerful effect; and if the 
7” King be not already murdered, 1 amn {atiffied tba 
is life is in fafety : but is ſuch a life worth bis care) 
Our debates will now become every day more intereſt 
ing; and as expect from you only opinions andanec- 
dotes, I moſt earneſtly conjure you to ſend me Wood- 
fall's Regiſter as often (and that muſt be very often) as 
the occaſion deſerves i it. I now ſpare no expenee for news. 
I want ſome account of Mrs..G.'s health. Will my 
Lady never write? How can people be ſo indolent? I 
. ſuppoſe this will find you at Sheffield-Place during the 
receſs, and that the heavy baggage will not move till after 
the birth-day. Shall I be with you! by the firſt of May ? 
The Gods only know. T almoſt wiſh that 1 had accom- 


*. 5 14 


| panied Madame de Stael. Ever yours. - 1 {4G att 
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Begun Feb. 9,—endes Feb- 18,1795 


: Tae rogate 1 is at length over, and poor de Seven 
1 is no more! He expired about ten days, ago, after 


every 
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- every vital principle had been, exhauſted by a complica- 
Bon of diſorders, which had laſted aboye five months: 


and a mortification in one of his legs, that gradually roſe 
to the more noble parts, Was the immediate cauſe of his 


1 death. His patience and even cheerfulneſs ſupported him 


0 the fatal moment; and he enjoyed every comfort that 


- could alleviate his ſituation, the ſkill of his phyſicians, 


the aſſiduous tenderneſs of his family, and the kind ſym- 
pathy not only of his particular friends, but even of com- 
men acquaintance, and generally of the whole town. 
The ſtroke has been ſeverely felt, yet I have the ſatis- 
faction to perceive that Madame de Severy 8 health ; is not 
affected; and we may hope that in time ſhe will recover 


a tolerable ſhare of compoſure and happineſs, Her 


firmneſs has checked the violent allies of grief; her 


gentleneſs has preſerved her from the worſt of ſymptoms, 


a dry, ſilent deſpair. She loves to talk of her irreparable 
loss, ſhe deſcants with, pleaſure on his virtues ; 3. her 


words are interrupted with tears, but thoſe tears are her 
beſt relief; and her tender feelings will inſenſibly ſubſide 


te 


> into an elende remembrance.? . Wilhelm 3 is much 


„1 


+ Elle n "eſt ws, cette ẽpouſe d mere "WR cette amie 
ſure et conſtante, dont M. Gibbon avoit ſi bien ſend le prix, dont il parle avec 
tant d'intérét, aupres de laquelle, et de ſon reſpectable ẽpoux, il avait paſſẽ 
dans les douceurs d'une amitie intime les dix dernières annees de {a vie, dont ſan 


ccœur avoit adopte les enfans 


N | Catherine, Louiſe, Jaequeline de Chaudieu, nee A Lauſanne le 3 Fevrier 1741 
| ayoic regu de la nature la ſantẽ et la beaute ; une education ſoignee avoit ajoutẽ 
I ces heureux dans les connoiſſances les plus agreables et les plus utiles, jointes 


zx principes fermes d'une religion Eclairce et douce, La frequentation habi- 


tuelle des perſonnes les plus diſtinguces, par leur merite, leur naiſſance ou 


leurs talens, avoit perfectionnẽ I'suvrage de la nature et de Leduc aon. Elle 


- Epoula.en 1766 M. de Charière de Seyeri, et aſſura par cet heureux,mariage le 
bonheur auquel elle avoit droit de prẽtendre.— Sans entrer dans le derail de ſes 
vertus privees et actives, nous nous contenterons de dire que Madame de Leveri 
ſat allier pendant le cours de ſa vie les devoirs les plus oppole” s EN Apparencey 
avec ane meſure de ſageſſe, fruit de la ,reflexion et de la picte, qu'elle tut con- 
cilier le talent de plaire avec la plus ſerupuleuſe rẽſerve, recevoir avec diſcerne- 


ment les bomiges. qu'on rend à la jeuneſſe et a 1a beauté, ct conſerver das un 


icle d' inconiẽquence et de legerets une purete angelique. 
" Heureule dans Vinterieur de 4a famille, dans les tcrres, 2 la, ville, dans 1-5 
boeie eres les plus brillantes, elle etoit partout à ſa place, partouc confidezee et 


reſpectẽe, une longue maladie lat enleva le 29 Janvier 1793 un épouz cher. 
des 
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| - Ai Hides deeply wounded thas Tooyle itiagines ox than he 

| © © wiped hilmſelf' nor have L ever ſeen che alfliftion.of 4 , 
Severy was indeed avery_ 


= bn more lively and ſincere. Sever 
22 viliable man: without any ſhining qualifications, he; was | 
endowed in a high degree with good ſenſe, honour, and 
denevolence; and few men have filled with more pro- 
priety their circle in private life. ' For myſelf, I haye had 
che misfortune of knowing him tod late, and of loſing 
kim too ſoon. But enough of this melancholy fabjeR. 
_ _ > The affairs of this theatre, which muſt always. he 
j . Ante; are now grown ſo tame and tranquil, that they 
l . no longer deſerve the hiſtorian's pen. The new con- 
mlutution of Geneva is flowly forming, without mucli 
neoiſe or any blood-ſhed ; nd the patriots, who have 
| 
N 


ſtaid in hopes of guiding and reſtraining the multitude, 
flatter themſelves chat they ſhall be able at leaſt to pre- 
vent their mad countrymen from giving themſelves to the 
Preneh, che only miſchief that would be abſolutely! irre- 
trieveable. The revolution of Geneva is of leſs con- 
fequence to us, however, than that of Savoy; but our 
fate will depend on the general event, rather than on 
theſe particular cauſes, In the mean while we hope to 
be qulet ſpectators of the ſtruggle of this year; and we. 


Ses ids, ſes veilles, et ſa oidfonde douleur n'aþattirent point ſon courage; *elle 
conſoloit ſes enfans, et ſe fortifioit en leur inculquant les principes d'une religion | 
qu'elle enviſagea toujours comme Iaſyle le plus aſſurẽ dans Je malheur, elle 
| pleuroit encore dans la retraite cet ẽpoux fi tendrement aime'; lorfgu? elle eut de 
* nouvelles larmes à verſer ſur la mort de M. Gibbon. Le tems commengoit I 
peine à cſeatriſer ces deux bleſſures; trois annces 5 ẽtoĩent Ecoulces depuis mort 
; de ſoo Epoux, deux ans et un jour depuis celle de M. Gibbon; elle comm 
à embellir, a animer la ſociete par ſa preſence'; ſa fraicheur, fa beautẽ, * 
bleſſe de ſon port fixoient les regards; elle ſe montra, et diſparut.) ! Sz maladie, 
i eut divers caractères, ne fut ni longue ni douloureuſe; la ſerenite d 
ame pure l accompagna ſans angoiſſe au ſein du repos Eternelie 19 Farivier;/ 17 
Madame de Seyeri aiſſa deux enfans M. W. de Severi, que: M. how | 
ſuffiſamment connoitre, par ces mots inſerés dans ſon teftamefit © U om 1 L 
e 'wiſh to ſtyle by the endearing name of fon,””) et M. Ang letine de berni. it 
bien propre a rappeller le ſouvenir des graces, et des yertus de ſa mere; le <0 
heur dont jouiffoit cette famille dans la ſociẽtẽ intime et continue une mare qui — 
toit leur meilleure amie rend leur perte irreparable, et leur douleur decherant, 1 
| IIs ne Cattendent à d'autres conſolations qu* a celles que leur preſentera cette tẽ- 


ligion pure dont leur vertueuſe mere a  foir 3 leurs * 
gonſolateurs. 8 
ſee 


Fa 
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ſeem to * alurances that both the Emperor andthe 
French wilt *compound- for the neutrality of the Swiſs, = 
The Helvetic body does not acknowledge the republic 
\of France; But Barthelemy, their ambaſſador, xeliges 
at Baden, aid ſteals, like Chauvelinz'into a kind-of ex · 5 
-tia officiat negotiation. All ſpirit of hy is quelled 
in the Canton of Berne, and the perpetual it 
-of the e family has ſcarcely excited a murmur: „ At 
will probably be followed by that of * l,: the 
crime alledged in their ſentence is the having aſſiſtediat 
the federation· dinner at Rolle two years ago; antfl as 
they are abſent, I could almoſt wiſh that they had been 
ſummoned to appear, and heard in their own defence. 
To the general ſupineneſs of the inhabitants of Lauſanne | 
I muſt aſcribe, that the death of Louis the Sixteenth has 
deen received; with leſs horror and indignation: than;L 
could have wiſhed. I was much tempted to go imo 
wourning, and probably ſhould, had the Pucheſs. been 
til] here; but, as the only Engliſhman of any mark, I was 
afraid of being ſingular; more eſpecially as our French 
emigrants, either from prudence. or poverty, do npt 
wear black, nor do even the Neckers. Have you read 
- bis diſcourſe for the King? It might indeed ſuperſede 
the neceſſity of mourning, I ſhould: judge from your 
laſt letter, and from the Diary, that the French declara- 
tion of war muſt have rather ſurpriſed you. IL. with, 
although I know not how it could have been avoided, | 
that we might ſtill have continued to enjoy our ſafe and 
proſperous neutrality. Vou will not doubt my beſt 
wiſhes for the deſtruction of the miſcreants; but I love 
England ſtill more than I hate France. All reaſonable 
chances are in favour of a confederacy, ſuch as was ne- 
3 ver oppoſed to the ambition of Louis the Fourteenth; ; 
but, after the experience of laſt year, I diſtruſt reaſon, 
and confeſs myſelf fearful for the event. The French 


05 ſtrong in numbers, activity. eee they are 
| ieh 


— 
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_ E CErTLAS frown ciao or 5 
| Ark e d aehongh thee des dau- 

; that of a phrenzy fever, they may de finite miſchief 
to their neighbours before they can be reduced to a 
ſtrait waiſtcoat. 1 dread the effects that may be pro- 


düctd on che minds of the people by the increafe of 


debt and taxes; probable lofſes, and poſfible ee 
meflt. Our trade muſt ſuffer; and though'-projeRs o 
invaſion have been always abortive, J cannot forget that 
the fleets and armies of Europe, have failed befbre 
the towns in Americk, which have been taken and plun- 
dered by a raving of Buccaneers, I know nothing of 
Pitt as a war miniſter ; but it affords me much ſatisfaction 
that the intrepid wiſdom of the new chaneellor-® is in- 
troducéd into the cabinet. I wiſh,” not merely on your 
. own” account, that you were'placed in an active, 'uſe- 
ful ſtation in government. I ſhould not WE youTe 
| cxetary at war. . wenn 
have little more to ſay of myfelf; 0 or of why jour« 
ney to England: you know my intentions, and the 
great events of Europe muſt determine whether they can | 
be carried into execution this ſummer. Tf- * has 
warmly adopted your idea, I ſhall ſpeedily hear from 
Him; but, in truth, I know not what will be my anſwer: 
I fee difficulties which at firſt did not occur: I doubt my 
bwn perſeverance, and my fancy begins to wander into 
new paths, The amuſement of reading and thinking 
may perhaps ſatisfy a man who has paid his debt to the 
public; ; and there is more pleaſure in building caſtles in 
| the air than on the ground. I ſhall contrive ſome 
ſmall affiſtance for your correſpondent, though I cannot 
learn any thing that diſtinguiſhes him from many of his 
countrymen z ; we have had our full ' ſhare of poor emi- 
grants . but if you wiſh that any thing extraordinary 
ſhould be done for this man, you muſt fend me à me- 
fure, Adieu. I embrace my erer and r ee 


8 * 


Louiſs, 
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Y. deareſ nd. for ſuch you moſt truly are, ngr 
does there exiſt a perſon who obtains, ; or an 


20 Ci 


p - After 1 too.long.a.; ſilence I was fitting, down to. write, 

when, only yeſterday morning (ſuch is now the i irregu- 
lar ſlownefs of the Engliſh poſt) I was ſaddenly trucks 
indeed, ſtruck- to the heart, by the fatal intelligence,* 
from Sir Henry Clinton and Mr. de Lally. Alas! 44 he | 
is life, and what. are our hopes and projets! When I 
embraced her at your departure from Lauſanne, could I. 
imagine that it was for the laſt time? when I; poſtponed 
to another ſummer my journey to England, could I ap- 
prehend that I never, never ſhould ſee her again ? I al- ; 
_ ways. hoped that ſhe would ſpin her feeble thread to 32 

long duration, and that her delicate frame would ſurvi ive 
(as is often the caſe) many conſtitutions. of a ſtouter ap. 
pearance. In four days! in your abſence, in that of her 
children | But ſhe is now at reſt ; and if there be a future 
life, her mild virtues have ſurely entitled her to t. the re- 
ard of pure and perfect felicity. It is for 70 thas I 
feel, and I can judge of your ſentiments by comparing 
5 them with my own. I have loſt, it is true, an amiable 
and affectionate friend, whom I had known and loved 
above...three-and-twenty years, and whom I often 

| Ryled by the endearing name of ſiſter. But you are 
deprived of the companion of your life, the wife of 
your choice, and the mother of your children; poor 
children! the livelineſs of Maria, and the ſoftneſs of 
Louiſa, render them almoſt equally, the objects of my 
tendereſt;compaſſion,,. I do net wiſh ta aggrayatc your - 


Nu The deb of Lady Sheffield, — 5 
nn, e grief; 


* P * 
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Fer. "mt SF 1 know the: impotence. of pg 
and I much fear that the ſtrength of. your character will : 
ſerve to make a ſhaxper and more laſting impreſſion.” 5 
The only confolation. in theſe melancholy trials to 
which tiumen: life is expoſed, the only one at leaff in 
_ hich I have any confidence, is the preſente of A re el 
friend; and of that, as far as it depends on myſelf," you 5 
_- ſhall not be deſtitate. I regret the few days that muſt 
be loſt in Tome neceſſary preparations; but I truſt chat 
tomorrow ſe'nnight (May the fifth) I ſhall be able to ſet 
forwards on my journey to England; and when this let- 
ter reaches you, I ſhall be conſiderably advanced on my 
Way. Is it is yet prudent to keep at a reſpectful diſtance 
from tlie banks of the French Rhine, 1 ſhall incline a lit- 
le to the right, and proceed by Scaffouſe and 'Stutgard 
t Frankfort and Cologne: the Auſtrian Netherlands 
are fiow open and ſafe, and T am ſure of being able 
at leaſt to paſs from Oftend to Dover; whence, with- 
out Ppaſling through London; I ſhall purſue the di- 
rect road to Sheffield-Place. Unleſs I ſhould meet with 
ſome unforeſeen accidents and delays, I hope; before the 
end of the month to ſhare your folitude, and ſympas 
_ thize with your grief. All the difficulties of the jour- 
ney, which my indolence had probably magnified, ? have 
' now diſappeared before a ſtronger paſſion ; and you will 
not be ſorry to hear, that, as far as Frankfort to Cologne, 
F ſhall enjoy the advantage of the ſociety, the converſa-- 
tion, the German language, and the active afiſtance"of 
Severy. His attachment to me is the ſole motive which 
prompts him to undertake this trchbleſome journey; and 
as ſoon as he has ſeen me over the rougheſt ground, He 
Wilk immediately return to Liuſanne, The poor young 
man loved. Lady 8. as a mother, and the whole family 18 
deeply affected by an event which reminds them too 


> 27-6 Aha of their own "ieforuages* adieu. 155 50 VouNt” 
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| I Ms T write a few les petore! my departure; though 

indeed I, ſcarcely know what to ſay. Nearly a fort- 
night has now elapſed fince the firſt melancholy tidings, 
without iny having received the ſlighteſt ſubſequent ac 
counts of your health and ſituation. Your on ſilence 


announces too forcibly how much you are involved in 
your feelings; and I can but too eaſily eonceive that a 


letter to me would be more painful than to an indifferent 


perſon. But that amiable man Count Lally might ſure» 


ly have written a ſecond time; but your ſiſter, who is 
probably with you ; but Maria, —alas ! poor Maris! 
L am left in a ſtate of darkneſs to the workings of my 
own fancy, which imagines every thing that is fad and 


ſhocking. What can I think of for your relief and 
comfort? I will not expatiate on thoſe common-place 


topics, which have never dried a ſingle tear; but let 


me adviſe, let me urge you to force yourſelf into buſi- 


neſs, as I would try to force myſelf into ſtudy. The 


mind muſt not be idle; if it be pot exerciſed on external 


objects, it will prey on its own vitals. A thouſand lit- 
tle arrangements, which muſt precede a long journey, 
| have poſtponed my departure three or - four days be- 
yond. the term which I had firſt appointed; but all is 
now in order, and I ſet off to-morrow, the ninth. in- 
| Rant, with my valet de chambre, a courier on horſeback, 
and Severy, with his ſervant, as far as Frankfort. L 
calculate my arrival at Sheffield-Place (how I dread and 


deſire. to ſee. that manſion !). for the firſt week in June, 


ſoon after this letter; but I will try to ſend you ſome la- 
ter intelligence. I never found myſelf ſtronger, or in 
dern health. The German road is now cleared „ both 
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rick. I am ſorry to have miſſed. Lord Elgin, who- 
yvond the Rhine with the King of Pruſſia. As I am impa- 
tient, I propoſe. ſetting forwards to-morrow. afternoon, 
- and ſhall reach Oſtend in leſs than eight days. The paſ- | 
age muſt depend on winds and packets; and I hope to 
find at Bruſſels or Dover a letter which will direct me to 


of enemies er ee muſt expe fatigue, 
Rave not Wy apprehenſions of danger. It is ſcarcely 
: beech that you ſhould meet me at Frankfort, hut I 

all be much diſappointed at not finding aline at Bruſ- 
"Tels or. r Oftend.” Adieu. If there be any inviſible guardi- 


0 a watch over you and yours! Adieu.”'" * 


A Fade ee e be 
Niove mag i \ Tote Same. l in: Her 
| iter de £13 th es ave May 29th, 1593 


N — am in ee bealth and ſpirits, .after one 

of the eaſieſt, ſafeſt, and pleaſanteſt j journies which | 
Jever performed i in my whole life; not the appearance 
of an enemy, and hardly the appearance of a war. Vet 


hear, as I am writing, the cannon of the ſiege of May- | 


ence, at the diſtance. of twenty miles; and long, very 


long, will it be heard. It is confeſſed. on all ſides, that 
the French fight with a courage worthy of a better cauſe. 
The town of Mayence is ſtrong, their artillery. admira- 


- ble; they are already reduced to horſe-fleſh,.. but they | 
have Rill the reſource of eating the inhabitants, and at 
laſt of eating one another; and, if that repaſt could be 
extended to Paris and the whole country, it might efſen- 
tially contribute to the relief of mank ind. Our operati- 
ons are carried on with more than German ſlowneſs, and 


hen the beſieged are quiet, the beſiegers are perfectly 
ſatisfied with their progreſs. A ſpirit of diviſion un- 


doubtedly prevails; and the character of the Pruſſians 
for courage and diſcipline is ſunk lower than you can 


poſſibly imagine. Their glory has expired with Frede- 
i be- 


Sheffield-Place or Downing -Street. Severy goes back 
5 from hence. Adieu: I embrace the dear girls. Ever yours. 


eee gs 
5 e ne 2 7 
| 27 | 67770 IN Arth, 1255 
| 5's him two wind three' o'clock 1 in ge ar. 
| , Xexnopny; I am arrived at this place in e cellent 
_ preſervation. My. expedition, which is now. dra ing #6 
a cloſe, has been a journey of perſeverance rather 
ſpeed, of ſome labour ſince-Frankfort, but without the | 
ſmalleſt degree of difficulty or danger. As T have every 
morning been ſeated in the chaiſe ſoon after ſun-riſe, I 
propoſe” indulging to-morrow! till eleven o clock, and 
going that day no farther than Ghent. On Wedneſday 
the 29th" inſtant I ſhall reach Oſtend in good time; juſt 
eight days, according to my former reckoningꝭ from 
Frankfort. Beyond that I can ſay nothing pofitive;' but 
© ſhould the winds be propitious, it is poſſible mat may 
appear next Saturday, June firſt, in Dovrning-Street. 
After that earlieſt date, you will expect me dayrby day 
till I arrive. Adieu. I embrace the dear girl, and ſa- 
lute Mrs. Holroyd. I rejoice that you have anticipated 
my advice by plunging into buſineſs; but L ſhould noο⁹¹].̊ 
be ſorry if chat buſineſs, however important; detained 
us long in town. I do not wiſh to make a public exhi- 
bition, and only ſigh to enjoy you and the precious rem- 
nant in the ſolitude of Sheffield-Place. Ever yours. 
I I m ſueceſsful I may outſtrip or accompany this 
letter. Vour's and _— s waited 0 me N er e 
77 Pas the ny” 5 12:41 S309 
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; "HE preceding Letters intimate that, in return for my 
nLiſit to Lauſanne in 1591, Mr. Gibbon engaged to 
Pafs a year with me in England; that the war having 
- rendered travelling exceedingly inconvenient, eſpecially | 
to Aa” perſon who, from his bodily - infirmities, required 
every ae „prevented his OT e, 


_ miduble ; a NEON at e tine he ann 11 
ATION | Ane 


Oy b. the — 4 75 3 ks une, 
bility, and of his pdſſeſſing the true ſpirit of friendſhips... 
a after baving relinquiſned ihe thought of his intend-,;; 
| ed viſit, the haſtened 0 England, in ſpite of enexeaſing 
impediments, to ſoothe me by the moſt generous: ſympa- 
thy; and to alleviate my domeſtic alliftio, ; neither his! 
great corpuleney, nor his extraordinary bodily infirmi- -> - 
ties, nor any other conſideration, could . prevent bim a 
moment from reſolving on an undertaking that might 
bave deterred the moſt active young man. He, almoſt... | 
5 ely, with alertneſs. vy no means.patural, 40 bin, 
undertook a great circuitous journey, along the frontiers |. 
0 an enemy, worſe. than ſavage, . within the ſound. of . 2 
their cannon, within the range of the light troops of the 
different armies, andrhrovgh reeds x) ed by the enorr q 
mous machinery of War. ok cabs e 
The readineſs with w henagged inthe ind ole... 
of: -friendſhip, at a time when a- ſelfiſh. ſpirit might have 
pleaded a thouſand reaſons for declining ſo hazardous a 
journey, conſpired, with the peculiar charms of auen = 
ciety to render his arrival a cordial to my mind. I had. 
the ſatisfaction of finding that his own delicate nd pre- 
curious health had not ſuffered in the ſervice of hi friend. 
He arrived in the beginning of June at my houſe in 
Downing - Street, ſafe and in good health; and after we 
had paſſed about a month together in London, we ſetiled 
at Sheffield - Place for the ſummer; where his wit, learn- 
ing, and cheerful en n "ers, Or: a; 
characters. 1 ov 
Although he was e to n r 
better than it really was, his habitual diſlike to motion aps: 100 
peared to increaſe; his inaptneſs to exerciſe confined bim 


to the e and dining-rom. e he: joined, poof 6 
friend 


ep : 


«dann ederic North. 
againſt exerciſe In” general. "He e ridfeuted the eee 
and reſtleſs diſpoſition, that ſummer, the moſt uncomfort-"* ; 
able, as he aig, of all ſeaſons, generally gives tb of 
who have the ws of their limbs. Such arguments were 
little required to keep ſociety within doors, when. * 5 
company was only chere to be enjoyed; for neither the 
fineneſs of the ſeafon, nor the moſt promiſing parties o 
pleaſure; could: np the ee of her ſex [2 4s!” 
ſert him. | 

Fhioſe who have enjoyed the ſociety of Mr. Gibbon 
will agree with me, that his converſation was fill more Te 5 


captivating than his writings. Perhaps no man ever di- 


> 


18 7 


vided time more fairly between literary labour and Toa 1 
al enjoyment; and hence, probably, he derived his pe- 
culiar excellence of making his very extenſive Know- 4 | 
ledge contribute, in the higheſt degree, to the uſe or 


pleaſure of thoſe with whom he converſed. He united, 


in the happieſt manner imaginable, two characters which py 


are not often found in the fame perſon, the ne 
ſcholar and the faſcinating companion. | 


It would be ſuperfluous to attempt a very minute FRY | 4 


neation of a character which i is o diſtinctly marked in 


the Memoirs and Letters. He has deſcribed himſelf . 


without reſerve, and with perfect ſincerity. The Letters, : 
and eſpecially the extracts from the Journal, which could 


not have been written with any purpoſe of being ſeen, | ; 


will make the Yeager 3 e ee Wm the wan”, 


43+ 


whom he very V bach eeemed Mr. Gibbon was 


not abſent from Sheffield-Place till the beginning of Oe- wo 


tober, when we were reluctantly obliged to part with 
him, that he might perform his engagement to Mrs. Gib- 
bon at Bath, the widow of his father, who had early de- 
ſerved, and invariably retained, his affection. From 
Bath he proceeded: to Lord Spenſer' s at Althrop, a fa- 
mily 
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he went from Sheffleld-Place, little did Ti imagine i would 5 
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Rowan ones. She tothe Re Hon Lord SuxprIALD. 


Tur. Cole Street hotel | bas apt its recommenda- 3 


Webſter, whom I met laſt night at Devonſtüre-H. 


* 


| * 28 1 
y h eee een rue He 


. 
"31 


| e f in good health during the ſummer, and i in ext. 15 
ent ſpirits (I never knew him enjoy better); and when, 1 


de che laft time 1 ſhould have the inexpreſſible e if 
ſceing him there in full poſſeſion of health. 
r „The few following ſhort letters, though not important. 
in themſelves, will fill up this Part of the narrative bet. 

ter, mk 1025 e * * 12 L can ſu . : 
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5 EPA | Oktober 24, my 


tion; it is clean, convenient, and quiet. My fiſt 
evening was' paſſed at home in a very agreeable 16e d. | 
with my friend Elmſley. Yeſterday I dined at Crauford's | 
with an excellent ſet, in which were Pelham and Lord 
Egremont. T dine to-day with my Portugueſe friend, Ma- 
dame de Sylva, at Grenier's ; moſt probably with Lady 
a conſtant, though late, reſort of ſociety. The ducheſs 
is as good, and Lady Elizabeth as ſeducing, as ever. No 


news whatever. You: will ſee in the papers Lord Her- 


vey's memorial. I love vigour, but it is ſurely a ſtrong 
meaſure to tell a gentleman you have reſolved to paſs; the 
winter in his houſe. London is not diſagreeable ; yet I 
ſhall probably leave it Saturday. If any thing nl. . 
cur, 4. well write. Adieu; ever fee Canute 456 


N 71 £1 FP 7 »» Ne 


| 5 : 5 To the Same. Rey oy 1 RY 


Spar Ae I left. London . at Reading: 
and Monday in very good time I reached xhis place after. 


a very pleaſant airing ; and am always ſo much delighted, 


rs 


. bet the expence emvmnous, 1 out revel © ak ery Jer 


ed the "day with* IA. C. e ET SPAS Gs 


verſition ſhe is is Juſt. the ſame ds twenty Yeats ago. She 


has ſpirits, appetite, legs, and eyes, and talks of living | 


ul "ainery*: * 5 ean fay froin ny heart, ' Amen. We dine 
at two, and remain together! till nine; "but, although we 
have müchi tö fay, I am not forry char Me talks of intro 


ducing a third or fourth actor. Lord Spenſer expetts me 
about the 2oth ; but if I can do it without offence, 1 ſhalt 


ſteal away two or three days ſooner, and you ſhall have ad- 


vice of my motions. The troubles. of Briſtol have been 


ſerious and bloody. I know not who was in fault; but I 


do not like appeaſing the mob by the extinction of che 


toll, and the removal of the Hereford militia, who. bad 
done their duty. Adieu. The g irls, muſt. dance at Tuns, 


bridge. What would dear lde aunt ſay ie was * an- 


ſwer her letter? 1 * Vours. &c. A BG Ef ue he 


PER. 


Your-Hover, Bern, 


Sr 88 i r "TP % 939 {3 : 


1 fill follow-the'614 wen wow bie Gihidbntion Bs : 
N ts nn era, "on tnotiths, Nr days. 
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di) Barn, ORober 13th, 3794 a, 


Jan as e af Bath in general as if I were ſtill at 
Sheffield. My impatience to get away makes me think 


it better to devote my whole time to Mrs. G.; and dear 


| little aunt,” whom 1 tenderly falute, will excuſe me to 


her two friends, Mr. Hartley and Prefton, if I make 


little or no uſe of their kind introduction- A tele. d dete 

of eight or nine hours every day is rather difficult to ſup- 

port; yet I do aſſure you; that our converſation flows with 

more wa fpirit when we are alone, than when wy 
Ss Shi was then in her eightieth „„ 

vu L U auxiliaries 


7 


5 


without my hoſt, as I have not yet apptiſed Mrs. G. 


a 


ET TE. 1. 


Po Oe are ſummoned. to our aid. She is indeed a Wwon- 


derful woman, and I think all herfaculties of the mind ſtron- 

ger and more adtiye, than Ihave ever known them. 1 ha 
ſertedp” that ten full days may be ſufficient for alt ihe pu 
pdles of c our interview.” 1 ſhould. therefore depart. next” 
Friday, the eighteenth inſtant, . and am indeed expect 


is | 


at Althorpe o on the twentieth; but I may poſſibly reckon MW 


the term of my viſit; and will certainly not quarrel with” 
her for a ſhort delay. I muſt have ſome political ſpecu- 


oo lations. The campaign, at n on our Frey: ems to be | 


at an end. Ever mon. „ fs 0300800 IT 04 5 


Arnonr Glas Te, pure dock. | 


5 Wa E have mi AE exhauſted this morning among. 


the firſt editions of Cicero, that I can mention — 
my departure hence to- morrow, the fixth inftant,- I. ſhall 


lie quietly at Woburn, and reach London in good time 


Thurſday. By the following poſt I will write ſome that 
more largely. My ſtay in London will depend, partly: 

on any amuſement, and your being fixed at Sbeffield - 
Place; unleſs you think I can be comfortably arranged 
for a week or two with you at Brighton. The military: 
remarks ſeem good; but now to what purpoſe! 'Adieu." 1 


embrace and much rejoice. in Louifa's . improvement. 


Lond e was s from home at -— ener 


"Lowven, Friday, Nov. ch; r o'clock. | 


WaLrors al 1 delivered yours; and I baſten che 
direction, that you may not be at a Joſs. 1 wilt 


write to-morrow, but I am now fatigued, and rather uns“ 


well. I will write to-morrow, but T am now a 
and rather unwell. Adieu. I have. not 150 0 a ſoul ex ä 
2 9 „ e 


. 


4 Lo 2 as 


you been stationary at Sheffield, you would have Kei i FJ 


oe. WE yours. 
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SNOW. Alas 93:., 
* Lon 2 1 the word unwell, I flatter my#i fag | 
at. t the ay would have been a little alarmed N. 


1 755 to- day. 'T am Aill awkward, though without | | 

4 ſuſpicions « of gout, and have ſome idea of having {oY 

urle to medical advice. Vet I creep out to-day. in * 

3 to dine with Lord Lucan. But as it will be lite 

al my firſt going down ſtairs, and as ſcarcely any one, 
is apprized of my arrival, I know nothing, I have heard 
nothing, T have nothing to lay. My preſent lodging, a, 
ouſe of Elmſley' S, Is cheerful, convenient, ſomewhat 
, but not ſo much as a hotel, a ſpecies of habitation . 


W 1 have not conceived any. great aſſection. Had 


before the twentieth ; for I am tired of rambling, and pant 
for my home; that is to ſay, for your houſe. But whe- 
ther I ſhall have courage to brave * & and a bleak/ 


down, time only can diſcover. Adieu. T with you back 
to Sheffield- Place. The health of dear Louiſa is doubtleſs - fi 


the firſt object; but I did not expect Brighton after Tun- 
bridge. Whenever dear little aunt is ſeparate from you, 1 
ſhall certainly write to her; ; but at preſent ous is it ehe ö 


2 
* 


2˙ The Sams, at BrightteInſlon 


. ST. Jus $-STREET) Nov. 11th, 1793 
1 MUST at it length withdraw the veil before my ſtate of 
health, tho the naked truth may alarm you more than a fit 
of, the gout. Have you never obſerved, through my inen 
preſſibles, a large prominency, which, as it was not at all 
painful, and very little troubleſome, I had ſtrangely ne- 
glected for many years? But ſince my departure from 
Sheffield Place i it bas increaſed, (moſt ſtu pendouſly,) is in- 
crealing and ought to be diminiſhed. Yeſterday I ſent for 
mon who is allowed to be a very 1kilful * Af- 
| | U " | ter 


25 Mr ee * n = 40 x lade, 651g; 
Wk; and 4 l it again — Mr: - 
Cline, a ſurgeon, | as he ſays, of the firſt eminenes: 
They both pronounce it ahydrocele, (a collection of water;) 
which muft be Jet out by the operation of. tapping; ; „ but, 
from its magnitude and long neglect, they think ita moſt | 
7 extraordinary caſe, and wiſh to haye another ſurgeon, Dl 
| Bayley, preſent. If the buſineſs ſhould go off ſmoothly; 
I ſhall be delivered from my burtben, (it is almoſt as big 
as a ſmall child,) and walk about in four or five days 
with a truſs. But the medical gentlemen, who never 
: ſpeak / quite plain, inſinuate to me the poſhbility of an 
inflammation, of fever, &c. I am not appalled at the | 
thoughts of the operation, which is fixed for Wedneſ- 
day next, twelve o'clock; but it has occurred to me, 
that you might wiſh to be preſent, before and afterwards 
till the crifis was paſt ; and to give you that opportunity, 
T ſhall folicit a delay till Thurſday, or even Friday. In 
the mean while, I crawl about with ſome labour, and 
much indecency, to Devonſhire-Houſe (where I left! all 
the fine Ladies, making flannel waiſtcoats+) ; Lady Lu- 
can 'S, Sc. Adieu. Varniſh the buſineſs for the Ladies; 
yet I am affraid it will be public -—the — of being 
notorious. Ever Ju: FUSTY FAT 


% 


- 


IMMEDIATELY « on receiving the Jaft 8 An 
the ſame day from Brighthelmſtone to London, and Was 
agreeably ſurpriſed to find that Mr. Gibbon had dined 
at Lord Lucan's, and did not return to his. lodgings, 
where I waited for him, till eleven o'clock at vight. 
Thoſe who have ſeen him within the laſt eight or ten years, 
muſt be ſurpriſed to hear, that he could doubt, whether 
his diſorder was apparent. When he returned to En- 
_ in 1789, I was greatly alarmed by, a Procigious | 


+ For the Soldiers in Flanders, 
ek 
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increaſe, which I always Tonceived to proceed from a 


- ruptures! I did not underſtand why he, who had talked 


_ - with me on every other ſubject relative to himſelf and 
his affairs without reſerve, - ſhould never in any ſhape hint 
_ &t a malady ſo troubleſome : but on ſpeaking to his va- 


let de chambre, he told me, Mr. Gibbon could not bear 


the leaſt alluſion to that ſabjeR, and never would ſuffer 
him to notice it. I conſulted ſome medical perſons, wha 
with me ſuppoſing it to be à rupture, were of opinion 
that nothing could be done, and ſaid that he ſurely muſt 
have had advice, and of courſe had taken all neceſfary pre- 


cautions. He now talked freely with me about his diſor- 
der; whichy: he faid, began in the year 1761; that he 
then conſulted Mr. Hawkins the ſurgeon, who did not de- 


cide whether it was the beginning of a rupture, or an 


hydrocele ;- but he deſired to ſee Mr. Gibbon again when 


he came to town. Mr. Gibbon not feeling any pain, 


nor ſuffering any inconvenience, as he ſaid, never return- 


ed to Mr. Hawkins; and although the diſorder continu- 


ed to increaſe gradually, and of late years very much 
indeed, he never mentioned it to any perſon, however, in- 
credible it may appear, from 1961 to November 1793. 


I told. him, that I had always ſuppoſed. there was no 


doubt of its being a rupture; his anſwer was, that he 
never thought ſo, and that he, and the ſurgeons who at- 
tended him, were of opinion that it was an hydrocele. It 
is now certain that it was originally a rupture, and that 


an hydrocele had lately taken place in the ſame part; 


and it is remarkable, that his legs, which had been 


ſwelled about the ankle, particularly one of them, ſince 


he had the erifipelas in -1790, recovered their former 
ſhape as ſoon as the water appeared in another part, 


Which did not happen till between the time he leſt 
Sheffield- Place, in the beginning of October, and his ar- 


rival at /Althorpe; towards the latter end of that month. On 
the nn ee the date ad his laſt letter, Mr. 


Gibbon 
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| "\Ginbon/w was. \tapped-for che firſt 4 dur qu 
trauſparent watery fluĩd were 9 rene ; 
Neither | inflammation nor fever; enſued v the tumour was 
diminiſhed to nearly half its ſize ; che remaining. Fart 
was ſoſt irregular maſs, I had been wich him π]ↄW 
days, before, and I continued with 3 above a weck af. 
ter the firſt tapping, during which time he enjoyed his 
uſual ſpirits; and the three medical gentlemen who at- 
tended him will recolle& his pleaſantry, even quting 
"the operation. He was abroad again in a few days, ur 
the water evidently collecting very faſt, it was agreed t 
a ſecond punQure ſhould be made a fortnight af ter 
fit. Knowing that I ſhould be wanted at a meeting in 
' the country, he preſſed” me to attend it, and promiſed 
"that ſoon after the ſecond operation was performed. he 
would follow me to Sheffield - Place; but vos, bs axed 
13 mae the two following Letters. . 5 . ” 


* 
"4 


Arr. Gingen 10 Lord Suri Lp, at e '# 
S ST: Jakene's STREET, Nov. 25th, 2793 


Teen Farquhar has promiſed to write vou a line, 

. I conceive you may not be ſorry to hear direQly | 
1 from me. The operation of yeſterday was much longer, 
more ſearching, and more painful than the former; but 
it has eaſed and lightened me to a much greater degrees. 
No inflammation, no fever, a delicious night, leave to 
go abroad. to-morrow, and to go out of town when J 
pleaſe, en attendant the future meaſures of a radical cure. 
If you hold your intention of returning next Saturday 
to Sheffield-Place, I ſhall probably join you about the 
' Tueſday following, after having paſſed two "nights, at 
| Beckenham +. The Deyons are going to Bath, and the 
hoſpitable Craufurd follows them. I paſſed 4 delete 
day with Burke; an odd one with Monſignote Eifkine, 
the Pope's Nuncio. Of public news, you and tlie pa- 


5 7 Ti © ks - 


* A h quarts of _ fame Avid xs before were eee t. Eten - Tam. 
Pers 


i Ne ee Welkom aa 

and: lands hopes; nor do I diſlice the Royalitschaving - 

-cbeaten:the- Sans Culottes, and taken Dol. How mmyyx 

- ++pinzates will it take to guillotine the ſeventy three = 
members of the Convention, h are now arreſted ? 

e Ever youll e e 34, 4 ee ne, ub 

cb Mr. GI to Lord Snzvv 1s iD. tw Ha 
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"1 | 15 sr. Lese - Srazzr, Nov. Zeh, 1793 
II. 7 not be i in my power to reach Sheffield: place 
quite fo ſoon as I wiſhed and expected. Lord Augkr 

land informs me, that he thall be at Lambeth next week, 
© Tuelday, Wedneſday, and Thurſday. 1 have thereſore 
agreed to dine at Beckenham on Friday. Saturday will | 
be ſpent there, and unleſs ſome. extraordinary. temptation 
ſhould detain me another day, you will ſee me by four 

2 clock Sunday the ninth. of December, 77 dine to- mor- 

row with the Chancellor at Hampftead, and, what I 
do not like at this time of the year, without a propoſal 

to ſtay all night. Vet I would not refuſe, more eſpecial- . 

- Iy as I had denied him on a former day. My health" is 

good; but I ſhall have a fina interview with Farquhar 

before I leave town. We are ſtill in darkneſs about Loud 

Howe and the French ſhips, but hope ſeems to prepen- 

derate. Adieu. Nothing that relates to Laune can op 

: buten Ever vors. era Or, 


) | 

x 85 Mr. Gibbon 13 took the 35 of. 2 
| "S night « or two with his friend Lord Auckland, at Eden- 
e | 

iN 2 Farm, (ten miles from London,) on his. paſſage to Stef- 
S _ feld- Place; and notwithſtanding his indiſpoſition, he 
al bad lately Made an excuriion thither from London; when 
5 he was much pleaſed by meeting the Archbiſhop, of Can- 
13 terbury, of whom, he expreſſed an high opinion. He 


returned to London, to dine 'with Lord Loughborough, 
Ms to meet Mr. Burke, Mr. Windham, and particularly Mr. 
ers Pi 

þ | itt, 


1188571 


. 3 NW ei N din his lat 
journey tq Suſſex, he reviſited Eden-Farm, and: was n 
gratified by the opportunity of again ſecing, | 
whole day, Mr. Pitt, who palled the night. there. . N 


Lord Auckland's; Mr. Gibbon proceeded. to. Sheffield- 


| Place ; ; and his. diſcourſe was never .more brilliant, nor 


more entertain ing, than on his arrival. The parallel he 
drew, and the compariſons be made, between the leading 
men of this country, were ſketched in his beſt manner, 
and were infinitely intereſting. However, this laſt viſit to 
Sheffield-Place became far different from any be had ever 
made before. That ready, cheerful, various, and illu- 
minating converſation, which we had before admired i in 
him, was not always to be found in the library or the 


from company ſooner than he had been uſed to do. On 


the oc ee re December, his appetite began to fall 


nim. He obſerved to me, that it was a very bad ſign with 
him when he could not eat his breakfaſt, which he had 
done at all times very heartily; and this ſeems to have 
been the ſtrongeſt expreſſion of apprehenſion that be was 


ever obſerved to utter. A conſiderable degree of fever 
now made its appearance. Inflammation aroſe ſrom the 


weight and bulk of the tumour. ' Water again collected 
very faſt, and when the fever went off, he neyer entirely 
recovered his appetite even for breakfaſt.” I became very 


uneaſy indeed at his ſituation towards the end of the month, 
and thought it neceſſary to adviſe him to ſet out for Lol 


don, He had before ſettled his plan to arrive there about 
the middle of January. I had company in the bouſe, 


and we expected one of his particular friends; but he 


was obliged to ſacrifice all ſocial pleaſure to the immedi- 
ate attention which his health required; He went "6 
London on the ſeventh of January, and the next day J 
received the following biller 7 the laft be e 8 
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 dining-room. He moved with difficulty, and retired - 


LE 
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fl „Keks GUN Fh. ts Lo SI 5 r 518 
non 58x Afie;caee way STREET, four o'clock} Fackiay, 
8 % TIs date Bye every thing. 1 was almoſt Killed 
er between Sheffield- Place and Eaſt Grinfted, by "har 
de frozen, long, and croſs ruts, that would Rig: the 
Ie approach of an Indian wig-wam. The reſt was ſon 

e thing less painful; and 1 reached this place half-dead, 
. but n. not ſeriouſly feveriſh, or ill. 1 found A dinner id 
| a vitation from Lord Lucan ; but what : are dinners to 
4 me ? 1 wiſh they did not know of my departure. . 1 
catch the flying Polt. What a an effort ! Adieu, ail 


| « * Thurſday © or Friday.“ 


By his own gefire, I did not t follow him till [Thurſday 
the ninth. I then found him far from well. The tumour 
more dittended than before, inflamed, and. ulcerated in 
ſeveral, places. Remedies were applied to abate the in- 
flammation; but it was not thought: proper to puncture 
| the tumour for a third. time, till Monday the 3 3th-of Ja- 

nuary, when no lefs than lix quarts of fluid, were, diſ- 

charged. He ſeemed much relieved by the evacuation. | 
His ſpirits continued. good. He talked, as uſual, of 
paſſing his time at kouſes which he had often frequented 
with great pleaſure, the Duke of Devonſhire” S, Mr. 
Crauſurd's, Lord Spenſer” s, Lord Lucan's, Sir Ralph 
| Payne s, and Mr, Batt's ; and when I told him that J 
ſhould. not return to the country, as I had intended, he 
pPreſſed me to go; knowing I had an engagement there on 
public bulinefs, he ſaid, you may be back on Satur- 
3 © day, and 1 intend to go on Thuriday to Devonſhne- 
10 Houſe.” 1 bad not any apprehenſion that his life was 
in danger, although J began to fear that he might not be 
reſtored ta a comfortable Rate, and that motion - would 
be very troubleſome to him; but he talked of a xadical 
cure. He, faid, that it was ' fortunate the di ſorder had 
ſhewn itſelf while he was in England, where he miglit 
piocure the beſt aſſiſtance ; and if a radical cure could 
. not 
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the way to Suſſex, and the following day reached Shef. 


by the poſt a good account of Mr. Gibbon, which men- 


pd dete hesse | 


an able ſurgeon at Geneva, "_ cs cons: to tap him 


ben it ſhould be neceſſary. + DDD1SLE 269 an 
On Tueſday the fourteenth, ore de of cinflam- - 
. Bs e and fever from the laſt operation was ſu ppoſed to 
de paſt, as the medical gentlemen who attended him d- 


preſſed no fears for his life, I went that aſternoon pari of 


Held-Place. The next morning, the ſixteenth, I received 


tioned alfo that he hourly gained firength. In the evening 


came a letter by expreſs, dated noon that day, which 


-acquainted me that Mr. Gibbon had had a violent attack 
tlie preceding night, and that it was not probable he 


hond Hve till I could come to him. I reached his 
# 'lodgings'/in St. James*s-ftreet about midnight, and learned 


that my friend had expired a quarter before" one ee ns 


chat day, the 16th of January 1594. 5 A 


After 1 left him on Tueſday alternde the ide 


de faw ſome company, Lady Lucan and Lady Spenſer, 


and thought himſelf well enough at night to omit the 
opium draught, which he had been ufed to take for ſome 
time. He ſlept very indifferently ; before nine the next 
morning he roſe, but could not eat his breakfaſt. How- 
ever, he appeared tolerably well, yet complained at times 
of a pain in his ftomach. At one o'clock he received a 
viſit of an hour from Madame de Sylva, and at three, His 


friend, Mr. Craufurd, of Auchinames, (whom he always | 


mentioned with particular regard.) called, and ſtayed 


with him till paſt five o'clock. They talked, as ufu 


on various ſubjects; and twenty hours before his dend, 

Mr. Gibbon happened to fall into a converfationzg Hdt 

uncommon with him, on the probable duration of lis life. 

He ſaid, that he thought litmſelf a good liſe fon ten, 

twelve, or perhaps twenty years. About, fix; he 1 

wing of a chicken, and drank three glaſſes of Madeira. 
18 


1.255 J 
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| 8 very uneaſy ee S 


plained a good, deal. and appeared fo weak, that his der= 
vant was alarmed. Mr. Gibbon had ſent to his friend and 


relation, Mr. Robert Darell, whoſe houſe Was not far 
diſtant, deſiring to ſee him, and adding, that he had 


5 3 particular to ſay. But, ane a 


aig 8 interview never took place. . 2” 00 
During the evening he complained 3 bie oed, 
N a diſpoſition to vomit. Soon after nine, he took 
his opium draught, and went to hed. About ten, he 
- complained of much pain, and deſired that warm napkins 
- might be applied to his tomach. He almoſt inceſſantly 
. expreſſed a ſenſe of pain till about four clock in the 
morning, when he ſaid he found his ſtomach much eaſier- 


About ſeven, the ſervant aſked, whether he- ſhould ſend 
for Mr. Farquhar? he anſwered, no; that he was as well 


as he had been the day before. At about half paſt eight, 
he got out of bed, and ſaid lie was ** plus adroiiꝰ than 

he had heen for three months paſt, and got into bed again, 
without aſſiſtance, better than uſual. About nine, he 
ſaid that he would riſe. The ſervant, however, perſuad- 
ed him to remain in bed till, Mr. Farquhar, who was ex- 
pected at eleven, ſhould come. Till about that hour he 

ſpoke with great facility. Mr. Farquhar came at the 

time appointed, and he was then viſibly dying: When 
the walet de chambre returned, after attending Mr. Far- 

quhar out of the room, Mr. Gibbon ſaid, Pourguoi 

et ce que. vous me quitiez ?” This was about half paſt 
eleven. At «twelve, he drank ſome brandy: and water 
from a, tea-pot, and deſired his favourite ſervant 10 ſtay 
with him, Theſe were the laſt words he pronounced 

articulately.. . 1 the laſt he preſerved his ſenſes; and 


when he could. no longer ſpeak, his ſervant having aſked | 


a queſtion, he made a ſign, to ſhew that he underſtood 
him. He. vas e eee and did not ſtir; his eyey 
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FSR About a quarter before one, he cmd 1 to 


3 henfion” of death 
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5 and it does not appear” that he eher ; 


ork bet 78 


thought himſelf in danger, unleſs his defire to ff 
Me. Darell may be conſidered in that Iiglt. 
Perhaps T dwell too long on theſe minute and means 
choly circumſtances. Vet the cloſe of fath à life can 
kardly fail to intereſt every reader; and 1 know that tlie 
public has received a different ud CFOs enen 


wy friend's laft hours. 8 50 : Avi» 
I can never ceaſe to feel regret chat 1 was we by bis nde | 


at this awful Period : a regret ſo trong, that I can San 


1448 The body was 8 till the fifth dey after his FO It was then 
bond, except that a degree of mortification, not very conſiderable, had taken 
place on a part of che col; which, with the whole of the omentum, of a very 
enlarged ſize, had deſcended into the ſcrotum, forming a bag that hung down nearly 
as low as the knee. Since that part had been inflamed and ulcerated, Mr. Gib- 

boo could not bear a truſs ; and when the laft fix quarts of fluid were diſcharged, | 


the colon and omentum deſcending lower, they, by their weight, drew the Jow- 


er mouth of the ſtomach downwards to the vir, and this 3 as the 


immediate cauſe of his death. | 
The following is the account of the appearance of the body given FO 


cine cee webe cis Kl 


„ Aperto tumore, qui ab i inguine uſque ad genu ſe eee 1 
<< eſt partem ejus inferiorem conſtare ex tunica vaginali teſtis continenti duas 
ve quaſi libras liquoris ſeroſi tincti ſanguine. | Ea autem fuit ſacci illius amplitu- 
<< do ut portioni liquoris longs majori capiendie ſufficeret. In e * 
4 hujus ſacci teſtis ſitus fait. Hunc omninò ſanum i invenimus. 

* Partem tumoris ſuperiorem oc cupaverant integrum fere omentum et major 
<< pars inteftini coli. Hz partes, facco fibi proprio incluſz, Gbi invicem et 
ec ſacco ſuo aded arte adhæſerunt ut coĩviſſe viderentur in maſſam unam ſolidam 
& et irregularem 3 cujus a tergo chorda ſpermatica ſedem ſuam obtinuerat. . 

In omento et in inteſtino colo haud dubia recentis inflammationis ſigna vidio 
© mus, necnon maculas nonnullas lividi coloris hinc inde ſparſas. 

* Aperto abdomine, ventriculum invenimus a naturali ſuo fitu detractum af. 
40 que ad annulum muſculi obliqui externi. Pylorum retrorſum et qual furſdim 


4 à duodeno retractum. In hepate ingentem numerum parvorum tuberculorum. 


60 veſicam fellc am bile admodùm diſtentam. In cæteris viſceribus, examini 


90 auatomico ſubjectis, nulla morbi veſtigia exticerunt,”. 
. . 


Ay ITE A (5 3 #3. 


it only by borrowing Us = ogg Mr. Maſon bas d. ane 
lar occaſion} the'forcible language of T acitus : 


Mini rater acerbitatem amici erepti, auget mæſtitiam quod 


| ali dere valet 1 injy, fovere defi ientem, ſatiari vultu, c 


non configit. It is ſome conſolation to me, that I have not, 
like Tacitus, by A long, abſence, anticipated the loſs of 
my. friend ſeveral years, before his deceaſe. Although 1 


| had not. the mournful gratification of being near him on 


the day he expired, yet, during his illneſs, I had not faily | 


ed to attend bim, with that aſſiduity which his genius, his 


virtues, and, above all, our n u guest. and 


e e demanded. 
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"TA Cs witt 15 dated the rſt of Ofober 29h; _ 
juſt before I left Lauſanne ; he diſtinguiſhes me, ; 
as uſual, in the moſt fattering manner: 
I conſtitute and appoint the Right Honourable John . 
„Lord Sheffield, Edward Delf Eſquire, and John = 
«© Thomas Batt Eſquire, to be the Executors of this my 
« laſt Will and Teftament ; and as the execution of this | 
te truft will not be attended with much difficulty or trou- 


e ble, I ſhall indulge theſe gentlemen, in the pleaſure, 
of this laſt diſintereſted ſervice,” without wronging 


2 feelings, or oppreſſing my heir, by too light or 4 
«< weighty a teſtimony of my gratitude. My obligations 
ce to the long and active nee of Lord Sheffield, 1 
* could never ſufficiently repay.” 

He then obſerves, that the Right Hon: Lady Eliot, of 
Port-Eliot, is his neareſt relation on the father's ſide; 
but that her three ſons are in ſuch proſperous circum- 


ſtances, that he may well be excuſed for making the two 
children of his late uncle, Sir Stanier Porten, his heirs ; 


they being in a very different ſituation. He bequeaths 
annuities to two old ſervants ; ; three thoufand pounds, and 
his furniture, plate, &c. at Lauſanne, to Mr. Wilhelm 
de Severy ; one hundred guineas to the poor of Lauſanne, 


and fifty guineas each to the following perſons : Lady 


Sheffield and daughters, Maria and Louiſa, Madame 
and Mademoiſelle de Severy, the Count de Schomberg, 


| Mademoiſelle la Chanoineſſe de Polier, and M. le Mi- 


niſtre Le Vade, for the purchaſe of ſome token which 


may remind them of a ſincere friend. The remains of Mr. 


Gibbon were depoſited i in Lord Sheffield's mere es ors place 
in Suſſex. | 
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TH E 1 of Mr. Gibbon from the time 401 0 
bis return to Switzerland in 1788, are amexed to | 
his Memoirs, as the beſt continuation of them. 
Among his Letters of an earlier date, I find ſeveral 
which he has alluded to, and others which will il- 
luſtrate the account he has given of himſelf. "Theſe, 
] flatter myſelf, will pleaſe the generality of readers; 
ſince, when he touches on matters of private buſi- 
neſs, even ſubjects of the drieſt nature become in- 
tereſting, from his mode of treating them. Many 
Letters from diſtinguiſhed perſons to him will be in- 
troduced, and ſome that he received at a very early 
period of life, Although we have not ﬆ all his own 
Letters to which theſe were anſwers, yet we have 
enough to teſtify his ambition, even in youth, to be 
diſtinguiſhed as a ſcholar. 

It has been ſometimes thought neceſſary to offer 
to the' Public an apology for the publication of pri- 
vate Letters: I have no ſcruple to ſay, that I pub- 
liſh theſe, © hecauſe I think they place my friend in 
an advantageous point of view. He might not, 

perhaps, have expected that all his Letters ſhould 
be printed ; but I have no reaſon to believe that he 

would have been averſe to the publication of any. 

If T had, they never would have been made public, 

however highly I might bave conceived of their ex- 

cellence. | 


2 
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 MoxsipuR,” Ds, Es | Pats, 7 Aett 176: 


— 


J ne puis qu Etre tres enſible aux tmoignages d time 
dont vous voulez bien me combler, quoique je ſois fort 


T Eloigns de les prendre a à la lettre, et de me regarder com- 


me un oracle. Mais je ſuis homme vrai, et par la meme 
qui aime à profiter des lumieres que, lon a la bonts de 
me communiquer. Ainſi, Monſieur, je regois avec toute 
8.4 la ſatisfaction poſſible - Vingenieuſe conje&ture que vous 
2 propoſea, pout P&claircifſement d'un pillage de Tite 
| TE BG 3 Live 


(TRANSLATION, 


% 


Mr CREVIER 0 wv omen. 


8 1 R, "Sy | Pants, 5 Auguſt 1756. 

I am extremely obliged by your expreffions of eſteem, without taking 

them in the literal ſenſe, and believing myſelf an oracle: But I am a lover 
of truth and fincerity, and always ready to avail myſelf of the communica- 


wy learned friends. With the greateſt pleaſure, therefore, I received 
X 2 your 
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Doh LETTERS TO AND FROM 


Live fur lequetj jen avois fo qu eue embaraſls. Tan 
loutes vos obſervations, tous vos raiſonnemens. Pers 

s te changement d'une ſeule lettre, vous ſubftituez. A un 
I cens louche et obſcur, une penſee claire, convenable au 
caraQere de celui quĩ parle, et bien lite avec tout le reſte 
du diſcours. Je ne manquerai pas d'en faire une note, et 
de me ſervir de cette judicieuſe correction, fi Voccafion sen 
preſente, en prenant ſoin Cen fun n à celui àqui 

1 85 Je la dos. x 

8 i | Jajouterai ſeulement une arge de pen de conſe- 
© quence, mais qui me. paroit ndoefſaire pour donner toute 
Fa perfection à la phraſe, ſur laquelle vous avez travaille 
fi heureuſement. Voici la phraſe avec le changement que 
| vous propoſez. Nec eſſe in vos otio vgſtro conſultum ab No- 

manis credatis. Or in vos ne me paroit point s accorder 
ö avec otio veftro. L'e expreſſion i in vos ſemble marquer que | 
que choſe qut doit etre contraire au bien des Carthaginois, 
et qui par conſequence &'altie mat avec idee de leur re- 
pos. Ainſi au lieu de ces mots in vos Paimerois mieux 
lire in has. Alors la phraſe fera completement bonne. Nee 
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your ingenious 8 illuſtrating a paſſage of Livy, by which I had 

been puzzled. I adopt all your obſervations and reaſonings. By changing 

a ſingle letter, you ſubſtitute, inftead of an auleward and obſure meaning, a 

* thought perſpicuous in itſelf, ſuitable to the character of the ſpeaker, and 

connected with the purport of his diſcourſe, I ſhall nat fail naticing this judici- 

ous correction, when an opportunity occurs, and my the name of th: 
perſon to whom I am indebted for it. 

I will add only one remark, of ſmall importance indeed, but neceſſary for 
giving complete correctneſi to the paſſage with which your attention has been 
ſo ſucceſsfully occupied. With your emendation it runs thus: Nec efſe in vos 
otio weſtro. conſultum ab Romanis credatis. The in vos does not appear to me 

to. correſpond. well with ci weſtro ; ; fince it ſeems to indicate ſomething - 
adverſe to the intereſt of the Carthaginians, and therefore does not accord 
well with the idea of their tranquillity. Inſtead of the words in vo I would 

read in his; which would render the paſſage perfectly correct. Nec eff 

| in 


* * _— 4 


* 


3 de. 


** „ Pr oy ws * „ — — 4 


efſe i Fa his otio veftro ts Romanis credatis. © Ne 


penſez | pas que dans ces meſyres que prennent les Ro- 


r mains, pour vous Ster toutes vos forces, et en vous in- 
ce terdiſant la guerre avec 1 Etranger, K aient eu VO ob- 
cc jet votre tranquillits et votre repos. 
II ne me reſte plus, Monſieur, qu à vous remercier Us 1a 
bonts- que vous avez eu de me faire part d'une idee auſſi 
heureuſe. Ce ſeroit une grande j joie pour moi fi je re- 


cevois ſoyent de pareils a0 EN tout ee e que 1 donne 5 
| au public. 


Tai Thonneur dne, avec bien de n reconoilſance et 


. „ Do not; belleve ches tha 
4. Romans, when they deprive you of your forces, and forbid you to make 
« war on foreign nations, mean thereby to promote your tranquillity. 

It remains only, Sir, that I ſhould thank you for your goodneſs in com- 
municating to me ſe happy a thought. It would give me the greateſt pleaſure 
* be frequently favoured with ſuch aſſiſtance in my literary labours: 

e to remain, with much gratitude and reſpect, 


. Fe, FO 5 
CaxvIxI. 
' 1 * 
#45 
* 
2 
: 
2 
45 
* 
* 
* 
© - 
* ore oo ome 3 — — 
a — 


EDWARD 0 GIBBON. Ecquize. , 9 


5 Chiviix; 
% we KY 2 Won 


” 
p — In — 0 — 
5 — 
* "wo - Fs... V+ 1 LEES 2 1 e 
1 3 
8 1 — gu 
DN ri Er — IT 
my L 8 $4, av 4” 2 at 2 
bo — p 24 * * 
CIT r = 4 8 


N — 

* 8 AY 
8 on DW, = Met 

© pI yo 


= 
* 
| \ 
* * i 
Figs * 
f 
+7 
* . 
3 7 
* = 
1 = 
1 
4 
- 
2 | 
1 
1 
11 _ 
41 
7 
7 
. 
] 


* 4 oz 
2 1 
4 eee. 
4 O90 —— — 


mm rt ice d B; v ble * et N » | 


L 


> wth hv; „e er 0 Ne I. TU 2» eee ric - 
r ae vv e eee e u ALL Nt 585 Ast 18 
ieee 461914 n dt 1288 N F 15 
N mh NM. Ne ID - . Gisson, *. W mY 
ane EOS £0: & "5 Ht}; ! c g 34 
| 8 5 & $33% airy ha det . 1% e 5 
15 wk 775 1x the 75%, : 
As kur — des aner 
tions publiques dont cette Eglile eſt chargée en 22 ; 
de fete, je ſaiſis avec joie quelques momens de repos pour” | 
m'entreienir, Monſieur, avec vous: ce ſera, + $'1] - vous plait, 
ſans faire de trop grands eſſorts fur Varticle des idees i. 
nes que yqus me propoſez. Outre que je riſquerois de 
dire comme je ne ſais quelle des interlocutrices de Ter 
rence, Magno conatu magnas nugas; 11. y Aa fort long tems, 


5 2 


matiere, et il faudroit trop de tems et de papier Pour 


tout Eplucher. Ayez gone la bonts de vous contenter des 
premieres rEflexions qui ſe pięſenter ont For gualques; en- | 


« 
4s Jo# 


que je n'al relu M. Locke, Poracle moderne ſur cette. 


fe de fon premier livre; 


Ar. ALLaMAND wy. Gipov. - W. 45 


„„ e OE 74th September TY 


AFTER eſcaping from the tumult of public functions, in which the mi- 
piſters of this church are employed during the holyd ays, I fit down witk 
| -much pleaſure to converſe with you a few minutes on paper; without intend=... 
| ing to make any very violent exertion in anſwering the queſtions concerning) 
innate ideas, which you propoſe. for my conſideration. 1 am not OP do 
riſk the being obliged to ſay, with one of Terence's characters, M. 
coram magnas nugas; beſides, it is long ſince 1 looked into Locke, the 
modern oracle on that ſubject; and tos much time and paper would be re- 
quiſite completely to canvas ſo intricate a ſubject. You will have the 
goodneſs, therefore, to be contented with the firſt reflections _ occur to 


me on ſome ane. of bis firſt book. i 
. + 


5 ARD N Eſquire. Ar 
Je commence par le e i. 55 5. * cet nabile bene 
reprend de prouver que ces denx principes, Ce qui fl, 


- ih impoſſible gu une meme choſe ſoit, et en meme temps ne 


fo pas, ne ſont point jnn6s, puiſqu ils n'stoient point dans 


Leſprit pendant Penfance; et la preuve qu'its n'y &toient | 
pas, c eſt que Venfant ny penſoit point, et que bien des 
gens meurent, ſans les avoir jamais appercus; or,” dit | 


M. Locke, une ide ne ſauroit r er i 


que reſprit ne sen appergoive, &c. 
II eſt elair, Monſieur, que toute la force de ce Winti 


ment, eſt dans cette derniere aſſertion; mais cette aſſertion 
n'eſt elle pas evidemment detruite par Vexperience? Apper- 
cevez-vous actuellement toutes les idées que vous avez * 


dans Veſprit ? N'y en a til point auxquelles vous ne pren- 
drez peut tre garde de pluſieurs années? Et dans les ef 


forts que l'on fait ſouvent pour rappeller ce qu'on a conſiẽ 


A ſa mEmoire, ne ſent-on pas qu'il peut y avoir des con- 
noiſfnces fi cach6es dans ſes replis, que loin de les apper- | 


gevoir ſans ceſle, il faut bien de la peine pour les rattra p- 


per ? Je fais que M. Locke, qui a a ſenti la mann tache 
Y . de 


In chapter i. 6 5. that able writer undertakes to prove that the axioms 


- Whatever is, is; « Tt is impoſſible for the ſame thing to be and not to 


{© be at the ſame time; are not innate; becauſe children are totally ignorant of 
them, as appears from their never taking notice of them; and many perſons die 


without ever perceiving, the truth of theſe axioms; ** but it is impoſſible, Mr. 


Locke obſerves, “ for an idea to be in the mind, which the mind never takes 
notice of.“ It is plain that the whole weight of his reaſoning reits on this laſt 


aſſertion; which aſſertion itfelf ſeems to be ma ifeſtiy eoncradictæd by experience. 


Do you perceive, Sir, at this moment all the ideas that are in your mind? Are 


there not ſome of them which you may not, perhaps, take natice of for many 


years? In the efforts which we make to recall things to the memory, are we not 


ſenſible that ſome ideas may be fo deeply hidden in its receſſes, that inſtead of 


continually perceiving. them, we have no {mall trouble in bringing them back to 


our remembrance? 1 know that Mr. Locke, c. iii. & 20, eudeavours to obviate 


neſs 
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Teſprit fans gen appergevoir; ce qui eſt le point dont 


4 © 1&5 


et Vembarras de on; TS montre 3 Wetoit 


Par à fo aiſe en Feerivant; et comment y auroit-il S? 


Voici, autant que j en puis juger, à quoi il: ſe n6duit. 
AI avoue, E nous avons dans Le ſprit des idées que 


7 * 
— 
N 


t nous n'appergevons / point actuellement; mais, 


+, Ceſb dans la memaire-qu'elles. ſunta et cela eſt fi uri, 


4 qu'on ne ſe les rappelle point ſans je ſouvenir, en meme 
© temps, qu'on les a deja apperęues. Or, tel n eſt point 
ce le cas des idtes qu'on prétend canes. | Quand on les 
c appergoit pour la premiere fois, ce n eſt point avec r- 
t miniſcence, comme on deyroit, fi. ces id6es 13" avoient 
ce &6-dans Veſprit avant cette premiere apperception,” &c. 
De grace, Monſieur, croyez-vous que M. Locke Sen- 
Hendulit bien lui mẽme, quand il diſtinguoit #tre dens 7 efprit 


et etre dans la mimoire?. Et qu importe à la queſtion, 
qu'on ſe ſouvienne d'ayoir deja ſu ce que l'on ſe rappelle, 


&il' n'en eſt pas moins vrai qu'on Va eu long temps dans 


- : * Cl 
; 1 2 gs 1 7 * 


theſe objections; but the length and perplexity of ta ber: that he wa 
not at eaſe in writing it. How indeed could he be ſo? fince, as far as I am able 
to judge, the following is the reſult of his argument: confeſs that we have 
<< ideas in the mind, of which we are not conſcious ; but then theſe ideas are 
E in the memory 3 as appears from this, that we never recall them without re- 
% membering that they formerly were objects of our perception. But this is 
ce not ſuppoſed to bold with regard to what are called innate ideas. When theſe 
tc are perceived for the firſt time, it is not with reminiſcence, which would cer- 
4c tainly be the cabs if they had beun {a the mind before this firſt perception of 

them,”” &c. „ 4 vi 
Be pleaſed to tell me, Sir, whether you think that Mr Locke himſelf well 
underſtood the diſtinction which he makes between being i in the mind, and 
Being in the memory? And of what importance is it, that we remember 
to have formerly had the recalled ideas, provided it © be allowed that we. had 
| them 


= 


r 


a 


5 «ay 


1. 


x eg ab; M. tins paid hath. 


booty rappelle point les id6es inn&cs par rc miniſcence, cet 
ju'elles ne ſont point entr6es dans Tefprit d'une maniete 


| Wer airexigs; du attiv6 fon attention. Et ceſt auſſi le cas 


de pluſieurs ids es acquiſes ;' car, quoiqu*en puiſſe dire M. 
Locke, chacun fe wouve an beſoin, nombre d idées qui 
ne peuvent v utre inſmube; dans ſon eſprit, qu a la prü- 


ence de certains objets, au quels il n'a point pris garde, 7 


0%, en genéral, par des moyens inconnus, qui Font en- 


_ Fichi fans qu'il fache comment, et fans quiil crit les 


"on juſques au moment qu'elles fe font pre ſenttes. 

Bur le fond meme de la queſtion, il me femble que M. 
Lecker fand perpctuellement deux choſes tres diffs- 
rentes. Lide elle mme, qui eſt une connoiſſance dans 


| reſprit et un prineipe de rafſonnement ; ; et Pfnonc# de cette 


ite en forme de propoſition, ou de deéfinition. II ſe 
peut, et il eſt meme tres probable, que bien des gens 
N ont Lane N on ee en n eax-memes cet Enonce, 


4 


4% 


them long, without taking any notice of them, which is the point in queſtion ? 


| Beſides, Mr. Locke ought to haye known that innate ideas are not recalled 


with reminiſzence, becauſe thoſe idea come originally into the mind in 2 
way that neither excites nor requiree our attention; for whatever Mr. Locke 


may fay, every one may be ſenſible from his own experience, that many 


even of his acquired ideas could not haye come into his mind indępendentiy of 
the preſence of certain objects of which he had never taken any notice z or, in 
general, independently of certain unknown cauſes, which « enriched kim, with - 
out his being ſenſible of it, with ideas that he did not believe himſelf poſſeſſed 
of, till they actually preſented themſelves to his underſtanding. | | 
As to the main queſtion, Mr. Locke ſeems to me perpetually to con- 
found two things extremely different; the idea itſelf, which is a preeeption 


| of the mind, and a principle of reaſoning; and the expreſſion of that idea 


Hh the form of a propoſition or definition, It is poſfible, nay, very probable, 
that — OY have never formed, * of the 2 &« It is 


* impoſſible 


34 


left inpaſibleg gu"une hs ne foi n 


Voyez Liv. 1. ch. i i. $ 12. Mais ſuit- il dels, - qu? ils de 

connoiſſent pas la verits qu'il exprime, et qu'ils nen ant, 

| pas Hide ?->Nyllement, Tout homme qui aſſure, qui 
nie, tout homme qui parle, un enfant quand 11 demande, | 


quand il refuſe, quand il ſe plaint, &c, ne ſyppoſe ral. 
pas, que des qu une choſe eſt, il eft impoſſible quien, 
meme tems elle ne ſoit pas? Ne trouvez-yous pas, Mon- 


| fieur, qu'on pourroit ſoutenir. la realits des idges innßes, 


precilement. ſyr ce que M. Locke allegue contre elles, 


que beaucoup de gens n'ont jamais penſe aux propoſiti- 


ons Evidentes dont il parle; car, puiſque fans y avoir 
penſe, ils sen ſervent, ils batiſſent 1a-deſſus, ils jugent de 


la vérité, on de Vabſurdite d'un diſcours par. ſes rapports 
avec ces principes 1a, c. Dod leur vient cette familia 
| mu avec des principes qu in n e ap Pergus dif- 


ou f deer veut, un fonciment naturel? - Ot, Of TT a 
i $17 et18, M. Locke nie que le conſentement que. 
Ton donne à certaines e des qu on les entend 
BI we among | Pronongety 


/ 


. # # 


#* impoſible for the fame thing to he and'not to be at the fame time." 85 


Locke, b. I. 8. 1.13. But does it follow from this, that they are ignorant | 


of the truth expreſſed by theſe wards ? By no means. Every man who affirms, 
denies, or ſpeaks; a child who aſks, refuſes, or complains, muſt know the | 


truth of this propoſition. Does it not appear to you, Sir, that the doctrine of 
innate ideas may be defended on the ſame principle by which Mr. Locke attacks 
it 5 namely, that many perſons haye neyer thought of the propoſitions or deſctip- : 


tions by which they are expreſſed ? For if without ever having thought of thols” 
propoſitions, they make uſe of them in their reaſonings, and employ them in” 


could they be ſo familiar with principles which they never diſtin ct iy tho weh 
of, unleſs they had à natural knowledge or innate perception of them? Y 


are 


* 


Judging of the juſtneſs or abſyrdity of every diſcourſe which they hear,” how | 


In paragraphs 17 and 18, Mr. Locke denies that our conſenting to ny : 
propolitiqns at firſt hearing them, is a proof that the ideas expreſſed by them 
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1 1 a”; et il e foride, Tur ce qu'il y a bien PTR propo- 
ſillbiss dle Po regoit "2infi d'abord, qui certainemient ne 
ſont” point innkes; et il en donne divers exemples, viz. 


au Emu font quatre; & c. Mais ne vous paroſtra-til 
pas dun confond i igi ; de fitiples' definitions de mots avec 
des Frites ' &videntes par elles-mémes ? Au moins, eſt il 
certain que" tous ces exemples, ſont de ſimples definitions . 
des mots, dur et deus font quatre. Lidee qu ne, 2 

par deus * deuæ, eſt la meme que celle qu on exprime par 
64. d. Or perfonne ne dit que la connoiffance dune 
definition de mots ſoit inn6e, puiſqu'elle ſuppoſe celle du 
langage. Mais cette propoſition, le tout oft plus grand . 
ciacune de ces parties, n'eſt point dans ce cas; et il eſt ere 
tain que le plus petit enfant ſuppoſe la verité de cette pro- 
pofition toutes les fois que non content d'une moitié de 
pomme, il vuet la pomme toute entiere. 

Prenez la peine, Monſieur, d'examiner le $23; on” 
M. Locke vuet convaincre de fauſlete cette ſuppoſition, 
9 y a des 1 nnn innts, que ceux quien 

NN EM AR Sn 3 
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are 3onate 3 . — thus aſſented to, evidently expreſs Kin | 
that had been acquired; viz. 1200 and tzoo make four, &c. But does it not appear 
to you, that he here confounds the definition of words with ſelf-evident truths? 
at leaſt, all the examples which he gives are mere definitions. The idea ex- 
preſſed by tau and #209 is preciſely the ſame with the idea of four. Nobody | 
ſays that our knowledge of the definitions of words is innate, becauſe that 
would imply. language to be ſo. But the knowledge of this truth, that the 
whole is greater than its part, does not imply that ſuppoſition z ſince an infant 
ſhews itſelf acquainted with this principle, when, diſſatisfied with the half * 
an apple, it indicates its deſire to poſſeſs the whole. . 
Take the trouhle, Sir, to examine $23 ; in which Mr. Locke endeavoury 2 

to diſprove the aſſertion, chat there are ſome principles ſo truly innate, that EE 
thoſe who hear them pai words for the firſt time, immediately com- 

prehend 


. 


— —— re ra 


dent pour Is — Ss Py aui en r mprennent 
OS I'6nonch, .v'apprennent rien de nouveau. ? Premiere- 
lune di-, 1 6 clair qu 'i ont appris, Jes termer de 
Tenoncs et ; tion de ces -termes.” Mais Avi ne 
wit due . Locle Fart de la queſtion ? Perſonne &'a_ja- 
mais dit que des termes, qui-ne dont que des ſignes abi. 
5 8 em ines de nos idtes, fuſſent innés. II ajoute, Que les 
C zd6rs renfermées dans de paxeils 4nonces ne naiſſent 
TE & pas. plus avec. nous, que leurs exprefli ns et qu on 
e acquiert ces idées dans Ia ſuite apres en avoir appris les 
8 noms. Mais, 1. N'eſt ce pas donner pour preuve d 
ce qu on affirme, cette affirmation mme ? 11 x'y a point 
d'id6cs innees, car il ny en a que dacquiſes! M. Locke 
riroit bien d'un pareil raiſonnement, sil le trouvoit dans 
ſes adyerſaires. 2. S'il eſt vrai qu on apprend les mots 
avant que da eee du'ils expriment, au moins 8 il 
eſt vrai que cela ſoit toujours ainſi, comme M. Locke 
Ventend, Je voudrois bien ſavoir comment la premiere lan- 
gue a pu Etre formee ? Et mß me comment il eſt poſſible 
qu'on faſſe comprendre à quelqu'un le ſens d'un mot 


nouveau pour lui ? Tout homme qui n'a nulle idée de 
: 2 5 Tn 

| 1 5 8 without tat any thing new, © Firſt of all,” a obſerves 

4 4 it is clear they muſt have leatned the terms of the expreſſion, and the 

1 c wWeaning of thoſe terms.” But here Mr. Locke manifeſtly departs from 

Tn >. the queſtion. . Nobody fays that words, which are merely arbitrary ſigns of 
Tn. oobe ideas, arc innate. He adds, < that the ideas denoted by theſe.expreſſion 

N <c. are no more born With us than the expreſſions themſelves, and that we uc. 

PEST! <7. quire the ideas after firſt learning | the terms by which they are expreſſed,” 

Mis | But, 1. Is not this to take for granted the thing to be proved? There are 10 | 

ik | innate ideas, for all ideas are acquired. Mr. Locke would laugh at his adyer- 
I ſaries, were they to make uſe of ſuch an argument. 4. If words are learned 
| 14 before ideas, at leaſt if that is always the caſe, as Mr. Locke underſtands it to 
| it 1 be, J would be glad to know how the firſt language could have been formed, or | 
i 1 & how it could be poſſible to communicate to any one the meaning of a, word alto- 
11 gether new to him ? A 1 who bad no idea of order, for example, would | 
1 f be 
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rde a Per eenpls Got aufff peu etre capable 
dre ce mot ordve, qu m aveugle ne cetat de conlour. 

Aa & 2 M. Locke nie les id6es ranges, Nees 
ne parofffent ni dans les enfans, m dans les imbòcilles, od 


EA; devrojent- paroſtre le plus. Mais, Th Ceur qu? ads $ 
Fe ge idées innses, ne les croyent pas plus naturelles | 


Tame, que ſes facult6s ; puis done que Petat et la cons 


Nutten du corps nut 2 celles-ct dans les imbecilies, elle 


ſera aufſi cauſe qu on ne leur remarque point les autres. 2. 
Le fait meme weſt pas entierement vrai; les enfans et les 
imbecilles ont lde de leur e e de leur nn 
lte, de leur identits; &. ; 

Dins le rene de ce 5, N. Locke fe" eures depend 
ce ceux qui eroyent que les Enoneds des maximes ab- 


firaites font inntes: mais les plus determinds ſeholaſtiques 
n' ont jamais rien dit de mpg rag et FE "CASTE 


qu'll s eſt faite far meme. | 
Je ne ſais, Monſieur, comment al eſt ar cis lieu 


ce trois ou quatre courtes reflexions que j aurois du vous 


donner 


. * 


be no ne of „ ward order, than a man ele 
could underſtand the word colour. - . 

In paragraph 27, Mr. Locke denies. innate 1 ie are: not 
found in children and idiots, in whom we ought moſt to expect meeting with . 
them. I anſwer; 1. Thoſe who: admit innate ideas, do not believe: them 
more natural to the mind chan its faculties 3 and as t he ſtate and conſtitution. . 
of the body diſturbs the faculties of idiot, the fame cauſe may hinder 
_ from ſhowing any figns of innate ideas 2. The fat is not ſtrictiy 

Even idiots and infants Ly the” Who theis enifence, W s 
wks Kc. 1 : T 

In the remainder of that e Mr. faded divers himſelf with "cu 
abſurdity of thoſe who believe the expreſſions of abſtract maxims.to be innate.; 
but the moſt” determined- ſcholaſtic never maintained any ſuch opinion; z and he 
combats a chimera which is the work. of his own fancy. 

I know not how it has happened that, inſtead of a few general reflections 
which 1 intended, 1 have ſent you a Ou and tireſome criticiſm on ſome 


paſſages 
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eee e eee, dans une critique 
longue et ennuyeuſe, de. quelques endroits, d'un ſeul 
chapitre : c'eſt apparemment un. reſte de laſſitude: Ja 


trouvẽ plus de facilits a ſyivre et à chicaner M. Locke qua 


5 | penſer tout ſeul, Prenez patience et perdennez. Fen- 
 trevois bien des choſes à dire far le ſecond _chapitre, *f 

| a s'agit des principes innés de pratique: 3 mais je a ne.vo 

en fatiguerai qu apres en avoir regu. Paveu de yous-mEme. . 


On Ecrit igi, que le Roi de Pruſſe vient de batte bs 


| Autrichiens et de leur tuer 20 mille bommes, en ayant 
perdu 15 mille des ſiens. Voila donc od il alloit en pal 
fant par Leipfic. Si cette nouvelle eſt vraie, la guerre ne 


ſauroit manquer de devenir geneérale, et de Lair qu'e elle 
commenee, elle ſera. terrible: mais je crains bien que f 


NMI. P. n'ait le fort de Charles XII. Qui le ſoutiendra con- 


tre la France, T Autriche, et peut - etre la Ruſſie réunies FR 
Tai Yhonneur d'etre, avec. une win conſider 


214 5 
12149 


peaſſages of a fingle 3 The Sis laffitude, nth,” wlet 
_ edfier for me to follow and diſpute with Mr. Locke, than to think and reaſon 


alone. Have patience, and pardon me. There are many remarks to make on 
the ſecond chapter, where he pena nary ee n But I vill 
not tire you with that ſubje&, unleſs you deſire t. 

Our newſpapers ſay, that the King i dos the tl 
killed twenty thouſand of their men; with the loſs of fifteen thouſand of his 
own. This was the object he had in view when he paſſed through, * 
If the news be true, the war muſt become general; and, according to. 
pearances, it will be terrible. But I much fear leſt his Pruſſian 3 
with the fate of Charles XII. What are his reſources for defence againſt the 
united ſtrength of France and Auſtria, and perhaps of Ruß f. a l en! 

R with the me orb bideratign, yours, &c. 

8 ee e ne, a end Aae, 
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„honig, „% 7ù ù U Wl 12 Octobre 550. 
E ſais charms de PO I EPL et de la penetration qui ſe 
g diſputent le terrein dans la derniere lettre que vous avez 
pris Ta peine de m'&crire : et comme vous, Monſieur, 
je crois que la queſtion touche I ſa decifion 
Vous avez fans doute raiſon de dire que les propoſi- 
tions Evidentes dont il s'agit, ne ſont pas de ſimples idées, 
mais des jügemens. Mais ayez auſſi la complaiſance de 
reconnoitre que M. Locke les allegvant en exemple d'idees 
qui paſſent pour innses et qui ne le font pas ſelon lui, Sil 
y aig de la mepriſe, c'eft Tut qu'il faut relever 1a-defſus, 
et non pas moi, qui ravois autre choſe a faire qu'a refuter 
fa manière de raiſonner contre l'innéité de ces idées, ou 
jugemens la. Dailleurs, Monſieur, vous remarquerez, 
Sil vous plait, que dans cette diſpute il s'agit en effet, de 
ſavoir fi certaines berités Evidentes et communes, et non 
pas ſeulement certaines Idbes Ge oa ſont indes ou 
5 non. 


"Ars ALLAMAND % Mr. G1380n. | 


F + 


s1 R. RY „ e et rej" 
I am delighted a per laſt letter, equally diſtinguiſhed by accuracy and 
penetration; ee en __ 1 believe Ow Le ng: its 

decifion, © + 
You are right in ſaying, that the ſelf-evident propoſitions, which I men- 
tioned, are not merely ideas, but judgments : yet you will have the good- 
neſs to obſerve, that Mr. Locke having given them as examples of ideas 
which paſs for being innate, but which he does not regard as ſuch, the mif- - 
take is chargeable on him, and not on me, who had nothing farther. to do 
than to refute his manner of reaſoning. Beſides, you will be pleaſed to re- 
mak, that the real queſtion is, whether not only certain ideas, but alſo 
k ; certain 
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non. Ceux quis a t. ne nent 
ple d'idees ſimples qui le Wile que celles de Dieu, de 
Yunits, et de Lexiſtence : les autres exe ples ont pris de 
| propoſitions completes, ©« que vous appellez jugemens. 
Mais, dites-vous, y aura t-il done des jugemens inn6s ? 
Le jugement eſt-il autre. choſe qu un ade de nos facults 
intellektuelles dans la comparaiſon des icltes ? Le juge- 
ment ſur les verit6s- Evidentes, 1i'eſt i pax une ſimple vie 
de ces veritss la, un ſimple coup doit que Feſprit jette 
ſur elles? -Jaccorde: tout cela. Et de grace, qu eſt ce 
quiide 2. Weſt ce pas ve, ou coup d' ib, ſi vous voulez? 
Ceux qui definiffent' ider 3 eee 
que les idtes ſont les: eſpec hee ce imprimbes 2 
_ comme image de Tobjet ſenſible tracte dans 
| teil, n'eſt ce pas jargonngr plutdt que definir ? Or cee | 
8 ſaute, qu ont faite tous les metaphyſiciens, et quoique 
M. Locke Vait bien ſentie, ia mieux aimé ſe facher 
contre eux, et tirer | contabiles: irouettes de la place, que 
Vuappliquer 
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certain common and ſelf-evident MTN be innate. The dy np 

produced of innate ideas are thoſe of God, unity, * eee the other 
examples are of innate propoſitions, which you call judgments. | 
You afk, whether it be poſſible that our judgments ſhould ho db judg- 
ment being nothing elſe but the act of our intellectual faculties in comparing 
our ideas, and our judgment concerning ſelf-evident truths being merely the 
perception of thoſe truths by a ſimple glance of the mind ? I grant all that 
but would aſk, what elſe is an idea but a glance of the mind? Thoſe who define 
it otherwiſe, wildly, depart from the original ſenſe of the word; and talk unin- 
telligibly, when they ſay that ideas are ſpecies ; that is, appearances of things | 
impreſſed on the mind, ac the images of corporeal objects are impreſſed on the 

eye. All metaphyſicians- have committed this miſtake ; and Mr. Locke, 
though ſenſible of ĩt, has choſen in his anger to direct his batteries againſt the 

vueathercocks, rather than againſt the building itſelf. Aocording to the mean- 
£1. Sev 256d ho plate, od 20 e se ate th; th 
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1 A Jembler ce galimatias. Que n'a-t-il dit: non : 
ſeulement il n y a point d'idées innbes dans le ſens de ces 
Meſſieurs; mais il n'y a point d'idees du tout dans ce ſens 


| 1a: toute idée oft un adte, une vue, un coup d'ceil de VFeſ- 


prit. Des lors demander s'il y a des idées inn&es, c'eſt de- 
manders'il y a certaines yeritss ſi Evidentes et ſi communes 
que tout eſprit non ſtupide puiſſe naturellement, ſans cul- 
ture et ſans maſtre, ſins diſcuſſion, ſans raiſonnement, les 
reconnoftre d'un coup d'ceil. L'affirmative me paroſt i in- 
conteſtable, et ſelon moi, la queſtion eft vuid&e par la. 

- Maintenant prenez garde, Monſieur, que cette maniere 
dentendre Vaffaire, va au but des partiſans des id6es inn&es 
tout comme la leur; et par la meme, contredit M. Locke 
dans le fien. Car pourquoi voudroit · on qu'il y eũt des idées 
innẽes? C'eſt pour en oppoſer la certitude et evidence au 
doute univerſel des ſceptiques, qui eſt ruine d'un ſeul coup, 
Sil y a des verit6s dont la vue ſoit néceſſaire et naturelle à 
I homme. Or vous ſentez, Monſieur, que je puis leur 

| dire 


ing of theſe metaphyſiclans, there are ſurely no innate ideas, becauſe in their 
ſenſe of the word there are no ideas whatever. An idea is merely an act or per- 
ception of the mind : and the queſtion concerning innate ideas is merely to deter- 
mine, whether certain truths be not ſo common and ſo evident, that every 
mind, not abſolutely ſtupid, muſt recognize them at a ſingle glance, without 
the aſſiſtance of any teacher, and without the intervention of any diſcuſſion or 
reaſoning; and oſten without being ſenſible that this glance is caſt on them? The 
affirmative appears to me incontrovertible; and the queſtion thereby is ſolved. 
You will pleaſe to remark, that this way of explaining the matter is as fa- 
vourable to innate ideas, and therefore as oppoſite to Mr. Locke's doctrine, ag 
the unintelligible hypotheſis above mentioned. For what reaſon do we contend | 
in favour of innate ideas? To oppoſe evidence and certainty to univerſal ſcep- 
ticiſm ; whoſe cauſe is ruined by proving certain truths to be ſp neceſſary and fo 
natural to man, that they are univerſally recognized by a fingle glance. This 
may be proved . to my meaning of the word idea, as well as according 
Vor. IJ. Y | to 
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dire cela das m 4 pape Is choſe, tout auſk bi- 


en que les partiſans ordinaites des ide es inn6es dans la leur. 


Et voila ce qui ſemble incommoder un peu M. Locke, 


qui, ſans ſe declurer pyrrhonien, laiffe apperge voir un peu 


trop de foible pour le pyrrhoniſme, et a beaucoup contri- 


bus à le nourrir dans ce ſitcle. A force de vouloir mar- 
quer les bornes de nos connoiſſances, ce qui Etoit fort n6- 


ceſſaire, il a quelquefois tout mis en bornes. | 


Apres ces remarques generales ſur le fond de la — 


| on, il eſt peu n&ceſfaire de garreter a quelques particulie- 
res, où vaus ne me croyez pas fondé. Cependant vous 
me permettrez de vous faire faire obſerver fur celles que 


vous relevez : 1. Que dans ce 5 g. du ch. 1. il eſt bien 
vrai que M. Locke, mele ces deux choſes, tre actuelle- 


ment dans Teſprit, ant gue Fefprit dem appercoive==et, y 
_ Stre, /ans qu'il gien fott jamais afpergu.—Mais il eft certain 


auſſi, qu's la concluſion de ce 5, il sen tient au premier 
incognito, et donne lieu à ma critique en s exprimant en 
ces termes. Te ſuis la traduction Francoiſe, n'ayant pas 
Yoriginal. * De forte, dit-il, que ſoutenir qu'une choſe 
© ſoit dans bee ee et * qu elle n'eſt pas congue par 
| * P endet, 


bo the ſenſe in which this" welt war Wey _ midget ering 


have been very pleaſing to Mr. Locke, who without profeſſing bimſelf a ſeeptie, 
yet ſhews a leaning to the ſceptical fide 3 and whoſe works have contributed 


| much to the diffuſion of ſcepticiſm in the preſent age. His too eager defire of 


fixing the limits of human knowledge, s 58 bighty a has made 2 
leave nothing but limits. 

After theſe general obſervations on he main Shen, it is not . 
ceſſary to deſcend to the particulars in which you think me miſtaken. Vet 
you will permit ine to anſwer your objections. 1. It js true, that Mr. Locke, 
§ 5. c. 1. joins the two expreflions, © being in the mind, without being ac* 
ec tually perceived by the mind; and © being in the mind, without having ever 
ec been perceived by the mind; but at the conclufion of the paragraph be 
lays himſelf open to my criticiſm, by expreſſing himſelf as follows: % So that to 
« be in the underſtanding. and not to be underſtood, to be in the mind and 

65 fever 
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EDWARD GIBBON Eſquite. WY 


4 Tentendement, qu'elle eſt dans Peſprit, fans que Veſ- 
tt prit Pappergoive, c'eſt autant que fi Von difoſt, qu 
ce une choſe eſt, et n'eſt pas dans Veſprit ou dans Venten- 
* dement.”. - N'eft-il pas clair, Monſieur, que ce grand 
philoſophe, Ecrivant cela, Etoit dans Ferreur, ou la mé- 


priſe de fait que je prends la liberts de lui reprocher ; o- 


eſt que Veſprit'ne- peut avoir aucune connoiſſance qu'il 
ne Vappergoive actuellement ? Je crois bien que ſi on I's- 
voir d'abord releve la-deifus il auroit ſenti fa m6priſe, | 
mais il n'en eſt pas moins vrai, . et qu'il y eſt tombs, et 
qu'il sen fait un principe contre ſes adverfaires. 


2. Vous voulez qu on lui paſſe ſa diſtinction entre les 


idees qui ſont dans Pefpris et celles qui ſont dans la n- 


moire: à moi ne tienne, pourvil que vous preniez le mot 


d'idẽe comme moi; car, en ce ſens, une idée eſt dans 
reſprit, lorſque Veſprit- enviſage actuellement 1a propoſiti- 
on qut et Vobjet de ſon idee, ou de ſor. coup d' il z et el- 
le n'eſt que dans la mémoire, lorſque Peſprit ayant aupa- 
ravant jettE. ce coup d' wil ſur elle, en a plus de facilits à 
la TEiterer et en le 4200 ſent que ce n'eft pas la pre- 

miere 


« never to be perceived, is all one as to ſay, any thing le ad is not in the 


« mind or underſtanding.” It is clear, Sir, that this great philoſopher. 
erred in writing this paſſage 3 maintaining, what L took the liberty to con- 
tradi, that nothing could be in the underſtanding without being perceived 
to be there. I doubt not that he would have corrected this miſtake had it 
been pointed out to him; but he certainly falls-into ity nd employs it 8 
principle of reaſoning againſt his adverſaries. 

2. You think that we ought to admit his diſtinction between 60 ideas in the 
&© mind,” and << ideas in the memory. I admit the diſtinction with all my 
heart, provided you take the word idea in the ſame acceptation as } de. In that 
ſenſe an idea is in the mind, when the mind actually conſiders the propoſition 
which is the object of its idea, that is, of its glance or perception; and an 
idea is in the memory when the mind, having formerly caſt that glance on 
it, finds thereby a greater facility in recalling it, remembering at the ſame 
time chat it formerly was the oecd of its perception. But if yu GOES 
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Tier LETTERS TO AND FROM 
| | fois qu'il abide cette. propoſition: 1a,—Mais fi par id&e,, 


vous entendez ces eſpeces chimériques, ſuppoſées par les 
15 metaphyſiciens, et autant qu'il m'en ſouvient, pas aſſez 
nmnnmnettement congeEdibes par M. Locke; j Jen reviens, $'il vous 
ES + Plait, à ma prétenſion, qu'on ne s entend pas foi pin 
| quand on diſtingue la mEmoixe de Veſprit. | . 
Vn violent mal de tete que j'ai apportẽ de notre i 
- Me claſſe, ne me permet pas d*&tendre davantage cette let- 
tre, et mempeche de la faire moins courte et plus nette. Je 
vous prie, Monſieur, de Vexcuſer telle qu'elle eſt. Peut- 
Etre, pénétrant comme vous 1'tes, ne laiſſerez-vous pas 
d'y entrevoir dequoi prevenir toute difficults ſur les prin- 
cipes inn6s de pratique: M. Locke me paroft plus fort 
ici que ſur les autres, mais il na pas laiffe de s 10 em 
on un peu par- ci par-. i as 
| Je me faiſois une fete de vous voir un moment à Vow, 
et Jai été capot detre diſappoinied; fi j'entends ce mot de 
votre langue, la notre n'en a point qui peut dire fi bien l 
meme choſe. Je nai meme vu M. n. _ dans Iat- 
| ſembl6e.. * iis 
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by ideas theſe chimerical ſpecies, | the mere fictions of metaphyſicians, ind 
as it ſeems to me, not ſufficiently diſproved by Mr. Locke, I return to try 
aſſertion, and maintain that the diſtinction is unintelligible between © _ 
ec in the mind, and © being in the memory,” 

A violent headach, which I brought with me from our venerable 40 hin- 
ders me from continuing this letter, or rendering what I have already written 
ſhorter and more perſpicuous. I intreat you to excuſe its imperfections. Your 
penetration will perhaps diſcern how all difficulties may be ſolved concerning in- 
nate practical principles. Mr. Locke treats this ſubje& better than he does the 
others; but in ſeveral parts he is fomewhat puzzled. 

J rejoiced at the hopes of ſeeing you for a moment e and wes 
ſurpriſed at being di iſappointed: If I rightly underſtand this word of your lan- 
guage, it cannot be well tranflated into ours. I met with Mr. Pavillard only in 
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ent, et celui des Ruſſes au nord. II n'y en a pourtant ri- 


Monſieur, &c, 


| of the French on the weſt of the Rhine, of Auſtria on the eaſt, and of 


EDWARD GIBBON Eſquire, 35 
Si la marche de 120 mille Ruſſes n'eft pas une fable, 
que va devenir S. M. Pruffienne ? Ne croyez-vous pas, 
Monſieur, que nous touchons à de grandes revolutions ? 
Il y a long tems que je {oupgeonne un plan forme, de r6- 
duire le ſyſteme general à trois grands empires; celui des 
Frangois, 3 Toccident du Rhin, celui d' Autriche à ori- 


en dans rApocalypſe. Qu on partage la terre comme on 
voudra, pourvũ qu'il y ſoit toujours permis de croire, que 
ce qui eſt, eſt; et que les contradiQtoires ne peuvent pas 
etre vraies en meme temps. Au refte ces trois expires 
auroient beau ętre grands, méſurés 2 nos toiſes, ils parot- 
troient toujours bien petits, vus ſeulement depuis la lune; 
et à quelle hauteur ne $ 'Elevent pay parc dela des yu ba- 
loſophes. 7 | 
Fai Thonneur bete, ayec bien de la conſi dbration, | | 
| | ALLAMAND, 
M. de Nas m' crit que tout va mieux que jamais 
3 preſent, que Madame D. fa niece eſt bien malade, et 
que voila 200 mille hommes prets a S'Cgorger pour 5 
ſols par jour. Il eſt de mauvaiſe humeur contre ce 
tout eſt bien. 5 
If the march of an hundred and twenty thouſand Ruſſians is not a fable, , 
what mufl become of the King of Pruflia? Does it not appear to you, bo 


that we are threatened with great revolutions? I have long ſuſpected a de- / 
fign of reducing the general ſyſtem of Europe to three great empires; that 


— we — — 2 | a 
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Ruſſia in the north. Vet we read of nothing of this kind in the Revelation. 
But let the world be divided as it may, provided it he lawful for us to believe 
that «© whatever is, is;” and é“ that two contradictory propoſitions cannot 
« both at the ſame time be true. Thoſe three empires will be great only 
when meaſured on this earth; viewed but from the moon, they will be ſmall 
enough; and how far do philoſophical eyes ſoar beyond that luminary |! 
I have the honour to be, with much conſideration, yours, &c. ALLAMAND. 
Mr. de N### writes to me that things go better and better now, 
that his niece Madame D. is extremely ill; and that 200,000 
men are ready to cut one another's throats at the rate of five ſous a day. 
He is provoked at the maxim, “ all for the beſt.” ws: 


| 


197TERS 70 ax mo 6. 


No. w. 
M. L Bro Ebene INGER 7 Mr onto, F Landes- 


Oftober 22+ 1756. | 

EU QUIDEM Theviie 1 non Edipus; dicam tamen 
quid de dubiis e Juſtino propoſitis locis mihi videatur. 

1. Jos rixus, libr. ii. c. 3. His igitur Afia per mille 
guingenios annos veckigalis fuit. Pendendi tributi finem Ninus 
rex Srriorum impoſit. Adeo manifeſtus eſt calculi error, 
ut mirum videri poſſit, hanc lectionem unquam ſuifſe a 
quoquam in textum receptam; ita enim Ninus Seſoftre 
mille quingentis annis inferior eſlet #tate. Orofius, qui 
Juſtinum per compendium ſumma cum fide expreſſit, hac 
in hune modum commemorat. Lib. i. c. 14. Univerſam 
quoque Agyptum (Scythe) popula ſſent, niſi paludibus impe- 
aiti, repulſs fuiſſcnt. Inde continud reverſi, perdomitam 
 infinitis cædibus Aſiam vedigalem fecere: ubi per 15 anno 
fir ne pace immorati, tandem uxorum Fagitatione revocantur, 
denunciantium, 
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Profeſſor BREITINGER to Mr. Gro at Lakes 


| October 22, 1756. 
THOUGH I am Davus, not CEdipus, I will give you my opinion concern · 
ing the difficulties i in Juſtin, which you propoſe for my conſideration, 
1. In the third chapter of his ſecond book he ſays, „ That Akic was tele 
** butary fifteen centuries to the Scythians, and that Ninus put an end to 
e thoſe contributions. The number of years is ſo manifeſtly erroneous, 
t hat it is aſtoniſhing ſuch a reading ſhould ever have been admitted into the 
text; ; for it makes Ninus later than Seſoſtris by a period of fifteen hundred 
years. Orofius, who abridged Juſtin with the greateſt fidelity, ſpeaks to the 
following purpoſe : : The Scythians would have ravaged the whole of 
wy Egypt, had they not been prevented by the marſhes. When they re- 
6c turned from that country, they made a bloody conqueſt of Aſia, and ren- 
20 dered it tributary. Having remained there fifteen reſtleſs years, they at 


6 length 


"EDWARD GIBBON V Eſquire, 0 


A ni redeant, obelem * 4 finitimis quaſuturas. 
Dubium ergo nullum eſt, quia pro MD. ſubſtituendum 
fit XV. Tu inquiris in cauſam erroris ſatis argute. Sed 
non poteſt habere locum illa tua emendatio, per mille in 
permiſſe, ſi quidem notis arithmeticis, quod admodum 
probabile eſt, in antiquis libris numeri fuerunt expreſſi. 
2. JusTIN-. libr. xi. c. 8.  Traque cefis hiaſtibus, cum 
gratulatione in eadem (caſtra) reverierunt. Fruftra mihi ſolli- 
citare videris lectionem receptam: gratis enim a te aſſu- 
mitur quod Cuphites ne quidem aggredi faerint auſi. Alia 
te docebit fidus Faſtin? interpres Oroſius, lib. iii. cap. 19. 
Cumque ad Cligſides ventum eſſet, ibi contra CC millia equituns 
hoſtium pugnam CONSERVERUNT ; et cum tam ætate detri- 
ii, animo ægri, viribus *. difficile v 1C 1SSENT, caſtra 
ob memoriam Plus 5 magnifica condiderunt, Itaque non 


| priuſquam 


be length returned home, at the earneſt intreaty of their wives; who ſaidg 
% that unleſs their huſbands came home to them, they would, for the ſake 
ce of having children, cohabit with their neighbours.” Orofius, lib. i. c. 14, 
There cannot be any doubt, therefore, that 4 fifteen hundred has been 
ſubſtituted for © fifteen,” You inveſtigate very ingeniouſly the cauſe of the 
error; but the emendation which you propoſe, by changing per mille into 
fermiſſa, cannot be well founded, if the number was expreſſed, as is moſt pro- 
bable, by arithmetical marks in the ancient copies. 

2. In Juſtin, lib. xii. c. 8. we read, ** They (the Macedonians) gt; 
te after beating the enemy, with congratulations, or thanieſgivings, into the 
e ſame camp.” In this paſſage you ſeem to me needleſsly to diſturb the 
ancient reading. You aſſume, without proof, that they did not venture to 
attack the Cuphites. Orofius, Juſtin's faithful interpreter, declares the 

direct contrary, de When they came to the country of the Choſides, they 
« fought with two hundred thouſand of the enemy's cavalry ; and, having 
c conquered them with much difficulty, becauſe they themſelves were now 
& worn out with years and fatigue, and ſunk in ſpirit, they formed a camp 
ce more magnificent than uſual, to commemorate their exploit.” Oroſius, 


Eb. j. c. 19. They did * therefore, return into their camp until they had 
combated 
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328 | LETTERS To AND. FRO! 


priufquam manus conſeruiſſent, nonniſi roh 90 devids : 


tos ac cæſos, in caſtra reverterunt. Quid quod ipſe Juſ- 


tinus idem haud obſcure innuit, quum ait: Motus his tam 


| juftis precibur, velut in finem VIGTORIA. caftra fieri juſſit 
quorum molitionibus et hoſtis TERRERETUR. Quod fi vero 


Ratuas, Macedonum exercitum infinitis Cuphitarum cops 
territum a prœlio abſtinuiſſe, atque hoc timore perculſum 


| reditum ma random eſſe cenſuiſſe, næ ego non intelligo 


quo ſenſu 7 us dixerit: Caſtra poſuiſſe velut in finem 
VICTORI F poſuiſſe eadem ſolito magnificentiora ut hoſtis 


II} et cum GRATULATIONE in eo rever- 


7 2. Ubi et hoc contra Sebiſii emendationem notari ve- 
lim, formulam illam loquendi cu GRATULATIONE 
| alterum illud, wap tage Over, cœſis hoſtiis, Jam compre- 


hendere: Adeoque illa tua emendatio omiſſis hytibus et 
ab hiftoriee fide et a Juſtini! ſententia multum abludit. | 
3. JusTIN- lib. XXij. c. 8. Terræ motu portio montis 
abrupta Gallorum flravit exercitum, et confertiſſi mi cunti, 
non fine vulneribus hoſtium, diſſi pati, ruebant. Ne te of- 
fendat durior, que tibi videtur trajectio vocis hofium 
1 qua 


4 


combated and conquered the enemy. | Juſtin himſelf gave us to andert 


| as much, when he ſays, © That Alexander, moved by ſuch juſt prayers, 


<c cauſed, at the end of his victory a camp to be formed, whoſe walls might 


cc inſpire terrer into the enemy. * If the Macedonians, therefore, as you 


imagine, had been frightened at the innumerable forces of the Cuphites, and 
therefore returned haſtily into their camp, 1 do not ſee why Juſtin ſhould 
ſay, at the end of his victory, inſpire terror into the enemy, or that 2. 
returned to their camp with thankſgiyings. ' It may here be remarked, 


' oppoſition to Sebiſius - e endation, that the expreſſion, cum gratulatione, 1 


tranſlated with 


b Eivings,” will include the cafs zei, To ds Liddy a 
0:£w; that is, the ſacrifice of thanks 3 ſo that your alteration of cefis heftiis into 
emiſſis hoftibus, i is equally inconſiſtent with hiſtorical truth and the words of Juſtin. 

3- In Juſtin, lib. xxiv. c. viii. we read, Part of the mountain cartled 
te away by the earthquake overwhelmed the army of the Cauls; ; and its 
7 thick maſſes breaking in ſcattered pieces, fell down with great force, not 
6 without wounding the enemy.“ You need not be offended with the harſh 

Io, A we Ty Na tranſpoſition 


EDWARD GIBBON. Ei 22g 


qua cum conferiiſ mi cunei, conjungendam cenſes, atqus 
intelligis de cuneis hoſtium, ſive Gallorum, militaribus. 
Atque tu, re rite expenſa, cognoſces, nullam hic trajec- 
tionem locum habere, ſed omnia naturali ordine fluere: 
tantum cuneos exponas, non per cohortes hoſtium militares, 
ſed per moles conglobatas a monte ac rupe avulſas, quæ non 
confertim, ſed poſtquam præcipiti curſu in cuneos diſſiluiſ- 
ſent, diſſipate ruebant non fine vulneribus hoſtium, h. e. Gat- 
lorum. Ita perſpecta erit ac manifeſta mid cur illud 
Jigſium cum confertiſſimi cunei nec poſſit, nec debeat con- 
jungi: ne ſcilicet perperam ad cuneos militares traheretur, 
adeoque ad vitandum omnem ſermonis ambiguitatem. | 
4. JUSTIN. lib. xxviii, c, 2. Adverſus Gallos urbem 
eos ſuam tyeri non potui ſſe:  capiamgue. non ferro de efendi ſe, 
ſed auro redemiſſe. Si quidem iſte locus medicam ma- 
num poſtularet aut admitteret, non eſt altera qua uterer li- 
bentiùs quam tua, qua pro captamgue reſtituis capitolium- 
que. Et fruſtra Schefferus hie ſcrupylos movet, quaſi in- 
ey fuerit dicere, eaptam urbem ferro defendi potuiſſe: - 
44 


— 


— „ CT + 


tranſpoſition of the dd helm, which you think a to be joined with 
confertiſſimi cunei 3 as if that laſt word meant, the military cunei, or wedges, 
of the Gauls ; whereas it really means the thick maſſes detached from the 
rock. or mountain, which, breaking into ſmaller fragments, fell down and 
wounded the enemy, that is, the Gauls. There is no tranſpoſition therefore 
in the caſe; the ſentence flows in the moſt natyral order; 5 and the confertiſſimi 
cunei ought not to be joined with heftium, left the ambiguity of the word cunei 
ſhould make it be applied to the military cunei, or wedges of men. 

4. In Juſtin, lib. xxylii, c. 2. we read That the Romans could not ſave 
« their city from che Gauls; and when it was taken, inſtead of defending i it 
« by the ſword, had ranſomed it with money.” If this paſſage required, 
or admitted emendation, there is no correction I would adopt more willingly 
than yours, which, inſtead of captampue ſubſtitutes capitoliumque. Schef- 
ferus objects, without reaſon, that a city eaptam, taken, cannot properly be 
ſzid defendi Jem, & to be defended with the ſword 3 for the Roman hiſtoriang 
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id enim, quamvis ignave, factum fuiſſe memorant bil. 

rici Romani uno quaſi convitio: in illis Oreſſus, Ib. ii. 
c. 19. Patentem Galli urbem penetrant: en captam urbem 
Romam ! Univetſam reliquam juventutem in arce Capiio- 


Eni Montis latitantem OBSLD INE concludunt : ubique infe- 


lices reliquias, fame, peſte, deſperatione, formidine tenent, 
fubigunt,” 8c. Vides urbe jam capta, deſenſioni tamen 
locum ſuperfuifſe ; neque profe@o redimi urbem opus 
fuiffet, niſi jam in hoftium poteſtate, R. e. capta fuiſſet. 
Non videris de eo emendationis tux incommodo cogitaſſe, 
quod capitolium ſolum auro fuiſſe redemptum affirmaret, 


contra hiſtoriæ fidem. 
5. Jus TIN. lib. xxxi. c. 1. Legati Priceums a fe 


| Romano miſſi, ut Antiocho Syriæ regi perſuaderent, ne bello in- 


vadat eas Cœle- Syriæ civitates, quas Agypiii priore bells oc- 
cupdrunt, que proinde Agyptii Juris ſuerunt, hoc uſt ſunt ar- 
gumento, quod he civilates ad regem pupillum pertmerent, fi- 
dei ſuæ traditum. Atque etiam ſupra Justinus, lib. xxx. 
c. 3. memorat: Miltitur et M. "OP in Agyptum, qui 


2 tutorig 


3 


agree that their city, when taken, was defended, though in a cowardly man- 
ner. Oroſius, among others, ſays, lib. xi. c. 19. The Gauls penetrated 
cc into the open city; Rome was now taken; tha reſt of the youth were 
< ſhut up and befieged in the citadel of the Capitoline Mount z where they 
ce were a prey to hunger, peſtilence, terror, and deſpair.” You may per- 
ceive, therefore, that though the city was taken, its defence was. not en- 
girely abandoned; and if it had not been taken, it needed not to have been 
ranſomed. It ſeems not to have occurred to you, that your correction im- 
plies the Capitol only to have been ranſomed, which is not hiſtorically *rue. 

5. In Juftin, lib. xxxi. c. 1. we read, * Ambaſſadors were firſt ſent by the 
© Roman ſenate to perſuade Antiochus, King of Syria, that he ſhould not 
% make war on the cities of Cœle-Syria, wich the Egyptians had occupied 
vc in the former war, and which were therefore ſubje&t to Egypt; uſing with 
« him this argument, that theſe cities belonged to a young prince, their 
© pupil, who had been committed by his father to the protection of the 


Romans. This ſame Author, lid, xxx. c. ili, ſays, “ M. Lepidus was 
s ſeat 
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tutorio nomine 1 gnum pupilli adminiſtret. Altera deinde 
legatio, que ſupervenit, poſtquam Antiochus has civita- 


tes in poteſtatem ſuam jam redegerat, poſtulans, ut illæ 


in integrum reſlituantur, omiſſa pupilli perſona, nunc alio 
prætextu utitur, nimirum quod iſt civitates jure belli fac= 
te ſint populi Romani. Quid Jus belli fit, quatenus ab ip- 


ſo bello, ſive eo quod bello partum eſt, diſtinguitur, de- 


clarabo duobus locis Livii; alters ex Quinti Flaminini 
ad Nabidem oratione, lib. xxxiv. c. 32. Quibus igitur 
amicitia violatur? nempe his duabus rebus maxims : ft ſocios 
meos pro hoſlibus habeas : fi cum hoſtibus te conjungas. Ut- 
rum non @ ie factum ft ? nam el Meſſenen uno atque eodem 


jure federis, quo et Lacedæmon em in amicitiam naſtram oo | 


iam, ſocius ipſe ſaciam nobis urbem vi atque armis cepiſti: et 
cum Philippo hafle naſtro ſocietatem . . . pepigiſli. Altera Flori, 


lib. iii. c. v. Quippe rex non Jam quaſi alienam, ſed quia 


amiſerat, quaſi raptam, Jure belli repetebat. Ut taceam il- 


5 lud 


cc ſent into Egypt to govern that kingdom, with the title of tutor to the 
« young king. A ſecond embaſſy was ſent, after Antiochus had taken 
« poſſeſſion of theſe cities, demanding that they ſhould be reſtored z and 
« without making any mention of the pupil king, merely on this ground, 
that theſe cities belonged to the Romans by the right of war. 12 Juſtin, 
lib. xx. c. 1. What this right of war is, in contradiſtinction both to war 
itſelf, and to conqueſts made by war, appears from the two following paſ- 


ſages, the firſt of which is part of Quintus Flamininus's ſpeech to the tyrant 


Nabis, in Livy, lib. xxxiv. c. 32: By what meaſures is the friendſhip 
«© between Rates yiolated ? Principally by theſe two; when you treat with 
« hoſtility our allies, and when you make alliance with our enemies. Are 
not you guilty of both, ſince you, through our ally, have ſeized, by arms 
&« and violence, Meflene, a city as much our ally as Lacedemon itſelf; and 
« ſince you have entered into an alliance with Philip our enemy ?” The 
other paſſage is in Florus, lib. iii. c 5. The King (Mithridates) did 
1e not conſider Aſia as a country not belonging to him; but as it had been 
6. formerly taken from him by violence, he FIR to recover It by the law 
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| Ind jure belli ad utrumque, potiore tamen ſenfu ad e 


 reflitui in integrum referri poſle ; ſtatim enim wee ab- 
nuenti bellum denunciatum. 


6. JUSTIN. libr. xxxi. c. f. » Ss oats riphe 


Flaminino, 52 ei videatur, Acuti Macedoni am a Philippo, ita 
Grætiam 4 Nabjde liberet. Quid de gloria Flaminini ducis 
belli Macedonici ſtatuendum fit, docet formula S. C. apud 


Livium, lib. xxXxiij. c. 32. S. P. &. R. at L., Quintiui | 


Imp. Philippo rege, Macedonibuſque DE VI T 1s, liberos, im- 
munes ſuis legibus eſſe jubet Corinthios, &c. Et Florus, lib, 


ii. c. xii. Succeſſerat Philippo filius Perfes, qui SEMEL Ti 


PERPETUUM VICTAM eſſe Macedoniam non putabat ex gen- 
tis dignitate. Quæri tur jam an Quintius, qui Macedoni- 
am vicit, ullo ſenſu dici poſſit Macedoniam a Philippo libe- 
ralſe, i, deinde as Macedonia Philipps non fue: 

e 1 : nu 
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n of war.“ 1 wed! not mention that ** the law of war,” in Juſtin, may havg 
a reference to both the circumſtances by which friendſhip between ſtates ig 
violated but principally to the attack made om the dominions of Ptolemy, 


an ally of the Romans, who deſire him to be reinſtated by Antiochus in 


bis poſſeſſions; for the author immediately adds, that When Antiochus refuſed 
to comply, war was denounced againſt him, 

6. In Juſtin, lib. xxxi. c. 1. we read, & The ſenate, 3 wrote to 
cc Flamininus, that if it ſeemed expedient to him, as he had delivered Ma- 
cc cedon from Philip, fo he ſhould deliver Greece from Nahbis.” „4 The glory 
of Flamininus, the general in the Macedonian war, is ſufficiently atteſted 
by the words of the fenate's decree, in Livy, lib. xxxili. c. 32. « The ſe- 


ec nate and Roman people, and L. Quintius the general » having conquered 


«© king Philip and the Macedonians, declare free. and independent republics, 
ce the Corinthians,” &c. Florus, lib. ii. c. 12. fays, © Perſeus fucceeded his 
4c father Philip, and did not think it becoming the dignity of Macedon, that i it 
te ſhould remain in ſubjection, in conſequence of being defeated in one wat.” 

You aſk, whether Quintius, who conquered Macedon, can be ſaid, in any 
ſenſe to have delivered it from Philip, although it appears that Philip was 
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it « advan: et fi Nabidem pari modo vinceret, an non 
hoc ipſo Græciam liberaſſe cenfendus fit ? At vero omnem 
rem explicàſſe videtur ipſe Juftinus, qui, libr. xxx. cap. 


ult. hæc habet: Sed Macedones Romana fortuna vicit : frac- 


tus itaque bello Philippus, pace a Flaminino Cof. petita, no- 

men quidem regium retinuit ; ſed omnibus Gracie urbibus, ve- 
tut REGNTI (MaczDonici) MEMBR1S, extra terminos 
antique poſſe Monis, omiſſis, SOLAM Macedoniam retinuit. 


In literis, ergo, Senatus Rom. ad Coſ. Flamininum per 


Macedoniam ſignificatur, non tantum Macedonia ſtrictè fic 
dicta, et antiquis terminis comprehenſa, quæ ſola Philip- 
po non fuit adempta, ſed in primis ea Græciæ pars (iſtæ 
urbes,) quæ extra iermi nos antique poſſeſſionis veluti regni 
Macedonici membra acceſſerant, quzque ſub. Philipps 
ad Macedonicum regnum pertinebant ; quibus, in ſenatũs 
literis, opponitur Græcia reliqua, a Nabide tentata, quæ 
hactenus imperio Macedonico nunquam fuerat ſubjeQa. 
Hinc Senatiis Rom. ſententia iſthæc fuerit : ſicuti Mace- 
doniam a Philippo, ita religuam Græciam a Nabide libe- 
ret. Vel, * cuti partem neon, qu ad Macedoniam 


2 8 5 pertinebat 
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really not deprived of that kingdom ? and whether, if the Roman general con- 
| quered Nabis, as he had already conquered Philip, he did not thereby free 
Greece? Theſe difficulties are ſolved by Juſtin, lib. xxx. c. 4. The 
« fortune of the Romans conquered the Macedonians ; ſo that Philip, after 
© his defeat, having obtained peace from the conſul Flamininus, preſerved 
© indeed the name of king, but kept poſſeſſion only of Macedon, having 
4 loft all thoſe cities of Greece, which, like ſcattered members of the Ma- 
« cedonian kingdom, lay beyond its ancient boundaries.” In the letters, 
therefore, of the Roman ſenate to the conſul Flamininus, Macedon ſignifies 
not the country ftriftly ſo called, which alone was not taken from Philip, 
but that part of Greece which lay beyond the original limits of Macedon 3 
to which is oppoſed the reſt of Greece, which was then harraſſed by Nabis, 
but which, had never been ſubject to Macedon. Hence the meaning of the 
ſenate appears to have been, that Quintius, as he had delivered Macedonia, 


| that is, the part of Greece belonging to Macedon, from Philip, ſo he ſhould | 


deliver 
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pertinebat a Philippe, ita nunc e univerſam pene onen 
a Nabide libere. | 
i dir?: ity ch oy 
— — um : 
Credite me vobis folium recitare Sibylle! 
= wg November 17, 1756. 
nr ices ae ſtudioſi in ſolicitandis veterum 
auctorum locis cautiores, et in legendis ipſis auctoribus 


diligentiores, atque ita intelligant, quant. diligentiæ ſit 
. hac critica ars, et quam temerè faciant, qui, ut aliquid 


concoquere non poſſunt, aut non ſatis vel analogiæ ref- 
pondens vel dialeQticis præceptiunculis ſuis conveniens 
putant, ita mutare ſuſtinent; que temeritas eſt, cum a 
multis, tum a Cel. Burmanno i imprimis in præfatione au- 


rea Phædro præmiſſa, reprehenſa; cujus ego præfationis 


uti tanquam normam mihi ſemper propoſitam habui, ad 
quam quicquid eſt hujus facultatis dirigerem, ita lection- 


em omnibus his vehementer commendatam eſſe cupio, 


qui in hoc genere elaborare volunt. His, que præfiſcine 
dicta velim, præmiſſis, accedo nunc ad eam diſputation- 
em, quæ circa dubia een Juſtini loca doctè verſatur, 


. Be 
deliver the reſt of Greece from Nabis, who had actually made himſelf maſter 
nearly of the whole of that country. 7 y *** | 

This is not merely a conjecture ſage, 


n . 
| 38 17, 1756. 


Tuber bh apply themſelves to criticiſm 3 to be cautious in conjec- 


tural emendation, and diligent in claſſical ſtudy, that they may perceive 


what vaſt application this critical art requires, and how rafhly thoſe behave, 


who immediately alter a paſſage which they do not at firſt fight. underſtand, 


or which ſeems to them inconſiſtent with their rules of grargmar or logic. 


This raſhneſs is juſtly reprehended by many, and particularly by the illuttri- 


ous Burman, in his valuable preface to Phædrus: which, as 1 have always 
made it the rule by which my own critical labours have been directed, ſol 
would warmly recommend it to all thoſe who purſue the ſame walk of litera- 
ture. Haying made this preparatory obſervation, I proceed to the dif" culties 
in Juſtin, about which ſo much learning has been employed. 


/ 


- x. The | 


tu. 
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2 (eujuſmodi corruptio in numeris admodum procli- 
vis, et propterea etiam frequens ct) que ſciſcit vulnus ſa- 


nari, mutando M. vel CIolO. in XV. non poteſt non 


omnibus cordatis fe probare; quanquam ipſa tam puden- 
di error is ratio in obſcuro lateat: et ut verum fatear, 
curioſa mihi, ne quid gravius dicam, ſemper viſa eſt ea 
cura ac diligentia, quæ in inveſtigando ac definiendo eo 


ponitur, quod mille diverſis modis accidere ac oriri po- 
tuit. Corrupta lectio ita fe habet: his igitur Afis per 


mille quingentos annos weigalis fuit. Convenit inter nos de 
ſincera lectione ita reſtituenda: vis igitur A/ia per quiudecim 
annos vectigalis fuit. Tu vero, pro tuo acumine, in ipfa 
corrupta lectione videris tibi cernere haud obſcu- 

ra quædam priſtine lectionis veſtigia 3 atque illud per 
mille ex permiſſa natum eſſe tibi perſuades; ut vera hujus 
loci lectio hujuſmodi fit: Ais igitur Aſia permiſſa gui udeci m 
annos vedtigalis fuit. Contra hoc lectionis ſupplemen- 
tum, cujus ego neceſſitatem nullam video, monui, co- 
| dices 


1. The emendation of the manifeſtly corrupt paſſage in IIb. ii. c. 3. F 18. 
{a corruption depending on numbers, and therefore as natural as frequent, 
which corrects the error by changing fifteen hundred into fifteen, muſt be 
approved by all judicious critics. The cauſe which introduced the faulty 
reading into the text is uncertain z and the queſtion that has been ſo induſ- 
triouſiy 2gitated concerning it, appeacs to me more curious than uſeful, ſince 
the error might have originated in a thouſand different ſources, The cor- 
rupt reading runs thus: Aſia was tributary to the Scythians fifteen hundred 
« years.“ We agree that it ſhould be correted thus: . Afia was tributary 
«© to the Scythians fifteen years.” But in the corrupt text you think that 
obſcure traces of the genuine reading may be diſcerned, and imagine that 
per mille had crept into the text, inſtead of permiſſa; explaining the paſ- 
ſage as if c Afia had been permitted to be tributary to the Scythians for fif- 
teen years.. I obſerved that this emendatian, for which I fee not any ne- 
celity, is rendered highly improbable,. becauſe in ancient 2 the 


names 
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dices Ates, qui numeros literarum notis Geſtriptos 
preferunt, huic tuz conje&ure nullo modo favere. Et 
quamvis non negaverim dari codices antiquos qui. nume- 
ros integyis vocibus expoſitos efferant ; mihi tamen per- 
ſuaſum eſt, plurimos dari antiquos libros, in primis hiſ- 
toricos, in quibus frequentiores calculi occurrunt, qui 
numeros literarum notis deſcriptos repræſentent: huic ve- 
ro perſuaſioni fidem faciunt et exempla et teſtimonia lucu- 
lentiſſima: unicum e multis afferam Galeni de Antidot. I. Ta 
Je du SIC Due, la ala tas PS Nrebaxaes audliutr, TH res apl. 
Ja guat paſtors dis gel e To jury rtr r, eta, xobem3g xo ce 
| 'O.1058ID pg hegte {1060 Nc t x execs; {£4065 ij as 13. 
Atque oppidò mi ror, quin etiam doleo, hoc criticæ dif- 
ciplinse caput, de notis numeralibus, in antiquis codicibus 
variè dcſcriptas, nondum certis obſervationibus et regulis 
ita eſſe adſtrictum, et in artis formam reda ctum, ut frivo- 
la quorundam in numeris et calculis pro libidine fingen- 
dis ac refingendis intemperies coerceri, certæ contra notz 
characteriſticæ de ztate et fide codicum conſtitui, poſlint. 
| Fac vero huic tuz conjecturæ qua per mille in permiſſa mu- 
0 tandum cenſes, a parte ſcripturz codicum MSS. nihil ob- 
nare; eam tamen prorſus reſpuit, quem ipſe notas Juſtini 
error, qui Seſoſtrem ab Scythis in fugam actum exercitu 
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names of numbers are expreſſed, not by words, but by letters uſed as nu- 
meral marks; and though they are ſometimes expreſſed by words, yet this 
is not frequent, eſpecially in works of hiſtory. This aſſertion is confirmed 
by innumerable teſtimonies; I ſhall be contented with referring to that of 
Galen de Antidot. I.—It is a ſubje& indeed both of ſurpriſe and grief, that 
this part of criticiſm, which conſiſts in aſcertaining exactly the rules of nu- 
meral notation, ſhould not have met with due attention; although thereby 
the raſhneſs of wild conjecture would be greatly reſtrained, and more cer- 
tainty might be attained in determining the age and authenticity of manuſcripts. 
But let it be ſuppoſed that your correction were ſafe on this fide, yet it 
would be deſtroyed by the paſſage which you yourſelf quote from Juſtin; 
ç That Seſoſtris being put to "Ou by the Scythians, left behind him his 

. army 
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cum amni apparatu belli reli cto, perhibet: : quumque Juſti- 
nus ſupra, $ 15. diſerte commemorat Scythas, a perſe- 

ba, rege reverſos, Aſiam PERDOMITAaM vedtigalem 
feciſſe ; qu? mox $ 18. idem Aſiam non perdomitam, ſed 
a Seſoſtre E RM ISSAM narraret ? Non agitur de fide nar- 
rationis, ſed de Juſtini ſententia, five vera five falſa. Ne- 
que fingendum eſt Juſtinum aperte ſibi contrariari. X 
Arrianum fi hic conſulamus, ille ſimpliciter memorat, 


Alexandrum ad Hyphaſin amnem proceſſiſſe, Indos qui trans 
flumen habitarent, ſubacturum :- tum vero Macedonas, quum 
belli finem nullum cernerent, ulterius progredi noluiſſe, tan- 
demque Cano deprecante impetrd 7 ab Alexandro, ut ſe ad re- 
ditum pararet, quoniam omnia illum ab ulieriore profectione 
revocarent. Ibi tum Alexandrum AT 1 aras ingentes lum 
Tur cls ro, conſti tui ſſe. Nihil ine de Cuphitis; ni- 
hil de CC millibus equitum qui terrorum incuterent 
Macedonibus; nihil de caſtris, &c. Curtius, lib. ix. c. 
ps | ĩ» 3. 4-00 a 


« army and baggage.” The hiſtorian having obſerved, in & 15, that the 
Scythians, after returning from the purſuit of the king, rendered 4.fia, which 
they had ſubdued, tributary z how is it poſſible that, in 9 18, he ſhould ſay 
that this happened not in conſequence of their own military ſucceſs, but in 
conſequence of the permiſſion of Seſoſtris ? We are not now inquiring what is 
| hiſtorically true, but what is Juſtin" report; which muſt not be ſuppoſed in- 
conſiſtent with itſelf. 

2. If we here conſult Arian, he tells. A that 6c Alexander pro- 
« ceeded to the river Hyphaſis, with a view to conquer the Indians who 
« lived beyond itz but that the Macedonians, then perceiving there was 
« no end to their labours,- refuſed to advance; and finally prevailed on 
“ Alexander, through the earneſt intreaty' of Conus, to prepare for his 
* return i fince every thing ſeemed adverſe to his farther progreſs, Then 
Alexander erected twelve great altars, as monuments of his conqueſts.” 
Arrian ſays nothing about the Cuphites, the camp, or the two hundred 
thouſand horſemen, who ſo much terrified the Macedonians. Curtius 
lib. ix. c. 2 and 3, relates, 6 that Alexander, when he came to the Hy- 

Vor. I. 1 wo 6 phaſis, 
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's. pari modo memorat, Alexandrum, guum Fluvium th 1 
| Phaſin perueniſſet, cognoviſſe, ulteriorem ripani colere genies 
. Gangaridas e Pharrafics, eorumgque regem, XX millibus 


eguitum, CC * oh ſadentem vias : ad hac guadrigarum 


MM. irahere, et praci puum terrorem elephantos quos MMM, 


numerus expleret. Tum vero Macedonas regem ſegui ulterius 
detraflaſſe ; Canoque' deprecante, rmpetraſſe ut reditum in 
pair im jaraent ſubjungit vero: Terito die Proceſſit, 
erigique XII aras es guadrato Saxo, monumentum expeditio- 
nis fue ; nnenimenta quegue caftrorum juſſit extendi, cubilia- 
gue amplioris forme quam pro corporum habitu relinqui, ut 

| ſheciem omnium augeret, poſteritati jallas mirabulum prepa- 
rant. Gemina fere habet Plutarchus in Alex. Quiſquis 


| hace cum juſtino comparat, facile intelliget, 'Juſtinum 


quamvis eandem hiſtoriam commemoret, nihilominus in 
Præeipuis quibuſdam faQi circumftantiis, et Alexandri 


conſiliis, ab his ſcriptoribus diſcrepare: maxime autem 
in eo, quod duplex caftrorum tam infolita magnificentia 
conſtruendorum conſilium fuiſſe Os alterum quod hen, 


alterum 
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4 phaſis, diſcovered that the farther bank was inhabited by the * 
4 and Pharrafi; that their king, with twenty thoufand horſe and two hun- 
4 Jred thouſand foot, meant to obſtruct his paſſage 3 being furniſhed beſides 
ce with two thouſand chariots and three thouſand elephants 3 which laſt formed 
ce the moſt alarming part of his firength. The Macedonians then refuſed 
to follow the king farther ; and obtained, through Cœnus entreaty, that 
44 preparations ſhould be made for their return home.” He ſubjoins; 
« Alexander came forth on the third day, and ordered twelve altars of 
«« ſquare ſtone to be erected as a monument of his expedition, and the for- 
c tifications of his camp to be enlarged, and beds of a gigantic ze to be 
cc conſtrued, that by diffuſing an air of vaſtneſs on every object around 
4 him, he might excite the credulous wonder of poſterity.” Plutarch, 
in his treatiſe concerning the fortune of Aletander, ſpeaks to the fame 
purpoſe. By comparing thefe authors with Juſtin, the reader will perceive 
that he differs from them all in ſeveral eſſential circumſtances and parti- 
cularly in ſaying that Alexander had two motives for enlarging the fortifi- 


cations of his camp; one of vieh regarded the enemy, and the other had 
s \ a te- 


Tuftis precibus, velut in finem vi clori æ, caſtra ſolito magni- 


reretur, ET POSTERIS , admiratio foi relingueretur. De 
priore conſilio, nim. wt hoſtus terreretur, altum apud re- 
iquos filentium, Ex quo elarum eſſe arbitror, ipſum 
Juſtinum receptam lectionem et omnibus codicibus pro- 
batam tyeri, tuam vero emendationem reſpuere ; quan- 
doquidem enim eaftre ſelito magnificentiora, velut in finem 
victoria fieri Juffit, hoc nonniſi de ultima ac recente ali- 
qua victoria accipi poteſt. Quod ſi enim ad ſuperiores 


agnoſeis) in finem vidtoriarum, perinde atque ſupra & 10. 
habet: Non minus victoriarum numero quam laboribus 1 
ſus. Jam vero altera illa conſilii ratio, quam reliqui oni 
nes flentio premunt, nimirum wt hoſtis terreretur, non 
potuit locum habere, fi, intaQis hoſtibus, caſtra movere 
ac diſcedere fuerat conſtitutum. Unde enim terror Cuphi- 
tis eſſet Wenns, ſi cafira tantum #5 en Tor adobe 

ile 


a relation to poſterity. «© Moved by ſuch juſt prayers, he ordered a camp to 
© be built more magnificent than uſual, as at the end of his victory; that its 


Fe peri Juffit, quorum molitionibus et Hos 1s ter- 
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 alterum quod paſteroe ſpeRtaret. F 16. Motus his tam 


; 


victorias reſpexiſſet Juſtinus, dicendum fuilſet (uti ipſe 


« fortifications might be an object of terror to the enemy, and of admiration 


0 to poſterity.” Juſtin, ibid, H 16. The other hiſtorians are totally ſilent 
as to what regards the enemy; which is fayourable to that reading of Juſtin 
which on the faith of manuſcripts ſtands in the text, and extremely adverſe 
to your emendation. For the end of his victory” muſt refer to ſome ree 
cent victory, and not to his victories in general ; otherwiſe Juſtin, es you 
acknowledge, would have ſaid, „the end of bi; victories,” as in 8 10. 
above, 4e wearied, not leſs by the number of his victories, than by his 
* toils.” As to Alexander's ſecond motive, concerning which all other 
hiſtorians are filent, 44 that his fortifications might be an obje& of terror to 
the enemy; there would not ſurely be any room for it, on the ſuppalition 
that he had determined to moye his camp, and leave the country, withous 
bghting a battle. The Cuphites could not be ſeized with alarm at ſceing 
the monuments of the exploits of a man who had not ventured to engage 
with their army 5 not, on that ſuppaſition, would han be any mention of 

2 2 5 Vickory, 


victoria? quis terror ? qui deinde gratulatio *  Gratu- 


eventum, feu de vagisngiui⸗ qualia Arrianus memorat, 
paſſim ufurpari, nemini qui in lectione veterum tritas 


; tanquam quod 1 inceptum aliquod, immo etiam negleQum, | 
| Involvit, mihi non recte arridere, atque efiain a ſtiſo Juſ- | 

tini alienum videri. Cæterum quæ de Oroſii ætate, ſcops, 
f ide prolixe diſputas, parum ad rem facere videntur. Con- 
ſtat inter omnes Oroſium in pleriſque Juſtinum ita preſſe, 


— 


5 does not pleaſe, nor feem conformable with Juſtin's ſtyle. Your prolit 
diſcuſſion concerning the age, defign, and character of Oroſius has but little 
connection with the preſent fubject. It is univerſally acknowledged; that he 
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fuifſent aſtute et relida 7 Etenim omiſfis hotibus, ge : 


lationis vocem autem de ſolemnibus victimis ob lætum 


aures habet, poteſt elle obſcurum. Ut taceam illud omiſſto, 


ne dicam ſuperſtitioſe, eſſe ſecutum, ut ejus ſere verbis ic 
ſententiis paſſim 1oqui videatur: et infinitis prope in locis 
Juſtini lectionem et ſententiam, quam quidem ii libr, 
quibus Oroſius uſus eſt præferebant, ex Oroſio probabili 
ratione intelligi, confifmari, ac reſtitui poſſe, dudum of. 
tenderunt viri docti. Immo et H. I. qui non videat, Oro- 
ſium Juſtini narrationem ante oculos habuiſſe, eum ego 
nihil omnino cernere prope dixerim: unde enim Oroſius 
Choſidum ſeu Cuphitum nomen omnibus aliis indictum, 
rand: ex e hauſerit ? W vero f ita eſt, quis non 


4 4 | 1 n 


victory; terror, or ſacrifices of thatiks; for that the word gratulatip refers 
to the ſolemn. victims ſacrificed in gratitude for ſucceſs, and frequently men- 
tioned by Arrian, cannot be doubtful to thoſe converſant with ancient writers. 
Beſides, the word omifſis including the idea of ſotnething begun or negleRted; | 


ſo cloſely, or rather ſuperſtitiouſly, fotlow's Juſtin's footiteps; that he fe- 
quently expreſſes himſelf in the ſame words and phraſes; and it has long 
ago been proved by good critics, that Juſtin's text, ſuch as it ſtood in the 
copy uſed by Orofius, may in innumerable places be reſtored by an attention 
to the latter writer. He muſt be blind indeed, who dees not perceive that 
in the paſſage before us Oroſius muſt have copied Juſtin. Whence could be 
 dtherwiſe have derived the name Chofidum, or Cuphitum, which is not men- 
"tioned by any other Hiſtorian? and if that be the caſe, Oroſius muſt hae 


* „ Tac 


N 
* 


hoſtibus,” ſed cafis hoſlibus, in ſuis legiſſ te _ ita 
Juſtinus interpretari? 

4. Verum equidem ef} = 3 ben cingi 
non poſſe ; ſed an ea non poſſit "EFENDI a præfidiis arci 


impoſitis ? hoc quzritur: arce enim ab obſidione liberata, 


et urbs, quamvis jam capta, ab omni periculo defenſa 


liberatur. Et quoties non, qui ingenioſe dicere volunt, | 
ac ludunt in antitheſes, rem ſapra fidem augent, ut tanto | 


major eſſe videatur ? : 

5. Quz de Syriz oppidis Jure Belli faQtis P. R. novit; 
ſime commentus es, nodum omnino ſolverent, niſi para- 
chroniſmo eſſent ſuperſtructa: : foedus enim illud cum 


Antiocho per legatos pacem petente initum, cujus priora | 


verha ex Livio, lib. xxxviii. c. 37. excitas, hanc An- 
tiochi in Egyptum expeditionem, quam Juſtinus, lib» 


XXXi, c. 1. memorat, non præceſſit, ſed demum aliquo 


temporis intervallo ſubſecutum eſt. Vide an non huc 


pertineat, a memoriæ prodita habet Livius, lib. xxxiii· 


36 


/ > N ' — 


found in his 3 not that 1 were omitted, but that « they 


| © were beat;” in which ſenſe Juſtin ought to be interpreted. 


4.1 grant that a town taken by a ſiege cannot be ſaid to be defended by 


its own walls. But may it nct be defended by troops in the citadel ? ? When 


the enemy are obliged to raiſe the ſiege of the citadel, the town may thereby 


be delivered from all danger. The expreſſion, at leaſt, might be uſed by 

an author fond of antitheſis and amplification. 
5. Your ney conjecture concerning the towns of Syria which the Romans 
acquired by the law of war, would ſolve the difficulty, were not that con- 
jecture built on an anachroniſm. For the league entered into with the am- 
baſſadors of Antiochys, who came to crave peace, which you find in Livy, 
lid. xxxviii. c. 37. was not prior, but ſubſequent, to Antiochus's expedition 
into Egypt, mentioned. i in Juſtin, lib. xxxi.c. 1. You may conſider whether 
the following words of Livy do not refer to this ſubject: „ After this, 
Le Qintus and his ten lieutenants received the e of kings, na- 
N 0 . 66 tions, 


EDWARD GIBBON Eſquire, — 3 
intelligit, Oroſium apud Juſtinum non omiſſis aut intadtis ; 
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e. 4. Secundum ia j Jam Duinting, ei decem lgatt, been. ; 


ones regum, civitatumque audi vertr. Primi omnium regis _ 


Antiochi vocati legait ſunt - his eadem, que que fere Rome cram 5 


verba ſine fide by, Jacfata : nihil jam perplext, ut ante, 3 


guum dubiæ res incolumi Philippo erant, ſed aperte 1 
ciatum, ut excederet Afie urbi bus, que aut PAIIIPI . 
' ProLOMA 1 regum fuiſſem, &cc. "Conf et ejuſd. libri, 


cap. 39+ et 40. Hoc eſto nunc Catone contentus. Vale, | 
et rem tuam ex voto . 5 


4 nations, and cities. Thoſe of king Antiochus were first introduted. 
ee They ſaid the ſame chings as formerly, when at Rome, without gaining 
6 belief; and they were now told, not in the ambiguous language which the 
«© Romans had uſed before the defeat of Philip, and While their dyn fore 
cc tune was ſtill duybtful, but in "expreſs terms, that Antiochus muſt evacuate 
6 all the cities of Afi, which had- belonged either to Philip or Ptolemy,” . 
Livy, lib. xxxi. c. 345 with which cep 8 C+ 39 4.49, Be ſatiafied with 
this authority. F arewell and proſper, 
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Qu AM ex longs; Jam tempore ee mu- | 


ſis me totum dare, hiſque ſacris operari inſtitui, 
immo etiam in 1is aequieſcere per reliquum vitæ ſpatium 
conſtitutum habeo ; non injucundum tamen fuit ſubinde 
invitantibus amicis in amœniora hæc literarum yireta ob- 
lectandi ani mi gratia exſpatiari; et quotieſcunque intellexi 
eſſe aliquem qui ad hæc literarum ſtudia excolenda ani- 
mum adjiciat, non deſtiti admovere ſtimulos, ac fungi 
vice cotis, acutum reddere quæ ferrum valeat, exſors ipſa 
ſecandi- Quapropter nihil mihi obtingere potuiſſet aut 
zucundius aut magis exoptandum; quam a te _'avovpw 
primum, nunc etiam aperto marte ac fronte, ad hac lite- 
rarum ftudia, priſtinas meas delicias, deduci : et laudo 


hoc tuum ingenium, tuamque ſagacitatem, quæ non 


ſtimulo, ſed frano potius opus habere videtur; atque 
magnopere velim alium pro me tibi obtigille, cui majus 
ſubactum ingenium, majorque doctrinæ copia eſſet, qui- 


cum hunc callem terere poſes. 
Multus 


Nl ets emo ena 
Mr. BREITINGER fo Mr. GIB BO. 


ALTH#ovGa I had long dedicated myſelf, and had purpoſed to ſpend my 
life, in more ſevere and ſacred ſtudies, yet it is not without pleaſure that, at 
the invitation of my friends, I occafionally deſcend into the pleaſing fields 
of literature; never loſing an opportunity to. ſtimulate the diligence of thoſe 
who delight in ſuch purſuits, and to ſerve as a whetſtone to others, though 
myſelf unfit for carving. Nothing, therefore, could have been more agree» 
able to my wiſh, than to be called back to thoſe ſtudies, formerly my de- 
light, by you; anonymouſly at firit, bur now in open war. I cannot but 
commend your ſagacity and genius, which require rather the rein than the 
ſpur; and I earneſtly with that you were accompanied ia this literary walk by a 
ſcholar of more cultivated caſte, and more copious erudition, than myſelf. 
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| Cuphites, concerning which the other hiftorians of Alexander are filent. 
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Mullus es in defendenda emendatione loci: Jaftin; lib. 
"Iii. c. 8. § 17. ubi tu pro cafis hoftibus, contra -omnium. 
codicum fidem ex ingenio, ſubſtituendum cenſes omiſfs 
 hoftibus ; quani ego emendationem, in ſuperioribus meis, | 
variis induQus rationibus, oppugnaveram. Equidem non | 


elt animus denuo in hanc diſputationem deſcendere, ant 


ſingulatim ea quz ad diluendas meas rationes in medium 
abs te adlata ſunt, ſub incudem revocare. Strictim tan- 
tum ex ponam, cur ego nec receptam leQionem ſollicitan- 
dam, nec propoſitam abs te emendationem admittendam 
eſſe cenſeam. Nemo eſt qui non fateri cogatur receptam 
ac codicum fide et conſenſu probatam lectionem, 1 in ſe 
ſpectatam, bonum et apertum ſenſum fundere, nee a flilo 
Juſtini, nec a Latini ſermonis ratione abludere. Quod 
vero recepta iſthærc leQio, commiſſum cum Cuphitis pre. 
lium memorat, de que apud reliquos ſcriptores qui res | 
- Alexandri memorize prodiderunt, altum quidem filentium | 
eſt ; (quamquam nemo fit illorum qui hoc prælium com- 
miſſum eſſe negaverit ;) an hoc, inquam, nos ad ſollici- 
tandam conitantem codicum lectionem inducere debeat, 
ut pro commi ſſo prælio illud omiſſum eſſe, Juflinum diſere 
cogamus pronuntiare? Ego quidem neceſſitatem nullam 
video. Quod fi hc licentia daretur arti critic, ut fi 
quæ in aliquo ſeriptore facta legimus commemorata, quæ 

| | 8 3 ab 
You employ many arguments in defending your emendation of Juſtin 


| Vb. xii, c. 8. F 17; where inſtead of © the enemy being beat, you ſubſti- 


tute the enemy being omitted.” I formerly gave you my reaſons for re- 
jecting this einendation, and ſhall not repeat them bere, nor enter into 2 
particular diſcuſſion of the anfwers which you make to my objections. Thus 
much only in general I will obſerve, that the reading in the text, which is 
approved of by the conſenting authority of the manuſcripts, muſt be acknow- 


| ledged to contain a very natural meaning, conveyed in good Latin, and in 


Juſtin's ſtyle. This reading, indeed, makes mention of a battle with the 


But ought this filence to make us alter Juſtin's text, eſpecially as none of 


thoſe hiſtorians deny ſuch a battle to have happened? If ſuch Iicence be 


- 2DwanD GN Eſquire. * 


4 aliis ſilentio involvantur, illa, ſtatim e aut 
per contortam emendationem in contrarium'plane ſenſum 
forent convertenda, nihil fere certum aut conſtans in hiſ- 
toricorum ſcriptorum commentariis reperiretur. Quo mi- 
nus autem tuam, vir nobiliſſime, emendationem admit - 
tere poſſim, duz potiſſimum obſtant rationes : altera eſt, 
quod admiſſa tua emendatione, reliquz Juſtini orationi 
ſua non amplius ratio conſtet: ſed integrum illud comma 
foret expungendum : quid enim fibi vellet omiſſis heſtibug 
ia caſtra REYERTERUNT, quæ Cur unquam relinque- 
rent, admiſſa tua emendatione, nulla ratio aut neceſſitas 

ſuit ? Altera vero ratio, quæ iſtam tuam emendationem 

reſpuere videtur, hæc eft, quod phraſis omi iter hoſtes,. 
omiſſis hoſlibus, Juſtino — trita, nuſquam codem 
ſenſu, quo tu adhibes, quantum quidem memini, apud 
Juſtinum occurrit: nuſquam enim MIL1TES dicuntur 
oemiltere hoſles, ſed belli duces penes quos ſummum impe- 
rium eft, non illi quorum eſt imperata facere, et qui hoc 
ipſo loco deprecati ſunt, ne juberentur amplius cum hoſte. 
congredi : accedit quod phraſis illa omiffis hoſtibus aliis in 
locis non FINEM belli ſed MUTATIONEM involvit: in . 
3 | ſpice 
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indulged to eritics, 4 ORR expunge or alter 83 of an hiſ- 
torian, becauſe he is the ſole relater of a particular event, we ſhall leave 
few materials for authentic hiſtory. Two reaſons ſtrongly militate againſt 
your correction: the firſt, that if it be admitted, there will no longer be any 
tonſiſtency in Juſtin's narrative; and the whole clauſe muſt be expunged 
which mentions the return of the Macedonians into their camp; which, if 
they did not mean to fight, it was not neceſſary for them to leave. The 
ſecond reaſon is, that the phraſe omittere hoſtes, though frequently uſed by 
Juſtin, is never, that I know, applied by him in the ſenſe which you give 
to it. The generals entitled to direct military meaſures are ſaid omittere 
toftes ; but never the ſoldiers, whoſe duty it is to obey orders; and who, in 
the paſſage under conſideration, requeſt that they may not be ordered to 
renew the engagement with the enemy. To tais may be added, that where - 
ever this phraſe omiſſis hoſtibus, occurs in Juſtin, it denotes not an end, but 


ealy a <hange of the war. Turn to the paſſage which you formerly referie 1 


180 forums d 6 Ab. xxvii. 2356 
omi ſſo extern boſſe in mutuum exitium BELLUM h. 
Addo ego locum alterum, lib. xxix. c. 2. 56 7. Hipite- N 
modi orati one impulit Philippum ut om Atolis LL 
Romanis inforret, dec. Caterum ſufficit Orofium ſus 
tempore apud Juſtinum legiſſe cefis hoſiibus, quo recep- 4 
ta lectio mirifice confirmatur, perinde ut illa magnopere 
vVucillaret, ſi in ejus etatis Juſtini Ape e 2 5 
fuiſſe lectum conſtat. 3 
De Syriæ civitatibus jure belli bc P. R. yan; ths 
hadtenus in hanc rem diſputata ſunt, addam, non „ | 
Moves denique, vir nobiliflime, ne eadem ſemper chorda 
oberremus, neve amicz difputationi materia defit, novam 
quæſtionem circa I. Jul. Cæſaris conſulatum, quem adiit 
Kal. Jan. A, V. C. DCXCV. anno wtatis XLI., quum 
per annales leges nemini-licyerit, hunc magiſtratum petere 
ante annum ætatis XLIII. At vero hanc Villii, ut czteras 


| e r non fuiſſe * oblervationis, et faſti et 
Wen 5 


to, lib. xxvii. c. 3. $6. © They left off fighting againſt their foreign ene · 
ce my, and made war on each other: to which vou will find a parallel in 
lib. xxix. c. 2. § 7. 4 By this oration he prevailed with Philip to leave 
« off fighting againſt the Etolians, and to make war on the Romans.” But 

it is ſufficient that Oroſius read cf bofibus in the copies of Juſtin which 

he made uſe of. If, by ſaying amiſis koftibus, Oroſius confirmed your e 
jecture, the leading of the text would be doubtful indeed. ; 
I have nothing farther to add to my obſervations: — the cities of | 
Syria which the Romans acquired by the right of war. - 

That we may not harp on the old firing, but have new matter for our 
friendly conteſt, you raiſe a difficulty concerning the firſt conſulſhip of Ju- 
lius Ceſar ; which happened on the firſt of January, in the fix hundred and _ 
ninety-fifth year of Rome, and in the forty-firſt of his age; although by 
the laws aſcertaining the age of candidates, no perſon was · entitled to erave 0 
that honour before his forty- third year. But this law, which was propoſed 
by Villius, appears not, any more than other laws appertaining to the ſame _ 
object, to have been of perpetual authority? as we learn, both from the . 
: | Ns” Roman * 
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Aiftoriarum monumenta docent : apud Liv. lib, viii. c. 4. 
relatum legimus, C. Mario Rutilo et Q. Servilio Ahala 
coll. plebiſcito cautum ne quis eundem magiſtratum intra 
X annos capeſſeret: non tamen videtur aut lex iſta per- 
lata aut poſtea quiequam valuiſſe. Occurrit enim II. poſt 
iſtos coſſ. anno apud Fafforum- conditores ipſumque T. 
Livium, T. Manlius Torquatus, qui IV. ante annos; 
poſtea M. Valerius Corvus, qui VIII.; L. W 7 
Craſſus, qui VI. coſſ. fuerant. Immo unus L. Papirius 
Curſor intra VIII annos quaternos conſulatus geſſit: quod 
fieri, lata hac lege, vel certe ſalva, non poterat. Hue 
etiam pertinent, quæ Dio Caff. lib. xl. F. 56. de alia lege 
annali memorat: Pompeius, inquit, reſtituit legem de Co- 
mitiis, que fubet, ut magiſiratum ali quem ambientes ad 
ipſa omnino Comitia præſto fint, (wes ute ane wpucda) 
urglectam omnino renovavit ; et S. C. Paulo prius factam, ut 

qui in urbe magiſtratus geſſiſſent, externas provincias, ante F 
anni exitum, ne fortirentur, confirmavit, Nec vero puduit 


Pompeium, qui tum tas promulgaverat, ip ipſum Hiſpaniz im- 


Roman hiſtorians and from the conſular Faſti, Livy, 1ib. viii. c. 4, ſays, that 
in the conſulſhip of C. Marius Rutilus and Q. Servilius Ahala, it was pro- 
vided by a law of the people, that no perſon ſhould bear the fame magiſtracy 
twice in the ſpace of ten years. But this law ſeems either not to have been 
confirmed, or not to haye remained in force : for we aftetwar ds find both in 
the Faſti, and in Livy, that T. Manlius Torquatus was a ſecond time conſul 
in the ſpace of four years; M. Valerius Corvus, in eight; and L. Pepirius 
Craffus, in fix : L. Papiriys Curſor, was four times conſul in eight years: 
which things are inconſiſtent” with this law, To this ſubject may be referred 
what Dio Caſſius ſays concerning another law of the ſame kind, in his fortieth, 
book, ſet. 56. Pompey reſtored the law of the Comitia, which prohi- 
** bited any perſon from being elected into any office of magiſtracy in his 
« abſence; a law which had fallen into total diſuſe; and confirmed another 
% which had been a ſhort time before enacted by the ſenate, forbidding any | 
„ man who had been a magiſtrate in the city to command in any foreign 

be province before the expiration of five yeats. Yet Pompey, who had juſt 


pack theſe Jaws, was not aſhamed to accept his command in Spain for fivg 
. yeart 
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an in aliud guinguennium paulo poſt accipere 2 et „ Colirt 
| (eujus amici indigniſſine has leges ferebant) abſent, hape 


* 


Quod vero jam ad Villianam illam annalem legem attipet, 


lum, colligi poteſt, ubi gloriatur quod ex novis homi- 
- mibus primus, et quidem prima petitione, anno fu, 
bot honore fuerit auQtus ; cum qui ante ipſum ex hoc 
ve hominum genere, anno ſuo petierint, ſine repulſa, non 
fit faQi conſules. Ex hoc enim loco quæ Villianæ legis 


ccc years "Sy and to grants wo the ſame- decree, to Cæſar (whole frigndy 
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conſulatus petendi poteſiatem eodem decreto concedere, & c. 


nec eam conſtanter ita fuiſſe obſervatam, ut nunquam 
migraretur, vel ex ipſo Ciceronis loco, Orat. contra Rul- 


vis fuerit, quym patricius aut conſularis ex antiquo ge- 
nere conſulatum peteret intelligi non poteſt. Certe Dolabel- 
Ja, cæſo Cæſare, anno non ſuo, quippe XXV annos natus, 
teſte Apiano conſulatum, .invaſit, qua de re Dio Caſſ. I. xliy. 
& 22T— O0 beds s; rm prolev wpx, xai wndero a 
eG ern xda. Et Suetonius, chap. 18. tantum non 
diſerte memorat Julio contra leges aliquid fuiſſe concel- 
fum : ſed cum edictis jam Comitiis, ratio ejus haberi nom 
Pt nf privatus intro Vet urbem, et ambienti ut legibus 


A 


3 


e impatiently brooked ſuch regulations) the permiſſion of being candidate 
for the conſulſhip in his abſence, &c. That the law propoſed by Villius 
was. not unifarmly obſerved, appears from Cicero s oratjon againſt Rullus; 
where the orator boaſts that he was the firſt man, not graced by ancient no- 
bility, who had obtained the 'conſulſhip in the year that he was entitled ta 
folicit it: but his paſſage does not inform us what was the force of Villius's 
law, when the candidates were patricians of ancient family, or men of con- 
fular dignity. Dolabella certainly, after Cæſar's murder, ſeized the conſulſhip, 
when only twenty-five years old, as we are informed by Appian : on which 
ſubje& Dio Caſhus, lib. xliv. & 22, ſays that Dolabella intruded himſelf 
into the conſulſhip, though | in no wiſe belonging to him; 3 and Suetone infi- 
nuates, that Julius obtained ſomething to which he was not by law entitled. 
4 As the Comitia were alread proclaimed, his demand could not be at- 
2 tended to, unleſs he entered the city as a 7 Perſon; 3 and many op- 
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 fobveretur, multi contradicerent, coactus eft triumphum, ne 
conſulatu excluderetur, dimittere. am! in rem etiam apud 
Dionem Caſſ. libr. xliv. . Antonius in oratione Funebri. 
diſerte hec memorat: - T. ase re v £004.66; adla N 1” 
ſceil. ob expeditionem — n1Qroxods x0. Tay x vn. 
Jun vr EYOT2 dane ru Triumpho omiſſo,. cum 
res urgeret, adtiſque vobis pro eo eaves, quem fibi ad gloriam 
fatis ele ducebat, gratiis, conſulatum accepit. Ita quum 
vix annus deefſet, quo minus conſulatum petere liceret 
Julio, aliquid fuifſe ei conceſſum, ut triumphum dimitte- 
ret, manifeſtum eft : quod fi. etiam ex lege annali conſu- 
latu excludere eum voluiſſent, non intelligo, qua ratione 
ipſi, quod ad triumphi honorem attinet, repulſam dare 
potuillent. - 

Oblatas animadverſiones i in Safeblini fall Muſeo 
Helv. inferendas, quanquam Gallico idiomate conſcrip- 
tas, cupide exciperem; niſi Muſei illius curſus ad tempus 
foret inhibitus ; 5 nec dum conftat utrum, et quando, 


1 e 


te poſing his being indulged with any favour to which he was not legally en- 
4c titled, he choſe to poſtpone his claim to a triumph, left he ſhould be ex- 
cc cluded from the conſulſhip. Sueton. lib. i. c. 88. Nearly to the ſame 
purpoſe Anthony, in Caeſar's funeral oration, in the forty-fourth book of Pio 
Caſſius, ſays, “for this reaſon, (his ſucceſs in Spain,) you granted to him 
« a triumph, and immediately appointed him conſul. In the urgency of 
« his affairs he poſtponed his triumph; and accepting the conſulſhip, 
% thanked you for that honour, which he thought ſufficient for his own glory.“ 
It is therefore plain, that by deferring his claim to a triumph; he obtained 
the conſulſhip, though a year younger than the age required for holding 
that office. Had the Romans intended to enforce againſt” him the Villiaa 
law, there would not have been * reaſon to withold from him the honour 
of a triumph. 

I ſhould willingly admit your a though written in French, on 
Sakhlini's little work, into the Muſeum ny were not that publication 
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ypographo lieuerit aut placuer, ne opus novo bange 


tomo augere. _ | I 


Vale, Vir Nobiliflime, - rem tuam ex animi ſententia 
age, meque ama hominem ad omnia a humanitatis officia 


. 
| Bax IT INGERUK, 
Tone H. . Kal. Mart. 
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Bebel . Pee and it is uncertain when the printer vill be wowed 
or will have inclination,” to publiſh a new volume. 
A Sie, en proſper 3 ud l . man devoted 6 


| 3 narrinets. 


Zun ten, March 1, 1757. e 
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| MONSIEUR, „ 5 Th 
Curz les Romains, ce peuple genẽreux, qui nous a 

laiſſè tant de choſes 2 admirer et 4 imiter, les vieux 
jurisconſultes, que leurs Tongs travaux avoient rendus les 
oracles du harreau, ne ſe croyoient pas inutiles à la ré- 
publique, lorſqu'ils cherchoient à developper, 4 former 
des talens naiſſans, et a ſe donner de dignes ſucceſſeurs. 
Je voudrois la rétablir cette coutume excellente, et la 
tranſporter. mEme. dans les autres ſciences. Quiconque 
connoit tant ſoit peu vos ouvrages $t votre reputation, ne 
vous refuſera pas, je penſe, le titre d'un des premiers 
littérateurs du fiEcle, et je ne crois pas qu une folle pre- 
ſomption m'ëgare, lorſque je m'attribue quelques diſpo- 
ſitions Ar uſſir dans les Belles Lettres. Votre commerce 
pourroĩt m' etre d'une grande utilite. Voila mon ſeul 
titre pour vous le demander. | Dans Veſperance qu'il 
pourra | vous engager A me Vaccorder, Je vais vous de- 
mander 


Sm—_— 
Mr. GIBBON 70 Mr. GESNER. ; 


SIR, 

Auone the Romans, that generous people, who had ſo many inſtitutions 
worthy of being admired and imitated, the moſt re ſpectable old lawyers, 
. hoſe long  labours had rendered them the oraeles of the bar, did not think 
their time uſeleſs to the community · when it was employed in forming the 
talents of youth, and in providing for themſelves worthy ſucceſſors. This 
excellent cuſtom ought to be adopted, and extended to other ſciences. Who- 
ever is acquainted with your reputation and your works, will not deny you 
the title of one of the moſt learned men of the age; and I hope that my 
fooliſh preſumption does not deceive me, when I aſcribe to myſelf ſome, na- 
tural aptitude for ſucceeding in the purſuits of literature. Your correſpond- 
ence would he highly uſeful to me. On this ground only I requeſt it. In 
the hope that it will not be refuſed, I proceed to beg your explanation of 

| | fome 


— * " . 
” — — . —— 
„o — * : 
hs. " g <> 8 — ED TR RI TIES 
7 
; * 


* — _ — 
7 „ * of Sen - 5 
— 80 1 8 * + = — $ 7 
—̃ ͤ Eꝶä—— — oe i os X 1 
2 — *— — — 2 1 3 ä q 5 
NT Ne On CO RE OO OY a. re 
9 1 
* 


8 2 — — 
* Ys 1 
3 7 0 - 7 old * 
7 
ee eee e eee * KN. 


83 | LETTERS 10 AND FROM 
mander des Eclaircifſemens.ſur quelques difficult6s, et . 
deciſions ſur qualques N qui ſe ſont offertes a. 


| fin art poetique? M. Dacier croit que c'&toit ce L. Piſon N 


mon elprit. 
x. Qui &toit, ice 'Piſon le Pere, 'F qui t addreſſe © 


le : pontife quitriompha pour ſes exploits en Thrace, et qui ; 
mourut prefet de la Ville A. U. C. 785. Mais il eſt 0 
Evident que ce ne fut point lui. Horace Ecrivit ſon art | 
poẽtique avant Tan 734, puiſqu' il y parle de Virgile, qui p 
mourut dans cette année, d'une fagon a faire bien com- 1 
prendre qu'il Etoit encore vivant f. Or dans un autre 5 10 
endroit du meme art poetique 4. il 8'addrefſe à Iain des Ia 
fils de ce Piſon comme à un June homme qui avoit Feſprit | as 
deja forme. Is 0 e e read 11 Do n's 
O major juvenum, quamyis et voce paternã 40 1 pa 
* Fingeris ad rectum et per te oo Ve 
Ce qui ne peut gueres convenir qu's un jeune bn as ſyſt 
dix huit à vingt ans. Mais ce L. Piſon ne pouvoit qui 
point avoir dans ce tems là un fils auſſi age. Il mourut en Ml oli 
2785, age de quatre vingt ans $. Il naquit done en 703, au 
„ and your opinion of ome. onde. year 
that have occurred to my mind. X a hes 
Who was that Piſo, the father, to whom Horace addreſſes his Art 4 1 
8 Mr. Dacier ſuppoſes him to have been the kigh-prief who ob- hd 
tained a triumph for his exploits in Thrace, and who died præfect of the city ch 
in the ſeven hundred and eighty-fifth year of Rome. But that could not be I 
the man ; for Horace's Art of Poetry was written before the year ſeven hun- wn & 
dred and thirty-four, ſince it makes mention of Virgil (who died that year) ll .. Jigs 
in terms which ſhew that he was ſtill alive : and in another part of the MP 
poem f, Horace addreſſes the eldeſt of Piſo's ſons, as a young man of culti- : Wy 
vated talents z which implies that he was not leſs than eighteen or twenty a fol. 
years of age. But L. Piſo the high · prieſt, could not ſurely have a ſon ſo old. linac 6 
He himſelf died at the age of fourſcore &, in the ſeven hundred and eighty-fifth jefture, 


* Tacit. An. vi. c. 10. Flor. Hiſt. Rom. L. iv. c. 12, T. Liv. Epit. L. c. | itſelf; 
F Horat. Art. Poet. v. 55. I Ibid. v. 366. S Tacit. ubi ſupra ation, 
Es | yea. Vor. 


et il _n'avoit que trente ans tout au plus, quand cette 
&pitre fut &crite. Je vois afſez clairement, que ce ne 
pouvoit pas Etre 1a le Piſon que nous cherchons ; mais, 


parmi un aſſez grand nombre de perſonnages du fiecle 
d' Auguſte qui portoient ce nom, je voudrois qu on m'a dat 
à trouver celui ſur qui les een, . tomber avec 
quelque vraiſemblance. -. . 
2: Vous ſavez combien les e ſe * Fakes * 
peine, pour rechercher le vrai but -qu'avoit Horace dans 
la troiſieme ode du troiſieme livre. La grandeur des 
idées, et la nobleſſe des expreſſions y font ſentir partout 
la main de maitre ; mais on eſt à la fois fachs et ſurpris 
que la harangue de. Junon paroit ne tenir à rien, et 
n'aboutir à rien; et apres avoir admiré cette ode par 
parties, on ne peut gueres 8'empecher d'en condamner 
enſemble. Taneguy le Fevre Pavoit expliquee ' par. un 
ſyteme que M. Dacier trouve meriter autant d'éloges 
que pode elle meme, et qui en effet me parott des plus 
jolis. Vous ſavez qu'il le fonde ſur la crainte qu'il prete 
au * ple Romain de voir . à Ilium le 3 de 
| rein 


4 


year of Rome. He was born, then, in ſeven hundred and five; and was nat 
above thirty when the Art of Poetry was written. It is clear therefore, that he 
is not the perſon to whom Horace writes; but, among the number of nn. 
who bore that name, I wiſh that you would rn me to diſcover the Piſo to 
whom that poem was moſt probably addreſſed. 

2. You know how much trouble it has coſt the critics to And out Horace's . 
true deſign in the third ode of his third book. This maſterly performance 
is diſtinguiſhed by greatneſs of thought and dignity of expreflion ; but we 
are ſurpriſed and grieved to find, that the end dees not correſpond with the 
beginning ; and that Juno's ſpeech is totally unconnected with what precedes 
or follows it; ſo that after admiring the detached parts af this ode, we are 
forced to condemn it as a whole. Taneguy le Fevre explained it by a con- 
jecture, which Dacier thinks deſerving of as high encomiums as the ode 
itſelf; and which is, doubtleſs, very ingenious. You know that his expla- 
ation, turns on the n. dread of the Romans, leſt the ſeat of their em- 
Vot. I. | 2 A pire 


* 
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Topics; et quiil ſuppoſe qu' Horace compoſa kanne bas 
dans la vue de detourner Auguſte de ce deſſein, en lui 
rappellant aye Sg part que les Dieux avoĩent eue à la deſ- 
truction de cette ville, et combien le mortel qui oſeroit la 
rebitir s ex poſeroit A tout le eourroux de ces memes Dieux. 
Le peuple pouvoit d'autant plus facilement ſuppoſer ce 
deſſein à ce prince, que ſon pere adoptif en avoit été 
ſoupgonné . Mais je doute que ce ſyſtzme puiſſe ſe 
ſoutenir. Et on ne ſauroit jamais prouver ces craintes 
prètendues du peuple Romain, qui ſont memes ſans vrai- 
ſemblance ; Auguſte ſe diſtingua toujours par les ſoins 
particuliers qu'il donna à la ville de Rome, qui devoient 
raſſurer le peuple contre toutes les craintes d'une pareille 
eſpece. On peut en voir le détail dans la vie d'Auguſte 
par Suétone, c. 28, 29, 30. Je n'en marquerai que 
deux: il engagea la plupart des grands a orner la ville, 
par des batimens ſuperbes f, et il batit un Temple à Mar 
le Vengeur, où il ordonna que le ſénat s'aſſembleroit 
toutes les fois qu'il ſeroit queſtion de guerres ou de tr» 
mo . Sont-ce Ia les actions d'un homme qui ſonge 
40 


Nn 


pire ſhould be removed to Troy; and that he fancies the ode to have been an 
written with a view to divert Auguſtus from ſuch'a defign, by ſhewing him thi 


how earneſtly the Gods had co-operated towards the deſtruction of Troy, the 
and how much their reſentment would be provolced by an attempt to rebuild 
that ill-fated city. The. people might the more naturally ſuſpect Auguſtus of 
of ſuch an intention, becauſe it was thought to have been entertained by his 
adoptive father. But this conjecture, I fear, will not bear examination. It 
is impoſſible to prove thoſe pretended fears of the Romans; which are ren- 
dered highly improbable, when we confider that Auguſtus was remarkable 
for his affectionate partiality towards Rome: as may be feen in his life, by 
Suetonius, c. 28, 29, 30. I ſhall mention but two examples of it. He en- 
couraged almoſt all the 'great men of Rome to adorn the city by ſuperb edi- 
fices} ; and himſelf erected a temple to Mars the Avenger, where the ſenate wi 
ordered to aſſemble during its deliberations concerning wars and triumphs . 


* Suet. L. i. c. 79. + Vell. Paterculus, L. i. c. 89. J Suet. L. ii. 6. 29 
NE OE Thek 
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EDWARD o GIBBON Eile. . 


A 1 Kite Une nouvelle capitale? Lexemple de ſon onele 
ne pouvoit conelure; es fur vers Ia fin de fie vie qu'il dat 


concevoir ce projet, dans un tems oft la proſperits Pavoit 


9 


aveuglé et engage dans mille dé marches folles et mal en- 


tendues, qu'Augufte ſe piqua toujours d'6viter avec ſoin. 
La ſage opiniltret# avec laquelle il refuſa toujout la dicta- 
ture, peut ſervir de preuve à ce que je dis“. Voila 
les raiſons qui m'empechent d' acquieſeer au ſame de 
Taneguy le Ferre. Pen ſuis faché, et je ne ſerai tout & 
fait content que lorſque vous m aureg fourni une autre 
explication de cette ode, plus nn. n et dal en 
applanira également les difficultés. 

3. Antiochus, roi de Syrie, avoit pris W villes de 


de leur Eleve, et ordonnent au roi de Syrie de les rendre. 


Il mEpriſe ces ordres, et les retient. Sur quoi on lui 


envoye une ſeconde ambaſſade, laquelle laiſſant de cots 
les pretenfions du jeune prince, lui ordonna de rendre des 


villes, 
Theſe are not the actions of a man who wiſhed to found a new capital. The ex - 
ample of his uncle is not applicable; that project was formed by him towards 
the end of his life, when he was intoxicated by proſperity, and engaged in a 
thouſand wild enterpriſes, which the prudence of Auguſtus carefully avoided, 
The cautious firmneſs with which the latter prince always refuſed the office 
of dictator, confirms my remark*. Such are the reaſons which hinder me 
from acquieſcing in Le Fevre's explanation. I am ſorry for it, and will not 
be eaſy till you ſupply me with another more ſolidly IP and equally 


well fitted to remove all difficulties. 
3. Antiochus, king of Syria, had taken poſſeſſion of ſeveral cities in 


Cale-Syria and Judza, belonging to young Ptolemy, then under the pro- 


tection of the Romans. That people undertake the defence of their pupil, 
and order Antiochus to reſtore his towns. He. deſpiſes their orders, and 
keeps thoſe towns in his poſſeſſion; in conſequence of which, the Romans 
ſend to him a ſecond embaſſy, which, without making any mention of young 
Ptolemy's pretenſions, « claim thoſe towns as belonging to the Romans by 

* Sueton, L. ii, c. 52. Vell. Patercul. L. ii. e. 39. 
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la Cœlé-Syrie et de la Paleſtine au jeune Proldmbe, alors 
ſous la tutelle des Romains. Ceux- ei prennent la d6fenſe 
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ww. LETTERS TO AND FROM: IS 
villes, que le peuple Romain avoit acquiſes par le droit de 


la guerre, civitates jure belli Jactas populi Romani. Ce ſont 
s les termes de Juftin®, qui nous jettent dans une dif- 
cultẽé embaraſſahte. . On ne. congoit pas comment les. 
Romains pouvoient avoir acquis des villes dans la gyrie 


et dans I'Egypte, puiſque, bien loin d'y avoir fait des 
conquetes, ils ne portèrent leurs armes en Aſie que plu-. 
ſieurs années apres cette Epoque. On connoft bien un 
traitẽ qu'ils avoient fait avec les Rois d' Egypte avant ce 
tems}, mais c toit un pur traits d' alliance et d'amitis qui 


ne fut precede ni ſuivi d'aucune , guerre. J'ai cru que 


Vexamen des autres hiſtoriens, qui ont raconté ces memes 
evenemens, pouvoit jetter quelques lumieres. ſur un paſ- 
ſage de Juſtin auſſi obſcur que celui-la. Mais Tite Live, 
qui parle pluſieurs fois | des negociations par leſquelles 
les Romains tachèrent de faire rendre à Ptolemee les villes 
d'Aſie, qu on lui avoit priſes, ne parle nulle part de ce 
droit de la guerre en vertu duquel les Romains les deman- 
doient. Le ſavant M. Breitinger, profeſſeur en langue 


Greeque a Zurich, a qui Jai communiqus cette diffi- 
| 3 cults, 


cc the right of war.” Theſe are Juſtin's words“, which preſent us with a 
very perplexing difficulty ; becauſe we do not perceive how the Romans 
could have acquired thoſe places by the right of war, ſince they were ſo far 
from having made conqueſts in Afia then, that they did - not carry their arms 
into that country till a later zra. A treaty indeed ſubfiſted between them 
and the kings of Egypt f. but it was a treaty merely of friendſhip and alliance, 
neither preceded nor followed by any war. I thought that an examination 
of the other hiftorians, who relate the ſame tranſactions, might throw light 
on this obſcure paſſage of Juſtin. But Livy, who mentions ſeveral times I the 
negociations by which the Romans endeavoured to recover for Ptolemy the 
places taken from him by Antiochus, is altogether filent with regard to this 


“ right of war, in virtue of which they were demanded. I acquainted the 


learned Mr. Breitinger, profeſſor of Greek at Zurich, with my, difficulty on 


* Juſtin. L. xxx. c. I. 
+ Tit. Liv. Epitom. L. iv. Eutrop. L. ii. Valer. Maxim. L. iv. c. 3. 


> Tit, Liv. L. n c, 34, 39, 40. 
| this 


| EDWARD GIBBON Efquire. 357 
1 n avoir tents en vain de la réſoudre, a &t6& ob- 
ligé enfin de la laiſſer ſans explication.— Mais, 


us Nil deſperandum, Teuero duce; et auſpice Teucro,” 


4. Un different que Scaliger et Iſaac Voſſius ont eu 
: enſemble; ſur la yeritable Epoque de la mort du potte 
Catulle, a fait beaucoup de bruit dans la rẽpublique des 
lettres. Je n'ai point eu en main les pieces du proces, 
ſavoir les Editions de Catulle de ces deux hommes cele- | 
bres ; mais Bayle® nous a donné un extrait fort detaills 
de leur diſpute, y ajovitant ſes propres x&flexiong. Je 
ſuis fache de ne pouvoir pas Remonter aux ſources ; mais 
dans la néceſſité de me ſervir de rapporteur, je n en con- 
nois point de meilleur que Bayle. 

Quoique deux habiles littérateurs ſe ſoient exerecs fur 
cette queſtion, je ſuis bien loin de la regarder comme par- 
faitement 6claircie. Voſſius me paroft avoir trop avance 
la mort du Ppotte,. Scaliger Va certainement trop-reculee. 
Catulle ne mourut pas bien ſdrement A. U. C. 696; mais 
il ne * rs non plus juſqu' aux jeux ſeculaires d Au- 

guſte, 


this ſubject; which, after attempting in vain to reſolves be Was ; obliged to 
leave unexplained. But, | 
C Nil deſperandum, Teucro duce ; et wſpice Teucro.” 9 * . 
| "by A difference of opinion between Scaliger and Iſaac Voſſius, concerning 
the time of Catullus* death, made great noiſe in the republic of letters. 1 
have not at hand the original arguments of thoſe learned men, which are 
contained in their reſpective editions of Catullus; but Bayle * has given us a 
particular account of their diſpute, with his own reflections on the ſubject. 
Iam forry that I cannot draw from the fountain head ; but Bayle's ener 
as a compiler will not be diſputed. + $ 
Notwithſtanding the labours of theſe great ichotars, 1. am far from think- 
ing the queſtion decided. Voſſius ſeems to me to place Catullus' death too 
early, and Scaliger certainly fixes it at too late an ara. © That poet ſurely did 
nat die in the year of the city fix hundred and ninęty-ſix; but neither dil 


* Bayle Dictionnaire 1 art. Catulle. FA 


. U. C. a; He ce que nous avens avance, 
et cherchons repoque en queſtion, qui doit 10 wrowner en- 5 
tre ces deux années. 
Catulle parle de 1a Grande Bretagne et de "R habitans®, 
or C&far fut le premier qui fit connoſtre cette iſle aux Ro- 
mains , et Cefar y fit ſa premiere expédition en 6981. 
| Auffi bien Catulle parle t · il du ſecond confulat de Pompée, 

Te tombe ſur la meme anne $., II vivoit meme encore 

en 706, puiſquiil parle auf du conſulat de Vatinjus |. - 
Je ne veux pas me fervir des argumens de Scaliger pour 
prouver qu il fut ſpeQateur des triomphes de Ceſar, par- 
ceque je ne les crois pas de bon alloi. Je me difpenſerai 
d'examiner en détail fi les paroles paterna prima lancinata 
funt bona, &cc. conviennent mieux aux premieres viRoires 
de C6far qu'aux dernieres, parceque je crois qu'il ny eſt 
queſtion ni des unes ni des autres. Il nya qu'3 lire cette 
Epigramme avec quelque attention pour voir que Catulle 
s'addreſſe toujours à Céſar dans la ſeconde perſonne : 

4 Cinœde Romule, hæc videbis et feres? 
e Es impudicus, et vorax, et helluo.” Pen- 


he live to ſee the ſecular games of Auguſtus celebrated in ſeven hundred and 
thirty-ſix. Let us prove theſe. aſſertions and endeavour to find opt the 
true ra in queſtion, which muſt have been at an intermediate time between 
the years juſt mentioned. 
- Catullus (peaks of Great Prizain ritain 3 inhabitants ®, with which Czar fr 
made the Romans acquaintedF by his expedition thither, in the year of Rame 
ſix hundred and ninety-eight}. Catullus alſo mentions the ſecond. conſulſhip 
of Pompey, which happened on that ſame year $.+ He lived fo late as the 
year ſeven hundred and fix, ſince he ſpeaks of the conſulſhip of Vatinius [| 
I will not make uſe of Scaliger's arguments to prove that the poet witneſſed 
Czſar's triumphs, becauſe I do not believe them well-founded. I will not 
particularly examine whether the words paterna prima lancinata ſunt bona," 
beſt apply to the firſt or laſt victories of Cæſar, becauſe I do not believe 
them to have any reference to the one or the other. We need only to read 


l. Catoll. Carm. xi. We. +"Tacit in Vit. Agricol. C. 13. 
t Czar. Comm. L. iv. Dion. Hiſt. L. xxxix, p. 113. 
Scatull. Carm. exi. Idem, Iii. ¶ Idem, xxvii. ver. 29. 


| - EDWARD GIBBON übe 8 
Pendant que Mamurra y bach tojuours dans E troiſiome 
perſonne, ce qui-ek le cas dans les lignes:, | 

« Parum expatravit ? an parvum 3 
cc Paterna prima lancinata ſunt bona “. 
Il n'y eſt done nullement queſtion des dpetes de 
Cëſar, mais de celles de Mamurra ; et toutes les conſe- 


quences qu'on en peut tirer Par rapport aux triom * 
decelui-la, ſont illegitimes*. +2 9 


* Cependant fi Fon avoit la curioſits de rechercher P4poque qebciſo de la com- 
poſition de cette epigramme, un paſſage de Ciceron nous conduiroit à la fixer 
vers lan 709. Car quoiqu'en diſe Bayle, on ne peut gueres entendre ce paſſage 
que d'une piece ſatyrique faite contre Mamurra; auſſi bien le ſavant Dr. 
Middleton a-t-il embraſſẽ cette 8 II eſt inutile de dire que Catulle 
n'auroit jamais 'ofs compoſer cette Epigramme contre Cefar alors tout 
puiffant. La clemence de Cẽſar envers ſes ennemis étolt aſſes. connue ; la fa= 
con meme, dont les anciens parlent de la moderation dont Cẽſar uſa envers le 
ſatyrique, ſemble ſuppoſer qu il avoit alors la puiſſance en main, puiſqu* au- 
paravant ſa clemence auroit eu peu de merite. Tacite (1) qui en parle, la 
fait confiderer ſur le meme pied que celle de Bibalculus. Or on ne pee pas 
douter qu” Auguſte ne Air foureraln alors. 


5 0 ? oo - 0 
7 J & * 2 
2 - * 
* 


the epigram tarts to perceive that Catullus always adreſſes Cwſar is 
the ſecond perſon, and Mamurra in the third. 

The poet alludes, therefore, not to Cæſar's dimpation, but to that of Ma- 
murra; and all the conſequences deduced from his applying his words to the 


former, are built on a falſe hypotheſis . 


+ Were we curious to aſcertain exactly the date of this epigram, a paſſage 
of Cicero would lead us to fix it at the year 708. For, notwithſtanding 
Bayle's reaſonings, we cannot regard it in any other light than that of a ſatire 
written againſt Mamurra ; an opinion embraced by the learned Dr. Middleton, 
There is no weight in the obſervation, that Catullus would not have ventured to 
write this epigram againſt Cæſar in the plenitude of his power. Cæſar's cle- 
mency towards his enemies is well known; and the terms in which hiſtorians | 
(peak of his lenity ſhewn to this ſatiriſt implies that he was then poſſeſſed 

of power to puniſh him; otherwiſe his moderation would have been of little 
value. Tacitus (1) ſpeaks of this affair as a parallel to that of Bibalculus, 35 
who ſatiriſed Auguſtus when the latter was . inveſted books 3 


dominion. 


Annal. L. iv. c. 
0 * Catullus, 


Dun autre esté, Calle l ne vedcut —_ NN TY 
ſcculaires d'Auguſte, puiſqu'il mourut avant Tibulle. 
Orvide, dans VEl6gie qu'il fit expres ſur la mort de ce der- 
nier, met Catulle parmi les postes, que ſon ami devoit 
h eee à ſa deſcente dans les ehamps Elys6es: 3 8 2 


&& Si tamen a nobis aliquid niſi nomen et umbm 
Wo Reſtat: in Elyſia Valle Tibullus erit; ; . _ 

e Obvius huic venias hedera juvenilia cindus 

ING Tempora, cum Calvo, dofte Catulle tuo®,” 18 


- Mais dans quel tems Tibulle monrat-il ? Une petite 
; epigramme de Domitius Marius nous Vapprend: le meme 
jour, ou du moins 1a meme ann&e, que Virgile : q 


ie Te quoque Virgilio comitem non æqua, Tibalte, 
Mors juvenem Campos milit ad Hyſios f. 


| Or perſonne wignore que Virgile mourut le 22 geren 
7341. Il eſt donc clair que Catulle, deja mort dans ce 
tems 1a, ne vit point les Jeux sculaires qui! ne fe c6lebre- | 
rent qu'en 136. © 
Avangons plus loin, et diſons, que Catulle doit 80 
mort avant 721. Je me fonde ſur le — d'un hif- 
| toriep 


You. - * % i — =—_ 


$7 < By on the other hand, did nor live to ſee the 1 games os 
Þrated by Auguſtus, lince he died before Tibullus. Ovid, in an elegy vrt 
ten on the death of the latter, places Catullus among the ** whom his 
friend will meet with i in the Elyfian fields ?. 
2 But when did Tibullus die? A little epigram x Domitius Marius in- 
forms us, that he died the ſame day, or at leaſt in the ſame year, with Virgil 'F 
Now it is well known that Virgil died the twenty- ſecond of September ſeven 
hundred and thirty-four . Catullus then could not ſee the ſecular games 
which were not celebrated till ſeven hundred and thirty fix. 

We may go farther, and affirm, that Catullus was dead before the year 
{even hundred and twenty-one. This is proved by a contemporary hiſte- 


. L. iii 9. TV. Tibull. cm. L. i. e. 2275 1 Don. in Vit. Vir 


riag, 


0, 


(rien cöntemporain, ami de Cicẽrons et de Catulle lui 


memef ; en un mot de Cornelius Nepos. Il faut le deve- 
topper ce temoignage. Dans la vie d' Atticus, que cet 
Ecrivain nous à laiſſèe, parlant d'un certain L. Julius 
calidius, 3 qui Atticus rendit de grands ſervices, il ajotite 


pour le faire mieux connoitre, quem Hoſt Lucretit Catullique 
moriem, multo elegantiſſimum poetam , noſtram tuli ſſe ætatem 


vere videor poſſe contendere |. Catulle Etoit done mort 


lorſque Nepos &Ecrivit ce paſſage. Mais ne pourroit-on 


pas fixer le tems de ſa compoſition ? tres facilement : de 
vingt deux chapttres qui compoſent cette vie d'Atticus 


dix huit furent publics: de fon vivant. Hactenus Attico 


vivo hac a nobis edita funt 9. Le paſſage, on il eſt parlẽ 
de la mort de Catulle, fe trouve dans le douz ieme chap- 
!tre ; d'on il s enſuit que Catulle mourut avant Atticus. 


Mais celui-ci finit ſa vie ſous le conſulat de Cn, Domitius 


et de C. Soſius ||. Si Fon vouloit pouſſer PexaRtitude 
encore plus loin, et qu'on efit envie de determiner 1 année 
prèciſe de la mort de notre poëte, on ne ſe tromperoit pas 


" beaycou P en * l'année moyenne entre A. UV. C. 
; | m6 et 


4 + * — = 


nan, the friend of Cicero * and of Catullus ; I mean Cornelius Nepos. In 
his life of Atticus, ſpeaking of a certain Julius Calidius, to whom Atticus 
had rendered very important ſervices he diſtinguiſhes him, « ag the moſt 
68 elegant poet of that age, ſince the death of Lucretius and Catullus 83 
The latter, therefore, was dead before Nepos wrote this paſſage; of which 
it is not difficult to fix the date. | Nepos' Life of Atticus conſiſts of twenty- 
two chapters ; the firſt” eighteen of which were, as he tells us, written while 
the ſubject of them ſt 11 lived. The paſſage mentioning the death of Ca- 
tullus is in the twelfth chapter; from whence it follows, that Atticus ſur- 
vived Catullus. But Atticus died during the conſulſhip of Cn. Domitius 


md C. Sofius |]. Did we wiſh to aſcertain ſtill more accurately the preciſe 


year of Catullus' death, we ſhould not be much miſtaken in fixing it at the 


middle term between the years of Rome ſeven hundred and fix, and ſeven. 


#® Sueton. L. i. c. 55. Vol. de Hiſt. Latin L. i. c. 24. f Catull. Carm. i i. 
1 Cornel. Nepos, in Vit. Attici, c. 32. & dem c. 18. || Idem, c. 21. 


| hatred 
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708 el 92 f ee qui nous aden 714. K qui quadre 
fort bien avec tout ce que nous en ſavons d'ailleurs. i 
Le ſeul argument de Scaliger, qui pourroit embarraſſer, 
8 el celui qu'il tire du pobme {cculaire que Catulle doit 
avoir compeſe.. La conjecture de Voſſius qu'on celtbra 
des jeux au commencement du VII fiecle de Rome n'eſt 
pas ſoutenable. Je doute que celle de Bayle vaille mieux. 
Le commencement de ce ſiecle Etoit. marqué par tant de 
dé ſordres, on negligeoit tellement les anciennes céré- 
monies*, qu'il n'y pas, Capparence qu'on ait congu le 
deſſein de celebrer de pareils jeux, ni que le Peuple 87 
attendit. Mais quel beſoin de ſuppoſer que ce poeme 
avoit été compoſe pour les ſ6culaires. N'eſt-il pas bien 
plus naturel de le croire deſtiné pour la ſste de Diane qui 
ſe c616broit tous les ans au mois d'Aofit ; Bentley avoit 
deja fait cette conjecture f. On peut la confirmer par la 
compariſon du poëme ſeculaire d'Horace avec ce morceau 


' hundred and twenty one; which will give us the year ſeven hundred and 
fourtecen 3 which very well agrees with all other ee known con- 
cerning him. 

The only argument adduced by Scaliger, chat can occaſion. any eee 
is, that Catullus compoſed a ſecular poem. Voſſius conjecture, that the 
ſecular games were celebrated at the commencement of the ſeventh century 
| of Rome, is altogether unwarranted : that of Bayle, I fear, refts, not on 
much better authority. The beginning of that century was deformed by 
ſo many diforders, and by ſuch a marked neglect of ancient ceremonies, 
that there is not any probability that ſuch, gamee | ould then have been 
either exhibited or expected. But it is not neceſſary to ſuppoſe that Ca- 
tullus? poem was written for the ſecular games. It might have been in- 
tended merely for Diana's feſtival, which was celebrated yearly in the month 
of Auguſt; as Bentley conjectured 1. This is confirmed by comparing this 
poem with Horace's Carmen Seculare. In the former, both the boys and girls 


# Sueton. L. ii. c. 37. I Bentl. in Præfat. Edit. Horatian. 


- BDWARD GIBBON Equine. Rs 
de Catulle.. Dans celui - ci les gargons et les filles ne font 
qu'un choeur pour s addreſſer en commun a Diane: 5 


ee Diana ſumus in fide | 
< Puellæ et pueri integri*.” - - 


70 0 que 26 Hees les . Faddreſſent a rel 
lon, les filles à Diane: 


"I Supplices audi pueros Abe 
4 Siderum Regina bicornis audi, 
e, $6 Lana puellas f.“ e 


cette diſtinction leur avoit ẽtè meme pe ey par Fo r oracle 
qui leur enjoignit. la celebration de ces jeux 1. 

Je m 'arréte: en voila bien aſſez pour une fois. je 
dois ſentir que vos momens ſont precieux, et II faut au 
moins vous diſpoſer à ne pas trouver mauvaiſe la * 
que j'ai priſe, en nen abuſant pas. e 

Tai Yhonneur d'etre, avec beaucoup de conſideration 
Mäonſieur, &c. 

EpwARD GiaBoN. 
— — 


form but one chorus, which addreſſes elt to Diana“. In Horace, the boys 
addreſs themſelves to Apollo, and the girls to Diana +. This diſtinction had 
been eſtabliſhed by the oracle wh: Fre tha RT of the 
games . 

But I have done. This is 1 for one letter. Vour time is precious 
and I would not offend you by carrying too far the liberty I have taken in 
W to you I have the honour to be, with much conſideration, + 

Yours, &c. 
 EpwaArD GIBSON. 


* Catull. Carm. xxxiv. ver. 1. + Horat. Carm. Secular. ver. 34. 
2 v. Differtat. Cl. Turretin de Ludis Secular. p. 36. 
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ſeripſit. Hic ergo Porphyrio, ut eft ex optimis libris 


2H Ws 1.209448 4. 


| moſt learned Sir, have obtained more credit with you, had they cited the 
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. Grown 4 M. Ginzon. „ 


« (Quzzrron de Piſonibus are” Bass i 
Arte Poetica habuit Horatius. Dacerius et Sang. 


donus forte fidem apud te, Gibbone, Vir Doctiſſime, 
inventuri erant facilius, fi auctorem ſententiz ſuæ laudaſ- 
ſent, fine quo ea levis, et hariolationi ſimilis, videri po- 
teſt, et quæ argumento etiam non nimis valido everti quest. 
Jam vero eſt illa Porpbyrionis antiqui hominis, qui ean 
Forte debet antiquiori, qui, de nominibus Horatianis 


editus, Hunc librum, inquit, gui inſeribitur de Arte Poetica 
ad L.. Pi ſonem, qui poſtea urbis cuſtos fuit, miſit. * Nam a 
ipſe Piſo porta fuit, et ſtudiorum liberalium antiſtes. At ztas 
non convenit! Immo pulchre. Mortuus eſt ille Piſo, 
Tacito teſte, (An. I. vi. c. 10.) octogenarius A. U. 783. 
Geflit prſefinrata urbis annis XX.; n ergo A. U. 
765, 


* 


Mr. Gzenrn to Mr. abe 


r, YOU inquire who were the Piſos; of whom Horace ſpeaks in boch he 
nourable terms in his Art of Poetry. Dacier and Sanadon would probably, 


authority on which their opinion. reſts 3 independently of which, it ſeems 
no better than a gueſs, which a flight argument is ſufficient to overtum. 
This authority is that of Porphyrio, an ancient writer, who treats of the 
names mentioned in Horace, and who here perhaps copies from ſome author 
more ancient than himſelf. In his corrected edition Porphyrio, ſays, * Ho- 
* xace's work, intitled the Art of Poetry, is addreſſed to L. Piſo, who was 
ge afterwards governor of Rome; for Piſo was himſelf a poet, and a patron 
« of literary. purſuits”. But chronology, you ſay, dues not warrant this 
explanation. It does; for Tacitus tells us, in his Annals, (lib. vi. c. 10.) 
that Piſo died U. C. 785, at the age of eighty. He held his office twenty 

| | years; 


* 


= I V 6D. OD. 
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5765. Antequam illud munus ſuſcepirit, debet ſcripta 
eſſe epiſtola de Arte Poetica (quam ego ſuſpicor ſuiſſe 


aliquando ſeeundi libri tertiam) : quia Porphyrio dicit, 
gui poſtea urbis cuſtos fuit. Ponamus natum eſſe Piſoni 
ma jorem filiorum anno ætatis XXX. eumque filium annos 


XVI. habuiſſe, cum ad illum ifta ſeriberet Horatius 


(366): O major juvenum, Stc. Scripta. exit Ars Poetica 
anno ætatis Horatii LII. quod pulchre convenit cum Ben- 
tleianis rationibus, quas ego, cum ante bos fere annos 
Horatium ederem, comperi hactenus certe juſtas eſſe, ut 


diligenter licet attendenti, nihil occurrerit, quod illis 


repugnet. Si putemus in adoleſcentem XVI annorum, 
non convenire laudem, quam illi tribuit Horatius (quod 
mihi quidem contra videtur) prius natum poſſumus V vel 
X adeo annis dicere. At Virgilius vivebat adhuc cum 
Artem Poeticam ſcriberet Horatius, qui mortuus eſt A. U. 
735, cum vir XXX annorum eſſet Piſo, nec filium ha- 
bere poſſet X vel XII ad ſummum annis majorem. Primo 
nec ipſum hoc forte ahſurdum putarint quidam, fuvenem 
hic vocari precocis ingenii et dectrinæ puerum decen- 

| nem. 


years 3 and therefore entered on it U. C. 765; before which period Horace 
muſt have ſent t6 him the Art of Poetry, (which I ſuſpect once ſtood at the 
third epiſtle of the ſecond book,) becauſe Porphyrio ſays, © who was after- 
i wards governor of Rome.” Let us fuppoſe that Piſo's ſon was born 
when the Father was thirty years old; and that the fon was fixteen when 
Horace addreſſed him, d Major juvenum; the Art bf Poetry will then have 
been written in the fifty-ſecond year of Horace's age; which well agrees 
with Bentley's computation 3 a ſubject which I remember to have exa- 
mined and approved when about the ſame time of life I publiſhed my edi- 
tion of Horace. If we think fixteen years too young for the praiſes be- 
ſtowed by the poet, we may add to them five, or even ten years more. 
But to this mode of reckoning it is objected, that Virgil was alive when 
Horace wrote his Art of Poetry; and as the latter died in the year ef 
Rome ſeven hundred and thirty five, Piſo, who was then but thirty years 
old himſelf, could not have a ſon above ten or twelve at the utmoſt. But 
ſome critics do not — of the — of avenis to a boy of ten 
ears, 
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ven. Hi ae tate 6e fuji Baked Grotiom | 
alioſqus novimus: ek liberalias/*cted6," utebantur auliei 
homines fudenis appelliti6ns, po quam nequſter ade 
Ciceroni expetiverat puzruin quo Vociffet Octzvium. 
Sed quod pace tua dixefim, Vir Humaniffime, nihil 
cauſe video tur in vi vis adliue fuiſſe, ſtatuendum fit Vir- 
giliam, ſcribente Artem Horatio. "Neque enim fimpliciter 
eo loco vivi poetæ mortuis opponfitur, ſed antiqui novis: 
non ſola Libitina facrare pockam poteſt; ſed annos jam 
plures mortuus ſit, ſecundum iftas judices, oportet: 7 


: rg ESI 7 

Eſt vetus atque probus, centum qui perficit annos.” 
N Ro 1 ide, Weges epiſtolam libri ſecundi priman. 

> De Horatii aka libri tertii tertia, ſententiam dixi in 
—_ illum obſervationibus; quas tibi viſas non puto, 
quare hic repetam et explicabo. Luſit Auguſtus cœnas 

Deorum nonnunquam. Notum eft ex Suetonio (I. ii. e. 
70s), male audifle aliquando ccenam illius er beer 
| my duodecim illorum Deorum, OO e ſeu 


5 
* 5 f 
a e Wei $4 44 #54 »I 1 is 6 - lei 
h wi | 


4 


years, * of a fawn genius : Grotius and een 4 
and the Roman courtiers would naturally, I think be prodigal in uſing the 
term juvenis, after Cicero gave ſo much offence by applying the. term LM. 
to Auguſtus. | ; 
But I ſee not any convincing 6 chat Viegit was alive 
when the Art of Poetry was written. For, in the paſſage alluded to; Horace 
does not contraſt living poets with thoſe that were dead, but ancient poets 
with the modern; and, according to the critics whom he mentions, not 
death alones but the being dead a certain number of years, 2 
n. ö | 


32 
* 


On Te vetus atque centum qui perficit annos.”* 
See the firſt epiſtle af the ſecond book. 


third ode of the third book, I input gave my ori- 
nion in the obſervations accompanying my edition, which, as you have not 
ſeen them; I ſhall here repeat and explain. Auguſtus ſometimes repreſented 
in ſport the ſuppers of the Gods. We know from Suetone, lib. it. c, 70. 


chat he was blamed for his imitation of =" oper of the twelve gods, which 
- uſed 


* 


'EDWARD GIBBON Eſquire. 367 
| lei ſternebantur in Capitolio (e. g. Liv. xxii. 10.) Quid | 
1 Horatius juſſus vel injuſſus ſcripſit verſus tali dramati 
aptos; Quid fi, cum male audirent id genus ludi, voluit, 
hoc velut ſpecimine propoſito, perſuadere hominibus, eſſe 
illos innocentes, civiles, Romani populi ſtudiis con- 
formes ? Voluit eadem ode blandiri genti Juliæ, quæ ori- 
gines Trojanas ab Enea, et Iulo udum adoptaverat. Adi- 
tum ſibi parat ad eam rem pulcherrimum poeta. Forti- 
tudo cum juſtitia homines ad Deos perducit. Inter hos 
jam eſt noſtra admiratione et prædicatione, Auguſtus, et 

(ut eodem circiter tempore cecinit, Od. iti. c. 5. $ 2.) 
prafens divus habebitur. © Nempe non minus meritorum ac 
juris habet Auguſtus quam habuit olim cum Baccho Ro- 
mulus: qui tamen non ſine difficultate receptus eſt, donec 
gratum elocuta eft Juno Diis conflliantibus. ' Hujus oratio 
<juſdem plane argumenti eſt, cujus. illa Virgiliana, (En. 
1 xii. v. 791. ei ſeg.) Et potuit Horatius illud argumen- 
tum eligere, fi vel evan ſerio debe gere de transferenda 


imperil 


PC ⁰»ůmn eel 


— 


uſed to take place in the capitol, where pallets were ſpread for them; of 
which we ſee an example in Livy, lib. vxii. c. 10. Is it not poſſible that 
Horace, either. with or without the orders of Auguſtus, might think proper 
to urite verſes adapted to ſuch a repreſentation ? | Might he not endeavour to 
remove the blame attached to it, by exhibiting an example in which it was 
not only innocent, but conformable with the inſtitutions and inclinations of 
the Romans? Ac the ſame time his ode would be a- compliment to the 
Julian family, which had long boaſted its deſcent from ZEneas and liilus. For 
entering on this ſubject, the poet ingeniouſly prepares the way, by ſhowiog 
that men had attained divinity through juſtice and fortitude. Auguſtus is 
entitled to our admiration and praiſe ; and, as he ſung in another ode, written 
nearly about the ſame time, freſens divus habebitur, being not leſs worthy 
of divinity than Bacchus and Romulus ; the latter of whom was not without 
difficulty admitted to that honour, 4 till Juno made her moſt pleaſing and ac- 
<f Ceptable ſpeech in the council of the gods. This ſpeech is of the ſame 
purport with that in the ZEneid, lib. xii. v. 791. & ſa. ; and might have 
been pronounced with propriety, without ſappoſing that Auguſtus ever ſeri - 
eully thought of changing the ſeat of his empire. That prince alſo muſt 

: have 


Quod hic longjor eſt, et raburiualiges, quam ab illo ex. 
ordio aliquis exſpectaret; næ ignarus fuerit natura car- 
minis lyrici, quatenus illa exemplis veterum cognoſcitur, 


qui en adeo excyrium, fi enen r . 


. dat. ; 
3. W ſatis nodus eſſe debet, ani non gots e ed, 


tum atque ingenioſum juvenem, ſed veteranum etiam in 
his literis virum, Breitingerum, cujus nomen ſemper cum 


honore uſurpo, potuit tenere. Qui: enim poſtulare potuit 


legatio populi Romani, civitates jure belli ſuas factas reſ- 


e titati in integrum ab Antiocho, quas paulo ante Sena- 


tus Ptolemæi pupilli ſui eſſe dixerat ? Qui potuere Roma: 


ni jure belli aſſerere fibi urbes Aſiz, in quam aliquot 

demum annis poſt primus omnium Romanorum ducum 
« Scipio cum exercitu trajecit b (Epit. Liv. I. xxx vii.) 
Verund folvi tamen * hic nodus, can non adhibi- 


to 


P 
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have been pleaſed with an attempt 3 the ak that he 3 


a deſign, ſaid to have been entertained by Julius Cæſar, but which was fo 
much deteſted by the Romans, and would, if carried into execution, have 


been ſo calamitous to Rome, The ſpeech indeed is longer, and more pa- 


thetic than might be expected from the beginning of the ode; but 4e muſt 
be ignorant of the nature of lyric poetry, as illuſtrated in the writings of the 
ancients, who find fault with the length of this real or apparent digreſſion 

3. The knot muſt be hard indeed, which not only baffles the exertions of 

a learned and ingenious youth, but reſiſts the firength of Breitinger, a ve- 
teran in the literary field, whoſe name I never pronounce but with the higheſt 
reſpect. How could Roman ambaſſadors require that the cities taken by 


Antiochus in Afia ſhould be reſtored, according to the law cf war, to Rome, 
when the ſenate ſhortly before had declared thoſe cities. to belong to its 


pupil Ptolemy ? Or how could the Romans claim thoſe cities by the law of 
war, when Scipio, a few years afterwards, was the firſt Roman general that 
paſſed into Afia with an army? Livy, lib. xxxvii. The knot, however, 


may be untied, without having recourſe to Alexander's m_ provided we 


follow 


Af crederet ipſe ian Pac damn in a bes 2s 2 
antiquum Julii Cæſaris, calamitoſum Romæ ac deteſtabile. : 


to Aae dae we ſeriem illarum rerum apadi ip- 
ſum Juſtinum atque Liyium inſpiciamus. Hic (I. xxxi. 
c. 14. ), Filippo, inquit, ani mos faciebat—f/ceuus icdum - 
cum Antiocho Syriee\ rege, diviſaque jam cum eo Agypti 
opes, cui morte audita \Ptolemai regis, ambo imminebant. 
Juſtinus (lib. xxx. c. 2. ), Legatos Alexandrini' ad Roma- 
nos mi ſere, orantes ut tutelam pupilli ſui ſuſciperent, tue- 
renturque regnum AÆgypti, quod jam Philippum et Anliochum, 
fadta inter: ſe padtione, di viſiſſe dicebani. Nec vero inter 
pacta res ſubſtitit. Autiochus enim, dum occupatus in Ro- 
mano bello eft Philippus, teſte Livio, lib. 33. c. 19.) m 
nibus qua in Cœle- Syria ſunt civitatibus Prolemæi, in ſuam 
ſoteſlatem reductis; fimul per omncm oram Cilicieque et Cariæ 
tentatures erat urbes que in ditione Ptolemai e ſſent: /im ulgue 5 
| Philippum exercitu navibuſque adjuturus. Vineiturque 2 
Quintio Philippus. Ab eodem Quintio jam (Liv. lib. 
xxxiii. c. 34+), aperte pronunciatur legatis Antiochi, jure 
belli et en nimirum, ut em SIE e que aut 
1 d 1 n N 


18 


follow the ſeries of thoſe tranſactions, as related by Juſtin and Livy. The 
latter hiſtorian, lib. xxxi. c. 14, relates, “that Philip's courage was in- 
* creaſed by his league with Antiochus, king of Syria, with whom, as ſoon - 
5 «as he learned Ptolemy” 8 death, he propoſed, according to the tenor 
75 « of that agreement, dividing the ſpoils of Egypt.“ Juſtin, again, lib. xxx. 
| c. 2. tells us, „ that the Alexandrians ſent Ambaſſadors to Rome, . 
) Tas requeſting the ſenate to defend the cauſe of their pupil, thre⸗tened with the 
| « partition of his dominions, in conſequence of a treaty for that purpoſe be- 
« tween Philip and Antiochus.” This treaty indeed ſoon began to be car- 
« ried into effect; for, according to Livy, lib, xxxii, c. 19. ( Antiochus, 
© while his ally was occupied in the war with Rome, conquered all the 
** cities belonging to Ptolemy in cœle-Syria; ; purpoſing next to invade 
the coaſt of Caria and Cilicia, and at the ſame time to aſſiſt Philip with a 
© fleet and army.” Meanwhile Philip is conquered by the Roman conſul 
Qintius 3 who then openly declared to, Antiochus' ambaſſadors, ce that their 
Vat; JL | | | 2B 1 1 „ maſter 


33 vitate, ſed 1 verum tamen e Sora K YE ITY 


is ita humanis laceſſitum iviſſe ſenem frigidum et inertem, 
qui per duos menſes poſſit differe reſponſionem ad epiſto- 
lam ita blandam, ita ſibi honorificam ?- Non conjiciam 
cauſam longi ſi lentii in ſenectutem, quamquam hec quo- 


ſentiam circa ſeptuageſimum, demptis tribus, ætatis an- 


ſubmittere autem ſcriptiunculas quaſdem meas Latinæ Je- 


Ecquid te peenitet, GIBBONE Vir DoQiflime, lite= 


que incipit ſuſflaminare non nunquam conatus meos, ut 


num, non ita me jam, imperare poſe ingenio, ut. annis 
ſuperioribus. Sed cum alias in otium concedere paulla- 
tim detur ſenibus, mihi adhuc pene contra evenit, ut ſub- 
inde novæ mihi curæ imponantur. Adſeriptus ſam ſo-- 
cietatibus aliquot, ut Berolinenſi, et noſtræ ſcientiarum; 
hanc etiam per vices ſemeſtres juſſus dirigere: præſidere 
ſoleo ſingulis hebdomadis ſocietati apud nos Germanicz; 


nenſi. Bibliothecam Academiæ, quinquaginta ad mini- 
mum librorum millibus conſtantem, curare meum eſt; 


— 
44 maſter muſt evacuate (ſupply, .* according to the law of war,) all thoſe 

« cities to which either Philip or Ptolemy had any claims.” Livy, lib. xxxii. 0 
c. 34. Juſtin's narrative, therefore, though obſcured * 3 is yet con· if 
ſiſtent with truth. pe 

Do you not repent, learned Sir, the having written to an indolent old eb 
man, who could delay two months ſending an anſwer to a letter ſo obliging) du 
and ſo honourable to himſelf? I wilb not throw the blame on my advanced pu 


. age, though I begin to feel my former powers of exertion ſomewhat ſlacken ve 


and abate under the weight of fixty-ſeven years, At this time of life moſt 
old men are indulged with a diminution of labour; whereas I, on the con- 
- trary, am continually burdened with an increaſe of operations and cares 
I belong to ſeveral academies, particularly that of Berlin, and this here of 
Gottingen; which laſt I am appointed to direct fix month in the year; | 
alſo prefide weekly in the German ſociety of this place, and frequently cor- 
reſpond with the Latin ſociety of Jena. I am entruſted with the care of 
the public library, conſiſting at leaſt of fifty thouſand volumes; with — 
| | 3 ſpecti 
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tum ſcholas majores per Germanicas Regis. provincias in- _. 
ſpicere, et regere conſilio; tum alimentarios circiter vi- 5 Fl 
ginti juvenes obſervare; et ſcribere quidquid Protectoris 
et Senatus Academici nomine in tabulis publicis proponi- 
tur; et inter hæc ternas, quaternas, plures etiam inter- 
dum, ſingulis diebus prælectiones habere. Et dixi tan- 
tum quæ publicis aliquo modo officiis debentur. Quot ; 
ſalutares juvenes ſunt accipiendi? quot ex condiſcipulis 
vel diſcipulis amici abſentes colendi literis ? nunquam va- 
care poſſum a ſeribendo, commentando talia quæ luci 
deſtinata publicz plus aliquanto curz poſtulant: ut nune 
in manibus eſt Claudianus, hac æſtate, ſi Deus faverit, 
proferendus. Hzc cum ita ſint, fateor, me, cum primum 
percurrenti tuas, vir præſtantiſũme, literas, uegotium etiam 
operoſius videretur, quam tractando deinde expertus ſum, 
illas in otium pinguiuſculum continuarum aliquot horarum 
ſepoſuiſſe. Hoc otiolum heri gs caſu mihi Aran 
collocavi ut vides. * 55 

Supereſt, uti hanc lucubratiunculam bons e 0 
fi illa 1 minus forte, _ mihi i optabile ny e e 
. tux 


ſpection of the colleges in his Majeſty's German dominions ; and with the 
ſuperintendance of about twenty youths, who are educated at the public ex- 
pence. The taſk alſo falls on me of writing whatever is inſerted in the ar- 
chives of the univerſity, in the name of the rector and ſenate : and it is my 
duty to give daily three, four, and ſometimes more prelections. To theſe , 
public offices muſt be added the avocations of private company, and of a 
very extenſive correſpondence. Beſides, I have always ſome work in hand, 
which requireg nicer attention to render it worthy of the public eye. At 
preſent I am employed. about an edition of Claudian; which, God willing! 
ſhall be publiſhed in the coarſe of this ſummer. Thus circumſtanced, x 
confeſs: that I laid aſide your letter, which ſeemed as if it would require more 
pains to anſwer than were afterivards found neceſſary, until I ſhould enjoy a 
tew hours of uninterrupted leiſure. 2 OP occurred only 8895 
day, of which, you ſee, I made uſe. 

It remains that I requeſt you to receive favourably this attempt 3 as if it 
Goes not fully anſwer your expectation, to aſcribe the failure to any other 
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7 tu reſpondeat, hin mihi omnia quam gr 


deret, quod tibi Gallice ſeribenti, Galliee licet bene dos, 
uůỹſu veniſſe video, uti ſcriberes, Un different que Scaliger et 
Tf. Voſſus ont eu enſemble; unde aliquis colligerit te pu- 
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voluntatem defuiſſe exiſtimes. Brevitati ſtu Ig quad 
non opus eſſe putarem ea repetere, quæ ad cauſam con- 
ſtituendam a te bene dicta ſunt. Latina tingua,/ ut ali 
quanto mihi familiariore, uſus ſum, ne mihi forte acci- 


taſſe liticulam habuiſſe inter ſe homines, quorum alter 
novem annis poſt alterius mortem natus eſt. Habes, 
Gibbone, Vir Humaniſſime, nudum eee et een tibi 


1958 | MAT TAL G1. 
Scrib. oor rue, as Pl xn Feb. Anno LVII. | 


4. In 5 de 3 Catulli plane flo ſum, Gib. 
bene Doctiſſime, ne putes pigritia quadam me aſſentiti 
malle tibi, quam tecum diſputare, primo hic reponam 
ipſa verba quæ juvenis poſui in diſputatione de annis 
ludiſque ſecularibus veterum Romanorum Vinariæ A. 
1717; 


* 
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_ cauſe rather than my want of inclination to oblige you. Brevity was my 
aim, becauſe it ſeemed unneceſſary to repeat what you had fo well faid on 
the ſubject. I write in Latin, a language familiar to me, left I ſhould con- 
mit a miſtake ſimilar to that of which von, though well-ſ{killed in French, are 
guilty, when you ſay, Un different que Scaliger & If. Vaſſus ont en "enſemble." 
From the words it might be concluded, that a difference had ſubſiſted be- 
_ tween theſe learned men, of which the one died nine years before the other 
was born, I remain ſincerely, n tor &c. | 918 


MArTRZW can 


Gorrixezx, 13th February 1758. 


4. As to the queſtion concerning the age of Catullus, I am entirely df 

your opinion; and leſt yon. ſhould think that I agree with you, merely be- 

cauſe, through lazineſs, I am unwilling to enter into an argument, I ſhall 
tranſcribe the words of a theſis, which 1 defended in my youth forty Jens 
28% 


"EDWARD GIBBON Eſquire. n 


171 pute adeo ante hos ipſos quadraginta annos a me 
 Aabita,"[p- 43.) Gum in ipſo carmine nihil fit quod non alio 
-guoque feſto in Diane honorem cani potuerit, &c. Deinde 
confirmo tibi me expendiſſe eadem hora, qua iſta ſeribe- 
bam, eruditam diſputationem tuam, contuliſſe ipſas If. 
Voſfi ad Catullum obſervationes (edit. 1684, 4to- p. 81 
et ſeq.); et ea que Joſ. Scaliger a Voſſio hie refutatus 
diſputaverat; inſpexiſſe Ciceronis de Mamurra locum, 
_  adhibuifſe Middletoni obſervationem ; et poſt rem bene 
perceptam et perpenſam, plane nene, N preftantiſ- 


ſime Gibbone, pronuncio. 5 


P. S. Recte mihi reddentur literæ tuæ fi in ſtints | 


_ quoque, ſcribere ad me velis, vel ſolo meo. nomine et. 
_ urbis noſtræ literis inſcripto; vel fic, © A. M. le 
Profeſſeur Geſner, Conſeiller de la Cour de ſa Ma- 
Jjieſté Britannique, a Gottingen.“ Sed ſi vis videre 
titulos meos more Germanico deductos, en tibi ex- 
cerptos ex libro quintum edito Nordhuſæ 1752, 8 vo- 
Teutſch und Franſoſiſch Titularbuch, p. 164: — A 
Monſieur Monſieur 1 . Conſeiller de la Cour 


2 de 


220, (p- 43- Weimar, I717,) concerning the ſecular years and games of 


the Romans. There is nothing in the poem which might not have been _ 


« ſaid, had it been written for any other feſtival in honour of Diana,” ec. 
J affure you, that within this hour I have compared what is ſaid in your 
learned diſſertation, with If. Voſſius' remarks on Catullus, (edit. 1684, 4to. 


p. 81, & ſeq, and thoſe of Joſ. Scaliger, whom he refutes. I alſo exa- 


mined the paſſage of Cicero concerning Mamurra, with Middleton's ob- 
ſervations on it; and haying examined and well weighed the whole matter, I 


| pronounce ſentence, moſt excellent Gibbon, _—y in your favour. 


P. & Your letters will find me without any farther direction than that of 
my name and place of abode, or addreſſed to Mr. Profeſſor Geſner, coun- 
ſellor of the Court of his Britannic Majeſty, Gottingen. But if you 
_ Wiſh to ſee my titles expanded at full length after the German faſhion, 
pere they are, copied from the French and German “ Title- book, 

| | printed 
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d& de fa Majeſté Britannique, Profeſſeur ordinaire 
_ < de l' Univerſitẽ deGottingue, Inſpecteur General des 


LETTERS ro AND FROM 


« Ecoles de ! Electorat de Hanovre, BibliothEcaire de 


„ PUnivedſits; Directeur du Séminaire Philologique, 


* Preſident de la Société Royale de 1'Eloquence Al- 


& Jemande, et Membre de la Société Royale de 


% Sciences de Gottingue, &c. Nullus horum titu- 
lorum eſt, quin aliq uid certa temporis mihi auferat: 
quæ ſola etiam cauſa eſt cur hue deſcripſi: quod mihi 
te credere fic putabo, fi quam n ee 
literarum ad me utaris. | 


4 . 
. S . "go 
Page ; 4 . 1 
. 6 & & 3 ws 


| printed at Nordhauſen, 1752, 8x0. fifth edition, p. 164. % To M. 
4 Geſner, Counſellor of che Court of his Britannic Majeſty, Profeſſor in 


e the Univerſity of Gottingen, Inſpector General of the Schools of the 


„ Electorate of Hanover, Librarian of the Univerſity, Director of the 


ce Philological Seminary, Preſident of the Royal Society of German Elo. 


e quence, Member of the Royal Society of Sciences at Gottingen, W &c, 


"There is not one of theſe titles but deprives me of ſome part of my 
time; the only reaſon for which 1 here ſubjoin them; which 1 hall think 


vou believe, if your letter to me has as ſhort a direction as poſſible, | 


37% 
SARS e oh Ne. v8. 
72 a ones 2M. Gxawns. 
M0 nen je | 


votre mérite, la juſtice qu on lui rend, ma preſomp- 


tion, et votre bonte. Que Jenyie le ſort de ce petit 


nombre d'eſprits ſuperieurs dont les talens toujours les 
m&mes, et toujours diverſifiés, revetifſent avec une égale 
facilits tous les caraRteres que Putilits ou Vagrement des 
hommes exige d'eux. Japplaudis- encore au diſcerne- 


ment de ces princes qui oſent Ecarter les nuages dont la 


frivolits, Venvie, et la calomnie enyironnent leurs trones, 
qui rendent aux grands hommes de leurs Etats, une juſtice 


que le public impartial leur rendoit depuis long tems, et 


qui ſavent recompenſer leurs talens, en leur fourniſſant 
de nouvelles occaſions de les developper. Voila une 
petite partic des reflexions qu' a fait naitre votre lettre; fi 


Jen croyois mon inclination, elles n'auroient point de 
bornes ; mais . la raiſon me dit que Je on me contenter 
| de 


Mr. G1 BBON to Mr. GxsvzR · 


SIR. 


Taz multitude of your employments affords at once the proof of your 
own merit, of the juſtice done to it by the public, of my preſumption, and 


of your goodneſs. How enyiable is the lot of that ſmall number of ſupe- 


rior minds whoſe talents are equally adapted to promote the purpoſes either 
of pleaſure or utility? The diſcernment ſurely of thoſe princes is worthy 
of much applauſe, who, haying ventured to diſſipate the clouds of envy, ca- 
lumny, and frivolity, that 5 ſurround thrones, render to the truly great 
men among their ſubjects, a juſtice which had been long done to them by 
the impartial public, and reward their talents, by affording them new oppor- 
tunities to diſplay them. Theſe are but a ſmall part of the reflections occa- 
ſioned by your letter, and which, were 1 to conſult my inclination only, 
would extend to a great length; but my reaſon tells me, that I muit be 

| contented 


LA multitade FR vos | occupations montrent 3 la fois | 
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unique excule. 


de vous. 8 Far toute la ee, ae IDEs abe: 


peænẽtrẽ un homme qui ſe fera toujours gloire du titre de 


votre diſcipfe. Je vais dans peu de tems en Angleterre; 


je pourrois peut &tre y trouver Voceaſion de vous prouver 


mes ſentimens, ou du moins mon commerce vous devien- 
dra moins ennuyeux. Mon ſeéjour dans une capitale 


eclairée me donnera une ſorte de mérite local. Incapable 


de les imiter, je vous apprendrai de bonne-heure les 
travaux, et les découvertes de nos ſavans. Gottingue 


merite bien qu'a mon tour je vous demande quelles ſont 


les occupations de yos collegues et de vos diſciples. Un 
nouveau plaiſir que J'enviſage dans mon retour en Angle- 
terre, C'eſt la connoiſſance de tous vos ouvrages. Mon 
premier ſoin ſera de me les procurer, et de les studier 
comme mes meilleurs modeles: pour m'aider dans cette - 


recherche; je prendrai la liberté de vous demander une 


lite de tous ces morceaux curieux dont vous avez enrich! 
la r6publique des lettres. Mon ignorance de pluſieurs 
d'entre eux excite a la fois ma Joye et ma honte. Ma 
jeuneſſe, et le lieu d'on je datte mes lettres; font n mon 


o 
«4 
„ 
* 


”" * . 
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' contented with affuring you, that you have filled with gratitude. a'man who. 


will always de proud of being called your ſcholar. I go ſhortly to England; 
where, perhaps, I may find an opportunity of proving to you the fincerity 
of my ſentiments, at leaſt of rendering my correſpondence lefs tireſome. 
My reſidence, in London will give me a ſort of local merit. 1 will ſend you 
early intelligence of the labours and diſcoveries of our learned men, . whoſe 
example 1 am unable to imitatez and will expect to learn, in return, what 
is ſo proper an object of curioſity, the occupations and ſtudies of your col- 


leagues and diſciples at Gottingen. At my return to London I propoſe to 


myſelf a new pleaſure in collecting all your works, which 1 will make it my 
firſt buſineſs to procure; and for aſſiſting me in this matter, muſt requeſt chat 
you would give me the titles of all the curious pieces. with which you have 
enriched the republic of letters. My ignorance of many of them cauſes 
both joy and ſhame. It can only be excuſed | in conſideration of my _ and 


the placc from which this letter is dated . — 


SMT, YER 


BT 


— 
* 


mieux que erior 
moins ſon apparence qui ſoit abſolue. Soyez perſuade 
eee ge ere. vn man. 
ene . 2 4 


51 joſepropoler quelquesn nouveaux 4 vous ſavez - 


16 qu'il n'y a què la raiſon, ou du 


e Non i ita certandi ciipidus, quam propter amorem, 
Quod te imitari aveo. Quid enim contendat oy” 
"0 Cyenis; aut quidnam tremulis facere artubus hædĩ 
* Conſimile in curſu poſſint, ac fortis equi vis ? 

0 Tu pater et rerum inventor®. 2 


* 


encore quelques nuages ſur le Piſon de I Art Poetique, 


Vous ne .croyez pas que les paroles d' Horace touchant 


Virgile, prouvent que ce poëte füt encore vivant, et que 


Toppoſition eſt plutöt des anciens aux modernes, que 


des morts aux vivans. Pai relu Tendroit, mais cette nou- 
velle lecture, et les reflexions aux quelles elle a donne 
lieu, n'ont fait que me confirmer dans ma premiere opi- 
nion. Horace trouvoit la langue Latine pauvre et trop 

ſtérile, 


11 1 venture to propoſe ſome new doubts, it is becauſe you know bettec 
than any one, that abſolute ſubmiſſion is due only to reaſon, either real or 
apparent. You will believe that my only motive for en your leſſons is to 


render myſelf worthy of them: | ARS 
& Non ita certandi cupidus, quam propter amorem®. yay 


After this apology, I muſt confeſs that I have till ſome remaining doubts 
concerning the Piſo to whom Horace addreſſes his Art of Poetry. You 
think that the manner in which that poet ſpeaks of Virgil does not prove the 
latter to be ſtill alive; becauſe Horace does not oppoſe the dead to the living, 
but the ancients to the moderns. 1 examined the paſſage again, and that 
new peruſal excited reflections which confirmed me more ſtrongly in my 
former e Horace thought the Latin tongue too poor and e and 


® Lacret de Rer, Natur, 1. i ver . ſp 5 
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We <p Salas! les re et 4 — ne „ 
ſoient point: pluſieurs de ſes compatriotes lui avoient 
trouvs le meme défaut. Horace ſouhaite de Venrichir. II 
Propoſe pour cet effet aux Virgile, aux Varius, de tra- 
vailler dans ce deſſein, et d'emprupter du Gree quantits 

de termes Energiques dont ils avoient beſoin. II, leur 

: offre ſon ſecours. C'eſt un projet qu il forme et non une 
choſe d6ja faite qu'il juſtifie. Par conſequent l'avenir 
qu'il enviſage ne peut regarder que ceux d' entre les Ecri- 
vains qui vivoient encore. Par conſequent I Art Poetique 
fut compoſe avant Van 735. Le point de vie ſous lequel 
Je conlidere ce paſſage, eſt ſi bien celui du poete lui 
meme, que celui- ci finit cette oppoſition par cette image 
(une he plus vives ct des plus juftes, que Je umn. Af 


„ ——licuit, ſemperque licebit 1 
ec Signatum præſente notà producere nomen“. * 


Le licuit, le *. 2 les T crence, les Cercitju, 
| morts 
— 
deficient in words expreliive of abſtract ideas which were W to Ro- 
mulus companions, conſiſting of ſhepherds and robbers. This imperfection 
had been remarked by others, Horace, wiſhing to remedy it, propoſes 
to the Virgils and Variuſes, to co-operate with him in this deſign, by bor- 
rowing from the Greek many energetic terms and phraſes which were want- 
ing in Latin. He does not juſtify a thing already done, but propoſes a new 
enterpriſe. The futurity which 'he looks to can-only have a reference to 
authors ſtill alive. The Art of Poetry was therefore written before the year 
of Rome ſeven hundred and thirty-five. This explanation agrees ſo well 
with the poet's thought, that his oppoſition between the dead and living 
poets, concludes with one of the juſteſt and, livelicſt images that I ever 
remember to have met with : 


66 licuit, ſemperque licebit 


ce Signatum præſente notã producere-nomen *.* 
The Icuit has a reference to the Terences and the Ceciliuſes; who were long 
* Horat. de Art. Poet. ver. 59. 


dead 


yn 0 a ˙ 2 EzqE YT 
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' EDWARD GIBBON Eſquire: | os 


— long tems; le Icebit, le futur, les Fatine, 
les Virgile, ceux qui ẽtoient encore en état d'en profiter®. 


Mais, dites vous, dans ce tems m&me le jeune Piſon 


pouvoit avoir dix ans; Grotius faiſoit bien des vers à cet 
age. Je le ſais: mais les Grotius ſont ils bien communs ; 
combien d'enfans trouverez vous de dix ans, qui ayent 
non- ſeulment aſſez de feu pour faire*des vers, mais en- 


core aſſez de rEeflexion pour en juger ſenſement? Il n'eſt 


pas mEme vraiſemblable qua: Vage de vingt ans Piſon 
le pere efit d&ja des enfans. Vous ſavez combien rares 
Etoient les mariages ſous Auguſte; combien Vexemple de 
 Germanicus mpeg admirable ; combien la pauvreté 5, 
la debsuebes et W arrẽtoĩent la nobleſſe dans le 5 


1 | 5 gp meg 


* 


Cette explication eſt d'autant plus vrai ſemblable, que an ab, : 


Virgile s'eſt plutdt pique de faire-revivre de vieux mots, que d'en emprunter 
de nouveaux du Grec. Je doute mEme qu'on 3 trouver un ſeul . ou 
i alt ſui vi le conſeil d' Horace. 


4 . 5 \ 


dead ; the Iicebit, in the future, to the Variuſes and d Virgil r 
alive, and might avail themſelves of the maxim +. 


You ſay that Piſo's eldeſt ſon might be ten years old when the Art of 
Poetry was publiſhed 3 an age at which Grotius wrote- verſes. Grotius did 
ſo; but how few boys of that age have not only the fire to write, but the 
judgment to criticiſe poetry? It is not likely that Piſo the father ſhould 
have children at the age of twenty, You well know the ' paucity of mar- 
riages under Auguſtus, which rendered the conjugal felicity of Germanicus 
an example ſo much admired} ; pride, poverty &, and debauchery, deterred 


+ This explanation is the more probable, becauſe Virgil appears in his works 


to value himſelf rather on reviving old words, than on borrowing new ones from 
the Greek. 1 doubt whether a lingle 2 can be pointed out, in which he 
followed Horace s advice. n 


1 Suet. L. wc 34. 8 5 Tacit, Annal. Ii. e. 37. 
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Rs a, furtoat bestes les Nad civiles ts 
rent la terre, pendant la premiere. Jeuneſſe: de Piſon. 
Les loix d'Auguſte ne font qu'indiquer la grandeut du 
male, et les premieres de ces loix furent promulguses 
plus de trente ans après la naiſſance de Piſonf. Si ron 
compte une generation ordinaire u à trente trois ansf, 
It paroft que ſous le commencement de Vempire, on dev- 

voit les pouſſer plutdt juſqu'a quarante ans, que de les 
reduire 4 vingt. Je conviens que ce ne ſont là que 
des probabilités, mais dans la ſcience de la eritique, il 
parot que les probabilités doivent faire diſparoftre les 
poſſibilités, et céder à leur tour aux preuves. Je ne 
crains rien de ce principe. L'autoritéè d'un Porphyrien 
n pas aſſez de force parmi les ſavans, pour pouvoir 

Jamais former un raiſonnement. Tout ce qu'elle pour- 
Toit faire, ce ſeroit d'en appyuer un déjà prouve. - Les 
anciens ne donnoient point a Porphyrion la premier 
"place parmi les commentateurs d' Horace 5, et les moder- 
. nes, 


. 


the Roman nobles from marriage, eſpecially amidſt the civil wars, which, 
during Piſd's youth, deſolated the earth. Auguſtus“ laws on that ſubject 
only prove the greatneſs of the evil “; and Piſo was thirty years old, before 
the firſt of thoſe Iaws was enacted +. If an ordinary generation is computed 
at thirty- three years , the generations under the firſt emperors ought rather 
to be extended to forty, than reduced to twenty years. Theſe, I acknow- 
| Jedge, are but probabilities; but in the ſcience of criticiſm probabilities de- 
' roy poſſibilities, and are themſelves. deſtroyed by proofs. This principle 
- Js not to be controverted. The authority of Phorphyrio is of too little weight 
among the learned to be the foundation of an argument; it might at beſt 
Belp to prop an argument, otherwiſe well ſupparted. The . ancients do not 
aflign to him the firſt rank among Horace's rommenzaren $ 4 and the mo- 
* Dion. Hiſt. Rom. L. Ivi. p. 570. 
+ Horat. Carm. Secular. v. 17, &c. Torrent. de Lege Juli. ad Cale. Ho- 
rat p. 75, Kc. 45002: . 
＋ Herodot. L. ii. Newton Ge 8 P: 47. : x 
8 Vid. Vitam Horat. fine nomine Autori as. . . dens 
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EDWARD. BON "Eſquire — oe. 


ans Monſieur: Dacier ſurtout, lui ont trouve. beacoup 
derreurs,; Je ne {ens pas d'ailleurs la force de la pre- 
miere de vos hypotheſes. Si Piſon avoit eu ſon, fils a 


lage de trente ans, celui ci pouvoit en avoir ſize, lorſqu” 5 


Horace lui 6crivit, age, ſuivant vous, qui répond aux 


conditions requiſes. Auriez- vous oublié dans ce mo- 
ment qu Horace mourut en 745, n n Nw, 


nayoit que 40 ans? 


2. Je ne doute pas un inden qu- * Horace n'aĩt ences” 
vie dans le troifieme Livre, de faire voir aux Romains : 
due ſi leur prince aſpiroit aux honneurs divins, Viamque 
 affeftat Olympo, il les meritoit par ſes exploits dont la 


grandeur égaloit celle des plus fameux heros, d'un 

Bacchus, d'un Hercule, d'un Romulus, heros, qui mé- 
priſant les efforts des humains, et appaiſant la haine 
des Dieux, $'<toient fraye un chemin juſqu'aux palais 


des immortels. Mais a-t-il voulu faire ceſſer les clameurs | 


du peuple ſur l'infame Adil jen doute. 1. Les dates 
y rEpugnent. Suetone ne marque pas celle du Ag 


derns, particularly Mr. Dacier, find in him many errors. I do not fee any 
ground for your firſt hypotheſis. If Piſo had a ſon when he was thirty years 
old, this ſon might be Gxteen when Horace wrote his Art of Poetry; an age 
which you think agrees with every quality required in him. Did you not 
forget in writing this ſentence, that Horace died in ſeven hundred: me forty- 
five, when Pio himſelf was only forty years old? © 

2. I think it certain that Horace, in the third ode of his third book, 
meant to ſhow the Romans, that if their prince aſpired to divine honours, 
Viamque affectat Olympo, he well merited them by his exploits which rivalled 
thoſe of the greateſt heroes, Bacchus, Hercules, and Romulus, who, after 


trimpling on their human enemies, and appeafing the jealouſy of the gods, 


had opened for themſelves a road to the palate of the immortals. But did 
the poet alſo intend, by this ode, to reſiſt and deſtroy the clamours of the 
people concerning the infamous ſupper of the twelve gods? I think he did 
not. 1. This defign does not agree with chronology. Suetonius does not 
tell us the date of this ſupper ;5 but fince Mark Antony mentioned it, in his 

N Letters 
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| eee eee 
' la rapella dans les lettres à ſon 'rival®, elle arrivaayant 
1a dernierè brouillerie des triumvirs, ou avant Ian 521. 
Suivant Bentley + dont vous adoptez les idées, Horate 
compoſa le'troifieme livre des odes dans la quarante deux- 
ieme, et la quarante troiſiẽme anne de ſon age, c'eſt I dite, 
| en 728 et 729. Une juſtification' venue ſept ou huit ans 
| apres coup, bien loin de faire plaiſir à Auguſte; n'auroit 
ſervi qu'a faire revivre la mEmoire de ces exces, que la 
politique du prince, et la reconnoiſſance du peuple 
avoient - plongé dans Voubli. 2. Auguſte ſoupa avec 
onze hommes, ou femmes, pareillement équippés en 
divinites. Horace Elevoit bien Auguſte à la table des 
dieux, purpureo bibit ore nectar; mais y placoit-il auf 
tous ſes compagnon ? L'honneur ſeroit devenu bien ba- 
nal, et un tel panégyrique n'eüt pas été fort Eloigne de 
. fatyre. Je conviens bien du refte avec vous, que 
ver 95 us d'un morqeau de be Lyrique, eſt 
| un 


letters to Auguſtus , it muſt have happened before the laſt quarrel of the tri- 
uwmvirs. According to Bentley f, whoſe opinion you adopt, Horace wrote 
the third book of his odes in the forty- ſecond and forty-third years of his 
age ; that is in the ſeven hundred and twenty-eighth and ſeven hundred and 
 twenty=ninth years of Rome. An apology for Auguſtus* debaucheries 
" >. written ſeven years after they happened, could have only ſerved to revive the 
memory of enormities, which the policy of that prince and the gratitude of 
the Romans had long conſigned to oblivion. 2. Auguſtus ſupped with | 
eleven men and women, who, as well as himſelf, were adorned with the 
emblems of divinities. The poet ſeated Auguſtus at the table of the gods, 
purpureo bibit ore nectar; but can we reaſonably ſuppoſe that he meant. to 
place there the companions of his feaſt? This would have been to render 
the honour too common z. and his panegyric would have degenerated into a fa- 
tire. I agree with you, that it is rather deſirable than neceſſary to diſcover the 


s ® Suet. L. it. c. 70. + Bentley in Prefat. ad Horat. 
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PE plus deſirable que n&ceſfaire. - Les Lyriques 

ont toujours eu le Privilege de prendre un vol que Fima- 
gination admire et que la timide raiſon n'oſe critiquer. 

Dans Vode dont nous parlons, que ce dẽfaut, fi cen eſt 
un, eſt racheté par de grandes beautẽs l. Les deux premi— 
eres ſtrophes font ſentir quel effet, l' union de la philoſo- 
phie avec la pobſie, peut produire: le juſtum et tenacem 
propofiti vi rum eſt le ſage des ftoiciens, leur ſeul heureux. 

La juſtice formoit toutes ſes f ſolutions; une conſtance 
inébranlable le rendoit ardent à les ſuivre f. Un tel! 
homme au deſſus des paſſions et des préjugés, e | 

| jettoit quelqueſois les yeux que pour s Serier, 


ö 2 « Of euras hominum ! O! [ quantumeſt i in rebus 1 inane! ng 


S'il eft honteux pour reſpece humaine de n'avoir jamais 
produit cet homme; il lui eſt bien honorable d'avoir 
ſu en former un tableau. Quelle gradation dans les ima- 
ges ſon "OP oe aux cane d'une multitude 

| forcen e. 


plan of an ode ; the writers of Lyric poetry having always enjoyed the pri - 
vilege of ſoaring. to heights, which, if admired by fancy, muſt not be 
criticiſed by reaſon, This fault, if it be one, is compenſated by great 
beauties. The two firſt ſtanzas prove the wonderful efficacy of Poetry 
when combined with philoſophy. The juftum & tenacem propofiti virum is the 
ſage of Stoics, their king“, and only happy man; all whoſe deſigns are 
juſt, and inflexibly purſuedf, Such a being, exempt from paſſions and 
prejudices, never Caſts his eyes on the tumults of human life, without ex- 


«laiming, 
« O! curas hominum l O! quantum eft in rebus 1 


| To the diſgrace of mankind, ſuch a character never exiſted ; but it is not 
| a ſmall honour for the ſpecies, that ſuch perfect virtue has been deſcribed and 
| reliſhed.* The climax is beautiful. The ſage would reſiſt the clamorous 
* Horat. Serm. L. i. Serm. i Ui. ver. 124. 
4 Cicero pro Murena, c. 29. De la Mothe le tom. I. Þ- bob, cee. 
de la Vertu des . | 


* 


2 L 
A » 
Ef 
1 % 
$ : 
* 74d 
18 
1 {4 
r 
2 7 
4 1 "of 
2 1 $ 9 
4 
4 ! 
p 24 
| . 
. 
i 1 
12338 
[ " Th 
7 
= 
. 
is 4 
1238 
- 
4 | 1 
4 4 {AF 
7 1 XS © 
_ 15 
1 T 
2 
„ 
— * 
N * 
* 
1 
LI 
. bd 
Ss 2 
8 
. 
* 
Ke +} 
41 
. . 
1 
5 2 
1 
! 
oY 
1:3 
1 
ns 
13 Vs 
E 14 
is : 
3 o 
"BIN! 
EL G3 


I 2: 
Hl it 
. i;41 
1 ity i 
” * 1 : 
l 5 $8 
| 17 
1 1 
3 215 
2 +} * 
_ a3 N 
7 14 
10 
. 
$1 
124 


Ici-V imagination. S'arrete en tremblant. Elle craint pour 
le podte une chiite ſoible ou outrée; elle ne ſent poim 
d'image ſuperieure au courroux du maſtre des Dieux et 


ste, dene 18 . 5 
meme facilité qu'elle s'eſt allume. II — row 
menaces d'un tyran furieux ; mais s cceun des tyrans ſe 


3 laiſſé fléchir. 11 entendroit; ſans\fremir. 

le bruit des tempRtes ſourdes aux ctis des malheureux. 
Mais la fortune a ſouvent ſauve- les victimes à la ow; 
des flots: Egal à Jupiter, il nen craindroit-pas N 


des hommes. Avec quel 6tonnement admire=t-elle le genie 
du poëte, quand elle lit, “ I recevra ſans ſourciller le 
c choc de Vunivers Ecroule, où une meme deſtruction de- 


ec voit enyElopper, les hommes, les 616mens, et les 


cc Dieux eux-memes “. Je m'arrete. Peut⸗ etre ces rellen. 
ions vous ennuyent: en ce cas, c'eſt ma faute. Ja 


cependan trempli mon but, qui Etoit de faire voir . | 
dry ſous” e je conſidere Terudition la plus grande. 
e e Conn 


— 


* 4 o 


; we & 1 
2 * 


ES t f ; : | | . 5 $a 
fury of a mad multitude ; but this popular rage is often appeaſed as eafily as 


it is kindled. He would deſpiſe the threats of -a furious tyrant: but the 


hearts of tyrants ſometimes" relent or compaſſion. ” He would hear without 


terror the raging tempeſt,' which overpowers the cries of the wretched but 


fortune has often reſcued victims from the boiſterous waves. He would not 
dread the thunder of Jupiter: : here the trembling imagination pauſes, fear- 


ing left the poet ſhould either fink into meanneſs, or ſwell into bombaſt; be | 
cauſe it ſeems impoſible to conceive a bolder image than the enraged maſter | 


of gods and men. But our fear is converted into, admiration, when we 
read 4 he would ſuſtain unterrified . the craſhing ſhock of the univerſe, 
«6 by which the elements, men, and Gods are involved in one common 


cc ruin“. ls ſtop here, left my reflections ſhould tire you; which, if they. ; 
do, it muſt be my fault, I ſhall have attained, however, my purpoſes 18 
which was to ſhow the point of view under which 1 conſider the moſt pio 
— eruditlon, Regarded as a mean or inſtrument, it merits our * 9 


* Plin. L. vi. Epiſt. 20. ; 
admiration? | 
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Sulit dea este ws te iti; ende 

Fir derniebe,; tont flotte mspris. 4 

. Vos cöngnotffez, Monticur re. * 

Veltélus Patereulus , quoi 4 G tant de ite: aux 

fivaſis. 'L8voiei : 1. us qui d parts ad id ig 

 pridivi igne  emicans een Hilitaris tumbilidis 

ſs erat, Friſch antiqudqtc ſeveritate uſits, auripitid ibi tame 

Hin guum etemplo pernicioſu, ot his tpfis miliium gladits, 

{tibus obſeſſus trat, db/idtites corrchit. I ne paroit pas 

quon en Puiſfe tirer quelque ſens raiſotthable, II faut 

ibſokurrent le fuppoſer, oa inutile, ou corrompu. Auſſi N 
tous les critiques, qui ont travaillé ſur cet äuteüt, ont 

ils 1+ We d8 le t6tablir. Burerius, Acidalius, Gruter, 

Boeclerus, Heinftus, HBurmati, ont tous fotirni des con- ; 

jeFures plus ou ttivins braifemiblsblés, mais que je ne tie 

propoſe pas dé difenter. - Il vaudra mieux, jè ctois, vous 

en offrir une de ma fagon; et vous laiſſer juge de ſon plus 

du mofns de probabilite. Au lieu de la legon regue; je 

lirdis, Priſed antiqudque ſeveritate, FUSUS anci pitia fibt © 


tam re quam, exemplo pernicioſa. Il ſaute aux yeux com- 
bien ce leger * N un ſens net, Il eſt 


5 * 


| anion at cone? 8 8 wants ee e nating hut 


mpt. 5 
I Vou remember, S, a Futtbour patfhjb of Vellcis Paterculus * ah 


| has given fo'murk' trouble to the learned: It is ar follows: „* * „ #®, 


It ſeems unfuſceptible of any meahirig, and muſt be ſuppoſed either defec- 
tire or corrupt, "Ali-the critics, therefore, who have examined it, endeavour 
to reſtore the text. Buterius, Aridalius, Gruter, Boeclerus, Heinfius, Bur- 
man, have, all of them, given conjectures more or leſs probable, which 
I ſhall not here difcuſs: I ſhali rather ſubmit an emendation of my own to 
your judgment. Inſtead of the dommon reading, I would ſubſtitute Priſed- 
antiquique ſeveritate, r us us ancipitia fibi tam re quam exemplo pernicicja. We 
ſee at once that this ſmalb alteration produces a clear and d ſenle; and 


AAS; #* Yell, Faterc. L. ii, e. 125. 
Vot.. I. | 1 5 2 


w_ 5 _IETTBRS.TO AND FROM | 


dane ng voir gu elle eſt des plus conformes a I analopie_ | 
7 de la langue, et à a la verits de Thiftoire. Les meilleun 
— 3 * grammairiens reconnoiſſent adjourdhui, que les Latins, 
faute d'une ſorme moyenne à leurs verbes, ſe ſont ſouvent 
- ſervi des . Fi d'une terminaiſon paſſive dans un ſens 
aiif. Qu'ainſi ils ont dit 7uratus, punitus, Pour dire 
Nui ju auit, gui puni vit. On trouve meme peragratus dans 
ce ſens, dans Velleius lai-meme f. Ainſi fulus, Pour 
exprimer Taction de Dr uſus, ne doit pas Etonner. I. hit 
' toire eſt également favorable à notre correction. Druſus 
” (fuivant Tacite) arrive au camp des rebelles . Ses om 
ſont mépriſés, ſes oflres deviennent ſuſpectes. Les ſoldat 
le tiennent priſonnier dans le camp, ils outragent ſes amis, 
ils ne cherchent qu'un pretexte pour commencer le ca- 
nage; quel danger pour fa perſonne ! Sibi ancipitia tam. 
| On, connoit la ſeverite de la diſcipline Romaine. . Le 
: chefs Etoient pour les ſoldats, des dieux ; leurs ordres 
des . Quel renverſement de toutes ces maxim: 
a e . 
the correction may be proved to Se equally conformable to the analogy if 
© the Latin tongue, and agreeable to the truth of hiſtory. The beſt gram- 
-marians acknowledge that the Latin, not having a middle voice, admits of : 
paſſive participle in an active ſignification“. Thus, juratus, punitus, ſome 
times denote gui juravits qui funivit. We find feragratus uſed in 05 
meaning by Velleius himſelf F. Fuſus may therefore, without impropriety, 
denote the action of Druſus. Hiſtory alſo favours this correction. Ac- 
cording to Tacitus, when Druſus arrived in the camp of the rebels, his or- 
ders were. diſobeyed, his offers ſuſpected, the ſoldiers made him pfiſonet, 
they inſulted his friends, and waited only for a pretence to begin. the flaughter 


= 


ww 


* 3 


— — 


| Such were the dangers that threatened his perſon ! Sibi ancifitia tam re. The 
- . ſeverity of the Roman diſcipline is well known. The generals were the gods 
of the ſoldiers; and their orders received as oracles. But ancient maxim 
| were now overturned 5 : and the ſedition of the Pannonian legions created a 
| *, Burman ad Vell. Patere. KY It. c. 97. Perizon. ad ad Sanct. Minerv. L 
| . 3 + | . 
1 Vell. Paterc. L. ii. c. 777 1 Tacit. Annal. i. c. 24, &. 
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Woll oO Rhquire. 5 hy 


875 Ge funeſte exemple pour Pavenir, que la {Edition . 
a legions Pannoniennes! Le fanatiſme, qui a fait tant 


12 maux, fit cette fois du bien: une Ecliple de lune 


Cionna les ſoldats, et ſauva le prince. 


Jai lu avec plaiſir, Monſieur, votre erpliestlon de la 


" difficults_ de Juſtin. JTadmire avec combien dart vous 


formez un tiflu de la narration des auteurs diſſerens, pour 


raſſembler des diy terry Epars de lumiere dans un meme 


: foyer. Si vous n'y avez pas pu porter toute la netteté 
deſirable, je crois qu'on doit s'en prendre uniquement aux 
pf tEnebres de Fantiquits et la brievets de Juſtin lui meme. 


Raſſuré par votre ſaffrage, je n'ai plus de crainte ſur 


mon idée touchant la mort de Catulle. Auparavant je la 
trouvois vraiſemblable; 2 preſent je commence à la re- 
| garder comme certaine. 


Tai Vhonneur d'etre, avec la plus Hinds conſideration et 
la plus partaite eſtime, Maaßen, dc. 


EDovARDO GIBBON. 


example moſt pernicious to poſterity. Superſtition, which does ſo much evil, 


here did good: an eclipſe of the moon | frightened the * | 


life of the general. 

I read with much pleaſure your ſolution of the difficulty in Juſtin; and 
admire your {kill in extracting a regular narrative, by bringing the ſcattered 
lights in authors to one focus. If any uncertainty ſtill 9 it _ be 
aſcribed to the darkneſs of antiquity and Juſtin's brevity. - | 

Your ſuffrage removes all fear about the ſolidity of my conjecture concerning 
the death of mn, 7 formerly thought it probable, but WY to regard. 
it as certain. 

I have the honour e remany with the higheſt e 25 perfecg 
eſteem, your's, &c. ; 

. — | 8 8 kevans W 
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Thi 1 in the as . of 117. G Gun 
BON; (probably about the time of his firſt leaying 
_ Lauſanne) ſeems to be under the aſſumed ch 
of a Swediſh traveller, writing to a Swi friend, 
EE _ delineating the defects he diſcovered in the govern- 
ment of Berne. In pointing out thoſe defects he 
ſeems to have had the intention of ſuggeſting a reme- 
dies 3 but, as he is entering on this topic, the m- 
5 nuſcript ends abruptly. T he excellence of this 
curious paper will W for its great Joh: 


rox, won ae 8 Je ne veux point dens ok 
lite. Loin de moi ce titre faſtueux, ſous lequel nos 


Shiloſophes cachent une . Egale indifference pour tout le 
genre humain. Je veux aimer ma patrie, et pour aimer, 
il me faut des pref6rences': mais ou je me trompe, ou mon 
coeur eſt ſuſceptible de plus d'une. Quand j'aurois tout 
ſaeriſié pour la Suede, mon pays natal, je ne me ſerois 
point encore acquitte envers elle; je lui dois la vie et la 


fortune: mais que cette vie ſeroit triſte, que cette fortune 


me ſeroit à * b. expatri6 des ma tendre Jeunell 


* ny dear friend, I will not be 4 citizen wats; 1 1 with 


ſ eo that proud title, under which our philoſophers conceal an equal indif- 


ference for the whole human race. I will love my country; and to 10% it, 
above all others; there muſt be reafons for my preference! but, if I am not 
miſtaken, my heart is ſuſceptible of affection for more countries than one. 
Did I facrifice all to Sweden, 1 ſhould only pay my debt of - gratitude to ti 
land in which I wis born, and to which Iowe my life and fortune. Yet 
life and fortune would have been but melancholy burthens, if, after my ba- 
niſhment from home in early youth, your country had not formed my taſte 
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Vote pays Weſt nee een et ma n à des 
mckurs moins groſſieres que les n9tres !- J me montterois 
indigne de ces bienfzits, s ils ne miavoient pas inſpiré la 


r SS 


r 


plus vive reconnoilſance.  Aujourd Phui que la Suede, 
| tranquille à 3 Vabri des loix, : de ſes enfans que de 
ſentix leur. bonheur, je puis, {a ans ns Voffenſer, Jetter. un ner 


gard ſur le Pays de Vaud, mon autre patrie, me rejouir 
Avec, yous, de ſes ayantages, et .compatir I ſes maux. 


N — 


Votre climat eſt beau, votre terroir fertile ; vous avez 
pour * commerce intkrieur des facilites, dont il ne tient 


| qu a vous de profiter, Mais j je conſidere plutht les habi- 


tans, qus Vhabitation, On va chercher les philoſophes I 
Londres, Faris attire, dans fon ſein tous ceux qui n'ai- 
ment, que Ia douceur de la ſocigts, Votre pays le cedea 
ces deux capitales, 13. on elles briltent; 3. mais cependant 
il reunit_ taus leurs avantages reſpe&iifs ; j il eſt le ſeul ou 
wut à la fois on oſe penſer, et on ſache vivre. Que 1 vous | 


| gate la libens: et prives d' ene tout vous mandue. 


Ons 
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prove myſelf unworthy of this goodneſs, did it not inſpire. me with the live- 


lieft gratitude : and now that Sweden, enjoying tranquillity. under the pro- 
tection of laws, requires nothing from its ſubjects but a Juſt ſenſe of their 
happineſs, I may direct my. attention, without offence, to the Pais de Vaud, 
my ſecond country : 1 with * in its advantages, or commiſerating its 


mis fortunes. 


Jou enjoy a fine climate, a fertile ſoil, e internal 
commerce, from which great benefit might be derived. But I, conſider. the 
people rather than their territory. Philoſophy floyriſbes, in. London; Paris 
is the centre of thoſe attracted by the allurements of poliſhed. ſociety. Your 
country, though inferior to thoſe capitals, yet unites in ſome. meaſure, their 
reſpective advantages: ſince it is the only country whoſe inhabitants, While 
they think freely and boldly, live politely and elegantly. What then is wagt- 
ing? Liberty; and deprived of it, you have loſt your all. * 


«F 


ISS. 


tie due nous ne ſommes pas libres, me ré pondes . 


prouve que nous le ſommes. II le prouveroit peut- ee, : 


fi J. Ecrivois I 2 Lauſanne, ou plutot 14 meme il ne prouve- 
Toit rien. Vos maitres connoifſent la maxime du Cardinal 
Mazarin, de vous laifſer parler, pourvſ que vous les 2 

agir. Ainſi le proces n'eſt point encore ju. 

Si Jcrivois pour le peuple'je/m'addrefferois 4 ſes TY 

ſions; je le ferois ſouvenir de cette 'maxime de tous les 
tems, que dans les rEpubliques, ceux qui ſont bres, fone 
plus libres, et ceux qui ſont eſclaves, plus eſclaves que f 
partout ailleurs. Mais avec un ami tel que vous, je ne 
dois chercher que la verité, et n'employer que la Taifon.: 
Quand 3 Je compare votre Stat avec celui de vos voilins, 


_ c'eſt avec plaiſir que je le prononee heureux. Traverſez 

7 votre lac et vos montagnes, vous trouverez partout un 

| peuple digne d'un meilleur ſort; ſa raiſon abrutle par la 
| Juperftition, le PETS de ſes peres, et le fruit de fon 


| Induſtrie, 


- 


This truth ſurpriſes and: offends you. The right of n vou 


| anſwer, that we are not free, is a proof of our liberty. If ] wrote at Lau- 


ſanne, the argument would have weight; yet eyen there, it would not be 


convincing : fer your maſters are not ignorant of Cardinal Mazarine' 's maxim, 


and are willing to allow you to talk, en you allow them to aft; bo chat ; 


the proceſs is not yet determined. 
If I wrote for the people 1 would ſpeak to their e and hold a thn. 


guage repeated in all ages, that under republics, thoſe who are free are more 


free, and thoſe who are enſlaved, are more enſlaved, than under any other. fm 
of government. But with a friend like you I would ſeek only the maxim 


of truth, and employ only the arguments of reaſon. .When I | compate 


your condition with that of ſurrounding - nations, I can- ſincerely congratulate 


you on your happineſs. Whenever we quit the neighbourhood of your lake 
and mountains, we -find men who, though worthy of a better fate, are 


plunged in the moſt abject ſuperſtition 5 whoſe property and induſtry are the 
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Class verits'v vous a ele vous bleſfe. 5 ur 


a2 * 


* 


8 


aj eur ſeul way qi, 
lorſqu'i} entend parler de vingt mille de ſes ſemblables; 
morts dans le ſervice de on enen, dira bade, 
qu'ils ont fait leur devoir. %%%ͤ ne. ir en ĩ RD 
Vous au contraire Wm un Cbrittanifne, ramené 
Ala divine pureté de ſon inſtitution, enſeigns par de dignes 
paſteurs, # qui on permet de ſe faire aimer, de ſe faire 
reſpecter, mais non de ſe faire eraindre. Votre union avec 
le Corps Helvetique vous a aſſuréè depuis deux ſiecles une 
Pen unique dans PThiſtoire- Vos impöts font petits, ad- 
miniſtration douee. On rentend point parler parmi vous 
| de ces ſentences Cans: proces,” ſans crime, fans accuſateur, 
qui arrachent un dhojeti' da milieu de fa famille. Lon 
ne voit jamais le ſouverain, on le ſent rarement. Ce peng 
dant fi la liberté conſiſte à n'&tre ſoumis qu'a des loix, 
dont l'objet elt le bien commun de ” IR vous n Lies 1 
pou en, e | | 5 
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ſpoils of a licentious foldiery ; ; and | whoſe nes are ready every moment to 
be ſicrificd to the caprice of one man, "who, when he hears that twenty | 
thouſand of his fellow-creatures have fallen ſacrifices to his mor” 20 is 
contented with ſaying coldly, 6 they have done their duty. OY 
You, on the contrary, enjoy a Chriſtianity brought back to the purity of 
its original principles, taught publicly by worthy miniſters, who are loved 
and reſpected, but who have it not in their power to become the objects of 
fear. Vour connection with the Swiſs cantons have preſerved to you the 
bleſſings of peace two centuries 5 a thing unexampled in hiſtory. Your 
taxes are moderate; and the public adminiſtration is gentle. You have not 
to complain of thoſe arbi trary ſentences, which, without any form of legal 
procedure, without en accuſer, and without a crime, have been known to 
tear citizens from the boſoms of their families. The Tovereign is never 
ſeen ; the weight of his authority is rarely felt: yet if liberty conſiſts in 
being ſubject to laws, which Impartiality conſult the intereſts of all the mem 


rs of the community, you do not enjoy that bleſſing. | 
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er rr neceflaires 
cer à cette indgpendance 6 * Fe f 2 os 
| fallu que toutes'les yalomds particuligres ſe fondiſſe * 
une volonté g6nerale ; à laquelle des  punitiens* Legler 
opligeaſſent chaque citoyen de conformer ſes ad ions. A 
elt delicat, ce pouvoir de fixer la yolont&gfnerale?'s In 
duelles mains doip on le xemetzre;} Sera-ce 4 un monki- 
due des- lors abſolu- Je ſais que Pinthrtt bien entendy 
du prince ne ſe peut s6parex d'ayec celui de ſon pen 
et qu'en travgillant pur lui, il travaille pour ſai mee. 
Tel. eſt le langage de la philoſophie. Mais de langaßze 
a melt! pas un de ceux que les px$cepteurs font $tudier aux 
rois; et fi; un beureux naturel leur en donne quelque idfe, 
leurs paſſions, au celles d un minjttre, d'un ganfeſſeur, d ube 
maftreſſe, leſſacent bientot- Le peuple g6mit,' mais il | 

faut quiil ait gemi long tems, avant que ſon mattre &'ap- 
perqoive qu'il eſt de Iinteret d'un berger de conſeryer- fon | 
troupegu- II faut donc que le pouvoir — 1 par 
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When the juſtice of hy and 10 e of er bene as ne- 
ceflity for civil ſociety, individuals were obliged to TEBOUNCE their beloyed, 
but pernicious, independence. All particular wills were melted down into 
the general vill of the public 3 by which, ynder the fandlion of definite r- 
niſhrjents, became bound to regulate their conduct. But it is a matter 
of the utmoſt delicacy to determine with whom that general will ought to 
be depoſited. Shall it reſide in the breaſt of a prince, who thereby 94 
comes abſolute? I know that the true intereſts of a prince, can never de 

ſeparated from thoſe of his people, and chat in exerting himſelf for thelr be- 

nefit, he labours for his own. This i is "the language of philoſophy,” but it 
ſeldom ſpoken by the preceptors of princes; and if the latter * ſometimes 
| read it in their own hearts, the impreſſion is ſpeedily effaced by contrary 
paſſions, in themſelyes, their confeſſurs, their migiſters, or miſtreſſes. "The 
5 groans of the people are not ſoon heard 3 and their maſter learns only by a 
fatal experience, that it is the intereſt of a thepherd to preſerve his flock. 
The legiſlative power, ad cannot _ be erm to a 7 per- 
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| ca ra FI REA -TIIES 1 
tiengent les uns les autres. paroßt en se un depeabraire 

chien ghoiſi, Mais la liberté attachę q eg gnſeil une con- 
-ditign fondamentale : Elle veut que chague: ordre des 


eitoyens, chaque partie de Petat, y ait los repr ſentans | 


intzreſſes 4)3'oppeler à toute loi qui ſeroit guiſible à ſes 
-droits, on contzare & ſon bonheur, puiſqu eu ms mesen 
: ient les premiers, les mauvais effets. . Une tolle 
 -aſembl6e fers ragement des ſautes groflieres, et ſi elle pay® 


guelqueſois-le tribyts Vhumanite, elle peut rougir de ſes 


exreurs, et les 36parer auſſi tot, Ce portrait eſt - il le votre 
Taatre dans votre pays, je vois deux-aations diſtingudes 
par leurs droits, laurs occupations, et leurs mœurs. Lune, 


c qm poſés de trois cens familles, eſt ne pour command- 
er; Lauge, de cent mille, n'eſt formte que pour obéix. 
Toutes leg prctenſions humiliantes des monarques höre- 


 ditaizes Je renouvellent à votre Egard, et deviennent encore 
plus humiliantes de la part de vos Egaux. La comparaiſon 
de vos deux Stats, * dap facile. Rien ne vous aide 
Lrelaigver. 


f o 


„ / wont Seth Av onto 


esch other, appears to. be its proper depoſitory. But in this council one 
condition is eſſentially requiſite. It muſt, conſiſt of deputies from every or- 


Ler in the ſtate intereſted by their own ſafety in oppoſing every regulation 


inconſiſtent with the happineſs of that order to which they belong. Such a 


| council will rarely be guilty of groſs errors; and ſhould this ſometimes hap- . 


pen, it will ſoon bluſh for, and repair them. Is this the picture of your 
legiſlature 2 When I ſurvey your country, I behold two nations, diſtinQly 
charaQeriſed by their rights, employments, and manners: the one, con- 
 bking. of three hundred families, born to command; the other, conſiſting of 
. an hundred thouſand, doomed to ſubmifſion. The former are inveſted, as a 
body, with all the prerogatives, of hereditary monarchs, which are the more 
ü humiliating. to you their ſubjects, becauſe they belong to men apparently 
your wag) "Tha compariſon between en and them is made every 
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. Us —_ de'trois cens perſonnes decide ei 

| arenen dernier reſſort, et ſi ſes interets et — 
ſont pas d'accord, qui doit Pemporter ?' Non ſeule ment ee ö 
ſeénat eſt I6giſlateur, mais il execute ſes propres Loi. 
Cette union de deux puilfances qu'on ne devoit jamais 


k | — —u— — — rent nanny we — 
4 as = = _ 1 i: 
2 CL LINES. — ans . = =4 a = a= — k — 
Mk - — — — — _— = L #2 0 as — — — Pr * — * - In : 
93 : — > - — — = 
g a ee * — do EY — 3 
— * — = 2 — rm —*T — 2 = 2 * — — * =_ — nts * 
— — - wt * — — 2 = — = — * - — — ———— . - — — — — 
a * 1 5 6 — — 2 — 4 —— ane — 
IFC eV Ie IO = 7 A 7 a 8 — > 
— r —x— OO 
: 0 4 - aro * 22 — 
2 — — — — 
a , wy * 


my les rend chacune * formidables. Quand ales 

555 nn Ae eden tie 6 Pon n — 

les mains de la puiſſance qui les doit exécuter, et cette | 

puiſfance eſt toujours ſa rivale, et ſon comrepoids; Mals | 

| ce weſt pas aſſezʒ que cette union aiguiſe le glaive de [ 

| {| Tautorité publique, elle le remet encore dans un plus | 4 

1 petit nombre de mains: dans le dernier fiecle le grand £ 

1 ö conſeil de Berne ſe renouvelloit lui meme; c'etoit deja un c 

q | pas vers Poligarthie : pourquoi exclure des Elections le ] 

0 corps de la Bourgeoiſie? Alors meme le gouvernement c 

bil 8s 'appnyoit ſur un fondement aſſez Etroit, Bient6t des incon- bi 

Fl veéniens ſe firent ſentir ; la brigue, la vEnalits; la débauche, « 

iN fignaloient 1 1 entree des eitoyens dans lecconfetl ſouverain, 2 4 
4 . e 

A council of three hundred perſons is the ſovereign umpire of your deareſt e] 

;ntereſts, which will always be ſacrificed when they claſh with their own. ty 

This council is inveſted with the executive, as well as the legiſlative power; en 

two branches of authority which can never be united, without rendering each of 1 

them too formidable to the ſubject. When they belong to different perſons, c 

or aſſemblies, the legiſlature will not venture to ferm violent reſolutions, Na 

becauſe theſe would be of no avail, unleſs they were carried into execution ex 

by another power, always its rival, and often its antagoniſt. The ſword of de 

Na; 


authority is not only ſharpened by this union, but is thereby confined to 
ſmaller number of hands. In the laſt century the great council of Bern be- 
gan to elect its own members; which was a great ſtep towards oligarchy, 
ſince it excluded from elections the citizens at large, and thereby narrowed the 
baſis of the government. But this arrangement was liable to other inconve- 
niencies. Intrigue, venality, and debauchery ſignaliſed the admiſſion of citi- 
"ou into the loyeretgn council; and N men ſquandered their r wealthy, 
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et les riches am itieux don | 
invahir. Une deputation x6vocable- de vingt ſix conſeil- 

* Etablie des Lenſance de la république, Pour veiller 
a Vex6cution des loix, devint charge du ſoin de remplir 

les places de ce grand conſeil dont elle-mème tiroit ſon 
origine On y -ajofitoit ſeize ſenateurs choiſis de * : 
maniere la plus favorable aux factieux. Is poſſedoient 
d'abord leur pouvoir collectivement, mais peu à peu lin- = 
terẽt particulier leur fit entendre qu il valoit mieux pere 42, 
mettre à chacun de nommer ſon fils, ſon gendre, et ſon 
parent. Les familles puiſſantes qui dominoient alors dans 
le ſenat, Y dominent encore Les de Wattevilles, et les 
Steiguers, y rempliſſent une trentaine de places. 535 
commerce intéreſſé de bienfaits, o I'on paſſe dans le 
petit conſeil par les ſuffrages de ſes parens, pour faire 
entrer de nouveaux parens dans le grand conſeil, à deja 
réduit le nombre des familles qui ſisgent dans celui-ei, 1a 
environ quatre vingt. Ces maiſons ſouveraines ont un 
egal me pris pour ceux que le droit naturel auroit du ren- . 
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7 8 
chat they might Tarehaks a e to Rs their hr ej, A committee of 
twenty-ſix counſellore, eſtabliſhed in the infancy of the republic, to watch the 
execution of the laws, and whoſe offices were held at pleaſure, became entruſted 
with the power of naming the members of the grand council, by which this - 
committee . itſelf was appointed. Its number was augmented by fixteen fe- - 
nators, choſen in the manner moſt favourable to the deſigns of faction. They 5 
exerciſed their power at firſt colledively, but by degrees they came to ui. 
derſtand that their particular intereſts would be better promoted by each 
| naming his ſon, ſon-in-law, or kinſman. The powerful families which then 
commanded the ſenate, ſtill rule in it at preſent. Þ hirty places are filled 
by the Wattevilles and Steigeurs. This ſelfiſh traffic, by which the members of 
the little council are elected by the great council, conſiſting of their own rela- 
tions, that they may name other relations to ſeats i in the great council, has re- 
duced the number of families, which have a right to fit in the latter, to nearly 
fourſcoxe. Theſe princely families look down with equal contempt on thoſ⸗ 

who are -their fellow-QUzens by the law of nature, and thoſe wao were ren- 
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Kitution de I Ctat- II manque mine; aux .piomicrs. dne 
veſſouree que les monarques les Plus abſolus n nt pas 
elt öter & leum ſujets; je yeux: parler de ces triba kaun 
_ Joconnus du ſauverain, et TEvartes du peuple, pour. Eire 
Toene de h panics et les d&poſizaires des loix. Toutes 
Jes. wolontés du pringe, qui deivent etre obéies, le font 
Plus facilement,. quand. les ſuists voxent combien elles 
don reiſonnablea, puiſqe elles ant pail par Vexamen, do 
ces magiſtras, dubh ne peut ni ramper,,, niſ6duire, ni 
ſetimider. Auſk xepondent ils à eee genfideration.. pay 
une zeſiſtance reſpeGueuſe, mais determine, contre I'op- 
preſſion, om; ils étalent tout ce que Ia raiſon, la liberte, 8. 
Teloquenge peuvent inſpirer à des eitepene zelés. Cel 
Nrincipalement dans ces gibunaus paiſibles que je trouꝶ 
ces qualités. Prives d armes, ils ne doivent leur poungir 
aua Rur probits, et 4 leur Gloquenee. Efril étonnant 
que ceux, qui n ont que cet infirument, s appliquent le 
plus à le cyltiver 3 Quelles legons pour les reis, que les 
rꝛemontrances du Parlement de Paris ? Quels modeles 
pour le peuple que la conduite des Mandarins de la 
een Fer {ane un " JOS de ceue ae, le mo- 


—— by the. b 44 ques. The former clafa. is Ad 
of a reſource which the moſt abſolute princes have ſeldom ventured to wreſt 
from their ſubjects; I mean thoſe courts. of juſtice acknowledged by che 
prince, and revered by the people, as the organs of public opinion, and the 
depoſitories of the laws. The commands of the ſovereign. are obeyed with 
eheerfulneſs only when their propriety 'is. confirmed by the apprabation- of 
thoſe tribunols, whoſe members it has been found difficult either to deceiye, 
to ſeduce, or to intimidate. The reſiſtance to oppreſſion is reſpectful, but 
firm in exerting it, they diſplay that warmth of eloquence. with, which 
_ neafon and liberty inſpire good citizens. In the members of thoſe peaceful 
wibunals, fuch qualities appear in their greateſt luſtre. Deſtitute of arms 
| their whole ſtrength lies in their talents and their probity. What noble 
Ieflons to kings have been given. by the parliament. of Paris? What excel= 
yet examples. to ſubjects are ſet by the Mandarines of China? Monarchs 
'wuſt hear the groans of their people, when ſuck reſpectable bodies of men 
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 tabhelit 4 Timer, 1 Eadie fes lots, à fe fetter 2 outs 
les vertus Pudliques. Elles müriſſent dans le Hence, 
' Toccaſion les développe, ou elles ſe fom Töcesſion. Les 


eats du Pays de Vaud, reſpe&ables [us 16 Reis de 


Bourgogne, et fous les Dues de Savoye, Etoicht 6 with. 
nal. Compoſes de la nobleſſe, du elerge, et des deputés 
des villes principales, ils s'aſſembloiert tous les ans 4 


Moudon.  C'ttolt le conſeil perpetuel du Prince. Sus 


jeur conſentement, il ne pouvoit; ul faire de houvelles 
Joix, ni ͤtablir de nouveaux impöts-. Si j'Etois ſup let 


lieux j'tablirvis' ces droits, par vos monuimens les plas 
authentiques. Tout Eloigtts que Je fais, je ne erains 


pas d'appeller à leur témoignage. II me rate toujours | 
une preuve moins ſenfible pour le peuple, mais auf 


deciſive pour les gens de lettres: cet Tanalogie Les 
Barbares du einqulꝭme fiecle jette rent par toute Europe, 


les racines de ce gouvernement' que Clrarlemagne Erablit 
dans tes Pays Tone la 8 1 la Suiſſe, et t PAlte- 
: 2 magne. 


| —  _ K 
tre their organs. The people too learn that they have a country which 
they begin to love, to Rudy its laws, and to form themſelves to public 
virtues. Theſe virtues ripen filently ; they are exerted when an opportunity 
offers; and ſometimes they will make an opportunity for their own exhibiti- 
on. In the Pais de Vaud, which was equally reſpectable under the kings 
of Burgundy and the duke of Savoy, the ſtates formed ſuch a tribunal. 


They were compoſed of the nobility, clergy, and deputies from the principal 


cities, which annually aſſembled at Moudon, and formed the perpetual 
Touncil of che prince, without whoſe conſent he could neither enact new 
laws, nor impaſe new taxes. Were 1 on the ſpot I could prove the exiſt- 
ence of thoſe rights by your moſt authentic records. At a diftance I can 
only appeal to their teſtimony, and employ. an analogical proof, which will 
be ſufficiently convincing to men of letters. The Barbarians, who over- 
flowed Europe in the fifth century, every where laid the foundation of that 
Gorm of government which Charlemagne eftabliſhed in the Low Countries, 


France, Italy, Switzerland, and Germany. The different modes of tenure | 


which 
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=  miagnes Que * Saane les degrbs, ex kleb, 
5 5 od les) arriere-fiefs ſe formerent des. hefs, od le clergs 
acquit des terres ſeigneuriales, on les villes acheterent 
leurs aſſranchiſſemens, y apporterent de légères difierences. 
Mais le fond de cette conſtitution eſt demeurs dans toutes 
les r&volutions, et rien de plus libre que ce fonds. Ces 
Stats, leurs membres, et leurs droits ſe conſerverent tou- 
 Jours, et paxtout ils Etoient les memes. - e 

"Je vous entends, mon ami, qui m interrompez. ' 
vous ai &couts, me dites-vous, avec patience : mais que 
Vvoulez- vous conclure de ce tableau de notre gouverne- 

ment? Bien ou mal conſtruit, nous n'en refſentons que 
des effets falutaires, et vos conſeils, vos Etats, auroient de 
| lapeine & nous degoilter de nos magiſtrats anciens, 92 1 
nous faire eſſayer des nouveaut s. 

Arrètez, Monſieur; je vous ai parlé en 8 libre, 
et vous me r&pondez dans le lahgage de la ſervitude. 
Arretez. En convenant pour un moment de votre bon- 
"_ de ae tenez vous ? de la conſtitution ? Vous 

5 n 'olez 
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which were at different times introduced, the various degrees of . 
- which one fief came to have on another, the acquiſition of lordſhips by the 
_ elergy, and the purchaſe of franchiſes by cities; all theſe circumffances - occa- 
. fioned but flight differences in the ground-work. of the conſtitution, which 
remained unalterably f. founded on a firm baſis of liberty, The ſtates, their 
members, and their rights, were invariably maintained 3 3 remaining — 
| the ſame at all times, and in all places. 
I think that 1 hear you, my friend, interrapting\ me. Hitherto, you 6 
I have liſtened to you with patience; but what is your concluſion from this 
picture of our government? Whatever defects there may be in its principles, 
we have experienced its ſalutary conſequences; and the Rates and aſſemblies 
which you ſo much commend, will not eafily make us aboliſh our ancient _ 
tracies, in order to try innovations, 
It is time, Sir, to pauſe ; I ſpoke to you as e Satie . 
anſwer me in the language of ſlavery. Let us admit for a moment your 


r to whom do you owe it? You will not t anſwer, to the conftitu- 
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Lobes pas le dire. Ceſt donc du prince ? Les Romains 
I en devoient un plus grand à a Titus. IIs 6toient cependant 
de vils eſclayes.. Brutus vous auroit appris que, dans un 

Atat deſpotique, le prince peut quelquefois vouloir. La 

falicits- actuelle du citoyen et de Peſclave, eſt ſouvent 

ͤgale, mais celle du dernier eſt précaire, -puiſqu' elle eſt 
ſondée ſur les paſſions des hommes, pendant que celle du 
premier eſt aſſfurèe. Elle eſt lie avec les loix qui contien- 
nent également ces mzmes N dans le ſouverain et 

dans le . 

Mais malbeureuſement on n 0 trouve que trop de choſes 

a reprendre dans votre adminiſtration politique. Je vais 
detailler des fautes, des negligences, des oppreſſons. | 

Vous vous recrierez ſur ma malignité, mais en ſecret votre 
eſprit groſſira le catalogue de cent articles que j'aurai ou 

ignores ou oubliés. II eſt du devoir du ſouverain de 
faire jouir ſon peuple de tous les avantages de la ſociété 
civile. Des guerres entrepriſes pour fa defenſe, Ven dé- 

| . _ tourneront 
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tion. It is due then to your rulers. The Romans owed a proſperity yet 
greater to Titus; but ſtill remained the baſeſt, of ſlaves. Brutus would have 
taught you that a deſpot may ſometimes chooſe to promote the public hap- 
pineſs; but the magiſtrates of a free people can have no other wiſh. The 
advantages actually enjoyed by a citizen and a ſlave may be the ſame: but 
thoſe of the latter are precarious, having no other foundation than the 
changeable paſſions of men; whereas thoſe of the former are ſecure, being 
ſolidly ſupported on thoſe laws which curb guilty WOE the prince as well 
as the peaſant. 

But unfortunately too many faults may bl found in your + ack admini- 
ration. 1 ſhall give you the black liſt of omiſſions and oppreflions, which, 
notwithſtanding that you will exclaim againſt my malignity, your own me- 
mory will augment by an hundred articles, which I may be either ignorant 
of, or forget to mention. It is the duty of a ſovereign to procure for 
his people all the happineſs of which their condition is ſuſceptible. His 
Public ſpirited exertions may be nn by the exigencies of defenſive 


F que le W us peut donner; nul commerce, 


1b; eas anch cideraie ds 


fufaQures, Vagriculture, et Ia police, mer toute 
Wu attentibn, ek Ten tecompenſefit abet üfüfe. Sur &es 
II 4 eté maktre du 


princi pes jugeons le ſthat de Berne. 


Pays de Vaud depuis Fan 1545. Qtiand j je conſidꝭre cs 


qu Stoient slots 1s Praiice, T Angleterre, Ia Hollandes ou 


TAlſemague, Pai de 14 peine 4 the perſuader qu'elles 
Etoient les memes pays que ceux qui portent 4656utd*Hu? 
ces noms. De barbares; Ils font devenus civilifes ; d'ig - 


norans, éclairés; et de pautres, tithes. Je vois des vi 
les oft il y avoit des deſerts, et les forets défriché es ſe ſom 


|  Evfivertics en champs fertiles. Leurs princes, et leurs 


miniſtres, un Henri quatre, un Suliy, un Colbert, une 


Elizabeth, un de Witt, un Frederic- Guillaume, ont opere 


ces merveilles. La perſpectite du Pays de Vaud teſt 
Point auſſi riante. Les arts langufſſent, faute de ces 16. 


nales 


c hard Matty: ad at; 
occupied with' the intereſts of religion, laws, morals, ſciences, police, com- 


merce, and agticulture: Let us try the metits of the ſenate of Bern by 


theſe maxims. The members of this ſenate have been maſters of the Pais 


de Vaud fince the year one thouſand five hundred and thirty-ſix. When we 
confider the deplorable condition in thoſe days of France, England, Hol- 
land, amt Germany, we can ſcarcely imagine that they were the ſame eoun - 
tries with thoſe reſpectively known at preſent by the ſame names. Their 


- barbatiſm has been civilized, their ignorance enlightened, their poverty en- 
riches; their deferts have become cities, and their foreſts now wave with 


yellow harveſts. Thefe wonders have been effected by their princes and 
miniſters: a Henry the Fourth, a Sully, a Colbert, an Elizabeth, and a de Witty 


and a Prederick William. The comparative condition of the Pais de Vaud 
af thoſe two remote zras,' does not preſent ſo pleaſing à picture. Them 


the arts ſtill languith, for want of thoſe encouragements which princes 
only can beſtow : the country is till deflitute of commerce and manufac- 


ſee 


tures: we hear not of any projects for promoting the public proſperity : we 


| tdblifſeftiens utiles, et de ſages loi; 14 14 
e les . les feietites, le edmtmetee, les a- ; 
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| e nuls projets utiles pour le pays; un 
enfourdifſement general qui regne partout. Cependant * 
les Princes dont je viens de parler n'avoient que des mo- 


mens pour ces objets, oũ les Bernois ont eu des ſiscles. 
Que n Auroient-ils pas fait, ces grands hommes, rarement 
tranqui illes fur le tröne, fi pendant deux cens douze : ans, 
ils n euſſent, eu que des voiſins pacifiques, et des peuples 
ſoumis ? Je m'en rapporte à vous meme. Indiquez moi 
quelque &tabliſſement vraiment utile que vous deviez au 
ſouverain. Mais ne m indiquez pas académie de Lau- 
ſanne, fondée par des vues de devotion, dans la chaleur 


d'une r6formation, negligee depuis, et toujours académie, 
quoiqu* un digne magiſtrat de cette ville, Propofat de 


Periger en univerſits. | doh 
Non ce n 'eſt Point une politique peu eclalrée qui fait 


2gir vos maitres. Je connois trop leur habiletE. Mais 


un monarque aime Egalement tons ſes ſujets. Les citoyens 
(une ville capitale voyent au contraire d'un il Jaloux 

ragrandiſſement des provinces. Si elles $'Elevent, diſent 
il, nous tombons. Nos 1500 * les lumieres et les 


ſee ca. but the 3 an univerſal lethargy. Yet the Princes 2 
mentioned had but moments for executing their great deſigns ; the ſenators 
of Bern have had ages. What benefits might not thoſe patriotic kings 
have conferred on their ſubjects, if, inſtead of having their thrones conti- 
mully ſhaken by war and ſedition, they had enjoyed during two centuries 
the advantage of having loyal ſubjects and pacific neighbours ? J appeal to 
yourſelf ; point out a ſingle uſeful eſtabliſhment which the Pais de Vaud owes | 
to the ſovereignty of Bern; but do not tell me of the academy of Lauſanne, 
funded on motives of religion during the zeal of reformation, but ſince 
totally neglected, though a worthy magittrate of that city propoſed the laud- 
able defign of erecting it into an univerſity. _ 

Your, maſters err not through ignorance. -They are not "delicient; | 
know, in political abilities. But while a prince treats with impartial bounty 
all his ſubjects, the citizens of an ariſtrocratical capital are apt to behold with 
Jealouſy the improvement of the provinces. Their elevaticn they think, 
muſt pave the way for their downfal ; and if they become their equal 
in point of knowledge and riches, they will foon be tempted, they imagine 
Vol. I. | 2 D to 
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richelſes, elles voudroient bientdt Petre en pouvoit. Raps" 
pellez vous Van 1685. La manvaiſe politique de Louis 
XIV. ex patria la partie la plus induftricule de ſes ſujets; 
une multitude ſe réfugia dans le pays de Vaud. II toit 
prochain, il &toit Frangois. Ils ne demandoient qu'un 
azile, et Vauroicht pay& au poids de l'or par les richeſſes, 
et les arts plus ptbcieux que les ficheſſes, qu'ils vous ap- 
portoient. Mais ici la politique partiale des Bernois 
a, s*Epouvanta. Si nous faiſons participet ces fugitifs 4 
te notre droit de Bourgevifie, la fortune nous ſera com- 
ce mune; mais comment Clever des mortels au rang des 
e digux? Si nous les laiſſons confondus parmi nos ſujets, 
© nos ſujets recueilleront le fruit de leur induſtrie. Il 
contJurent enfin avec Vambaſſadeur de Porſenna— 
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. _Quiil vaut mieux, qu? un roi ſur le töne afſermi 
6 Cmmande i a des ſujets, malheureux, mais ſoumis, | 
e Que d'avoir à dompter, au ſein de I 'abondance, > 
D' un peuple wy heureux Findocile mid ata ; 


Ce 
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to aſpire at an equality with themſelves in power. " Recal 60 memory the 
year one thouſand fix hundred and eighty-five; when the wretched policy of | 


Louis the Fourteenth drove from their country the moſt induſtrious portion * 
of his ſubjects, many of Whom ſought refuge in the Pais de Vaud; a neigh- * 
bouring diſtrict, and ſpeaking their own language. They requeſted on) = 
an aſylum, the benefit of which they would richly have repaid by the wealth Va 
which they carried with them, and their ſkill in manufactures, ſtill more va- tur 


luable. But the natrow policy of Bern took the alarm. ( If we make 
et theſe men citizens of Bern, their intereſts will cointide with our own. But 
« js it fit that mortals thould be raiſed to the rank of Gods? If they 
* are mixed with the maſs of our ſubjects, our ſubjects will be enriched by 
cf their induſtry. They concluded therefore, with the ambaſſadors of Por- 
ſenna e that it was more deſirable for a prince to goverh a poor but ſub- 
«© miſhve people, than to contend with the . nen of men , 
- & by proſperity. My 


PE: wy oo a The 
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Ces exiles las d eſſuyer des refus, ol ils devoient vat- 
ide à des prieres, Paiſerent en Hollande, en Pruſſe, et 
en Angleterre, on les ſouverains favoient mieux profiter de 
cette occaſionunique. Il en refta une partie dans le Pays 


de Vaud, mais c'&toit la partie la plus pauvre, et la plus 


fain6ante, qui n ayoit ni San moyen, ni la volonté d' aller 


plus loin. 
A peineces an commengoient ils a 9 ins 


ſouffrances paſſes, que Vexperience leur fit ſentir, que. 


pour fuir les perſecutions, il faut fuir les hommes. La 


partie ſouveraine de l' etat ayoit ſucé avec le lait, toute 
la duretẽ du ſyſteme de Calvin, theologien atrabilaire qui 


aimoit trop la liberté, pour ſouffrir que les Chretiens por- 
taſſent d' autres fers que les ſiens-. D' ailleurs ſa comfor- 


mite avec les idées d'un c6lebre philoſophe, intereſſoit 
I'honneur du nom Allemand a le ſoutenir. Comme les 
ſentimens s' Etoient adoueis dans le Pays de Vaud, en pro- 
portion avec les mœurs, il falloit y envoyer des formu- 


laires, et des een deſtinés A faire autant d'hypo- 


erites 


1 * 
7 ” 9 bs * - 
- £ - 
* . 


The emigrarits, diſguſted at being repeatedly refuſed what they ' ought to 
have been requeſted to accept, travelled to Holland, Pruſſia, and England, 
whoſe rulers had the good ſenſe to avail themſelves of an emergency as fa- 
vourable as it was ſingular. A part of them indeed remained in the Pais de 
Vaud, but the pooreſt and the * who had neither money nor r ſpirit to 
travel farther. ' | : 

| Theſe unhappy fugitives had no ſooner begun to forget their paſt ſuffer- 
ings, than they learned by fatal experience that, in order to avoid perſe- 
cution, it was neceſſary to fly from the ſociety of men. The ſovereigns of 
the country in which they had ſettled had imbibed the ſevere ſyſtem of Cal- 


. Vin, a ſtern theologian, who loved liberty too well, to endure that Chriſtians 


ſhould wear any other chains than thoſe impoſed by himſelf. His near con- 
formity in opinion with a celebrated German philoſopher, intereſted the ho- 
nour of the German name in ſupporting his doctrines. But in the Pais 
de Vaud the aſperity of religious opinions had ſoftened with the improve- 
ment of oy: It became neceſſary, therefore, to ſend thither formulas 
2 D 2 | and 
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des paſteurs vieillis dans le miniſtere, et qui ne deman- 


- 3 non à la vérité par le ank. | 


mais par les menaces et les privations d' emploĩi- 


En 8ſoutenant les droits de I'humanité, je Oey: el | 
les maximes de la tolerance. Je veux bien que le magiſ- 

compenſes du public, qu'à ceux qui 
enſeignent la religion du public. Je ne lui dEfens pas 


trat ne diſtribue les rect 


meme de contenir dans le ſilence ces novateurs trop hardis 
qui vondrojent Eclairer le peuple ſar certains objets on 
Verreur fait ſon bonheur. Mais que le ſouverain, fe pre- 


tant avec chaleur aux minuties thEologiques, decide des 
_queſttons qu'on ne peut decider,- aſſurément il eſt ab- 


ſurde. Qu'impoſant des confeſſions de foi i! ne laiſſe à 


dotent qu'à fe taire, que le choix du menſonge ou de la 
mendicite, aſſurment il eſt injuſte. Mais la perſecution 


ceſfa.— Qui la fit ceſſer ? . Un ſentiment de honte? les 
larmes des ſujets ? ou bien la crainte qu'inſpira Ventre-. 
_ priſe d'un Davel, enthouſiaſte il eſt vrai, mais enthouliaſe | 
pour le bien public ? -Encore meme 11 regne à Lauſanne 


une ' Inquiſition ſourde. Les noms q Arminien, et de Soci- 
; } 5 
FF | nien 


and inquifitors, deſigned fo make as many . as poſſible, not E 10 : 


fire and ſword, but by threats and depoſition from office. 

In ſupporting the rights of man, I would not carry too far the maxim 
of toleration. It is juſt that public rewards ſhould be beſtowed only on thoſe 
who teach the religion of the public; and thoſe bold innovators, who would 
impart a dangerous light to the people, may very properly be reſtrained by 
the arm of the magittrate. But it ſurely is abſurd, that the ſovereign ſhould 
interfere in theologic minutiæ, and take part warmly in queſtions which 
are incapable of being decided. It is particularly unjuſt, that he ſhould 


impoſe confeſſions of faith on old miniſters, who with to avoid diſputation; _ 


leaving them the miſerable alternative of falſchood or beggary. But this 


perſecution has now ceaſed. What put an end to it? It was not ſhame, 
nor the tears of the people, but the boldneſs of Davel, that meritorjous en- 


thuſiaſt. Even to the preſent day, à ſecret inquiſition ſtill reigns at Lau- 
tanne; where the names of Arminian and Socinian are often mentioned in 


the 


— j 
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nien rempliſfent encore ces lettres od de très honnstes 
gens rendent compte à leurs protecteurs des ſentimens de 


leurs concitoyens; et cleſt ſuivant- ces: indices que tes : 


| places ſe diſtribuent · e tas 
5 viens, non pas Cepuiler ak eindiques ck 
defauts q ſe trouvent dans votre puiſſance legiſlative. 


Paſſons a l' exe cutriee. Celle - ci eſt la force publique, 


comme l'autre eſt la volonté publique. Mais un ſeul 
corps, un ſeul homme, peut delibérer et d&cider pour 
toute une nation. Il ne peut tout ſeul agir pour elle. 
L'adminiftration politique, compoſce d'un nombre infini 
de branches, veut qu'un grand nombre d' officiers, ſoumis 
les uns aux autres, s employent à faire jouer la machine 
A ladue fte le maftre ne peut que donner le mouvement 
general, Les honneurs, et les avantages, que les lois 
attachent à ces emplois, doivent Etre ouverte à tous les 
citoyens, que lens talens et leur Education ont mis en 
Etat de les remplir. Les fardeaux leur font communs 4 
tous, les récompenſes doivent I'ftre auſſi, Un gouverne- 
ment monarchique fatisfait aiſement à ces jufſtes pretenſi- 

| | ons. 


* 
1 . 
. 
N on 0 - 


the letters written by very honeſt people to their patrons of Bern; and offices 
are often given or withheld 3 to the reports made of the ee tenets 
of the candidates. 

Having made theſe ſtrictures on your legiſlature, which by no means ex- 
hauſt the ſubject, I proceed to conſider the defects of your executive power z 
which is the public force, as the legiſlature ought to be the public will. But 
a ſingle council, or a fingle man, may deliberate and reſolve for a whole 
nation; the executive power, on the contrary, requires the exertions of many : 

28 it is compoſed of a great variety of branches, many officers, ſudordinate 
one to the other, muſt actuate the different parts of the machine, to which 
the chief magiſtrate can only communicate the firſt generol moyement. The 
honours and emoluments legally attached to ſuch offices, ought to be open 
to all thoſe citizens who are properly qualified for diſcharging them. Each 
individual, as he hears a ſhare of the public burdens, is entitled al ſo to a 
mare of the public rewards. This juſt arrang gement is eaſily maintained in 


nn, where, with the exception of a few courtiers, who, by being 
| Forpuryally 
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ons. A Vexception de quelques courtiſans, qui appro- | 
cChent la perſonne du prince d'aſſez pres, pour ſubſtituer 
Ia flatterie aux ſervices, tous ſes. ſujets lui ſont 6gaux, 
by PDeſqu'un homme a du werite, ou, fi Von veut de la fa- 
veur, on ne lui demande point sil eſt Normand ou Pro- 
vencal. D' Epernon Etoit Gaſcon; Richelieu, Champe- 

' nois; Mazarin, Romain. Mais dans les ré publiques 
ariſtocratiques, les ſouverains compoſes de toute une vills 
veulent Etre-legiſlateurs en corps, et partager entre eux en 
detail tous les emplois conſiderables. Les talens, les lu- 
mikres, dans votre Pays, ſont inutiles pour quiconque 
n' eſt pas nẽ Bernois, et dans un autre ſens ils ſont égale- 
ment inutiles pour qui l'eſt. Le ſujet ſe voit condamnd 
par fa naiſſance a ramper dans une honteuſe obſcurité. Le 
dé ſeſpoir le ſaiſit; il neglige ce qui ne le peut mener } 
rien, et le grand homme ne devient qu'un homme agré- 
ble. Si je parlois de faire participer les ſujets aux Bailli- 

| ages, les Bernois crieroient. au i facrilege ; les Bailliages 
of 99 0 | Jont 

continually about the prince's perſon, have an opportunity of ſubſtituting 
flattery inſtead of real ſervices, all the inhabitants of the kingdom are treated 
with comparative equity. In France, provided a man has court-favour 
or merit, the queſtion is never aſked whether he comes from Provence or 
Normandy. D'*Epernon was born in Gaſcony; Richlieu, in Champagne 
Mazarine, in- Rome. But in ariſtocratical republics, the citizens of one 
town are not contented with being ſovereigns collectively, . unleſs they indi- 
vidually appropriate all offices of honour or emolument. In the canton of 
Bern talents and information are not of the ſmalleſt uſe to any one who is 
not born in the capital; and in another ſenſe they are uſeleſs to, thoſe born 
there; becauſe they u] make their way without them. Their ſubjects in 
the Pais de Vaud are condemned, by the circumſtances of their birth, toa 
condition of ſhameful obſcurity. They naturally become, therefore, a prey 
to deſpair 3 and neglecting to cultivate talents which they can never enjoy an 
opportunity to diſplay, thoſe who had capacities for becoming great men are 
© contented with making themſelves agreeable companions. Should 1 propoſe 


that. the ſubjects obtained a FRO: to hold che lucrative employments of 
4225 
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ſont le patrimoine de petat, et nous ſommes état. n 


eſt vrai qu'on vous laiſſe les Lieutenances Baillivales; 
mais vous ſavez aſſez qu on y mele. certaines ſtipulations, 


de fagon que, fi le nouveau magiſtrat ne vit 15 em. md 


tems, ſa famille perd au marché. 


Privẽs de reſſources, que reſte-il aux © gentilshommes du 
Pays de Vaud? le ſervice étranger. Mais on na pas 
manque de leur rendregcette carriere des plus Epineu-. 
ſes, et de leur y fermer Vacces des grades un peu Eleves, 
Je ne dirai rien du brillant ſervice- de France. Les de- 
penſes ſont inévitables, et la paye ſi modique que Len- 
ſeigne ſe ruine, le c pitaine vit à peine, et meme le colonel 
ne peut amaſſer. . Ainſi vous devez benir Je ſoin paternel 
du ſouverain qui a dreſſ toutes les capitulations, de ma- 


niere A ne vous point introduire en/tentation. Ne parlons | 
| que du ſervice des Etats Generaux, ſervice plus utile que 
| riant, ou on $'ennuye et s'enrichit. Par le traité de 
1712, le Canton de Berne accorda vingt quatre compag- 


nies, 


* GGUS» roo r rr e 


Baillis, or governors of diſtricts, the ariftcratical families of Rern woulg 
think me guilty of a crime little leſs than ſacrilege. The emoluments of 
te theſe offices form the patrimeny of the ſtate ; and we are the ſtate.” It 


is true, that you in the Pais de Vaud may be deputies to the Baillis; but the 


advantages belonging to that ſubordinate magiſtracy are obtained on certain 
conditions, which, unleſs the holder of the office lives a certain number of 


| yy renders his bargain a very bad one for his family, 


What encouragement is then left for the gentlemen of the Pais de Vaud! ? 
That of foreign ſervice. But to them, even this road to preferment is ex- 
tremely difficult, and to attain the higher ranks is impoſſible. 1 ſpeak not 
ef the brilliant ſervice of France: in that country, expence is unayoidable z 
the enſign is ruined, the captain can ſcarcely live, and the . colonel cannof 
ſave money. You are therefore obliged to the paternal care of the magi- 


ſtrates of Bern, whoſe treaties for ſupplying troops to F rancg do not lead 


you into temptation. Let us only conſider che ſervice of ciolland, a ſe: vice 
more profitable than ' ſhowy, where officers have nothing to do but to grow 
nch. By the treaty of 1712, the Canton of Bern granted the uſe of twenty 

four 


IT vs © ToanD FROM | 
wh 1 leurs ie Puifſances, et promit de permettre 
qu'on en fit toujours des recrues dans leurs Etats. Seize 
| compagnies Etojent deftinces aux Bernois, et les ſouverains | 
| partageoient avec leurs ſujets les huit autre compagnies, : 
dont on daignoit laiſſer Ventr6e ouverte 3 ceux ci: ainſi a 
ne ſuppoſer le cr&dit des Bernois qu'&gal A a celui des ſujets, 
pour parvenir à ces huit dernieres compagnies, ce peu- 
ple roi en poſſederoit toujours vingt, ſur vingt quatre, | 
La proportion eſt honnets, fi Von fait attention qu'il ya 
dans le Canton pres de cent mille hommes « en Etat de porter 
les armes, dont il n'y en a pas huit cens, bourgeois de 
Berne. D'ailleurs les petits bourgeois, A qui ce nom feul 
inſpire de la fierts, aiment mieux croupir dans la miſere I 
Berne, que de fe faire par leur travail un état vraiment 
reſpectable. Ainſi dans toutes ces troupes, je doute qu on 
puiſſe trouver cinquante Bernois qui ne ſoient pasoſſiciers. 
Ces malheurs, me dites vous, ne ſont que pour les gen- 


tilshommes ; c on à dire, your la partie la plus reſpecta- 
boo 


four companies to their High Mightineſſes, and promiſed that they ſhould al- 
ways be allowed to recruit them in their territories. But the command of 
ſixteen of thoſe companies was appropriated by the citizens of Bern, and the 
remaining eight were left common between them and their ſubjects in the 
Pais de Vaud. On the ſuppoſition, then, that the intereſt of both claſſes of 
candidates for thoſe companies is equal, the ſovereign people will obtain four 
out of the eight, and twenty out of the whole twenty-four. This proportion 
appears the more unreaſonable, when it is conſidered that in the canton there 
are above an hundred thouſand men fit to bear arms, of whom ſcarcely eight 
hundred are citizens of Bern. Beſides, the poorer claſſes of citizens, proud 
merely of this title, prefer living in idleneſs at Bern to honourable exertiohs 
abroad, by which they might better | their condition. I doubt, therefore, 
whether fifty citizens of Bern, who are not officers, will be found in the whole 
of the Dutch troops. A 
Theſe inconveniencies, you will tell me, are only felt by men of family; 
that js to ſay, by the moſt reſpectable, but leaſt numerous, portion of the 
community; 


ble, mais Pls moins en des citoyens. IIs Se: 
nouiſſent dans ces maximes générales et égales que vous 
venez d'ëtablir. La tyrannie de vos Baillis s y <Evanouit 
elle auſſi? Le peuple, nom ſi cher à Phumanits, en ſent 
tout le j joug. Je ne vous conterai point des hiftoires de 
leurs oppreflions. Vous me chicaneriez ſar la verits des 
faits, et puis vous me diriez, qu'il ne faut jamais con- 
clure du particulier au général, et vous auriez raiſon. II 
vaut mieux faire ſentir etendue de leur pouvoir, et laiſler 
2 votre connoiflance du coeur humain, à juger de Puſage 
qu'ils en font. Chaque Bailli eſt à la fois chef de la jul... 
tice, de la millice, des finances, et de la religion. Comme 
jage, il decide fans appel juſqu'à la ſomme de cent francs, 
ſomme tres modique pour vous, mais qui fait la fortune 
d'un payſan ; ; et il decide ſeul, car ſes aſſeſſeurs n'ont 
pas voix ponderative. II donne, qu plutôt il vend, 
preſque tous les emplois dans ſon bailliage- Si l'on 
veut appeller de ſes ſentences, il n'y a plus de tribunal à 
Moudon; il faut aller à OREN et ow! payſan veut ſe 


: | | ruiner | 


community; and they diſappear amidſt the general equity and impartiality 
of the public adminittration. But does the ' tyranny. of the bailfs diſappear 
alſo? The people, a name fo dear to humanity, feel the full weight of 
their oppreſſion. I vill not have recourſe to particular examples; 3 bccauſe 
you might call in queſtion the authenticity of facts, or object with reaſon, 
that general concluſions are not to be drawn from particular principles. I 
ſhall be contented with pointing out the extent of their power, and leave to 
your own knowledge of human nature to infer the abuſes with which it muſt 
be accompanied. In his own diftrif every bailiff is at the head of religion, 
of the law, the army, and the finances. As judge, he decides, without appeal, 
al] cauſes to the amount of an hundred franks; a ſum of little importance 
to a gentleman, but which often makes the whole fortune of a peaſant; and 
he decides alone, for the voice of his aſſeſſors has not any weight in the 
ſcale. He confers, or rather he ſells, all the employments in his diſtrict. 
When the injured party wiſhes to appeal from bis ſentence, as there is no 
court of juſtice at Moudon, he is obliged to remove the cauſe to Bern; and 

t | | how 
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rainer 2 la . de la 1 Sei . enten N : 
| "Hire punir ſon tyran, il demande Pentre&e en .confeil. 
LAvoyer Paccorde, peut-tre avec heaucoup dedifficults, et 


e fatigues et de depenſes il parvient à pouvoir 


plaider devant un tribunal lis avec ſon baillif par le ſang, 
et Ts encore par une conformité de forfaits, ou d'intertts,. 
Votre pays eſt Epuiſe par les impöts, tout | modigues 
qui! ils font. DEveloppons cette idée. Pendant que les pays 
"es plus riches de l'Europe s abyment de depenſes et de 
dettes, et mettent en ocuvre' des moyens qui teroient trem- 
bler le plus hardi difipateur, le Canton de Berne et le 
ſeul quĩ amaſſe des treſors. Le ſecret de Vetat eſt fi bien 
garde, qu'il eſt difficile de le deviner. Stanian, ambaſſa- 
deur. d' Angleterre à Berne, qui avoit un eſprit dꝰobſerva· 


non et de grandes facilitss pour ſe bien informer, eſtimoit, 
ily a quarante ans, les ſommes qu'il avoit dans les fonds 


publics de Londres à trois cens milles livres ſterling, ou 
ſept millions, et tout ce qui Etoit reſté dans le tréſor de 
| Berne, ou diſperse dans les autres banques de P Een a 

dix 
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# 
bow few * can bear this 3 But ir his eagerneſs to puniſh his 
tyrant” carries him thither, it is not without many difficulties on his part that 
the Avoyer, or chief magiſtrate, grants him admiffion into the council; z where, 
after all his trouble and expence, he is finally allowed to picad | his cauſe be- 
fore a tribunal, the members of which are connected with his oppreſibr by the 
ties of blood, and ſtill more by a conformity of intereſts and crimes. 

Your taxes, moderate as they are, exhauſt the country. This A nde | 
requires to be explained. While the great kingdoms of Europe, loaded 
with expences and debts, are driven to expedients which would alarm tbe 
wildeſt prodigal, Bern is the only ſtate which has amaſſed a large treaſure. 
The ſecret has been ſo well kept, that it is not eaſy to aſcertain its amount. 
Stanyan, the Britiſh envoy at Bern, a man inquiſitive and poſſeſſed « of 
good means of information, eitimated forty years ago the money belonging 
£2 that republic, in the Engliſh funds, at three hundred thouſand pounds, or 
leven millions of Swiſs Hvres; and the ſums remaining in the treaſury of 


__ or di e Soy the other banks or ſds of Europe, at eighreen 
- 8 hundred | 
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dix bult cens mille livres Kenting, ou quarante trois mil- 
lions. On peut croire que ces treſors n'ont pas dimi- 


nue depuis Van 1722. Le moyen que le Canton em- 2 


ploye Pour s' enrichir eſt tres ſimple. II depenſe beau- 
coup moins qu'il ne regoit. Mais que regoit il? Je Vig- 
nore ;. mais je vais tacher de le deviner. Les douze bail- 
liages du Pays de Vaud rendent dans leurs fix ans, à peu 
pres' cinq cens mille livres de Suifle, les uns portant les 
autres. Le revenu dedouze, peut donc monter à un mil- 
lion de livres de rente. J'ai toujours entendu dire que 


les Baillis prennent le dix pour cent ſar les revenus du | 


ſouverain. Le voila donc ce revenu dun million par an- 
née. En rabattant les cent mille livres des Baillis, je 
compterois encore cent mille écùs pour les charges de 
etat,” ce qui n'eſt point une ſuppoſition batie en Lair. 
Les autre deux cens mille Eciis,” qui dans un autre pays 
fourniroient à Ventretien d'une cour et d'une arm&e, dont 
les depenſes feroient retomber ſur la terre la roſẽe qui en 
Etoit tirEe, vont ici's'enfouir dans les coffies du ſouverain, 

ou 


* 


8 | 
hundred thouſand pounds ſterling, or forty-three millions Swiſs. Theſe trea- 
ſures have not probably diminiſhed fince the year 1722. The Canton en- 
riches itſelf by the ſimple means of receiving much and expending little. 
But what is the amount of its receipts ? I know not, but I will try to diſ- 
cover it. . The twelve bailiwics, or diſtricts, of the Pais de Vaud pay, one 
with another, during the fix years that they are governed by the ſame ma- 
giſtrate, five hundred thouſand Swiſs livres. The contributions, therefore, 
of all the twelve amount to a * of livres annually. I have always 
been told that the bailiffs, or nors, retain ten per cent, on the reve- 
nues raiſed within their reſpective juriſdictions. The million of revenue, 
diminiſhed by an hundred thouſand livres conſumed in the appointments of 
the bailiffs, is reduced to three hundred thouſand crowns ;' of which one 
hundred thouſand may be allowed for the expences of the ſtate, a ſum not 
- choſen at random; and the other two hundred thouſand crowns, which ia 
other countries would be employed in the maintenance of a court and army, 
whoſe incomes would circulate through the general maſs of the people on 
wuom they kad been raiſed, are here buried in the colfers of the ſovereignty, 


or 
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ou fe ede dans les banques umn, et proeaines | 
de V'Europe, pour Etre un jour une preye. a Linfidélité 
d'un commis, ou a ambition d'un conquerant.. Cette 
perte continuelle des eſpoces ẽteint Finduftrie, empeche 
tout effort, qui ne ſe peut faire Gs n en 5 


inſenſiblement le pays. 
- Fels ſont yos] maux,, e En bien! me b 


dez vous, n' avez vous ſondé nos playes que pour en ài- 


gxir la douleur ? Quel conſeil nous donnez vous? Aucun, 
fi vous ne m' avez pas deja. prevenu.. Il y a une voye que 
je puis vous conſeiller, c'eſt celle de la remontrance. Mais 


il y a des maux tellement enracinés dans la conſtitution ö 
d'un état, que Platon lui meme n'eùt pas eſperé du ſucces 


pour une pareille deputation. Ne tiendront ils pas contre 


les remontrances, eux qui ont pu tenir contre deux cens 
ans de fidelits et de ſervices? Il y a un autre remede plus 
prompt, plus entier, plus glorieux: Guillaume Tell vous 


Feũt conſeillé; mais je ne vous le conſeille point. Je 
fais que L'eſprit du citoyen, comme celui de la charite, 


ſoulſre beaucoup, et eſpere longtems. Il connoit les mal- | 


heurs 


or diſperſed through the precarious banks 'of Europe, to become one day a 
prey to the knavery of a clerk, or the ambition of a conqueror. This conti- 


nual abſorption of ſpecie extinguiſhes induſtry, deadens every enterpriſe that 8 8 


requires the aid of money, and gradually impoveriſhes the country. 
Theſe, Sir, are your hardſhips. But 1 think you will ſay to me, „ Have 


« you thus probed our wounds merely to make us feel their ſmart? What 
& advice do you give us ?”* Nore, ' unleſs you have already anticipated 


it. I would indeed/ adviſe you to remonſtrate. But there are evils ſo deeply 
rooted in governments, that Plato himſelf would deſpair of curing them. 
What could you expect to obtain from thoſe maſters by remonſtrances, who 
have remained during two centuries inſenſible to the merit of your faithful ſer- 
vices? There is another remedy more prompt, more perfect, and more glori- 
ous. William Tell would have preſcribed it; 1 do not. I know that the ſpirit 
of a good citizen is, like that of charity, long-ſuffering, and hoping all things. 
The Cit zen is in the right; ſince he krows the evils reſulting from his ſub- 
; miſſion, 


= 


„ 
1 * 
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| heurs attachés à la ſoumiſſion. II i ignore ceux que la r6-. 
ſiſtance pourroit entratner. Vous, qui me connoiſſez, Mon- 
ſieur, vous ſavez combien je reſpecte ces princi pes amis 
de la paix et des hommes. Tribun ſeditieux, je ne cher- 

| cherai jamais a faire ſecouer au peuple le joug de Vauto- 
rits, pour le conduire du murmure, à la {edition ; de la 
ſdition, a Vanarchie , et de Panarchic, peut tre, au deſ- 
potiſm e 

Cependant avec 1a Franchiſe, qui a partout conduit ma 
plume, je vais dEtruire quelques monſtres de Romans, 


qui vous peuvent effrayer. Que vous preferiez le parti 
de Pentrepriſe ou celui du repos, je voudrois que ce fut la 


raiſon, et non le préjugé, qui vous diQat ce parti. | 
Les Bernois ont les droits ſur votre obẽiſſance; vous 


craignez Us leur faire une injuſtice en la retirant. 
r - mn — —ĩů— 

miſſion, but knows not the greater evils which might be produced by his re- 

ſiſtance. You know me too well to be ignorant how much I reſpect thoſe 

principles, ſo friendly to the intereſts of peace and of human kind. T will 

never, in the language of a ſeditious tribune, perſuade the people to ſhake off 


the yoke of authority, that they may proceed from marnar to Gditicn, from 


ſedition to anarchy, and from anarchy perhaps to deſpotiſm. 
Yet, with the freedom which has hitherto guided my pen, I will endeavour 


to deſtroy ſome giants of romance, which might otherwiſe inſpire you with vain 
| terror. Whether you prefer the IS bob ape eee er en 
that reaſon, not prejudice, ſhould dictate your choice. 7 
The magiſtrates of Bern have a. right to expeRt your gbedience: you fear to 
do them wrong in withholding it. $ 
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"Ts penn rio reproaches for your AE; prior] 4 
| for your lilence, however long. I love you too well 
to make you any. Nothing, in my opinion; is ſo: ridicu- 
lous as ſome kind of friends, wives, and lovers, who 
look on no crime ſo heinous, as/the letting flip a poſt 
without writing. The charm of friendſhip is liberty; 
and he that would deſtroy the one, deſtroys, without 
| _ deſigning it, the better half of the other. I compare 
3H | * friendſhip to charity, and letters to alms; the laſt ſig- 
| nifies nothing without the firſt, and very oſten the firſt 
= is very ſtrong, although it does not ſhew itſelf by the 
Mi 7 other. It is not od which is wanting, it is only 
5 opportunities or means. However, one month two 
months — three ee e e months I began not to be 
angry, but uneaſy, for fear ſome accident had happened io 
you. I was often on the point of writing, but was always 
ſtopped by the hopes of hearing from you the next poſt. 
Beſides, not to flatter you, your excuſe is a very bad one. 
Nu cannot enteriain me by your letters. I think I ought 5 
to know that better than you; and I aſſure you that one 
of your plain ſincere letters entertains me more than the | 
' moſt poliſhed one of Pliny or Cicero. 'Tis your heart ng 
Tpeaks, and T look on your heart as Aan better in its 
way than either of their heads. | f 
Out of pure politeneſs I ought to talk of * enen 
* * & before myſelf. I was ſome hours with him in 
this place, that is to ſay, almoſt all the time he was here. 
T find him always * * * always good natured, 
always amuſing, and always trifling, I aſked him ſome 
queſtions about Italy; he told me, he hurried out of 
it as ſoon as He could, becauſe there was no French 


comedy, and he did not love the Italian opera. I let 


e eee P 
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flip ſome words of the pleaſure he ſhould have of. ſeeing 
His native country again, on account of the ſervices he 
could render her in parliament. Ves (ſays he), I want 
<6 vaſtly to be at London; there are three years ſince 
% have ſeen Garrick,” He ſpoke to me of you, and 
indeed not only with conſideration, but with affection. 


Mere there nothing elſe valuable in his character, I 
ſmhould love him, becauſe he loves you. He told me 


be intended to ſee you as ſoon as he ſhould be in En- 


gland; I am glad he has kept his word. I was fo taken 
up with my old friend, that I could not ſpeak a word 


to “ * #* He appeared, however a good ſen- 
ſrble, modeſt” young man. Poor Minorca indeed thus 
loſt ! but poor Engliſhmen who have loſt it! I think the 
ſecond exclamation ſtill ſtronger than the firſt. Poor 
Lord Torrington! I cant help pitying him. What a 
ſhameful uncle he has! I ſhall loſe all my opinion of 
my countrymen, if the. whole nation, Whigs, Tories, 


Courtiers, Jacobites, &. &c. &c. Ec. are not unani- 


mous in deteſting that man. Pray, is there any trutli 
in a ſtory we had here, of a brother of Admiral Byngs 
having killed himſelf out of rage and ſhame? I did 
not think he had any brothers alive. It is thought here 
that Byng will be acquitted. I hope not. Though I do not 


love.raſh judgments, I cannot help thinking him guilty. - 


You aſk me, when I ſhall come into England? How 
ſhould I know it ?* The 14th of June I wrote to my 


father, and ſaying nothing of my return, which I knew 


would have been to no purpoſe, I deſired him to give me 
a fixed allowance of 200l. a- year, or, at leaſt to allow me 
4 ſervant. No anſwer. About a fortnight ago I renewed 


my requeſt ; and L cannot yet know what will be my 


| ſucceſs. I deſign to make a virtue of neceſſity, to keep 


quiet during this winter, and to put in ule all my ma- 
chines 


write > the Rrongeſt, and #4 _ ting pv ls, 


His wife, was ſhe with him? 7 64] 1arriage. 1. 50 
any changement in his way of living ? Is he to be al- 


letter I can imagine to my father. 
no effect, I don tknow,what 1 can do... 


"Ma ee 
| You talk to me of my couſin Ellifog's —_ 


"Pk 


Elliot? - Though you have not ſeen my father yet, Liup- 38 
poſe you have heard of him. How was he in e 


ways at Beriton, or will he come up to London in win- 


ter ꝰ Pray have you ever ſeen my mother- in- law, or heard 


any thing more of her character? Compliments to every 
body that makes me compliments; to the Gilberts, to 
the Comarques, to Lord Newnham, &c. When, you fee. 005 
the Comarques again, aſk them if they did not know, at 
Putney, Monſieur la Mrs and his daughters: perhaps 


you know them yourſelf. I ſaw, them 1 
country; os ob theta very well married. 


The Engliſhman who lodges in our houſe, is nile 
ciable at leaſt for a reaſonable perſon. My health al- 
ways good, my ſtudies pretty good. I underſtand Greek 


pretty well. I have even ſome kind of correſpondence . 


with ſeveral learned men,. with Mr. Crevier of. Paris, 
with Mr. Breitinger of Zurick, and with Mr. Allamand, 


a clergyman of this country, the moſt reaſonable divine T 


I ever knew. Do you never read now,? Iam alittle. 


piqued that you ſay nothing of Sir Charles Grandiſon; £ 


if-you have not read it yet, read it for my fake. Perhaps 
Clariſſa does not encourage you; but, in my opini- 


on, it is much ſuperior to Clariffa. When you habe 
read it, read the letters of Madame de Sevigne to her 

daughter; I dont doubt of their being tranſlated into En- 
Shin. T. + are properly what I. called in the begiopang, - 


'* This Letter is a curious ſpecimen of the degree ir ; which Mr. Gibbon had. ; 


loſt the —_— language in a ſhort. tim. Uh 2 8 
O 


| "yy 
you dont ſay a word, of. who ſhe, is married toe Il it, ip 


2 e I... 


Ni 


nin 4 eee great 
diftance from one another, and continual Themes to get 
together again. All that, won't it pleaſe you? There is 
| ſcarce any thing elſe in ſix whole volumes: and not- 
withſtanding that, ſew people read them without find- 
ing them too ſhort. Adieu my paper is at an end. I 
3 Do it, bon 


4 


5 * Xl. 


Bev. Ds. Wasen ® w Esta oe . 


DE AR $ 12, Waantnoron, nezrSTonnINGTON, Dec. 7th, 17 58, 


I HAVE read nothing for ſome time (and I kept reading 
on till) that has given me ſo much pleaſure as your let- 
ter which [received by the laſt poſts I rejoiceatyour return 
to your country, to your father,and to the good principles of 
truth and reaſon. Had I in the leaft ſuſpected your de- 
fign of leaving us, I ſhould immediately have put you 
upon reading Mr. Chillingworth's Religion of Proteſt- 
ants ; any one page of which is worth a library of Swiſs 
divinity. It will give me great pleaſure to ſee you at 
Waſhington ; where I am, I thank God, very well and 
very happy. I deſire my reſpects to Mr. Gibbon; and 
am, with very great regard, dear Sir, | 
” Tours moſt aſſectionate humble 4 
| Tuo. WALDGRAVE. 
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not like a ſon, 


that I ſhould communicate a | | ; 
nleſs the friend approve 


and all my deſires 
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10 auguſt 
| promiſed 


hog one day 
ived how little a 


tion, eber by talents , could 


meaneſt ſpecies of pri 
norant of, 
deavour. to 


and wy defe 


mention my 800 


on . * renn. 4 en 


1 you be ſurpriſed 


my ſcheme may ene 
m hon bn unes- 


a8 to give * me 
„it was 272 —— de 


ſhort. ex a 
fe talents had not. fallen io my lot. 


ride · Whatever elſe 1 may be ig 


I think I kno# myſelf, 
d qualities without vanity» 
As without repugnance- 1 ſhall foy * 
. | of 


u have treated me, 


all oy thoughts, 


to me, 
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myſelf that by. the means of this 5 
the inſtrument of ſome good to my countij. 


mere virtuous inclina- 


contribute towards that 
mination diſcovered o 
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A the moſt ene uaintance wn bis country and” * 
| language, ſo abſolutely neceſſary to every ſenator. Since 
they may. be. acquired, to alledge my deficiency i in them, 


would ſeem only the plea of lazineſs. But 1 ſhall ay 
with great truth, that 1 never poſſeſſed that gift of ſpeech, - 


24 


the firſt requiſite of an orator, which uſe and labour may 


improve, but which nature can alone beſtow. That my 


temper, quiet, retired, ſome what reſerved, could neither 
acquire popularity,” bear up againſt oppoſition, nor mix 
with eaſe in the crowds of public life. That even my a 
genius (if; you will allow me any) is better qualified 5 
for the deliberate compoſitions' of the cloſet, than for 
the extemporary diſcourſes of the parljament. An un- 
expected objection would diſconcert me; and as Iam 
incapable of explaining 'to others, what I'do' not tho- 
roughly underſtand myſelf, I ſhould be meditating; while 
1ought to be anſwering. Teven want neceſſary prejudi- : 
ces of party, and of nation. In popular aſſemblies, it is of- 
ten neceſſary to inſpirethem ; and never orator inſpired well 

2 paſſion, which he did not feel himſelf. Suppoſe me even 
miſtaken in my own character; to fet out with the repug- 


nance ſuch an opinion muſt produce, offers but an indiffe- 


rent proſpect. But I hear you ſay it is not neceſſary thateve- 
ry man ſhould enter into parliament with ſuch exalted hopes. 
It is to acquire a title the moſt glorious of any in a free 
country, and to employ the weight and conſideration” it 
gives in the ſervice of one's friends. Such motives, 
though not glorious, yet are not diſhonourable; and 
if we had a borough in our command, if you could bring 
me in without any great expence, or if our fortune en- 
abled us to deſpiſe that expence, then indeed I ſhould - 


think them of the greateſt firength. - But with our private 
W is it worth while to purchaſe at fo high a rate, 
575 1 2 E 2 2 #5 5 I ere 3: fs. title, 
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Vith every fellow that can lay out fifteen hündfed 
pounds? Beſides, dear Sir, a merchandiſe is of litt 


nom ſee the drift of this letter. It is to appropriate to 


another uſe the ſum with which you deſtined to bring me 
into parliament ; to employ it, not in making me great, 
but in rendering me happy. I have often heard you y 
yourſelf, that the allowance yon had been ſo indulgent as 
to grant me, though very liberal in regard to your eftate, 
was yet but ſmall, when compared with the almoſt necef- 
ſary extravagancies of the age. · I have indeed found it ſo, 2 
| notwithſtanding a good deal of ceconomy, and an ex- 
emption from many of the common expenſes of youth. 
This, dear Sir, would be a way of ſupplying theſe de- 


| ficiencies, without any additional expence to you.—But I 


forbear.=[f you think my propoſals reaſonable, you want 
no entreaties to engage you to comply wn ons; "0 ONE ; 


wiſe, all will be without effect. 


All that I am afraid of, dear Sir, is, that I ſhould few” 


not ſo much aſking a favour, as this really is, as exafting 
a debt. After all I can ſay, you will ſtill remain the beſt 
judge of my good, and your own circumſtances. Perhaps, 
like moſt landed gentlemen, an addition to my annuity 
would ſuit you better, than a ſum of money given at 
once; perhaps the ſum itſelf may be too conſiderable. 

Whatever you ſhall think proper to beftow upon me, or in 

whatever manner, will be received with equal gratitude. 

J intended to ſtop here; but as I abhor the leaſt ap- 


pearance of art, I think it will be better to lay open my 
whole ſcheme at once. The unhappy war which now de- 
ſolates Europe, will oblige me to defer ſeeing France till a 
peace. But that reaſon can have no influence upon Italy, 


« _ which every ſcholar muſt long t to ſee ; wan 
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lue to the owner, when he is reſolved not to fell it. e 
I ſhould affront your penetration, did I not ſuppoſe you 
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of employing your bounty, I would leave England this 
Autumn, and paſs the Winter at Lauſanne, with M. de 


Voltaire and my old friends. The armies no longer ob- 


- firu& my paſſage, and it muſt be indifferent to you, whe- 
ther Lam at Lauſanne or at London during the Winter, 
ſince I ſhall not be at Beriton. In the Spring I would 
croſs the Alps, and after ſome ſtay in Italy, as the war 


muſt then be terminated, return home through France; to 
live happily with you and my dear mother. I am now 


two-and-twenty ; a tour muſt take up a conſiderable time, 
and though I believe you have no thoughts of ſettling me 
ſoon, (and I am ſure I have not, ) yet ſo many things may 


intervene, that the man who does not travel early. runs a 


great riſk of not travelling at all. But this part of my 
ſcheme, as well as the whole, I ſubmit entirely to ou. 
Permit me, dear Sir, to add, that I do not know whe, 
| ther the complete compliance with my wiſhes could in- 
creaſe my love and gratitude ; but that I am very ſure, no 
refuſal could diminih thoſe ſentiments with which I ſhall .,, 
| Yourmas dul and obedient fon and want 
| 1 men, — 
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COULD, not 3 you a ticket 65 the coronation 
without putting you to the expence of ten guineas, 
8 | But I now ſend you ſometh ing more valuable, which will 
| - coſt you only a groat. ' When will your father or you be 
in town? Defire Becket to ſend me one of your books, 

well bound, for myſelf: all the other copies I gave away, 
a8 Duke Deſenany drunk out ten dozen of Lord Boling- 

broke s Champagne in his abſence—to your bonour * 

dlm. 1 need not tell you that I 1 1 780 

„ affectionately, Ef 

the Major's * your a er 
Turn over, nt and be delighted. very humble ſervant, 
Let your father too read. ac D. MALLET: 


T ai lu avec autant d' avidit6 que de e le bon 

et agreable ouvrage, d' ont Vauteur m'a fait preſent. Je 

. parle comme fi M. Gibbon ne m'avoit pas lous, et meme 

| un peu trop fort. Jai lu le livre d'un citoyen du monde, 
d'un veritable homme de lettres, qui les aime pour elles 

memes, ſans exception ni prevention, et qui joint à beau- 

coup 
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T read with as much eagerneſs as pleaſure the excellent and agreeable work 
with which the author preſented me. I ſpeak as if Mr. Gibbon had not 
praiſed me, and that too warmly, His work is that of a real man of letters, 
who loves them for their own ſake, without exception or prejudice z and 
who unites with much talent the more _ gift of good. ſenſe, and 

| | impartiality 


coup 7'eſprit, i ow Tons hes rare que Feſprit, ainſi | 
qu'une impartialits, qui le read juſte et modeſte, malgré Do 


I impreſſion qu il a du recevoir des auteurs ſans nombre 


di à tas, et ces bien Ius. Pai donc dévoré ce petit 
ouvrage, auquel j je deſirerois de bon cceur une plus grande | 


: Etendue, et que je voudrois faire lire à tout le monde. 
Je temoigne auff à My Lady Hervey, Yobligation que 

je! lui ai; de m' avoir fait connbitre un auteur qui prouve à 

chaque mot, que la littèrature n'eſt ennemie que de P'ig- 


norance et des travers, qui mérite d'avoir des Maty pour 


is, et qui d'ajlleurs honore et fortifie notre langue par 
| Vulage que ſon efpxit « en fait faire; Si j'ẽtois plus favant, 
| 3 'appuyerois s fur le Rue” des FONTS; et for a eren 
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1 thay: e his ee and juſtice rh res the. bias that he 


muſt have receiyed from the innumerable authors whom he has read and ſtudied, 


1 have therefore peruſed, with the greateſt AY, this little bay 4 viſh | 


it was more extenſive, and read univerfally. 
I would alſo expreſs my thanks to Lady Hervey, A 
with an author who proves in every page that learning is hoſtile only to ignorance 
| and prejudice 3 who deſerves to have a Maty for his friend, and who adds ho- 
nour and ſtrength to our language by the uſe which he ſo ably makes of it. 
Were I more learned I ſhould dwell on "WO WW diſcuſſions, and the 
e i 18 
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8 bad wy Clairaut's Alden, and 8 Art books: 'of 
IHopital's Conie Sections. You did not mention the 
Elements of Geometry you had peruſed. Whatever they 
were, whether Euclid's, or by ſome other, you will do 
Well, if you ha ve not applied yourſelf that way for ſome 
time paſt, to go over them again, and render the-conclu- 
bons familiar to your memory. You may defer, home - 
ver, à very critical inquiry into the principles and reaſan- 
ing of geometers, till Dr. Simpſon's new editian of Eu- 
clid (now in the preſs) appears. I would haveyou-ftudy 
that book well; in the mean time recapitulate Clairaut 
And THopital, fo far as you have gone, and then go 
through the remainder of the marquis's book with care. 
The fifth book will be an introduction to the Analyſe der 
| Infiniment petiu; to which I would adviſe you to proceed, 
aſter finiſhing the Conic Sections. The Infiniment. petite 
may want a comment; Crouſaz has written one, but it is 
2 vetted yerformaies : he did not underſtand the firſt 
principles of the ſcience he undertook to illuſtrate ; and 
his geometry ſhews, that he did not underſtand: the firſt 
principles of geometry. There is a poſthumous work of 
M. Varignon's, called Eclairciſſemens fur T Analyſe des 
Infiniment petits. Paris, 1725, 40. This will be oſten 
of uſe to you. However, it muſt be oed, that che no- 
tion of the Tnfiniment petits, or Infinite/imals; us we cill 
them, is too bold an aſſumption, and too reinote ſrom the | 
principles of the ancients, our maſters in geometry; a 
SE ING ; ; 3 | 5 has , 
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e hs } ingenious dig Geben 
date biſhop of Cloyne) to attack the logic of the modern 
mathematicians. | He bas been anſwered by many, but 
by none | fa clearly as. by Mr. Maclaurin, in his Fluxi- 

dom, (2 vols. in 4to,) where you will meet with a collec- 
tion of the moſt. valuable diſcoveries in the mathematical 

Aud phyſico-mathematical ſciences. . 1 recommend this 

| — but whether you ought to read him im- ; 

* - mediately after. M. de 1'Hopical, may be a-queſtion.. 1 
think you may be ſatisfied at firſt with reading his intro- 
— and chap. 1. book. I. of the grounds of the 

Method of Fluxions, and then proceed to . chap. .12. of 

_ Gan $495 to 5 505. incluſive, where he treats 
of the Method of Infinitefimals, ' and of the Limits of 

_ - Ratios. Vou may then, read chap... 1-. book II. $ 697 

to 5 714-incluſivez aud this you may do immediately af- 

ter reading the firſt ſection of the Auahſe des injiniment 
petites or if you - pleaſe, you may poſtpone a critical en- 
quiry into the principles of Infiniteſimals and Fluxions, 

ill you have ſeen the uſe and application of this dos 

trine in the drawing of Tangents, and in finding the © 

Maxima and Minima of Geometrical Magnitudes, * 
nal. des infin. pet. 5ᷓ 2 and 3. 
When you have read the W I Hopital's _ 
ſect. to ſect. 65 incluſive, you may read Maclaurin's 
chap. 2, 3, and 4; where be fully explains the nature 
of theſe higher orders of Fluxions, and applies the notion 
to geometrical figures. Your principles being then firmly 

_ eſtabliſhed; you may finiſh M. de VHopital. ; 
Vour next ſtep muſt. beto the inverſe method of Fluxi- 

ons, called by the French calcul integral. - Monſieur de 
Bougainville has given us a treatiſe upon this ſubject, 
Paris, 1764, 4to. under the title Traits du calcul integral 

pour ſervir de ſuite a Analyſe des infiniment petiis. You 
thouldd have it; but though he explains the methods hi- 
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given Flux ions, or in the French Ayle, pour tFouver tes inte = 
5 grales des differences donntes ; yetas he has not ſhewn'the uſe 
and application of this dectrine, as de I'Hopital did; wich 

reſpect to that part which he treats of, M. de Bougain- 


Ville book is, for that reaſon, not ſo well ſuited to be- 


gianers as could be wiſhed. Vou may therefore take 
Carrè's book in to, printed at Paris, 1700, and entitled, 


Met hade pour la Mefure des Surfaces, Ce: par F Application 


du Cakul integral. Only I muſt caution you againſt de- 
Pending upon him in his fourth ſection, where he treats - 
| ef che centre of oſcillation andpercuſſion; he having made 
feveral miſtakes there, as M. de Mairan has ſhewn, p. 
196. Mem. de F Acad: Royale des Sciences, edit. Paris, 1735. 
Aſter Carré, you may read Bougainville. mo 7 . ad 
I have recommended French authors to you, becauſe 
you are a thorough maſter of that language, and becauſe, 
dy their ſtudying ſtyle and cleameſs of ex preſſion, they 
0 to me beſt adapted to beginners. © Our authors axe 
_ eofter! profound and acute, but their laconiſms, and ne- 
glec of expreſſion, often perplex | beginners. - I except 
Mr. Maclaurin, who is very clear; but then he has ſuch a 
vaſt variety of matter, that a great part of his book is, on 
chat account, too difficult for a beginner. I might recom- 
mend other authors to you, as a courſe of elements; for 
inſtance, you might read Mr. Thomas Simpſon's Geome- 
try, Algebra, Trigonometry, and Fluxions; all which 
contain a great variety of good things. In his Geome- 
try he departs from Euclid without à ſufficient reaſon. 
However, you may read him after Dr. Robert Simſon's 
Euclid, or together with it, and take notice of what is 
new in Thomas Simpſon. His Algebra you may join 
with Clairaut ; and the ratherthat Clairaut bas been ſpar- 
ing of particular problems, and has, beſides; omitted ſe- 
veral uſeful applications of Algebra. Simpſon's Fluxions 


8 LuczerEn Sqvanr. 9 


„r 
= "BE 
* 


TITER 1 42 
WY re ne Og. OT ONT POS 1% Pals hogs 
Lin 6 hag vith PIC Maclaurin, C Carr 
__ a : plays, Af vou come, to have A competent 
| knowledge of - theſe > authors, you, will be far adyanced, 
x and yon may proceed to the works of Newton, Cotes, 


che Uli's, Dr. "Moivre, Sec. as your inclination and 


; time will, permit. Sir Iſaac . Newton's, treatiſe of the 
| Quadratuxe, of Curyes, has been well commented. by. Mr. 


tewart, and is of itſelf a good inflitution of Fluxions. 


1 Sir Lſaac's 8 Algebra i is commented i in ſeveral places by Clai- 


raut, and in more in Maclaurin's 8. Algebra; ; and Newton's 

amous Principia, are explained by the Minims Facquirs 

et le Se: „ Geneva, 4 vols, 4to. Cotes is explained by 

| Dan Walmeſley, in his nahye des Me eſures, Gee Paris, 4to. 

Jou ſee you may find work endugh. But 77 paper bids 
me peer myſelf, dear, . 

Vour moſt obedient feryant, 


ko: Lewis Scorr.. | 
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* 8. — * pave 2 a little * chat the Yours I 
hou, mentioned, excepting Newton's Principia * and the 
occaſional problems i in the reſt, treat only of the abſtract 


Parts of the Mathematics ; and you are, no doubt, willing 


to look. into the concrete parts, or what is called Mixed 
Mathematics, and the Fhyſico- mathematical Sciences. 


Of theſe the principal are, mechanics, optics, and aſtro- 
nomy. As to the principles of mechanics, M. d'Alem- 


bert has recom mended M. Trabaud's Principes du Mouve- 
ment et de I Equilibre, to beginners ; and you cannot do 
better than to ſtudy this book. In optics, we have Dr. 
Smith's Complete Syſtem, 2 vols. 4to. 1 wiſh though, 
we had a good inſtitution, ſhort and clear; the Doctors 
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eyer, you may conſider his firſt Nook or popular Trea- 


ie, a8. an. Infirutign, and you will from thence acquire 
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I. Ie Montier's Inflitutions Aflronemiques,” in gte. Paris, - = 
1746. It is a tranſlation'from Keil's Aftronomical Lev: 
© tures, but with conſiderable additions. Von ſhould alf 
| have Caſfini's Nimm d Aſtronomie, 1 vols. 410.) A 1 
| the phyſical cauſes of the celeſtial motions, after having 
read Maclavrin's account of Sir Ifazc Newton's philoſ- 
phieal Diſcoveries,] and Dr. Pemberton's View of Sir 
Haac's Philoſophy, you may read the great author him 
ſelf, with the comment- But if yon read Maclaurin's 
Fluxions throughout, you will find many points of Sir 
| Haac's philoſophy well explained there. The theory of 
light and colours ſhould be ſtudied in Sir Iſaac himſelf, in 
the Engliſh edition of his Optics, 8vo., there is a branch 
of the optical ſciences which I have hot mentioned, that 
5s, .PerſpeRive. Dr. Brook Taylor's is the beft ſylem, 
but his gyle and expreſſion is embarraſſed and obſrure. 


L'Abb6 de la Callie has alſo given a good treatiſe of Per- 


_  ſpetive, at the end of his Optique: theſe are of uſe to 
- Painters; but the theory of mathematical projection in 
general is more extenſive, and has been well treated of by 
old writers, Clavius, Aguillonius, - Tacquet, and De 
Chules: and lately M. de la Caille has given a memoir © 
among thoſe of the Ard. Roy. des Sciences of Paris, am 
174¹, ſur le calcul des projections ex general. This ſubject 
z neceſlary for the underftanding of the theory of maps 
and planiſpheres. Mathematicians have alſo apphed 
| their art to the theory of ſounds and muſic. Dr. Smith's 
- Harmonics is the principal book of the kind. 
Thus have I given you ſome account of the principal | 
elementary authors in the different branches of mathe- 
matical knowledge, and it were much'to be wiſhed that 9 
we had a complete inftitution, or courſe, of all theſe things _ f 
of a moderate ſize, which might ſerve as an er N 
to wy Loo IE TRICE. - „ee WA this; 
bis 


enen nas bes det is o ne fees, 
of che preſa, beſides fome of his own, that I cannot recom- 
mend. him to a beginner. He might be uſed occafionally: 
for the ſignificativn of terms, and for many hiftorical fats 
relating to mathematics; and, n 
_ 3 — en 1 8 210 


you may proceed to Dr. Sim dbu Conic-BeQiois; And” 
to form an idea of the antient analyſis of method of in- 
veſtigating the ſolution of geometrical problems, read 
Euclid's Data, which Dr. Simſon will publiſh, soge- 
ther with his new edition of Euclid ; and then read his 
Loci Plani, in 4to- The elegance of the method of the 

ancients is confeſſed; but it ſeems to require ihe remem- 

brance of a great multitude of propoſitions, and in com-- | 
plicated problems it does not ſeem . 
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Rowan o Bee to Mrs. Crux, Berion- 


"DEAR MADAM, 5 Peu, February the 22th, 1763. 

O remember our agreement, —ſhort and eee 

letters. The firſt part of the treaty you hawe no 

a of my obſerving. I think I ought not to leave you. = 

any of the ſecond. A propos of treaty.; our definitive 
one was ſigned here yeſterday, and this morning the Duke 
_ of Bridgewater and Mr. Neville went for London with _ 


the news * it. The Plenipotentiaries {at up till ten 
| o'clock 


of Europe dtn Ae pak; i: nant . 46616h — 7 

3 Faris, in moſt geſpects, has fully anſyerec Um expect: 
d .̃aatꝗions. I bave a number of very good, acquz — ; 
1 which. increaſe 6. y day. 3 for- nothing is; fo eafy.as. the 
„ 5 2 ad O01 i n WAP! WE 


Next Sunday, for inſtance, I have only three invitations ; 
ST do dinner. Either in the houſes you are already acquaint- 
E- | ed, you meet with pegple who aſk you to come and ſee, . 
. them, or ſome of your ſtiends offer themſelves. to intro- 
5 duce you. When I ſpeak. of theſe connections. I mean 
1 chiefly for dinner and the evening. Supper, as pet, I am. 
pretty much a ſtranger to, and I fancy hall continue ſo; 
I 2 for Paris is divided into two ſpecies, who have but little 
communication with each other. The one, who is chiefſy, 
=: - conned ed with the men of letters, dine very much at home, : 
3 are glad to ſee their friends, and paſs the evenings till 
| about nine, in agreeable and rational converſation. The | 
7: others are the moſt faſhionable, ſup in numerous parties, 
alnd always play, or rather game, both before and after 
. ſupper. Vou may eaſily gueſs which ſort ſuits me beſt, 
Indeed, Madam, we may ſay what we pleaſe, of the frivo- 
lity of the French, but I do aſſure you, that in a fortnight 
| paſſed at Paris, I have heard more converſation. worth - 
. remembering, and ſeen more men of letters among the 
. 5 people of Tea than I had done in two. or three winters 
8 in London. VAR 19 5 | 
| Amongſt vg acquaintance I cannot help wages 
Helvetius, the author of the famous book de Eprit. 1 
met him at dinner at Madame Geoffrin's, where he took 
great notice of me, made meta viſit next day, bas ever 
lince treated me, not in a polite but a friendly mauner- 
ne ne a en en | Ow: ae 


90 * 
oF e 
8 
9 4 — 0 * 
#:- 11. ; 
FE * 


8 4 


re: een he e 
duſand res a; year, and one of the, 
vet ber e a The only ching I diſlike in him is 
is great attachment to, and admiration for, O * , 
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. charaster is indeed at Paris beyond any thing you þ 
can conceive... To the great civility of this foreigner, who 018 
was hot obliged to take the leaſt notice of me, 1 AG, J | 
contraſt NI ONT CRP... A Lf 
8 75 xs x: RS LE 2 Tas WE . [i 1 
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ban sig, ar 1 152 85 os ban, February 24s 1763 85 
r. RECEIVED your letter about twelve days after its 
1 date, owing, as I apprehend, to, My. Foley's negli- 
een My direction is, à Monſieur Manſieur Gibbon, 
Gentilhomme Anglois a I Hotel de Londres, rue de Colum- 
bier, Fauxbourg St. Germains, 4 Faris. You ſee Lam 
fill in that part of the town; and indeed from all the 
intelligence I could collect, I ſaw. no reaſon to change, ä 
either on account of cheapneſs or pleaſantneſs. Madame 
Bontems, Mrs. Mallet's friend, and a Marquis de Mira- 
beau, (I got acquainted with at her houſe,) have acted 2 
very friendly part; though all their endeavours have only 
ſerved to convince me that Paris is unavoidably a very 
dear place. I am ſorry to find my Engliſh cloaths look 
very foreign, The French are now exceſſively long-waiſl⸗ 
ed. At preſent we are in mourning for the Biſhop of 
Liege, the king's uncle; and expect ſoon another of 2 
ſingular nature, for the old Pretender, who is very ill. 
They mourn for him, not as à crowned head, but as 4 
relation of the King's. lam doubtful how the Engliſh 
here will Pehave; indeed we can have no difficulties, 
ſince we, need 9 follow the example of the Dike of 
e 5 g I have 
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| can ag with cute that it has anſwered my moſt fangnins. 

| abe Patte derbe, the ws if rot pain: of mpGanty' 
and I have already found ſeveral houſes, where it is both 
very eaſy and agreeable to be/acquainted. - Lady Hervey's 
recommendation to Madame Geoffrin was a moſt excellent 
one. Her houſe is a very good one; regular dinners there 
every Wedneſday, and the beſt company of Paris, in men 


of letters and people of faſhion. . It was at her houſe I 


connected myſelf with M. Helvetius, who, from his heart, 
His head, and his fortune, is a moſt valuable man. e 
At his houſe I was introduced to the Baron &Olbach, 
who f is a man of parts and fortune, and has two dinners 
every week. The other houſes I am known in, are the 
| Ducheſs d'Aiguillon's, Madame la Comteſſe de Froujay's, 
Madame du Bocage, Madame Boyer, M. le Marquis de 
Mirabeau, and M. de Foucemagn. All theſe people have 


their different merit; in ſome I meet with good dinners; 


in others, ſocieties for the evening ; and in all, good ſenſe, _ 
entertainment, and civility ; which, as I have no fayours - 
to aſk, or buſineſs'to tranſact with them, is ſufficient for 


me. Their men of letters are as affable and communica- 


tive as I expected. My letters to them did me no harm, 
but were very little neceſſary. My book had been of great 
lervice to me, and the compliments I have received upon 
it would make me inſufferably vain, if I laid any ſtreſs on 

" cham. When I take notice of the civilities I have receiv- 

ed, I muſt take notice too of what I have ſeen of a con- 
trary behaviour. You know how much I always built 
upon the Count de Caylus: he has not been of the leaſt 
uſe to me. With great difficulty I have ſeen him, and 
chat is all. 1 do not, however, attribute his behaviour to 
pride, or diſlike to me, but ſolely to the man's general 
character, which ſeems to be a very odd one. Dela 
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Mm W Het, * has behaved very ry drily % 
ws thovþT ben dine wt him twice. Bar! 1 can for- | 
t deal, in conſideration of his having ne 


rroductd we 0 M. &'Nagny (Mrs. Mallers fon.) Her 


| y angels or devils ; but here I feally | 
think, without being very prone to admiration, that ſhe 
has ſaid very little too much of him. As far as I can 


judge, he” has certainly an uncommon degree of under- 


ſtanding and knowledge, and, I believe, a great fund of 


honour and probity. We are very much together, and 1 


think» our intimacy ſeems to be growing into a friendſhip. : 
Next Sunday we go to Verſailles ; the king's guard is 

ent from Paris, which is relieved every : 
four days; and as he goes upon this command, it is 4 


done by a 


very good occaſion for me to ſee the palace. I ſhall not 


negle&;* at the ſame time, the opportunity of Sy. I_ 


myſelf of the French diſcipline, 


The great news at preſent is the arrival of a very extra- 5 
ordinary perſon from the Ifle of France in the Eaft In- . 


dies. An obſcure Frenchman, who was lately come into 
the iſland, being very ill, and given over, ſaid, that be- 


fore he died he muſt diſcharge his conſcience of a great 


burden he had upon it, and declared to ſeveral people, he 
was the accomplice of Damien, and the very perſon who held 
the horſes. + Unluckily for him, the manrecovered after this 
declaration, was immediately ſent priſoner to Paris, and 5 


is juſt landed at Port Orient, from whence he is daily ex- i 5 


pected here, to unravel the whole myſtery of that dark af- 
fair. This ſtory (Whichat firſt was laughed at) has nowgained 


entire credit, and I apprehend muſt be founded on real fact. 


A lady of Miſs Caryll's acquaintance has deſired me to 


convey the incloſed letter to her. You will be ſo good as 
to ſend it over to Lady-holt. I hope I need ſay nothing 
of my ſentiments towards our friends at Beriton, nor of 


my readineſs to Execute any of their commands here. . 


F any dear Sir, moſt affectionately yours, 
Vor- 1. 3 F. E. G1BBON. 
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DEAR HOLROYD, 4 Boxonzan Rope gr — 4 


UR RV of running about, time taken up with ſeeing 
places, &c; &c.'&c. are excellent excuſes ;. but I 


. tharthifTavinels aid everfiont to welt 
ing to my beft friend-are the real OY, _ Kos 1b 
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ä you will have gueſſed right... Bo 91 pdferic ll fag 5 


We are at this minute in a moſt maghibrent Wie 
the middle of a vaſt lake; ranging about ſuites of rooms 


without a foul to interrupt us, and ſecluded from the reſt 
of the univerſe. We ſhall ſit down in a moment to ſupper 


attended by all the Count s houſehold. This is the fine 


ſide of the medal: turn to the reverſe. We are got here 
Vet to the ſkin ; we have crawled about fine gardens which 


rain and fogs prevented our ſeeing; and if to-morrow 


does not hold up a little better, we ſhall be in ſome doubt 


whether we can ſay we have ſeen theſe famous iſlands. 
Guile ſays yes, and I ſay no. The Count is not here; we 


| have our ſupper from a paultry hedge alehouſe, (excuſe 


the bull, and the ſervants have offered us beds in the * 
lace, purſuant to their maſter's directions. * 
hardly think you will like Turin; the court is old at 
dull; and in that country every one follows the example 
of the court. The principal amuſement ſeems to be, 
driving about in your coach in the evening, and bowing to 


the people you meet. If you go while the Royal Family 


is there, you have the additional Pleaſure of ſtopping to 
falute them every time they paſs. I had that advantage 
fifteen times one afternoon. We were preſented to a lady 
who keeps a public aſſembly, and a very mournful one it 
is ; the few women that go to it are each taken up by their 
ciciſbeo ; and a poor Engliſhman, who can neither talk 

Picdmonto 
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Piedmontois nor play at Faro, ſands by himſelf Fes, 


one of their haughty nobility doing him the honour of 
| ſpeaking. to him. You. muft not attribute this account to 


our not having ſtaid long enough to form connections. 1e 
is a general complaint of our countrymen, except of Lord 


* * ® who bas been engaged for about two years in the 


ſervice of a lady, whoſe long noſe is her moſt diſtinguiſh- 
ing fine feature. The moſt ſociable women I have me, 


' with are the king's daughters. I chatted for about a quart- 


er of an hour With them, talked about Lauſanne, and 

grew ſo very free and eaſy, that I drew my ſnuff- box, 
rapped it, took ſnuff twice (a crime never known before 
in the preſence chamber), and continued my diſcourſe 

in my uſual attitude of my body bent forwards, and my 
fore finger ſtretched out?. As it might however have been 
difficult to keep up this acquaintance, I chiefly employ my 
time in ſeeing places, which fully repaid me in pleaſure 
the trouble of my journey. What entertained me the moſt, 


was the muſeum and the citadel. The firſt is under the 
care of a M. Bartoli, who received us, without any in- 


troduction, in the politeſt manner in the world, and was 
of the greateſt ſervice to us, as I dare ſay he will be to 


you. The citadel is a ſtupendous work; and when you 


have ſeen the ſubterraneous part of it, you will ſcarcely 
think it poſſible ſuch a place can ever be taken. As it is 
however a regular one, it does not pique my curioſity ſo 
much as thoſe irregular fortifications hewn out of the 
Alps, as Exiles, Feneſtrelles, and the Brunette would 
have done, could we have ſpared the time neceflary 
Our next ſtage from Turin has been Milan, where we 


This attitude continued to be characteriſtic of Mr. Gibbon. T he en grav 
ing in the frontiſpiece of the Memoirs is taken from the kgure of Mr. Gibbo 
cut with ſeiſſars by Mrs. Brown thirty years after the date of this letter. The 
extraordinary talents of this lady have furniſhed as' complete a likeneſs of Mr 
Gibbon, as to perſon, face, and manner, as can be conceived ; yet it w as don 
in his abſence. S. . | h 

9 | were 


Beere mere a. as it was not _—_ while to endes 


vour at forming connections for ſo very few days. I think 


5 you will be ſurpriſed at the great church, but infinitely | 


more ſo at the regiment of Baden, which is in the citadel, 


inconvenient to travel like mutes, and to loſe a number of 


to do hp lame. _ 190 


e May 18th, * 


Tux next morning was not fair, but however we were. 


able to take a view of the iſlands, which, by the help of 


„ [ 


Such ſteadineſs, ſuch alertneſs in the men, and ſuch 
125 exactneſs in the officers, as exceeded all my expecta- 

tions. Next Friday I ſhall fee the regiment reviewed by 
eral Serbelloni. . Perhaps 1 may write a particular, 
- letter about i it. From Milan we proceed to Genoa, and 
thence to F lorence. You ftare—But really we find it ſo 


curious things for want of being able to aſſiſt our eyes with 
dur tongues, that we have reſumed our original plan, and 5 
leave Venice for next year. I think I * adviſe you. 


ſome imagination, we conclude to be a very delightful, | 


though not an enchanted place. I would certainly adviſe 
you to go there from Milan, which you may very well 


perform in a day and half. Upon our return, we ſound 


Lord Tinley and ſome other Engliſh in their way to Ve- 


nice. We heard a melancholy piece of news from them: 
1 Byng died at Bologna a few days ago of a fever. I am 


ſure you will be all very ſorry to hear it. 

We expect a volume of news from you in relation to Lau- 
ſanne, and in particular to the alliance of the Ducheſs 
with the Frog. Is it already concluded ? How does the 


bride look after her great revolution? Pray embrace her 


and the adorable, if you can, in both our names; and 
aſſure them, as well as all the Spring*, that we talk of 
them very often, but particularly of a Sunday; and that 


we are ſo dilconſolate, that we have neither of us com- 


F The ſociety of "Po _ mentioned in the Memoirs. 
menced 
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meneed ciciſbeos as yet, whatever we may do at Florence. 
We have drank the Ducheſs's health, not forgetting the 
little woman on the top of Mount Cenis, in the middle 
of the Lago Maggiore, &c, &c. I expect ſome account 


of the ſaid little woman. Whd is my ſucceſſor? I think 
* * had began to ſupplant me before I went. I 


expect your anſwer at Florence, and your perſon at Rome; ; 
which the 4,000 grant. Amen. 


Ay"; - 


Ar. GIBBON f Mr. HoLROYD, at Berk. * 
DEAR HOLROYD, -  BxenrTon, October 31ſt 1765, 


W did I not leave a letter for you at Marſeilles ? 
For a very plain reaſon : becauſe I did not go 
to Marſeilles. But, as you have moſt judiciouſly added, 
why did not I ſend one? Humph. L[ own that non- 


pluſſes me a little. However, hearken to my hiſtory. 


After revolving a variety of plans, and ſuiting them at 


well as poſſible to time and finances. Guile and I at 


laſt agreed to paſs from Venice to Lyons, ſwim down 
the Rhone, wheel round the ſouth of France, and em- 
bark at Bourdeaux. Alas! At Lyons I received letters 
which convinced me that I ought no longer to deprive 


my country of one of her greateſt ornaments. Unwil- | 


lingly I obeyed, left Guiſe to execute alone the remain- 
der of our plan, paſſed about ten delicious days at Pa- 
ris, and arrived in England about the end of June, 
Guiſe followed me about two months afterwards, as I 
was informed by an epiſtle from him, which, to his 
great aſtoniſhment, I immediately anſwered. You per- 
ceive there is ſtill ſome virtue amongſt men. Exempli gra- 
tid, your letter is dated Vienna, October 12th, 1765; it 
made its appearance at Beriton, Wednelday evening, 
October the 29th. I am at this preſent writing, ſitting 
in my library, on Thurſday morning, between the hours 


of 
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IF twelve and one. I have ventured to ſuppoſe 7. 
Kill, at Berlin; ; if not, I preſume you take care 
that your letters ſhould follow you. This ideal march 
to Berlin is the only one I can make at preſent. I am 
under command; and were I to talk of a third ally 
as yet, I know ſome certain people who would think 1 It 
juſt as ridiculous as the third fally of the renowned 
Don Quixote. All I ever hoped for was, to be able to 
take the field once more, after lying quiet a couple of 
years. I muff own that yaur executing your tour in ſo | 
complete a manner gives me a little ſelfiſh r 
make a ſummer's eſcape to Berlin, I cannot hope for 
the companion I flattered myſelf with. I am ſorry how- 
ever I have ſaid ſo much; but as it is difficult to en- 
creaſe your Honour's proper notions of your own perfec- 
tions, I will een let it ſtand. Indeed I owed you ſome- | 
thing for your account of the favourable reception my 
book has met with. I ſee there are people of taſte 
at Vienna, and no longer wonder at your liking it. Since 
the court is ſo agreeable, a thorough reformation muſt 
haye taken place, The fliffneſs of the Auſtrian etiquette, 
and the haughty magnificence of the Hungarian princes, 
muſt have given way to more civilized notions. Vou 
have (no doubt) informed yourſelf of the forces and re- 
venues of the empreſs. * I think (however unfaſhiona- 
bly) we always eſteemed her. Have you loſt or improved 
that opinion. Princes, like pictures to be admired, muſt 
be ſeen in their proper point of view, which is often a 
pretty diſtant one. I am afraid you will find it peculi- 


arly ſo at Berlin. 

I need not deſire you to pay A moſt minute attention to 
the Auſtrian and Pruſſian diſcipline. You have been bit 
by a mad ſerjeant as well as myſelf; and when we meet, 
we ſhall run over every particular which we can approve, 
blame, or imitate. Since my arrival, I have aſſumed the 
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Sond character of Major, received returns, iſſued orders, 
&c. Kc. &c. I do not intend you ſhall have the honour 
of reviewing my troops next ſummer. Three fourths of 
the men will be recruits; and during my pilgrimage, diſ- 
cipline ſeems to have been relaxed. But I ſummon you to 
fulfil another engagement. Make me a viſit next ſummer. 
You will find here a bad houſe, a pleaſant country in 
ſummer, ſome books, and very little Arange company. 
Such a plan of life for two or three months muſt, I ſhould 
imagine, ſuit a man who has been for as many years 
ſtruck from one end of Europe to the other like a tennis- 
ball. At leaſt I judge of you by myſelf. I always loved 
a quiet, ſtudious, indolent life; but never enjoyed the 
charms of it fo truly, as ſince my return from an agreea- 
ble but fatiguing courſe of motion and hurry. However! 
ſhall hear of your arrival, which can ſcarcely be ſo ſoon 
as January 1766, and ſhall probably have the misfortune 
of meeting you in town ſoon after. We may chen ſettle 
any plans for the enſuing campaign. 

En attendant, (admire me, this is the only 4 of fo- 
reign lingo I have imported into this epiſtle if you had 
ſeen that of Guiſe to me!) let me tell you a piece of Lau- 
ſanne news. Nanette Grand is married to Lieutenant- 
colonel Prevot. Grand wrote to me; and by the next 
poſt I congratulated both father and daughter. There is 
exactneſs for you. The Curchod (Madame Necker) L 
ſaw at Paris. She was very fond of me, and the huſ- 
band particularly civil. Could they inſult me more cruel- 
ly ? Aſk me every evening to ſupper ; go to bed, and 
leave me alone with his wife—what an impertinent ſecu- 
rity! it is making an old lover of mighty little conſe- 
quence. She is as handſome as ever, and much genteel- 
er ; ſeems pleaſed with her fortune rather than proud 
of it. I was (perhaps indiſcreetly enough) exalting 
Nanette dllens s good * and the fortune. What for- 

tune 


e urs 10 AND FROM | 


| 1 (ald me, wich an air of $10" TEIN . 
twenty thouſand livres a-year, I ſmiled, and ſhe caught 
herſelf immediately. “ What airs T give myſelf in de- 
. © ſpiſing twenty/tliouſand Jivres a-year, who a year ago 
4 looked upon eight hundred as the ſummit of my wiſhes.” 
I muſt end this tedious ſcrawl. Let me hear from you: 
1 think I deſerve it. Believe me, Dear Holroyd, I ſhare 
in all your pleaſures, and feel all your misfortunes. Poor | 
Bolton! I faw it in the newſpaper. Is Ridley with you ? 
I ſuſpe& not: but if he is, afſure him I do not forget him 
+ though he does me- Adieu; and believe me, moſt af- 


ne, yours, | 


„We. 208. 1 
Few GIBBON . to J. Hor.novp Z. 
© DEAR HOLROYD, | uren, April 29, 2767, 
þ HAPPENED to-night to ſtumble upon a very odd 
1 piece of intelligence in the St. James's Chronicle ; it 
related to the marriage of a certain Monſieur Olroy*, hw 
merly Captain of Huſſars. I do not know how it came 
into my head that this Captain of Huſſars was not 
unknown to me, and that he might poſſibly be an 
acquaintance of yours. If Iam not miſtaken in my 
conjecture, pray give my compliments to him, and 
tell him from me, that I am at leaſt as well pleaſed that 
he is married as if I were ſo myſelf. Aſſure him, howe- 
ver, that though as a philoſopher I may prefer celibacy, 
yet as a politician. I think it highly proper that the ſpe- 
cies ſhould be propagated by the uſual method; aſſure 


FE. bin gon Junior 


, him even that | am convinced, that if celibacy is expoſed 


to fewer miſeries, marriage can alone promiſe real happi- 
neſs, ſince domeſtic enjoyments are the ſource of every 
OY good. May ſuch happineſs, which is beftowed on 


The _ was ſo ſpelt in the ien 


be, 
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a be given to him; ; the tranfient bleſſings of beauty, ; 
and the more durable ones of fortune, 4. ſenſe and an 
amiable diſpoſition. | _ 
L can eaſily conceive, and as eaſily exculs you, if you | 
- fave thought mighty little this winter of your poor ruſti- 
- cated friend. I have been confined ever ſince Chriſtmas, 
and confined by a ſucceſſion F very melancholy occupa- 
tions. I had ſcarcely arrived at Beriton, where I pro- 
© poſed ſtaying only about a fortnight, when a brother of 
Mrs. Gibbon's died unexpectedly, though after a very 
long and painful illneſs. We were ſcarcely recovered 
from the confuſion which ſuch an event muſt produce in a 
family, when my father was taken dangerouſly ill, and 
with ſome intervals has continued ſo ever ſince, 1 can 
aſſure you, my dear Holroyd, that the ſame event ap- 
pears in a very different light when the danger is ſerious 
and immediate; or when, in the gaiety of a tavern din- 
ner, we affect an inſenſibility that would do us no greay 
| honour were it real. My father is now much better ; 2 
but I have ſince been affailed by a ſevere ſtroke— the loſs 
of a friend. Vou remember, perhaps an officer of our 
militia, whom I ſometimes uſed to compare to yourſelf. 
Indeed the compariſon would have done honour to any 
one. His feelings were tender and noble, and he was 
always guided by them: his principles were juſt and ge- 
nerous, and he acted up to them. I ſhall ſay no more, 
and you will excuſe my having ſaid ſo much, of a man 
with whom you were unacquainted ; but my mind is juſt 
now ſo very full of him, that I cannot eaſily talk, or 
even think, of any thing elſe. If I know you right, you 
will nt be offended at my weakneſs. _ 
What rather adds to my uneaſineſs, is the neceſſity I 
am under of joining our militia the day after to-morrow. 
Though the lively hurry of ſuch a ſcene might contribute 
to divert my ideas, yet every circumſtance of it, and the 
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place fell, 8 was that of his relidence,) © will give 
me many a Painful moment. I know nothing would bet- 


ter raiſe my ſpirits than a viſit from you; the requeſt may 
appear unſeaſonable, but I think I have heard you ſpeak. 


of an uncle you had near Southampton. At all events, I 
hope you will ſnatch a moment to write to me, and give 
me ſome account of your preſent ſituation and future de- 


 figns. As you are now fettered, I ſhould expect you 
Will not be ſuch a hic et ubique . as you have been ſince 
your arrival in England. I ſtay at Southampton from the 


firſt to the twenty-eighth of May, and then propoſe 
making a ſhort viſit to town: if you are any where in 


the neighbourhood of it, you may depend upon ſeeing 
me. I ſhall then concert meaſures for ſeeing a 


little more of you next winter, than I have Iately done, 
as I hope to take a pretty long ſpell in town. I ſuppoſe 


Guiſe has often fallen in your way : de has never once 
written to me, nor I to him: in the country we want ma- 


terials, and in London we want time. I ought to recol- 
lect, that you even want time to read my unmeaning 
ſcrawl. Believe, however mydear Holroyd, that-it is the 


lincere expreſſion of 5 heart Frey yours, h 


Ns. XX. 
Epwary Grzzox Ed to J. B. Horkorp Ei. 
DEAR HOLROYD, - - Bxx1ToN, bes 6 ts. 


I RECEIVED your agreeable miſſive about two days 
1 ago; and am glad to find that, after all your errors, 
you are at laſt a ſettled man. I do moſt ſincerely regret 
that it is not in my power to obey your immediate ſum- 
mons. Some very particular buſineſs will not at preſent 
permit me to be long abſent from Beriton. The ſame 
buſineſs will carry me to town, about the fixth of next 


*®* The motto of the regiment called Royal Forciters, in which Mr. Holroyd 
had been Captain. 
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| "ant; for ſome days. On my return, I do larry hope 
and intend to ſtorm your caſtle before Chriſtmas, as I pre- 
ſume you will hardly remove ſooner.” I ſhould be glad 
to meet Cambridge; but the plain diſh of friendſhip will 


fatisfy me, without the ſeaſoning of Attic wit. Do you 


know any thing of Guiſe ? Have you no inclination to 
Jook at the Ruffans? We e a | bed at ou ſervice. 
| os; 


o ah. 


| Preſent my fincere reſpects to thoſe who are e dear to vou; . | 


believe a, they are ſo to me. 
"The Same to the 88 


DEAR HOLROYD, ; Cake „ 255 , 176g. a 
SOM dæmon, the enemy of friendſhip, ſeems to have 
determined that we ſhall not meet at Sheffield- Place. 

I was fully reſolved to make amends for my lazy ſcruples, 


and to dine with you to-morrow ; when I received a, let- > 


ter this day from my father, which irreſiſtibly draws me 
to Beriton for about ten days. The above-mentioned 
dzmon, though he may defer my projects, ſhall- not 


however diſappoint them. Since you intend to paſs. 
the winter in retirement, it will be a far greatre compli- 
ment to quit active, gay, political London, than the 


drowſy deſart London of the holidays. But I retract. 
What is both pleaſing and ſincere, is above that n 
tuted word compliment. Believe me. | 
Mloſt ſincerely yours. | 
p . 1 bw the compliments of the N cc. Kc. 


Ne. XXII. 


Th Same to the Same. 
DEAR HOLROYD, | Otober. 6, 1771. 
1 SIT down to anſwer your epiſtle, after taking a very 


plealznt ride A ride! and upon what? Upon a 
horſe.— 


. 


P 
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| horſe:—Tou lie\—1 don't have got adroll little poner, 
and intend to renew the long forgotten practice of equita - 


| tion, as it was known in the world before the ſecond of 


June of the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and ſixty-three. As I uſed to reaſon againſt riding, 
fo I can now argue for it; and Indeed the principal uſe I 
know in human reaſon is, when called upon, to furniſh 
arguments for what we have an inclination to do. 
What do you mean by preſuming to affirm, that Tam 
of no uſe here? Farmer Gibbon of no uſe ? Laft week I 
| fold all my hops, and I believe, well, at nine guineas a 
| Hundred, to a very reſponſible man. Some people think 
I might have got more at Weyhill Fair, but that would 
have been an additional expence, and a great uncertainty, 
Our quantity has diſappointed us very much; but I think, 
that beſides hops for the family, there wi; not be leſs 
than $o0l. ;—no contemptible ſam off thirteen ſmall acres, 
and two of them planted laft year only. This week I let a 
little farm in Petersfield by auction, and propoſe raiſing 
it from 251. to 350. * aunum: 1 Farmer c of no 
ule ? 
© To be ferious ; ; 1 have but one reaſon for "efiting your 
Invitation and my own withes ; that is, Mrs. Gibbon Tleft 
nearly alone all laſt winter, and ſhall do the ſame this. 
She ſubmits very cheerfully to that ſtate of ſolitude ; but, 
on ſounding her, I am convinced that ſhe would think it 
unkind were I to leave her at preſent, I know you ſo 
well, that I am ſure you will acquieſce* in this reaſon ; 
and let me make my next viſit to Sheffield Place from 
town, which I think may be a little before Chriſtmas, 
I ſhould like to hear ſomething of the preciſe time, du- 
ration, and extent hes FM intended tour into Bucks. 


Adieu. 


' I have no anſwer, or if I hear that your journey to Den- 
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＋ * in dannn me to reproach a dilatory correſ- 1 
- pondent ; Quis tulerit, Groechos de ſeditione querenies ? | | | 

| eſpecially when that' correſpondent had given me hopes | . 
of undertaking a very troubleſome expedition for m & 1 
ſole advantage. Vet thus much I may fay, that I am 
obliged very ſoon to go to town upon other-buſineſs, which, 1 
in that hope, I have hitherto deferred. If by next Sunday 1 1 


=_— _ 8 
n 
ATR CH, bo 


ham is put off /ine die, or to a long day, I ſhall on Mon- 1 
day ſet. off for London, and wait your fugure will wits | ' 
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EpwarD Gizzon Eſq. to Joun Baxzz Hoxnory Hi 
| | Sheffield-Place. . 


| DEAR HOLROYD, „ eee 


"PHE ſudden change from the eier of Sheffield- 
Place to the irregularities of this town, 'and to the 


wicked. company of Wilbraham, Clarke, Damer, &c. 
having deranged me a good deal, I am forced to employ 
one of my ſecretaries to acquaint you with a piece of 
news I know nothing about myſelf. It is certain, ſome 
extraordinary intelligence is arrived this morning from 
Denmark, and as certain that the levee was ſuddenly pre- 
vented by it. The particulars of that intelligence are va- 
rioully and: obſcurely told. It is faid, that the king had 
raiſed a little phyſician to the rank of miniſter and Gany- 
mede ; ſuch a mad adminiſtration had ſo diiguſted all the 
e, 
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King in his palace. 4a Reine ſe: trouve milſe la dedans ; 
it-is reported that ſhe is confined, but whether in conſe- 


quence: of the inſurrection, or ſome other cauſe, is not 


agreed. Such is the rough draft of an affair that nobody 


yet underſtands. mne 


e. Se ef of Seth 3 88 800d, r MN 

e e win e Eis nenne, Yee. 
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n reges, ES. 1 J. B. HoLnovs EGG. 
Boobs, 10 o'clock, Monday night, Feb. 3, 177% | 


J- LOVE; honour, and reſpect, every member of Shef- 
field-Place; even my great enemy * Patch, to whom you 


will pleaſe to convey my fincere wiſhes, that no impleton 


may wait on him at dinner, that his wiſe papa may not 
ſhow him any pictures, and that his much wiſer mamma 


may chain him hand and foot, in direct mona to 


hays Charta and the bill of rights. 

It is difficult to write news, becauſe there is none. Par- 
Hametit is perfectly quiet; and I think that Barré, who 
is juſt now playing at whiſt in the room, will not have. 
exerciſe -of the lungs, except, perhaps, on a meſſage 
much talked of, and ſoon expected, to recommend it to 
the wiſdom of the Houſe of commons to provide a pro- 
per future remedy againſt the improper marriages of the 


younger branches of the Royal Family. The noiſe of 
*** * is ſubſided, but there was ſome foundation for 


it. * * * ® ®'s expences in his bold enterprize were 
yet unpaid by government. The hero threatened, aſſumed 
the patriot, received a ſop, and again ſunk into the cour- 
tier. As to Denmark, it ſeems now that the king, who. 
was totally unfit for government, has only paſſed from 
| the hands of his queen wife, to thoſe of his queen mo- 


2 The name by which the child called himſelf. 
ther-in-law. 


| EDWARD GIBRON TE : 447 
der in. hy / * „ 18 faid to have indulged a very vague 
taſte in her amours. She would not be admitted into the 
Pantheon, whence the gentlemen Proprietora, exclude all 
Beau ty, unless unſpotted and immaculate (tautology by 
the bye). De gentlemen proprietors, on the other hand, 
are friends and patrons of the leopard beauties. Adver- 
tiſing challenges have paſſed between the two great facli- 
ons, and a bloody battle is expected Wedneſday night. 
A propos, the Pantheon, in point of ennui and magnifi- 
cence, is the wonder of the eighteenth century and of the 
Britiſh empire. Adieu. N 
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The Same to the Same. 

| Boom x 5, Saturday Alt, I Feb. 8, 1772. 

Tisven it is very late and the bell tells "ms that I 
have not above ten minutes leſt, I employ them with 
pleaſure in congratulating you on the late victory of our 
dear mamma the Church of England. She had laſt 
Thurſday ſeventy-one rebellious ſons, who pretended to 
ſet aſide her will on account of inſanity : but two hun- 
dred and ſeventeen worthy champions, headed. by Lord 
| North, Burke, Hans Stanley, Charles Fox, Godfrey 
Clarke, &c. &c. &c. though they allowed the thirty-nine 
clauſes of her teſtament were abſurd and unreaſonable, 
ſupported the validity of it with infinite humour. By 
the bys, TOE prepared himſelf for that holy 
war, by paſſing twenty-two hours in the pious exerciſe of 
hazard; his devotions coſt him only about geol. per 
hour—in all 1 0col., * * ® ® loft goool. This is 
from the beſt authority. I hear too, but will not warrant 

it, that * , by way of paying his court to“ # * , 
has loſt this winter 1 2,000)... How I long to be ruined! : 
There are two county conteſts, Sir Thomas Egerton and 
Colonel Townley in Lancaſhire, after the county had for 
{ome time gone a-begging. In Salop, Sir Watkin, ſup- 
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Hp == by Lord WE 3 bya aF {2 fos | 
15 blige Lord Craven, who told us laſt night, that, he had dot 
quite goool. aryear in that county, and who has ſet up 
PFigot againſt him. You may ſuppoſe we al Tu or * 
1 Amighty againſt that black govits 5h 
Ian ſomx your journey is deferred. W en AGE Fay: 
1 5 Datch. As he is now in durance, great minds ſorgive 
Wit their enemies, and I hope he may be OE Is this tina, 
| 'F Coming, Sir. Adieu. 
fl Tou fee the Princeſs of W. is gone. Ho pes 
| | fays, it is believed the cara om has taken the ſame | 
| 


Journey. 
| No. XXVII. 

i | Evpwand Gin 2 5 B. Horaors: Bl. -; 
© DEAR HOLROYD, | : £ Lenos, Feb. 13, n. - 


Tz papers and plans aired. fafe in town. laft night, 
and will be in your hands in their intact virgin ſtate 


in a day or two. Conſider them at leiſure, if that word 

18 known in the rural life. Unite, divide, but (above all). 
raiſe. Bring them, to London with you: I wait your or- 
ders; nor ſhall I, for fear of tumbling, take a ſingle ſtep; 
till your arrival, which, on many accounts, I hope will 5 
not be long deferred. | 
Clouds ſtill hover over the horizon of Denmark. The 
public circumſtances of the revolution are related, and, F: 
underſtand, very exactly in the foreign papers. The ſecret 
ſprings of it ſtill remain unknown. The town indeed ſeems. 

at pre ſent quite tired of the ſubject. The Princeſs's death, 
her character, and what ſhe left, engroſs the converſation. 
She died without a will; and as her ſavings were gene- 
rally diſpoſed of in charity, the ſmall remains of her 
perſonal fortune will. make a trifling object when divided 
among her children. Her favourite the ' Princeſs of B. 
very properly inſiſted on the king's immediately ſealing 

. _ vp 


1 bee unser aa. . 2 
ng —— — 
monſter. Tue Bulitiels ef Led end Lady *'# *#® 
' 46niprotiifed, by thi arbitratien of the Chan- 
cellor and Ted rg Ane neee 
1 — ber Duſbend, who has 
already beſtowed on the public ſeventy young | beauties, 


Bas coneeived i violent but hopeleſs paſſion for his chafte 
moiety. ELLE EEE EEE EEE EET. 


(+++ + # # *% + Lord Cheſterſieldis dying County ; 
hn TO. fn gr | | 
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71 Save to the. Same. | 
DEAR a HOLROYD, 33 2 Feb 21, . , 
4 „ 4 „ 3 „ 111 1 L * 


Howavas, notwithſtanding my indighation, I will 
employ five minutes in 2 you two or three recent pie- 
ges of news. 

1. Charles Fox is oc 885 3 is e 
attempting to pronounce the words, country, liberty, corrup- 
tion, &.; with what ſueeeſa, time will diſcover. Veſter- 
day he reſigned the admiralty. The ſtory is, that he 
could not prevail on miniſtry to join with him in his in- 
tended repeal of the marriage a@, (a favourite meaſure of 
his father, who oppoſed it from its origin,) and that Char- 
les very judiciouſly thought Lord Holland's friendſhip i im- 
ported him more than Lord North's. 

2. Yeſterday the marriage meſfage eame to both Houſes 
of Parliament. You will fee the words of it in the pa- 
pers: and, thanks to the ſuhmiſſrre piety of this 3 | 


it is hoped that # # ## # # #*# #4 * 5, 5 
Vol. I. f 0 | 3. To 


* * ere 
** * 
- 4 * 
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N ee — Townſhend moved har (the: 
ſermon of Dr. — who preached before: the Houſe: 
on the 36th of } „(id of, before-the:Speaker and: 
four members;) | tia burnt by the common hangman; 

aini arbitrary, tory, high · flown doctrines. The 
Houſe was nearly agreeing to the motion, still they recol 
lected that they had already thanked the Preacher for his 


* * 4 2 


excellent diſcourſe, and ordered it to be printed. Knowell's 
-» bookſeller is much obliged | to the. Right Honourable 


Tommy: Townſhend. __ . 
When do you come to town ? *+ want money, uf a 
tired of flicking to che earth by a Toots. Embyaſſs . 


45 ma part, &e. Adi eu | 12 V 

| ' | Eyer 1 yours. | 3 
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DEAR: ' MADAM, 


HAVE-advanced with ſome care ! esch In 
gaining an idea of the Lenborough eſtate, The tenants 


art at vill, and, from a compariſon of my Tents with the 

neighbouring ones, particularly Lord. , there is Is 

: 18 probability that my eſtate is much 2 M 
Ariend Holroyd, who is a moſt invaluable counſellor, i 15 
ſtrongly of that opinion. Sir? * is juſt come 

home. I am ſorry to ſee many alterations, and little im- 

provement. From an honeft wild Engliſh buck, he is 

: grown a philoſopher... Lord * *, # *. diſpleaſes every 

body by the aſſectation of e the young baronet 


diſguſts no leſs by the aſſectation of wiſdom. He ſpeaks 


in ſhoxt ſentences, quotes Montagne, ſeldom miles, ne- 
ver laughs, drinks only water, profeſſes to command 12 
paſſions, and intends to 3 in five months. The two 
” 5 N lords, 


—— 


„ his uncle, as well as , attempt to ſhew 

| bim, that ſuch behaviour, even were it reaſonable, does 
not ſuit this country, He remains incorrigible, and is 

every day loſing ground in the good opinion of the public, 

which at his firſt arrival ran firongly in his favour- 
Deyverdun is ee ee een e. 
hag N Nen e eK 
EY: 1 108 dear Madam, &e. Sc. Se. 1 2 
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| Ne. XXX. | = 
Epwany GrnoN Eſquire to J. B. Hottorn Bits,” 
DA HOLRO v D, . Patt MALL, May. 26, 1773. 


1 you lived nearer, or even that you could pals 
a week at Beriton. When ſhall you be at Richmond, 


or would there be any u/c.in my going down to Sheffield 
for a day or two? In you alone I put my truſt, and 
without yo I ſhould: be perplexed, diſcouraged, and 


rough bait. _ 
I dined the other day with Mr. Way at Boodle s. He 
told me, that he was juft going down to Sheffield Place. ' 
As he has probably. unladen all the politics, and Mrs. 
Way all the ſcandal of the town, I ſhall for the preſent only 
ſatisfy myſelf with the needful ; among which I ſhall 
always reckon my fincere compliments to Madame, and 
” profound 3 for Mfr. Datch. 
I am, dear H. 
| Truly yours. | 

| Itis confidently afferted that the Emperor and King of 
Pruſſia are to fun for very deep ſtakes over the Poliſh 
courſe. if the news be true, I back Auſtria againſt the 
aged horſe, provided little Laudohn rides the ral 


NM. B. Croſing and Jjofiling e 
262 
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frightened ; for not a ſingle fiſh has yet bit at the Lenbo. # 


ons 
ve one een v ue. mae 
© ab 4a; FIT bony ee appn- + 


Ju: is not any event which could have afſefed. 00 
with greater ſurpriſe and deeper concern, than the 
neus in laſt night's paper, of the death of our poor little 
amiable friend Mafter Holroyd, whom I loved, not only 
for his parents fake, but for his own. Should the news 
be true, (for even yet I indulge ſome faint hopes, what 
muſt be the diſtreſs of our friends at Sheffield ! " Þ 
truly ſympathiſe with them, that I know not how to write 
to Holroyd ; but muſt beg to be informed of the ftate of 
the family by a line from you. I have ſome company and 
buſineſs here, but would gladly quit them, If I had the 
leaſt reaſon to think that my pliner Sheffield would 
iford comfort or fatisfaQtion to the man in the world 
whom TI loye and efteem moſt. I am Maja, * moſt” 


oven W Servant, * A 
No. xxxll. e ee 
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lnb 6 Grupobe Eſpuare 10 J. B. Hol nor e 
"MY DEAR HOLROYD, | BunzTon, July the goth, 2772. 


T was my intention to ſet out for Sheffield as ſoon as I 

received your affecting letter, and I hoped to have 
been with you as to-day ; but walking very carelefsly.yef- 
terday, morning, I fell down, and put out a ſmall bone -in 
my ancle. I am now under the Surgeon's hands, but 
think, and moſt earneſtly hope, that this. little accident 
will not delay my journey longer than the middle of next 
week. I ſhare, and wiſh I could alleviate, your feelings. 
1 beg to be remembered to Mrs. Holroyd. I am, my 


dear Holroyd, moſt truly y yours. 


Ep 0 OBon, Beriton. 
ſt n- 


2278 wife 6 from Uppark, and 
got to-Brighthelmſtone about two; a. very thin ſeaſon, 

every 5 gone to Spa. In the evening reached all 

place. My friend appears, as he ever will, in a light 


ae eee OTOL ugu 


truly reſpectable; ; concealing the moſt exquiſite ſufferings 


under the ſhow of compoſure, and even cheerfulneſs, and 
attempting, though with little ſucceſs, to confirm the 
weaker mind of his partner. I find, my friend expreſſes 
o much uneaſineſs at the idea of my leaving him 
again ſoon, that I cannot refuſe to paſs the month here! 
if Mr. Scott, as T ſuppoſe, is at Beriton, he has himſelf 
too high a ſenſe of friendſhip not to excuſe my neglecting 
him. I had ſome hopes of « engaging Mr. and Mrs. Hol- 
zoyd to make an excurſion to Portſmouth, Ille of Wight, 
Southampton, &c. in which caſe they would ſpend a few 
days at Beriton. A ſudden reſolution was taken laft 
night in favour of the tour. We ſet out, Mr. and Mrs, 
Holroyd, Mr. Fauquier, and myſelf, next Thurſday; 

and ſhall dine at Beriton the following day, and ſtay there; 

moſt probably, three or four days. A farm-houſe, without 

either cook or houſe- keeper, will afford but indifferent en- 


tertainment ; but we muſt exert, and they muſt excuſe, 


Our tour will laſt about a fortnight ; after which my friend 
preſſes. me to return with him, and in his. preſent ſituation 
I ſhall be at a loſs how to refuſe him. 

I am, dear Madam, &c. &c. &c. 


* 
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your yt letter on the antiquity and autben- 
ticity of the Book of Daniel, (juſt now received,) 
Ends me here, if not without leiſure, yet without books, 
and therefore in no condition to enter fax into the depths 
of this controverſy ; ; which indeed is the leſs necellary, 
E as every thing that relates to the ſubject will come of 
courſe to be conſidered by my learned ſueceſſors in dhe 
| new lecture. For as the prophecies of Daniel make an 
important link in that chain, which, as you ſay, has been 
"ut down from heaven 10 earth, (but not by the author of 
| the late ſermons, who brought into view only what be 
bad not invented, ) the grounds on which their authority 
Teſts will, without doubt, be carefully e a FL 
by ſuppoſe, firmly eſtabliſhed. 
- But i in the mean time, and to des at leaft dome Fall 
return for the civility of your addreſs to me, I beg. leave 
to trouble you with two or three ſhort remarks, ſuch 3 
© pccur to me on reading your letter.. 
| _ Your main difficulties are theſe two: 1. That the! au- 
thor of the book of Daniel is too clear for a prophet; as 
appears from his prediction of the Perſian and Macedo- 


nian affairs: and, 2. too fabulous for a contemporary 
hiſtorian ; as is evident, you ſuppoſe, from 12 miſtakes, 
3 in the ſixth es RX), 22% 71 1674 5035 
| 3 The firſt of theſe difficalties is an Se fon one. 
For why may not prophecy, if the inſpirer think fit, be 
as Flew as hiſtory ? 1 220 where _—_— 


71574 


* 
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5 1 ang GIBBON Eſquire. - 45S. 
of its obſcurity is taken, is occaſionally thus clear, I mea 
after the event; and Paniet's prophecy. of the revolutions- 

in the Grecian empire, would have been n * 
to Porphyry himſelf before it. 

Fat yout opinion; after all, eee 
_ yourſelf, . really is, as one ſhould expect, that, as a 
prophet, Daniel is not clear enough; for you etiforte the 
old objection of Porphyry, by obſerving, .that - x ; 
pretended prophecy. is clear to a certain point of ane, | 
and afterwards obſcure and ſhadowy, there common ſenſe | 

leads one to conclude that the author of it was. an Impoſ- ; 

HOP e primes 

. his is nee but ds. "unleſs. 
it be taken for granted, that a prophecy. muſt, in all Its 
parts, be equally clear and preciſe ; whereas, on the ſup- 
poſition of real inſpiration, it may be fit, I mean it may 
ait wich the views of the inſpirer, to predi& ſome thiogs 
with more pefſpicaity, and in terms more obviouſly : and 

directly applicable-to the events in which they were fulþl- 


x I 


led, than others. But further, this reaſonipg, whatever 


force it may have, has no place here, at leaſt vou. exi- 
* dently beg- the queſtion when you urge it 3. becauſe the © 
perſons you diſpute againſt maintain, that the ſubſequent 
prophecies of Daniel are equally diſtin with thoſe pre- 
_ ceding ones concerning the Perſian and Macedonian em- 
pires, at leaſt ſo much of them as they take to have been 
fulfilled; and that to Judge of the reſt, we muſt wait for 


_the concluſion of them. 


However, you admit * the faſpicion * from tho 
cleareſt prophecy may be removed by direct politive evi- : 
dence that it was compoſed before the eyent, But then 

8. Jod ear. your: notions of that evidence very far, When 
you require, t that the exiſtence of ſuch a Prophecy, | 
ter Wiles, -vceompliſhment,. ſhould be proved by "the 


> I 2% 


„ knowledge of its being generally diffuſed amongſt an 


* LANs 


queſtion, very deſirable, but ſhould; I think,: be accepted, | 


5 which is given to real evidence, though of an inferiae. 
- Kind, when uncontrolled: by any greater } And fach eyi- 


' ſormiſe and conjeQures ; that is, nothing that deſerves 
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* thentic writers. . . 5 
What you here claim as — of night, is, par 


if it be given at all, as à matter ef favours - For what you... 


_ deferibe is the utmoſt; evidence: that the: caſe admits: but 
- what right have we in this, or any other ſubject whatever | 
of natural or revealed religion, to the utmoſt evidenes 2 


Is it not enough chat che evidence be ſufficient to induce} a 
reaſonable afſent ? and is not that aſſent reaſonable, 


dence we elearly have for the authentioity of the book: of: 


Daniel, in the reception of it by. the: Jewiſh nation don 


to the time of Jeſus, 'whoſs appeal to it ſuppoſes and im- 


plies that reception to haue been conſtant: and general: 8 
not to obſerve, that the teſtimony of Jeſus: is further ſup». 
Ported by all the conſiderations that are alleged for bis 


own diyine charadter. To this evidence, which is poſi- 
tive ſo far as it goes, you have nothing to oppoſe but 


to be called evidence. But 1 doubt, Sir, you take: fer 
granted that the claim of inſpiration. is nevor to be allo 


ed, fo long as there is er e eee 


was not given.1 
2. In the ſecond diviſion as 1 Rata: which. is. 
longer, and more elaborate, than the firſt, you endea- : 
vour to ſhew-that the liſforical part of the book of Da- 
niel, chiefly that of the ſixth chapter, is falſe and fabu- 


lous, and as ſuch, confutes and overthrows the prephetical- 
What you adyance on this. . is e rn 


articles: $ 


1. Von 


em air of an, for hs 


odd be promonl 10 a ſec. 
in diuination RR i 
But here, Got, you bee that, Joſeph was thus pro- 


macs the hae rejtee- Or, if you Object to this in- ; 
Kance,. what ſhould binder the promotion either of Joſeph. 


8 Daniel, (when. 2 kill in divination. had 2885 


3 


E for whos. you call mare Kune e eee 


For ſuch aſſuredly both theſe great men poſſeſſed, if we. 


ay believe the plain part of their ſtory, which aſſerts of 

Joſeph, and indeed proves, that, he was in no common. 

degree diſereet and wiſe; and of Daniel, that an excellent 
| ſoirit was found in him 3 nay, that ke had knowledge and u 


in all learning and wiſdom, over and above his under/ianding-. 
in all wiſions. and dreams. In ſhort, Sir, though prices 


of old might not make it a rule to chuſe their miniſters 
cout of their ſoothſayers, yet neither would their being 


ſoothſayers, if they were otherwiſe. well accompliſhed, 


prevent them from being miniſters. Juſt as in modern 


times, though, churchmen have not often, I will ſuppoſe, * 
been made officers. of ſtate, even by bigetted princes, 


becauſe they were ehurchmen; yet neither have they been 
always. excluded from ſerving in. thoſe ations when . 
have, been found eminently qualified for them, 


2. Your next exception is, that a combination . 


ſcarce have been formed in the eourt of Babylon againſt 
the favourite miniſter, (though ſuch factions are common 
in other courts, ) becauſe the courtiers of Darius muſt 
aue ap prabended that the pieiy of Daniel would. be aſſerted. 


by a. miraculous intergeſition.z of which they had ſeen a re- 


cent inſtance, And here, Sir, you expatiate with à little 


too much. complacency on the ſtrange indifference whieh 


the ancient world ſhewed to the giſt of miracles. Vou do 


not 
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OY Ack "hy "chad "a ſerlous a 
81 you do, 11 may be'enough to 
| ſure your own reading and experience muft have rendered 
| j- very familiar to you, that the ſtrongeſt belief, or'convie- 
=. tion. of the mind, perpetually” gives way to the inflamed 
=; ſelfiſh paſſions ; ; and that, when men have any ſcheme'6f 

Intereſt or revenge much at heart, they are not reſtrainec 
| from purſuing. ir, though the ſcaffold” and the axe Rand 

- beforethem in full view, and have perhaps been ſtreaming 

but the day before with the blood of other fiate-criminals. 
L aſk not, whether miracles have ever actually exiſted, but 
whether y you do not think that multitudes have been fitmly. 


$*7fuaded of their exiſtence ; ; and: yet” their 33 


38 third criticiſm is directed againſt what i is def | 
the law of the Meder and  Perfiant, that it altereth. nat ; 
where 1 find nothing” boy nmIre, but _ extreme rigour 
of the law, when once cute? by the enge not 
as contrived to be a check on his will, but rather to ſhew 
the irreſiſtible and fatal courſe of it. And this idea was 
Jo much cheriſhed by the deſpots of Perſia, that, rather 
© than revoke the iniquitous law, obtained by ſurprize, 
Tor exterminating the Jews, Ahaſuerus took the part, as 
we read in the book of Efther, (and as Baron Montef- 
quieu, I remember, obſerves,) to permit the Jews to de- 
fend themſelves againft the execution of it ; whence we < 
"fee how conſiſtent this law is with the determination of the 5 

* Judges, quoted by you from Herodotus, that it was 
0 fawful for the king to do whatever he pleaſed:” for we 
"underftand that he did not pleaſe that _ pe -whengace 2 
* declared by him, ſhould be altered. lo 
ts *You add under this head, Mey! I not aſſert that ine 


: 8 Greek writers, ho have ſo copiouſſy treated of the 
ä | * affairs 


1 . 1 1 
| A a/refiraint, equally” injurious to the monarch and pre- 


e zudiciat to the people. I have not the Greek writers 


 hiftorian, Diodorus Siculus. Lowth's Comment. in loc, 


. i fourth-objeRtion to the hiftoric truth of the Wer 


& Daniel iv taken, with more plauſibility, from the mat- 
der of chis law, which, as you truly obſerve, was. very 
frrange for the nn. to it, and far any 


deſpot whatever to enact. 


But, r. I as — eee was „ - 


Ant and conſiderable a part of Pagan worſhip as 3 is 


ſuppoſed; and if it vas not, the prejudices of the 
people would not be ſo much ſhocked by this interdit 
as we are ready to think. Daniel indeed prayed three 


times a day; but the idolaters might content themſelves 
with praying now and then at a ſtated ſolemnity. I is 
clear, that when you ſpeak of depriving men of the comforts, 
"and priefts of the profits, of religion, you have Chriſtian, 


and even modern principles and manners in your eye: > 


Perhaps in the comforts, you repreſented toyourlelf a com- 


"ou: .of poor inflamed Huguenots under perſecution . 


and in the profits, the lucrative trade of popiſh males. 


But be this as it may, it ſhould be conſidered, 2. That this 


law could not, in the nature of the thing, ſuppreſs. all 
prayer, if the people had any great propenſity to it. 2 
could not ſuppreſs mental prayer; it could not even fap- 


© preſs bodily worſhip, if performed, as it eaſily mi ight be, 
in the night, or in ſecret. Daniel, it was well known, 


© "was uſed to pray in open day-light, and i in. a place ex- 


poſed to inſpection, from his uſual manner of praying ; ; 


which manner, it was eaſily concluded, ſo zealous a vo- 


a as he was, would not t change or diſcontinue, on ac- 
count 


1 but a common book I chance to have at 
hand refers me to one ſuch veſtige, in a very eminent Greek 


2" the edi. Lady, ee me e pate fon. 
'chinty days, to make ſure worle, yet there was lo doubt 
but the end prepoſed would be ſaon accompliſhed, and. 
— ang ere api ab: | 
the obſervance of it. Bett 
A this puvtogadber, Lean FL OILY A 
pony bee che» ee night lars He" 

e by. it. W 5 What we read in the third. 

chapter be admitted, chat os of theſe deſpots required 
all people, nations, languages, to worſhip his image om 

pain of death, there is na great wonder that auather of 
them ſhould demand the excluſive worſhip of himfelf for 
2 month; nay, perhaps, he might think himſelf civil, 
and even bounteous to his gods, when he Ieft them a ſhare 
os; the other elena. Fat ago the. une ** x8 


. Nikil et 5 1 4 
Non polit. cum laudatur diis aqua poteſias,— EE 


9 A fifth, and what you ſeem to think the ſtrongeſt, 
objeftion to the credit of the book of Daniel is, © that 
* no ſuch perſon as Darius the Mede is to be found in 
* the ſucceſſion of the Babyloniſh princes,” (you mean 
2s given. in Ptolemy's canon and the Greek writers,) 

< between the time of Nebuchadnezzar and that of cy 
rus.” In faying this, you do not forget or diſown what 
dur ableſt chronologers have ſaid on the fubje& ; but then 

you object that Xenophon's Cya xares (to ſerve a turn) has 
been made to perſonate Darius the Mede ; and yet that 
Xenophon's book, whether it be a romance or a trite hiſ-- 
tory, overturns the uſe which they haye made of this m_ pn 


| potheſis. 
we. reit 


T — — Dattered 


gpm barks eee, e taſte, rather 
than to the authority of Cicero: but the truth is, T am 


much diſpoſed to agree with you, that, © if we unravel 


<< with any care the fine texture of the Cyropedia, we 
4 fhall diſcover in every thread the Spartan diſcipline and 
cus author choſe to make fo recent-a tory as that of 
Cyrus, and one ſo well known, the vehicle of his poli- 
to the truth of the ſtory as far as might be; eſpecially in 
ſuch a writer as Nenophon could not fail to obſerve; and 
therefore, on the ſuppoſition that his Cyropoediia is 2 vo- 
mance, I ſhould conclude certainly ann of it 
was genuine hiſtory. ... e TI 
2. If it be ſo, gautoveriade Arias; is no ground 
for thinking that Darius the Mede ever reigned dee. | 
lon, becauſe Cyaxares himſelf never reigned there. 

Now, on the idea of Kenophon's book being xe 
mance, there might be good reaſon for the author's taking 
notice of the ſhort reign of Cyaxares, which would break 

the unity of his work, and divert the reader's attention. 
too mach from the hero of it: while yet the omiſſion could 
hardly ſeem to violate hiſtoric truth, ſince the luſtre of 
| his hero's fame, and the real power, which, out of queſ- 
tion, he reſerved to himſelf, would make us forget or 
overlook Cyaxares. But, as to the fact, it ſeems no way: 
incredible that Cyrus ſhould concede to his royal ally, bis 
uncle, and his father-in-law, (ſor he was all theſe,) the 
nominal poſſeſſion of the ſovereignty ; or that he ihould 
ſhare the ſovereignty with him; or, at leaſt, that he ſhould 
leave the — as we Jay, in his hands at Baby- 
Ion, 


5 confeſſedly fabulous hiſtorian. 


0. FL . 
46 trrrr 10 AND FROM 


UN lon, tte be bimſelf was profecuting his other x conqu is 
at a diſtance. | Any of theſe things is ſuppoſable enoug! by 
and I would rather admit any of them than reje& the e 
| preſs, the repeated, {the circumſtantial h of a a not 


4 oY Dy 


After all, ay I ſhould forſeit, | I know; your r good obi. f 


__theſs cn 1 as one ſhould 2 8 7 
expect at firſt ſight. But then ſuch is the condition of 
things here; and what is true in human life, is not al- 


755 ways, I had almoſt faid, not often, that which was pre» ö 


viouſly to be expected; whence an ordinary romance * 
they ſay, more probeble than the beſt hiftory. . 

But ſhould any or all of theſe circumſtances convince 
you perſectiy, that ſome degree of error or fiction is to be 
found in the hook of Daniel, it would be too precipitate 
to conclude that therefore the whole book was of no 
authority : for, at n d, you could but infer, that the 
hiſtorical part, in which thoſe circumſtances are obſerved, 
namely, the 6th. chapter, is not genuine; juſt as you 
© know has been judged of ſome other hiſtorical tracts 
which had formerly been inſerted in the book of Daniel. 


For it i is not with theſe colleQions, which go under the 


names of the Prophets, as with ſome regularly connected 
ſyſtem, where a charge of falſthood, if made good againft 
one part, ſhakes the credit of the whole. Fictitious hiſ- 
tories may have been joined to true prophecies, when all 
that bore the name of the ſame perſon, or any way re- 
lated to him, came to be put together in the ſame vo- 
lume : but the detection of ſuch miſalliance could not 
affect the prophecies; certainly not thoſe of Daniel, which 
reſpect the latter times; for theſe have an intrinſic evidence 
in themſelves, and aſſert their own authenticity, in pro- 
portion as we ſee, or have reaſon to admit the accom- 


pliſhment of them. 
” And 


now, Ain] 15 e only to —_ theſe baſly x re- 
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 paxated from | the love of truth, and of which I obſerve” 
many. | traces i in . your agreeable letter ; and if you ſhould 
ind 


ulge "this quality. füll further, ſo as to conceive” the 


| poſſibility of that being true and reaſonable, in matters of 


religion, which may ſeem firange, or, to ſo lively a fancy - 
as yours, even ridiculous, you would not hurt the credit 


of y your excellent underſtanding, and would thus remove 

one, Perhaps a principal, occaſion of thoſe miſts which, 
28 5 you complain, hang over theſe nice and difficult le. 
Ia am with tr true : reſpeR, Sin, yours, „ 

ern ˖ͤ• —· ere ene _ (Signed) ks K. E. 


ei 151 2a e | | 
joan Bnet ws ft with he fr 6 wh 
ter, in Mr. G1rBBON's hand-w prin 1 


„80 anfwer to my five objeRions againſt the 6th 


chapiet of Daniel come next to be conſidered. 171 


1. W ith regard to Daniel's promotion, I 0 er to 


withdraw my oppoſition, and to allow the caſes of Xi- 
menes, Wolſey, and Richlieu as parallel inſtances; though 
there is ſurely ſome difference between a young foreign 
ſoothſayer being ſuddenly rewarded, for the interpretation 
of a dream, with the government of Babylon, and a 
prieft of the eſtabliſhed church, riſing: Sn to the 

great offices of the ſla te. 8 
2. You apprehend, Sir, that my ſecond objection 
ſcarcely deſerves a ſerious anſwer ; and that it is quite 
ſufficient to appeal to my own reading and experience, 
whether the . conviction of the mind docs not perpe- 
: ne 
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jong to your candour ; a virtue which cannot be fe 
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Ny G kh i 5 |" nt Au ee Sins; _ ” 
5 you appeal to me, 1 man Mürz lux before you the reſult 
_ ) 01. diet, x. N muſt be con- 
feeſſed that the drunkard ofien fittks ith the grave, ant! 

dhe prodigal into a gav), without a polſibility of checking 

5 chemſelves. But "they fink by Now tegrets'; nid, Whit : 
they indulge the ruling paſon, attend only. to che ing 
moment of each guinea, or of each bottle, without eu 
Uattög their actumulated weight, lift they feel themifelver 
8 1 crufhed under it. 2. In mel öf the” kts b 

terprizes of life there is a mixture of chänee and 
good Panne what is called g00d fortune, is often the 5 
fe@ of ſkill : and as our vanĩty flatters us into an opinion | 
of our ſuperior ,x „e are neither Auxpriſed no dic. 
mayed by the miſcarriage of our raſh predeceſſors... de 
cane ee * 6x5 ang fraffald, he 
of. Sula, oh. Cxlar, and of, Cromwell * and conving * 
himſelf. that on ſuch a golden purſuit. it is even pm 
to ſtake a precarious and inſipid life... We may add, dat, th- 
_ the» moſt daring. flights of ambition are as oſten the 
effeQs,of neceflity as.of choice. The princes of Hindof- 
tam muſt either reign or periſh ; and when Czar paſſed the.” 
| Rubicon, it was. ſcarcely poſſible for him to return to a 
private ſtation. 3j · You think, Sir, we may learn from | 
our own experience, that an i ence concerning mira- 
cles is very compatible with a full conviction of dei 
truth; and ſo it undoubtedly is. with duch 2 comiQion as A 
we have an n opportunity of oblerring.. Fe 2 
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" AM juſt arrived, a0 ell a8 bai at my di 


- bat with very different intention. You will vs F 4 
Ann Þ bigot to thaſs ruſtic deities; I propbſe to abjure = 


therk oon, and to reconcile AE to en mou 
1-66 te bpb is ellen happy: AR 4 may 


mountains kalten off my ſhoulders; that 1 can Bravd your 
indigttationz und even the three-forked lightning of Jupiter 


bimſeff My reaſons" for taking 10 unwarrantable a ſtep 
(approved of by Hugonin) were no unmanly deſpondency 
(though it Gally became. more apparent how much the 


farm would füffer, boelr in reality and in reputation by 


another year's management.) * * 1 » * » #, * # 
I ſee pleaſure but not uſe in à congreſs, therefore decline it. 


I know nothing as yet of 4 purchaſer, and can only give 
you full and unlimited powers. If you think it neceſſary, 


let me know when hor fell; 8855 wee * a Ty 
pleaſe. | 


think Bath would fult her: She; and you tov, I fear, ra- 
ther want the phyfic of the mind, than of the body; Tell 
me ſomething about yourſelf: If, among à crowd of 
acquaintances, one friend can afford you any comfort, 1 am 
quite at your ſeryice. Once more, adieu. | 
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| pilupent, of.c my fins has at length overtaken. ms.,..0 


our; . e ſeven hundred 


defer to ſpring; talks of bad roads, &c. a 
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ime of the year 5 pa wy on, Park, the 
1215 5 


the in che preſent 
Thurſday the; third of Decembet, ws 95 


5 On: that = na 1 8 com: 

well enough to call again- 4s bh 555 A * 4 44, l ' 
3 ne wif] after. a few ſoft myrmyrs, is gone to 11 
geep, ta awake again after, Chriſtmas, ſafely folded in 


| North's arms. The town is gone into the; country, 
— 3 e's viſiting Sheffield about. Sunday ſe'nnight, af 


time I can, get my. bouſchold. preparations (I have 
— taken Lady Rous's leaſg in Bentinckeſtreet) » 
1 forwardneſs. . Shall I, engle for. Bai? No WY flir- 


ring. except the Ducheſs of G,'s pregnancy gertaiply Gr 


olared. * AM * #* called on me the other day, and has Jas | 


taken my plan with. him to conſider it 3, he 0%. IEA 4 
is very | 


lute: I remonſtrated, but want to kriow whether: I am to fut. 
mit. Adieu. Godfrey Clarke, who is writing near me, 
begs to be remembered. The ſavage is going to hunt 
"gi in Northamptonſhire, Oxfordſhire, Glouceſterſhire, 


c. Yours ſincerely. 
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- bulinels thinrealled me totowh - 


jor nd 1 u moped you hs 11 
plir „ W Ine hes e we nd 
as lh ate Ee get 
and jn mmatory {gs b, which we cat every day en 
jy. in, town? You have ſcen the laff Jünzüs 7 He a 
on the diſtant les ess dd match to the Capitol, oY 
from the tyranny of the "Pretotian guards." *Fcannct as 
ſwer Gor the ghoſt of the hic et ubique, but the Himplhine | 
wilitis are determined to keep the peace for fear 6f-5 bro- . 
ken h bead. After alf, do I mean to make you! a viſit nent 


wee? Upon "ny foul, I cannot tell. Frelf'evefy body 


- 


that Tall. E Roewe that T cannot pals the week Witte ai 
man i 95 world wich whom the pleaſure of fceing es 


other will be b were ſincere or more reciprocal. 5 Yet; ents 


Hat nous, I Us Bot believe that I Hall be able 10 get out of this 
\ doh you come into it; At all events, 1 lobk 8? 
1 * impatience, to Bruton-ſtreer * * and the 

Romiabd f. "Believe me moſt truly yours. ae VO oe 
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 ENBOROUGH 5 is no ore f # 1 * ® acted 
4 like a Jew; and 1 dare ſay now-repetits' it. Im Bis 


_ Mbit eee found me a better man, a fleh, bratiſh, 
| Koneſt horſe-deater, who Has get 8 great fortune by (av. 
ing the cavbalry. On Thurſday he faw Lenborough, on 


Friday came to town with! „ 1 "and this mornigg 


at nine o elock we ſtruck at 20180 5U5 - after >a very hard 
battle. As times go, I em not diſfatisfed. * . * and | 
' the new Lord of Leaborough (by name = ) dine 


with me; and though we did not ſpeak the ſame language, 


pet by the help of figus ſuch as that of putting about the 
bottle, the: natives ſeemed well ſuris felt. 
- "The whole world is going down to Dns ebe 


they will enjoy the pleaſures of ſmoke, noiſe, heat, bad 


_  odgings, and expenſive” reckonings. Fer my own part; 
I have firmly tefiſted importunity, deslined parties, and 
mean to Pals” the buſy week in the foft fetiftment of my 


Boeagt de Bentinck-ſtreet. Yeſterday the Enſt India Com- 
pany poſitively refuſed the loan: a noble refolutioh; conld 
they get money any where elfe. They ate violent; and 


it was moved, and the motion heard with ſome degree of 


approbation, tat they ſhoyld abandon India to Lord North, 
PS Davin x or the Devit, if he choſe to FO „ 


Adieu. 
9 15 36 


END QF THE FIRST VOLUME- 


SID as. 


** 


